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BOARD   OF   ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  7,  1850. 


"*  'N  ' 


The  Annual  Message  of  his  Honor  ihe  Mayor,  was  re- 
ceived, laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Mayor's  Office,  ) 
January  7,  1850.  \ 

To  ihe  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  ihe  Ciiy  ofJfew  York. 

GENTLEM£lf  ! 

In  conformity  with  a  provision  of  the  Charter,  I  here- 
with submit  ^^  a  general  statement  of  the  situation  and 
condition  of  the  city,  in  relation  to  its  government,  finan- 
ces and  improvements,"  . 
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file  in  the  department  a  description  of  every  new  building 
erected  within  the  water  district,  and  also  of  such  altera- 
tions and  additions  to  old  ones  as  may  effect  the  consump- 
tion of  water  on  the  premises. 

The  special  attention  of  the  Street  Commissioner's  De- 
partment has  recently  been  directed  to  the  extension  of  the 
wharves  and  piers.  The  growing  commerce  of  our  city 
demands  an  increased  amount  of  wharf  accommodations; 
the  want  of  which  has  compelled  a  portion  of  our  shipping 
to  seek  a  harbor  on  the  opposite  shores  of  the  East  and 
Hudson  rivers,  while  our  own  wharves  would  have  afforded 
a  more  convenient,  a  safer  and  better  harbor,  if  they  had 
been  extended  at  an  earlier  period. 

One  of  the  leading  causes  of  this  neglect  is  found  ;n  the 

low  rates  of  wharfage  (being  only  about  two  and  a  half 

'i     'I  . 

per  cent,  on  the  iuveslmea  /'^  which  the  proprietors  have 

hitherto  been  restricted. 

The  rates  now  established  were  fixed  by  ilie  Legislature 
as  far  back  as  the  year  1813,  when  the  expense  of  building 
wharves  bore  a  very  inconsiderable  proportion  to  that  of 
the  present  time.  They  were  then  seldom  required  to  be 
more  than  from  two  hundred  to  three  hundred  feet  long  by 
thirty  feet  wide,  and  rarely  had  to  be  extended  into  a 
depth  of  Water  of  more  than  from  ten  to  twenty  feet ; 
whereas,  the  present  length  of  piers  is  required  to  be  from 
four  to  six  hundred  feet  long  by  forty  feet  wide,  and  are 
built  in  water  from  twenty  to  forty  feet  in  depth. 

Thus,  w  bile  the  Corporation  and  owners  of  water  fronts 
are  necessarily  subjected  to  this  great  additional  expense, 
the  rates  of  wharfage  remain  the  same  as  before. 
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It  may  well  be  asked,  wirii  what  justice,  or  with  what 
good  faith,  were  the  avenues  ordered  to  be  opened,  and 
the  payment  of  the  assessment  immediately  enforced,  im. 
less  they  were  required  for  immediate  use?  Why  did  the 
Corporation  order  them  to  be  opened,  and  enforce  the  pay- 
ment  therefor,  unless  it  was  intended  in  good  faith,  imme- 
diate!}'' afterward,  to  put  them  in  a  suitable  condition  for 
public  travel  and  public  use? — and  why  have  they  not 
been  thus  improved  ? 

In  this  inattention  to  these  improvements  and  to  the 
wants  of  the  overflowing  population  in  the  lower  wards, 
and  in  the  long  neglect  to  provide  the  ordinary  facilities 
for  the  public  to  become  acquainted  even  with  the  geogra- 
phy of  the  upper  wards  of  our  city,  is  to  be  traced  one  of 
the  principal  reasons  why  so  many  thousands  of  our  citi- 
zens have  sought  residences  out  of  the  city,  instead  of 
remaining,  improving,-  and  locating  on  our  own  Island. 

In  the  meantime  our  more  stirring  neighbors  have  been 
pApending  millions  of  dollars  for  the  convenience  and  ac- 
commodation  of  our  citizens,  and  have  exhibited  the  most 
untiring  zeal  and  perseverance  in  hastening  the  improve- 
ment of  their  streets  and  avenues,  in  order  to  make  them 
more  accessible  and  convenient  than  ours.  While  we  have 
slept,  they  have  been  neither  unmindful  or  neglectful  of 
the  advantages  of  their  position,  and  it  must  be  confessed 
have  shown  a  much  more  commendable  spirit  and  shrewd- 
ness in  this  matter  than  ourselves. 

I,  therefore,  now  respectfully  urge  this  subject  upon 
vour  attention,  as  one  in  which  the  financial  interests  and 
general  prosperity  of  the  city  is  deeply  involved. 

2 
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There  is  another  subject  under  the  charge  of  this  de 
partment  to  which  I  would  invite  your  attention,  to  wit 
Lands  and  Places. 


The  Legislature  in  1821,  upon  the  application  of  the 
Corporation  of  this  city,  passed  an  act  to  extend  the  Bat- 
tery into  the  North  and  East  rivers  to  a  distance  of  6.00 
feet,  and  for  that  purpose  vested  the  title  to  the  land,  under 
water,  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the 
city,  and  their  successors  forever,  providing  that  it  should 
not  be  appropriated  to  any  other  use  than  that  of  a  public 
ground. 

By  this  act  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Legislature  have  not 
only  authorized  ttiis  public  improvement,  but  have  thrown 
around  it  the  shield  of  its  high  authority  as  a  guaranty 
against  its  use,  except  as  public  ground,  and  against  any 
encroachment  or  invasion  of  its  borders. 

The  present  area  of  the  Battery  is  ten  and  a  half  acres, 
and  if  extended  to  the  distance  authorized  by  the  Legisla- 
ture would  cover  about  twenty-four  acres  ;  and  when  prop- 
erly shaded  and  ornamented  would  constitute  one  of  the 
chief  attractions  of  this  already  attractive  city. 

This  public  improvement  being  thus  authorized  by  the 
Legislature,  and  the  land  ceded  to  the  Corporation,  by  its 
own  request,  for  the  purpose,  I  htlve  no  hesitation  in  re- 
commending the  prosecution  and  completion  of  the  mea- 
sure, provided  it  can  be  done  without  any  sudden  or  un- 
reasonable drafts  upon  the  public  treasury. 
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I  have  no  doubt  of  the  policy  of  encouraging  open  public 
squares,  whenever  it  can  be  done  without  involving  the 
city  in  unreasonable  expenditure.  It  is  perhaps  not  gen- 
erally considered,  that  all  the  public  squares  below  forty- 
second  street,  comprise  only  in  the  aggregate,  about  sixty- 
three  acres,  being  less,  (all  together)  than  one-fourth  of  the 
size  of  one  of  the  large  parks  in  the  city  of  London, 

The  advantages  of  open  squares  in  a  populous  city,  are 
so  apparent  and  so  important,  that  no  well  governed  city 
was  ever  content  to  be  without  them.  They  not  only 
greatly  beautify  a  city,  but  are  essential  aids  to  the  public 
health.  They  are  the  great  breathing  places  of  the  toiling 
masses  who  have  no  other  resort  in  the  heat  of  summer  or 
in  time  of  pestilence,  for  pure  air  an3  healthful  recreation, 
either  for  themselves  or  children. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Sup- 
plies that  plumbers  engaged  in  making  a  connection  with 
the  Croton  pi{/es,  contractors  for  building  sewers,  and  per- 
sons employed  in  making  insertions  in  the  gas-mains,  are 
in  most  cases  careless  in  the  relaying  of  the  pavement  after 
the  completion  of  their  work,  so  that  in  a  short  time,  these 
places  have  to  be  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  city.  I 
would  suggest  as  the  most  effectual  remedy  for  these  evils, 
the  passage  of  an  ordinance  giving  to  the  head  of  this  de- 
partment authority  to  repave  the  streets  in  the  above  cases 
at  the  expense  of  the  parties  in  default. 

I  respectfully  submit  whether  the  practice  of  adopting 
resolutions  for  laying  cross-walks,  upon  the  application  and 
for  the  benefit  of  individuals,  at  an  expense  to  the  city  of 
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about  $75  io  each  case,  should  not  be  discontinued,  and 
whether  as  a  general  rule,  the  public  convenience  requires 
cross-tvalks  except  at  the  intersection  of  streets. 

The  department  of  Streets  and  Lamps  is  now  fully  or- 
ganized and  in  successful  operation. 

In  the  bureau  of  Lamps  and  Gas,  the  appropriation  for 
the  last  year  was  $210,000.  That  of  the  present  year  is 
only  $185,000 ;  being  $25,000  less  than  that  of  the  year 
1849.  This  estimate  is  based  upon  the  amount  of  the  or- 
dinary expenses  for  the  year,  and  will  not  allow  of  laying 
mains  and  gas-pipes  in  tlic  public  squares,  or  other  extra 
expenditure,  without  exceeding  the  appropriation  for  the 
year. 

The  great  amount  of  building,  paving  and  sewering  con 
stantly  going  on  in  the  cit^^,  tends  greatly  to  obstruct  the 
streets  and  leave  them  encumbered  with  sand  and  rubbish. 
With  a  view  to  cause  a  less  frequent  breaking  up  of  the 
streets,  it  has  been  suggested  that  in  every  contract  for  the 
building  of  sewers,  provision  should  be  made  for  the  con- 
necting of  the  culverts  with  each  adjoining  lot  to  the 
inside  of  the  curb-stone.  These  connections  can  be  made 
by  the  contractor  for  one-half  the  cost  to  the  owner  after 
the  street  is  paved.  Beside,  these  insertions  materially 
weaken  the  sewers  by  breaking  them  through  about  every 
twelve  feet  to  form  the  connection. 

The  contract  should  further  provide  for  the  paving,  so 
that  no  more  than  a  limited  number  of  feet  may  remain 
unpaved  at  any  one  time,  and  that  the  sand,  rubbish,  &c. 
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left  by  the  contractor^  siinJl  be  taken  up  and  carried  away 
within  twelve  days  after  the  section  is  completed,  and  thus 
relieve  the  city  from  a  very  heavy  expenditure  to  which 
it  has  hitherto  been  very  improperly  subjected. 

The  granting  of  permits  for  encumbering  the  streets,  and 
especially  the  leading  thoroughfares,  with  building  mate- 
rials, has  become  a  subject  of  very  frequent  complaint. — 
The  side-walks  are  also  frequently  encumbered,  and  some- 
times entirely  inclosed,  and  rendered  impassable.  I  think 
the  inner  half,  or  at  mostytwo-thirdsof  the  walk  is  all  that 
should  be  at  any  time  allowed  to  be  enclosed,  and  the  bal- 
ance should  be  kept  clear  and  unobstructed. 

The  most  important  duty,  however,  devolving  upon  this 
department,  is  the  cleaning  of  streets ;  and  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  I  have  great  confidence  in  the  efficiency  of  the 
operations  of  the  department  in  this  branch  of  its  duties. — 
I  feel  well  assured  that  its  preparations  and  arrangements 
are  fully  adequate  to  any  emergency  that  may  arise ;  and 
that  as  soon  as  practicable,  upon  the  opening  of  the  spring, 
the  streets  will  not  only  be  cleaned,  but  continued  and 
kept  clean  during  the  season. 

The  importance  of  the  City  Inspector's  Department  to 
the  public  health  and  genenal  interests  of  the  city,  I  ap- 
prehend has  not  hitherto  been  sufficiently  appreciated. 

The  new  charter  constitutes  it  a  distinct  executive  de- 
partment, and  declares  in  terms  very  unequivocal  and  em- 
phatic, that  it  "shall  have  cognizance  of  all  matters  rela- 
tive to  the  public  health  of  the  city/'     But  uponexamina- 
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lion  it  is  manifest  that  the  organization  of  the  department 
is  not  adequate  to  the  execution  of  the  powers  conferred 
upon  it.  It  consists  now  of  the  City  Inspector,  one  deputy 
and  one  permanent  clerk.  The  police  captains  are  health 
wardens,  and  a  policeman  is  usually  detailed  to  discharge 
the  duty  of  health  warden  in  the  several  wards,  but  they 
are  not  subject  to  the  direction  or  authority  of  this  depart- 
ment, and  are  in  fact  at  present  of  little  or  no  service  to 
the  public, 

I  would  therefore,  recommend  that  this  department  be 
immediately  invested  with  a  force  and  efficiency  commen- 
surate with  its  duties.  ^  It5  compensation,  appointments 
and  entire  arrangements,  should  be  throughout,  put  on  a 
footing  corresponding  with  the  other  executive  departments. 

I  think  full  employment  would  be  given  to  two  perma- 
nent clerks,  and  that  the  health  wardens  should  be  detailed 
from  the  wards  by  the  Mayor,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  City  Inspector,  and  placed  entirely  under  his  direction 
and  control ;  or  perhaps  the  Police  Department  should  be 
wholly  relieved  from  this  duty,  and  the  health  wardens 
appointed  by  the  City  Inspector,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  Their  duties  urgently  demand  that 
they  should  be  intelligent  men,  and  capable  of  inquiring 
into,  and  examining  understandingly  and  thoroughly,  all 
subjects  of  complaint,  and  all  matters  whatever  connected 
with  the  public  health,  in  the  several  wards  for  which  they 
are  appointed. 

All  establishments  which  are  made  subjects  of  just  com- 
plaint, and  every  kind  of  business  found  to  be  dangerous 
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to  human  life,  or  prejudicial  to  public  health,  should  be 
immediately  required  to  be  so  regulated  and  conducted  as 
to  be  free  from  such  objection. 

I 

In  this  connection  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the 
suggestion  in  my  message  of  the  8th  of  May  last,  that  large 
abattoirs  or  slaughtering  houses  sufficient  for  the  accomo- 
dation of  the  entire  wants  of  the  city,  should  be  constructed 
on  the  North  and  East  rivers,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city. 

When  the  department  has  caused  a  nuisance  to  be  aba- 
ted, it  frequently  happens  that  grrat  difficulty  is  experi- 
enced in  finding  the  owners  of  the  property,  in  order  that 
the  city  may  be  reimbursed  its  expenses.  Owners  some- 
times cannot  be  found,  and  fretjucntly  are  residing  in  other 
states,  or  are  traveling  abroad,  so  that  there  is  no  way  by 
which  the  city  can  be  reimbursed  its  expenses  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances  on  such  property.  I  would  there- 
fore propose,  as  a  remedy  in  such  case,  that  an  application 
be  made  to  the  Legislature  for  a  law  authorizing  a  lien  on 
the  property  for  the  amount  of  the  necessary  expenses  of 
the  depart/nent  in  abating  such  nuisances.  Such  a  law  it 
is  believed  would  not  only  serve  to  indemnify  the  city,  but 
would  tend  directly  to  decrease  nuisances,  by  making  pro- 
perty-owners and  agents  more  careful  as  to  their  engender- 
ment  on  their  premises. 

Experience  admonishes  us  that  in  order  to  avert  disease 
or  mitigate  its  evils,  we  should  be  fully  prepared  to  meet 
it  whenever  its  approach  may  threaten  to  disturb  us.  I 
would  therefore  respectfully  and  most  earnestly  urge  the 
completion  of  the  organization  and  arrangements  of  this 
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department  with  the  least  possible  delay,  either  in  the  man- 
ner now  indicated  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  wisdom 
and  better  judgment  of  the  Common  Council,  so  that  the 
city  may  be  placed  in  the  best  posture  of  defence,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  health,  at  the  earliest  period,  and  before 
the  arrival  of  the  warm  season.  For  while  the  Quarantine 
with  its  sanatory  regulations,  efficiently  enforced  as  they 
have  been  during  the  past  season,  has  shown  that  it  may 
avert  disease  from  abroad,  yet  experience  teaches  us  that 
the  pestilence  whicii  has  of  late  visited  the  city,  may  again 
spring  up  within  its  bounds.  The  department  of  health 
should  therefore,  be  placed  in  a  condition  to  remove  those 
causes  which  are  known  either  to  originate,  or  at  least,  to 
hasten  the  progress  of  epidemic  disease. 

The  organization  of  the  Law  Department  under  the 
amended  charter,  has  devolved  upon  this  department  all 
the  law  business  connected  with  the  city  government  and 
its  officers,  and  promises  to  ensure  prompt  and  faithful  at- 
tention to  this  branch  of  the  public  interests. 

There  was  transferred  to  the  head  of  Uiis  department,  on 
his  accession  to  office,  about  two  hundred  suits  in  the  vari- 
ous courts,  and  notwithstanding  the  number  that  have  been 
argued,  tried  or  settled  since  that  time,  there  are  still  two 
hundred  and  one  suits  more  pending. 

The  numb(*r  of  causes  argued,  tried,  settled,  or  otherwise 
disposed  of  since  June  1,  1849,  is  as  follows: 

Number  finally  settled 16 

Number  argued 31 

Number  tried 14 
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Of  those  argued,  twenty-six  have  been  decided  in  faror 
of  the  Corporation,  and  one  against  it.  And  of  those  tried, 
verdicts  have  been  rendered  in  favor  of  the  city  in  eight 
cases,  and  three  against  it.  Two  of  these  verdicts  were 
rendered  pro  formaj  and  the  other  was  for  $75. 

It  is  proper  here  to  remark,  that  in  1847,  thirty-three 
suits  were  instituted  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  against 
Cornelius  W.  Lawrence,  formerly  Mayor  of  this  city,  to 
recover  the  value  of  a  large  amount  of  personal  pro[>erty 
destroyed  by  his  order  as  Mayor  of  the  city,  at  the  great 
fire  in  1835.  The  defence  of  these  suits  was  undertaken 
by  the  city.  Thirty-one  of  these  have  been  decided  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  and  the  other  two  are  still  pend- 
ing. They  are  in  charge  of  able  counsel  in  New  Jersey, 
who  express  equal  confidence  of  success  in  these  two  re- 
maining suits  as  in  those  already  determined. 

The  third  secton  of  the  amended  charter  provides  that 
after  the  year  1851  the  Common  Council  shall  annually 
hold  only  three  stated  sessions  of  not  exceeding  one  month 
each,,  commencing  on  the  first  Mondays  of  January,  May 
and  September. 

This  section  was  no  doubt  enacted  by  the  Legislature  in 
the  expectation  that  the  departments  would  not  be  organ- 
ized until  after  the  commencement  of  the  year  1850,  and 
that  several  months  must  elapse  before  they  could  be  put 
into  full  operation,  and  that  in  the  meantime,  frequent  and 
perhaps  unexpected  meetings  of  the  Common  Council 
might  and  probably  would  be  rendered  necessary. 
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But  the  late  Common  Council  anticipated  the  will  ofthe 
Legislature,  and  .organized  the  departments  in  May  last, 
so  that  they  have  now  been  actually  in  operation  during 
the  last  seven  months. 

By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  only  object  which  the 
Legislature  could  have  had  in  view  in  allowing  the  stated 
sessions  to  be  postponed  to  the  1st  of  January,  1851,  has 
been  anticipated  <ind  fully  accomplished  by  the  timely  and 
salutary  rneasures  ofthe  last  Common  Council,  who  have 
thus  prepared  the  way  for,  and  removed  all  objections  to, 
the  commencement  ofthe  stated  sessions  on  the  1st  Mon- 
day of  January  1850. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  Common  Council  may  deem 
it  expedient  to  resolve  at  once  to  adopt  and  carry  into  effect 
this  important  provision  ofthe  amended  charter,  especially 
as  several  other  parts  of  tliat  instrument  are  dependent 
upon  this,  and  cannot  take  effect  without  it. 

If  then  the  Common  Council  should  conclude  immedi- 
ately to  establish  stated  sessions  to  commence  with  the 
present  month,  all  the  advantages  of  this  leading  feature 
of  the  amended  charier  will  be  realized  by  the  community 
at  once,  and  without  the  delay  of  another  year. 

In  connection  with  the  introduction  of  stated  sessions 
of  the  Common  Council,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the 
expediency  of  making  provision  for  a  per-diem  compensa- 
tion to  its  members  for  their  services,  in  lieu  of  all  personal 
expenses.  This  would  be  no  more  than  an  act  of  simple 
justice  to  the  members  themselves,  and  would  be  at  the 
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same  time  a  measure  of  decided  economy  for  the  city.  If 
the  allowance  to  them  was  made  equal  to  that  which  is 
now  paid  to  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  it  would  not 
amount  to  the  expenses  of  the  tea-room  alone. 

With  this  brief  reference  to  the  subject,  I  leave  it  to  be 
disposed  of  according  to  your  own  sense  of  duty,  not 
doubting  your  entire  readiness  to  deal  with  it  fairly  and 
impartially,  holding  the  scale  of  justice  even  balanced  be- 
tween yourselves  [md  the  public. 

I  would  here  appeal  to  the  members  of  the  Common 
mon  Council,  as  they  are  now  happily  relieved  from  the 
dull  and  tedious  details  of  executive  business,  to  assume  at 
once  the  more  dignified  and  elevated  position  of  legislators, 
to  which  the  amended  charter  has  assigned  them.  Their 
duties  being  now  essentially  of  a  legislative  character,  the 
office  I  should  suppose,  in  the  language  ^of  Chancellor 
Kent,  w^ould  be  "  pleasant  and  agreeable  to  persons  of  in- 
telligence and  disinterested  zeal  for  the  wise  and  just  reg- 
lation  of  the  public  concerns  of  the  city." 

Gentlemen — In  all  your  endeavors  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare and  secure  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  our  fellow-cit- 
izens, be  assured  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  second  your 
efforts  and  afford  you  my  warmest  co-operation. 

CALEB  S.  WOODHULL, 

Mayor. 
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The  following  report  from  the  Crotoa  Aqueduct  Depart- 
ment, was  received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


>••«- 


CROTON  AQUEDUCT  DEPARTMENT, 

0B6AIIZED  UNDER  A  LAW  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  ff.  T. 

PASSED  Uth  APRIIi,  1840. 


Boarb  of  Mana%tmtnt. 

NICHOLAS  DEAN,  President  Commissioner. 
THEODORE  R.  DE  FOREST,  Commissioner. 
ALFRED  W.  CRAVEN,  Chief  Engineer. 
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But  for  some  unexplained  reason,  the  last  meeting  of  the 
State  Commissioners  was  held  in  their  office,  within  the 
building  occupied  by  this  Department,  and  a  final  adjourn- 
ment made  without  any  personal  interview,  and  with  no 
written  or  verbal  communication  to  their  successors,  nor 
has  either  up  to  this  hour,  been  had  or  received. 

Under  these  circumstances  this  Board  has  proceeded 
with  such  information  as  it  possessed,  or  could  procure,  in 
the  adjustment  of  some  of  these  outstanding  claims.  A 
judgment  recovered  against  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  in  favor  of  Harman 
L.  R.  Edgar,  for  damages  sustained  on  this  island,  amount- 
ing with  interest  thereon,  to  twenty -one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  has  been  paid. 
A  claim  of  William  G.  Selleck,  for  losses  incurred  by  the 
breaking  away  of  the  Croton  dam,  in  January,  1841,  for 
upwards  of  nine  hundred  dollars,  has  been  compromised 
for  six  hundred  dollars,  and  paid.  In  this  instance  the 
Board  were  not  without  strong  misgivings  of  its  perfect 
fairness,  but  it  was  sustained  by  such  testimony  as  would 
have  sent  it  to  a  jury,  where  it  would  very  probably  have 
resulted  in  a  verdict  for  the  whole  amount,  to  be  further 
increased  by  costs  and  counsel  fees.  A  demand  of  Whit- 
ing Raymond,  for  damage  sustained  by  the  overflowing  of 
about  half  an  acre  of  his  farm,  by  the  Croton  lake,  has 
been  settled  by  the  payment  to  him  of  ninety  dollars,  and 
a  deed  of  conveyance  executed  by  himself,  and  wife, 
placed  upon  record  in  Westchester  County,  and  deposited 
with  the  Comptroller.  There  are  yet  many  demands 
against  the  city  for  individual  damage  along  the  line  of 
tbe  aqueduct,  principally  on  this  island,  and  mostly  origi- 
nating in  the  necessity  of  raising  the  grade   of  adjacent 
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•upemsion  and  control  of  this  Department,  it  has  receiv- 
ed, and  is  receiving,  all  the  attention  its  magnitude  de- 
mands. The  Engineer-in-Chief,  (Mr.  Craven,)  at  all 
times  not  necessarily  otherwise  employed,  is  assiduously 
engaged  in  making  the  surveys  and  levels,  in  preparing 
the  maps,  and  collecting  the  data  on  which  to  devise  a 
general  system  of  sewerage.  It  is  hoped  that  this  may  be 
so  far  perfected  during  the  winter,  as  to  enable  this  Depart- 
ment to  submit  the  result  of  its  labors  to  the  action  of 
the  Common  Council. 

The  amount  received  and  paid  into  the  City  Treasury, 
for  permits  granted  by  this  Department  to  make  connec- 
tions from  dwelling  houses,  and  other  buildings,  with  the 
public  sewers,  is  shown  in  schedule  C.  It  will  be  observ- 
ed that  the  receipts  from  this  source  more  than  equal  the 
disbursements  under  the  head  of  '^  sewers  and  drains,"  for 
repairing  and  cleaning.  As  the  benefits  to  householders 
resulting  from  these  connections,  come  to  be  generally 
known  and  appreciated,  the  number  of  them  will  proba- 
bly so  augment,  as  not  only  to  meet  the  annual  charges 
referred  to,  but  become  a  source  of  revenue. 

The  general  accounts  of* the  Department,  (not  those  of 
the  State  Water  Commissioners,  which  have  not  been  seen), 
were  found  to  have  been  kept  in  a  very  inartificial  man- 
ner, and  the  vouchers  upon  which  they  were  based,  in  a 
slovenly  and  confused  condition.  Order  has  been  intro- 
duced in  these  important  particulars,  and  a  new  set  of 
books  adapted  to  the  peculiar  transactions  of  the  Depart- 
ment, opened  upon  a  system  of  double  entry  of  establish- 
ed authority.  Schedule  D,  appended  hereto,  exhibits  a 
foil  statement  of  all  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
Department  since  its  present  organization,  arranged  under 
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SCHEDULE  K 


9nvtan  of  tDater  fltttts. 


nsz: 


lt40. 


Week  eodiDg  July  25. 

"  31. 
Aug.    8. 

•*     15. 

"    22. 

"  29. 
Sept.    5 . 

**     12. 

"     19. 

**  26. 
Oct.     3. 

"     10. 

"     17. 

"     24. 

''  31. 
Nov.    7. 

"     14. 

"     21. 

"  28. 
Dec.    5. 

"     12. 

"     19. 

**    26. 


ReceiTed  by  Re- 
gister. 


13,587  66 
14.815  50 
9.007  19 
6.417  04 
12.047  34 
8.608  67 
6.326  33 
5.490  84 
5.458  12 
5.383  59 
4.005  84 
2.633  85 
2.191  48 
3.121  17 
2.558  00 
1.994  37 
1.964  00 
1.400  00 
1.904  25 
1.470  50 
1.975  25 
1.690  92 
866  00 


Received  by  As- 
sistant Re^er 
new  permits,  etc 


114.917  91 


607  54 

406  99 
1.655  67 

695  74 

1.090  07 

858  25 

391  22 

800  00 

706  93 

1.078  49 

592  84 

473  59 

754  59 

1.128  00 

407  33 
1.422  00 
1.121  71 

355  49 
307  801 
316  19 
413  61 
964  38 
128  23 


16.666  66 


Total. 


14.195  20 
15.222  49 
10.662  86 
7.112  78 
13.137  41 
9.466  92 
6.717  55 
6.290  84 
6.165  05 
6.462  08 
4.598  68 
3.107  44 
2.946  07 
4.249  17 
2.965  33 
3.416  37 
3.085  71 
1.755  49 
2.212  05 
1.786  69 
2.388  86 
2.645  30 
994  23 


131,584  57 


New  permits  granted,. « 859, 
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SCHEDULE  A.— (CoNTiNUKD.) 


Office  Receipts  from  all  sources,  from  19tu  July,  1S49,  to 

31st  December  following. 

Water  rents  and  new  permits,. $131,584  57 

Permits  to  connect  with  sewers, 6,169  50 

Old  iron  pipes  sold, 61  79 

Repairing  free  hydrants, 48  53 

$137,864  39 

Weekly  payments  into  the  City  Treasury, 
under  oath,  per  receipts  of  Shepherd  Knapp, 
Esq.,  City  Chamberlain,  duplicates  filed 
with  Comptroller, $137,864  39 
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SCHEDULE  B. 


BcrtaQ  of  Pipts  anlr   StmtxB. 

Water  Pipes  laid  prom  20th  Aug.  to  31st  Dec,  1849. 

' —  >  ■■■ — — I .  ■      ■ 

Feet. 

4  inch,  34th  street,  bet.  9th  and  10th  avenues 520 

3d  avenue  ''     122d  to  106th  street 4,200 

106th  street,  ^^  3d  avenue  to  East  river.  •  •  .2,000 

6  inch,  N.  Wm.  st.  ^^  Frankfort  and  Chatham  sts.    460 

12th  street,  "  Dry  Dock  to  Avenue  C. . . .    900 

18th  street,  ^'  Avenue  A  to  1st  avenue. . .    810'. 

20th  street,  ^^  1st  avenue  and  2d  avenue.    392 

23d  street,     <'  7th       do.           8th     do.     .    840 

24th  street,  "  1st        do.           2d      do.     .      90 

25th  street,        west  of  10th  ayenue 163 

25th  street,  ^^  Madison  av.  and  4th  av. .  •  •    530 

30th  street,  "  8th  av.  and  9th  avenue... .    800 

31st  street,  ^<     10th  av.  and  Hudson  river  )  ^  j^q 

Railroad  depot )    ' 

31st  street,   ^^  8th  av.  and  9th  avenue. . .  •  153 

32d  street,  4th  av.  to  Madison  av.. . . .'  324 

32d  street,  Broadway  to  5th  av 506 

37th  street,  8th  av.  to  10th  avenue. . .  .1,807 

40th  street,  7th  av.  and  8th  avenue. . . .  475 

12  inch,  2d  avenue,  to  fountains  in   Stuyvesant 

square 260 

3d  avenue,  33d  street  to  38th  street...  950 
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SCHEDULE  B.— (CoifTiNi'ED.) 


8th  avenue,  at  23d  street 50 

28th  street,   at  8th  avenue 100 

28th  street,  from  East  river  to  west  of  First 

avenue 690 

16  inch,  15th  street,  3d  avenue  to  2d  avenue  and  to 

centre  of  Stuy vesant  square 953 


RECAPITULATION. 

6,720  feet  of   4  inch 
9,400    "         6    " 
2,050    "        12    " 
953     ''        16     ''     equal  to  3  miles  and  f . 


<    V* 


4>.  't  ' 
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SCHEDULE  B.-(CowTnfUEi>.) 


Bttrtau  df  |}i|ie0  anb   QtmtvB. 


Abstract  op  Sewers  and  Receiving  Basins  built  from  20th 

August  to  31st  December,  1849. 


Sewers. 


Broadway,  Dey  to  Fulton  st 

Broome  and  Varick  at 

Broadway,  Canal  to  Grand  st 

Broome,  East  river  to  Columbia  st.  •  • . 

Anthony,  Chapel  st.  to  Broadway 

18th  St.,  3d  av.  to  Irving  place 

26th  St.,  from  centre  of  2d  av.  300  feet 

west 

14th  st,  from  8th  to  6th  av 

Division  St.,  Suffolk  to  Clinton  st 

Avenue  A,  9th  to  10th  st 

toth  st,  from  near  3d  av.  to  and  through 

2d  av.  to  34th  st 

Anthony  st.,  Elm  to  Centre  st 

Greene    St.,   Waverly   place    to    near 

Washington  place 

6th   av.    and  31st  st.,   from   30th    st. 

through  6ih  av.  to  Broadway 

22d  St.,  from  East  river  to  2d  av. . .  I . . 

31st  St.,  from  9th  to  10th  av 

10th  St.,  from  4th  av.  to  2d  av 

11th  St.,  from  6th  a  v.  to  7th  av 

27th  St.,  Lexington  av.  to  3d  av 

Fnlton,  Broadway  to  near  Nassau  st... 
34lh  St.,  from  centre  9th  av.,  west. . . . 

Greenwich  St.,  Edgar  to  Morris  st 

17th  st,  2d  av,.  to  3d  av 

5th  av.  28th  to  29th  st 

Houston  St.,  Broadway  to  Mull)erry  st. 


Length  No.  of 
in  feet.   Baau 


256 
120 
641 
1,680 
828 
440 

350 

1,750 

320 

204 

1,135 
287 

389 

436 
1,616 
900 
1,129 
860 
410 
310 
565 
312 
550 
230 
547 


Feet  of  Sewers :16,165 


1 

4 

14 

2 


1 
2 
2 


2 
4 
2 
2 
2 


1 
1 


4    imllnliihtd 

2  I 


onfiniabed 
do. 
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SCHEDULE  B— (CorrriNi  KD, 


Brought  forward jl6,165   49 

KECEIVING  BASINS  BUILT. 


South-east  cor.  of  Greenwich  and  Bar- 
clay St 

Two  corners  of  West  and  Cortlandt  st. 
Cor.  Whitehall  st.  and  Bowling  Green 

5th  av.  and  Broadway 

5th  av.  and  24th  st 

S.  W.  cor.  Sullivan  and  Grand  st 

Cor.  Centre  and  Leonard  st 

17th  St.  and  2d  av 

Altered  and  rebuilt  on  2d  av.  14  basins. 


1 
2 


Feet  of  Sewers Il6,165|  58 


(baainiJfc 
(culverU 


RECAPITULATION. 

16,165  feet  of  sewers  built ;  more  than  3  miles. 
58  basins  and  culverts. 
14  basins  and  culverts  altered  and  rebuilt. 


OCf-Tbe  semen  marked  u  unfinished  are  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  in  rook  excava- 
vation,  and  are  far  advanced  to  completion. 
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SCHEDULE  C. 


WEEKLY  BECEIPTS  FOR  GRANTING  PERMITS  TO  CONNECT 

WITH  SEWERS. 

1849. 

July  25th, $165  00 

Aug.    1st, 200  00 

«      8th, 100  00 

«     15th, 160  00 

"    22d, 393  00 

«    29th, 285  00 

Sept.  5th, 300  00 

«     12th, 310  00 

«     19th, 225  00 

«    26th, 220  00 

Oct.     3d, 170  00 

"     10th, 230  00 

"     17th, 290  00 

"     24th, 360  00 

"    3l8t, 320  00 

Nov.    7th, 300  00 

"     15th, 395  00 

"     2l8t,.. 315  00 

"    28th, 382  50 

Dec.     5th, 214  00 

"     12th, 373  00 

"     19th, 362  00 

"     27ih, 100  00 

16,169  50 
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SCHEDULE  D.-<Coim2fUBD.) 


WATER    PIPES    AND    LAYING^ 

Ch. 

Balance  of  appropriations  unexpended  20th 
July, 16,069  43 

Additional  general  appropriation  by  Com- 
mon Council, 21,500  00 

Special  appropriation,  Third  avenue  and 
Thirty-fourth  street,  by  Common  Coun- 
cil,    6,200  00 

Special  appropriation,   Stuyvesant  square, 

by  Common  Council, 7,500  00 

Special  appropriation.  Ward's  Is^land,   by 

Common  Council, • 6,000  00 

$57,269  43 
Db. 

Wages,  foremen  and  men, 15,861  20* 

Cartage, 739  15 

Tapping  pipes, 786  75 

Fire  hydrants, 581  06 

Repairing  hydrants, 844  69 

Brass  cocks, •    1,146  37 

Fire   hydrant  and    stop    cock 

boxes, 894  51 

Branches,  sleeves,  caps,  bends, 

&c., 1,490  32 

'  Water  pipes, 14,613  65 

Receiving    reservoir,    painting 

four  miles  of  fences,  &c.,. . .  •    1.104  45 

Forward, 38,062  16 


t 
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SCHEDULE  D.— (Cojmifuw).) 


Salaries. 

Tli4B  payments  under  tl&ls  bead  are  for  unequal  periods,  and  firactloua 
of  montlks,  but  In  all  cases  to  tbe  31st  Deceasber,  1849. 

Ch. 

By  sundry  requisitions  upon  the  Comptroller.. $10,677  66 
Dr. 

To  Nicholas  Dean,  President $910  04 

"  Theodore  R.  De  Forest,  Comm'r...  910  04 
"  Alfred  V/.  Craven,  Chief  Eng'r..  910  04 

"  Edward  H.  Tracy,  Engineer 929  22 

"  KrztaA  FTenman,  former  President.  503  18 
"  Drake  B.  Palmer^  late  register. ...  87  13 
•*  Alonzo  B  Bigelow,  late  Ass.  Regis.  358  94 
"  Geo.  G.  UtcA,  late  Accountant.. . .  176  00 

^^  John  J.  Concklin,  Messenger 235  50 

"  Wm.  Adamson,Sup'tatCrotondam  300  00 
"  James  Scott,  do.      Sing-Sing.    274  83 

"  Bernard  See,  do.      Tarrytown  195  82 

"  Abm.  Scudder,  do.  Yonkers...  234  82 
"  JohnBremner,  do.  Tibbitt'sB.  234  82 
John  L.  Berrian,  do.  Fordham..  234  82 
Jacob  Moore,  do.  Highbridge  234  82 
John  Geary,  do.     Rec'g  Res.  368  00 

Geo.  .^rm^/rong,  night  watch,  do.  153  00 
H.  A.  Maynard,  Sup't  Dist'g  Res.  368  00 
James  Gulick,  foreman  Proving  yd  314  00 
Thomas  Coles,  Keeper  Park  fount.  228  00 

Forward $8,160  02 


ti 

ic 
u 
li 


Uqc.  No.  «•)  68 

SCHEDUllE  D.— (CoKTHfVBp.) 


Ch.  Brought  forward $10,677  65 

Bureau  of  Water  Pipes  and  Sewers. 

Dr.  Brought  forward $8,160  65 

To  John  P.  Plender,  Water  Purveyor 

and  Chief  of  Bureau 653  73 

"  Alex.  F.  Dodge, Contract  Clerk...  416  67 

* 

Bureau  of  Water  Rents. 

To  Revo  C.  Hance,  Register  and  Chief 

ofBureau 625  00 

<^  William  Fardoa,  Assistant  Register  113  90 
<<  WorthingtoB  Hodgkinson,  Clerk..  250  00 
"  Wi^iam  V.  Le  Count,  do.  . .  250  00 

'^  Edumnd  £.  Dean»  (}o.  • .  208  33 

.^$10,677  66 


Noiz. — The  namefl  in  italics  are.  not  now  in  the  service  of  the  department.  Hm 
olBee  of  Aeooontant  is  Taoant,  the  Pretident  perfbnning  the  duties  ad  interim.  The 
offioet  of  Keeper  of  tha  Pack  Foontain,  and  Night  Watoh  a*  the  Reoeitfat 
Toir  have  been  aboUdied. 
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SCHEDULE  D.— (CoNTiiruiD, 


0tatt0ttcal  Sables. 

Made  pursujint  to  Sec.  18,  Chap.  383,  Sess.  Laws  1849. 

Cr. 

Appropriation  made  by  Common  Council,  .10,000  (X) 
Dr. 

Paid  for  collecting  statistics,  1st  Ward,  266  73 
<*  "  *«         2d      "       216  00 

"  "  "         3d      ''      218  00 

«  "  "       4th      "      300  00 

"  "  "      5th      ''      291  26 

"  "  "       6th      "      229  63 

*•  "    .         «       7th      "      406  25 

**^  «  "       8th      "      460  00 

*«  "  "       9th      '*       428  00 

"  "  '<     10th      "      394  50 

"  "  "     11th      "      350  00 

"  "  "     12th      ''        50  76 

"  *'  "     13th      "      268  76 

"  "  "     14th      "      250  00 

*'  "  «     15th      "      330  00 

«  ''  "     16th      '*      506  00 

"  "  "     17th      "      491  00 

"  "  «     18th      "      420  00 

George  F.  Nesbitt,  for  blank  books 

and  stationery, 151  25 

Clerk  hire  in  office  for  transcribing 

returns  and  classifying  them,....  657  50  6,685  66 
Unexpended     balance,     probably 

enough  to  complete  the  work, * .  .$3,314  36 

10,000  00 
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GENERAL  RECAPITULATION. 


Total  office  receipts,  per  statement,  ante 
Paid  to  Bhepherd  Knapp,  City  Chamb. 


c< 


Sewers  repairing  and  cleaning,  recp's 

'      disbursments 


tt 


(* 


Water  pipes  and  laying,  recp's 

disbursements 


i< 


*t 


Croton  water  works  extension,  recp's 

disbursements 


<f 


(( 


Aqued.  repairs  and  Improvers,  recp*s 

disbursements 


(( 


t( 


Aqued.  construction  account,     recp's 

disbursements 


t< 


(f 


Salaries, 
«< 

Statistical  tables, 


<i 


recps 
disbursembents 


recps 
disbursements 


Deposited  in  Mechanics*  Bank, 


187,864  89 
187,864  89 

6,790  61 
6,595  86 

57,269  48 
44,248  19 

•••••••• 

160,029  85 
149,851  14 

10,508  14 
7,851  62 

25,857  50 
24,122  68 

10,677  65 
10,677  65 

10,000  00 
6,686  65 

194  75 

18,026  24 

10,678  21 

2,666  62 

1,284  87 


8,814  85 


$81,104  M 


The  preceding  accounts  embrace  a  period  of  about  fire  months ;  for  a 
▼lew  of  the  entire  year  see  Comptroller's  annual  report. 


Croton  Aqueduct  Deparimenty 
December  31,  1849. 


DOCtMENT    No.   9. 


BOARD   OF  ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  7,  1850. 


The  Semi-annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  for  the 
six  months  ending  October  31st,  was  received,  laid  on 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINt,  Ckfk. 


To  the  Hon.  Caleb  S.  Woodhull,  Mayor. 

Sir  : — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  tfemi-annual  re- 
port of  the  Police  Department,  commencing  with  the  first 
day  of  May,  and  etiding  with  the  thirty*firit  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1849. 

fimbraoed  in  tba  report,  ypu  will  find  a  larfeandimtnf 
statistical  information  relating  to  crime  in  this,  city,  the 
▼iolation  of  Corporatioo  MdiaaBceSr  and  tho  cpoditiott  of 
this  department. 
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In  addition  to  which  the  female  portion  of  the  youngest 
class,  those  who  have  only  seen  some  eight  or  twelve  sum- 
mers, are  addicted  to  immoralities  of  the  most  loathsome 
description  ;  each  yefur  makes  fearful  additions  to  the  ranks 
of  these  prospective  recruits  of  infamy  and  sin,  and  from 
this  corrupt  and  festering  fountain  flows  on  a  ceaseless 
stream  to  our  lowest  brothels,  to  the  penitentiary  and  the 
slates'  prison. 

Reports  have  been  made  to  me  from  the  captains  of  the 
First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh, 
Eighth,  Tenth,  Eleventh  and  Thirteenth  Patrol  districts, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  enormous  number  of  two 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  children  are  engaged 
Bs  above  described  in  these  wards  alone,  and  of  these,  two^ 
thirds  are  females^  between  eight  and  sixteen  years  of  age. 
This  estimate  I  believe  to  be  far  short  of  the  number  ac- 
tvally  thus  engaged.  Astounding  as  it  may  seem,  there; 
are  many  hundreds  of  parents  in  this  city,  who  absoluldly 
drive  their  ofispring  forth  to  practices  of  theft  and  semi- 
beastiality,  that  they  themselves  may  live  lazily  on  the 
means  thus  secured  ;  selling  the  very  bodies  and  souls  of 
those  in  whom  their  own  blood  circulates,  for  the  means  of 
dissipation  and  debauchery. 

These  embryo  courtezans  and  felons  may  be  divided 
into  several  classes,  as  follows : 

Fkst^  Those  who  congregate  around  the  piers^  &o*, 
where  merchandize  is  chiefly  landed.  Cunning  and  adroit 
ift  these  emigrations,  they  daily  pilfer  immense  quantities  of 
ceOoa,  sugar,  spirits,  coSe^^  lieas,  Jtc,,  prom  the  bales,  b^gs- 
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these  j uvenile  rogues  generally  manage  to  escape.  Parents 
appear  in  their  behalf,  with  tears  and  promises  of  a  more 
careful  supervision  in  future,  and  the  petit  pilferer  is  re- 
leased from  durance,  with  a  simple  reprimand  from  the 
sitting  magistrate,  to  return  in  one  hour  to  the  docks — a 
more  confirmed  thieving  vagabond  than  ever. 

This  course  of  procedure  has  become  so  universal,  that 
policemen  are  discouraged  ;  and,  as  the  owners  of  the  pro- 
perty will  seldom  take  the  trouble  to  appear  upon  the  wit- 
ness' stand,  it  seems  to  be  proper  that  some  further  remedy 
should  be  sought. 

In  the  investigation  of  this  important  subject,  I  would 
beg  to  direct  your  Honor's  attention  to  the  numerous  junk- 
shops  and  places  where  second-hand  articles  are  bought 
and  sold,  now  existing  in  this  city.  It  is  notorious  to  those 
who,  as  ministers  of  the  law,  are  obliged  to  keep  a  record 
of  these  establishments,  that  more  than  a  moiety  of  them 
might  more  properly  be  designated,  ^'  receptacles  of  stolen 
goods."  They  oifer  a  reward  for  theft,  and  an  encourage- 
ment to  crime,  by  the  facilities  they  afford  to  thieves,  both 
old  and  young,  for  the  disposal  of  their  stolen  wares. 

There  are  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  junk  and  second- 
hand dealers  in  New  York,  and  of  this  number,  only  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  are  licensed  in  accordance  with 
the  ordinances  of  the  Corporation.  Under  the  present  law 
it  is  necessary  to  report  those  not  licensed,  to  the  CorpoEE- 
tion  Attorney,  who  should  sue  for  the  recovery  of  the  pen- 
alty, for  the  violation  of  the  ordinance.  This  process  is 
found  to  be  wholly  inadequate  to  the  suppression  of  the  evil 
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it  almost  ever  spent  during^  the  night,  in  visiting  the  gal- 
leries of  the  minor  theatres,  or  in  the  lowest  dens  of  drun- 
kenness and  diseaise  which  abound  in  the  ^'  Five  Points"^ 
and  its  vicinity ;  and  they  oftentimes  waste  large  sums  of 
money,  amid  half-grown  boys  of  similar  stamp,  in  the 
most  disgusting  scenes  of  precocious  dissipation  and  de- 
bauchery. The  number  thus  engaged  is  estimated,  in  the 
lower  districts  at  about  one  hundred. 


The  third  class  are  also  sufficiently  well  marked  to  pre- 
sent distinctive  features.  They,  likewise,  are  mostly  girls 
of  tender  years,  and  frequently  neatly  dressed  and  modest 
looking.  Their  ostensible  business  is  the  sale  of  fruits, 
socks,  tooth-picks,  &c.,  and  with  this  ruse  they  gain  ready 
access  to  counting-rooms,  offices  and  other  places,  where, 
in  the  secrecy  and  seclusion  of  a  turned  key,  they  submit 
their  persons,  for  the  miserable  bribe  of  a  few  shillings,  to 
the  most  loathsome  and  degrading  familiarities. 

By  these  practices  they  frequently  are  enabled  to  carry 
home  some  two  or  three  dollars  daily.,  And  this  very 
money,  to  obtain  which  the  miserable  child  exchanges  its 
present  and  future  welfare,  is  eagerly  grasped  by  the  often 
inebriate  parents,  who,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the  sa- 
crifice by  which  it  was  obtained,  scruple  not  to  use  it ;  and 
on  the  morrow  the  girl  is  again  sent  forth  upon  the  same 
disgusting  errand.  The  captain  of  the  eleventh  patrol 
district,  in  speaking  of  ^his  class  of  children,  says,  ^^  scenes 
of  almost  nightly  occurrence  might,  if  necessary,  be  related, 
which,  for  vileness  and  deep  depravity,  would  absolutely 
stagger  belief." 


^ 
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suggestion  in  conclusion,  that  in  my  opinion,  some  method 
by  which  these  children  could  be  compelled  to  attend  our 
schools  regularly,  or  be  apprenticed  to  some  suitable  occu- 
pation, would  tend  in  time,  more  to  improve  the  morals  of 
the  community,  prevent  crime,  and  relieve  th^  city  from 
its  onerous  burthen  of  expenses  for  the  Alms  House  and 
Penitentiary  tlian  any  other  conservative  or  philanthropic 
movement  with  which  I  am  at  present  acquainted. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.^ 

GEO.  W.  MATSELL, 

Chief  of  Police. 
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REPORT 
Mad*  b;  Uu  CfUint  of  the  mranl  POrol  Diatricia,  lo  Uic  ChlaT  of  Polios,  of  psi^ 


Tlw  tatal  nmobar  at  knots  fmn  the  BrM  dsj  of  Mb;  bi'lhe  thirty -flrat  dij  of  Odo- 

«)i<«h  t«a  tbooMiid  &Te  fanndnd  and  dxty-eight  wen  malM, 
tud  Uin«  tbotMUtd  WT«n  bnndnd  ud  ^  war*  hmalM. 
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RECAPITULATION, 


Showiog  the  munbei  of  violodoiu  of  City  Ordipsiices,  si  repoiU 
ed  by  eacb  of  the  several  districts. 
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REPORT 

Hade  to  the  Chief  of  Police  by  the  Captains  of  the  several 
Patrol  Districts,  of  the  number  of  persons  to  whom 
lodging  was  given  ; 

The  number  of  lost  children  restored  to  their  parents  ; 
The  number  of  persons  rescued  from  drowning ; 

The  number  of  fires  discovered  and  extinguished  by 
policemen; 

And  the  number  of  stores  and  dwellings  found  open, 
md  exposed  at  night,  by  the  carelessness  of  the  occupants, 
fiom  the  first  day  of  May,  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  October, 
1849,  inclusive. 

Persons  furnished  with  lodgings, •  •  •21,621 

Lost  children  restored  to  their  parents, 2,662 

Fires  discovered  and  extinguished, • 87 

Persons  rescued  from  drowning, • 65 

Stores  and  dwellings  found  open  and  secured,.  • .      532 
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THE    FOLLOWING    NUMBER    OF   POLICEMEN    ^TERE    DETAILED 

FOR   SPECIAL    DITTY,  TO   WIT  : 

At  Police  Cour^,.  ...••• •  17 

*'  •  Court  of  Sessionf,..  •  •  •  • 10 

**   CSty  Law  Courts,  ......; 19 

"    PoBB  Office,;... ;...... 1 

^^   Office  of  Alms  house, 1 

^^   Railroad  Depots, • 4 

^^   Ferries,. 6 

^^  Steamboal  LandingB,.  •  • •,•••••••••••••  9 

<<   Markets,. 4 

<^   Mayor's  Office, w 1 

*  ChiefsOffice, ; 3 

As  Sdriveners  at  Cfaiers  Office,.  ..•.•.....•. S 

'^  St«i|re  Itispectors, ..•.•..•••..•••..  i ....  •  8 

«  Hnek       " i 

"   Cart          "          2 

'^   Inspector  of  Junk  Shops, 1 

^<          ^^            Pawn  Brokers, 1 

^^   Street  Inspectors,  ••••..••. 16 

<^   Dock  Masters, 9 

«   Health  Wardens,...   18 

"   Bell  Ringers, 15 

On  Special  duty, 4 

'^   Miscellaneous, ••%.••.••«••••  12 

In  Parks  and  Places,.  ..;• .......  4 »*%•...«..*  S 
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Vacancies  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1849. 
In  the   First  Patrol  District, 2 


Second 

a 

Fifth 

a 

Seventh 

a 

Ninth 

a 

Thirteenth 

u 

Sixteenth 

(( 

8 

Effkctive  force  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1849, 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-two,  to  wit  i 

Captains,...  •••.••• / 17 

Assistant  Captains,.  • • 36 

Sergeants, * 69 

Policemen, ••••770 

892 

From  the  first  day  May  to  the  thirty-first  day  of 
October,  1849,  inclusive,  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  COMPLAINTS  WERE  PREFERRED  AGAINST  MEMBERS  OF 

THE  Police  Department,  which  were  disposed  of  as 

FOLLOWS,  TO  WIT  : 

Dismissed  from  office, •••••• 17 

Suspended  from  pay,t  •••••••• •  •  • 39 

Resigned  after  complaint  was  made, 10 

Complaints  dismissed, 73 

139 
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BOARD   OF   ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  14,  1860. 


The  following  ADuual  Report  of  the  Public  Administrator, 
was  received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk.    • 


To  the  Common  Council 

of  the  City  of  J\rew  York 

The  Public  Administrator  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  hereby  submits  a  statement  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  his  office,  from  the  first 
day  of  January,  1849,  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1850, 
including  the  balances  in  his  hands  standing  to  the  credit 
of  the  several  estates,  on  the  books  of  his  office. 
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Report  of  the  Expenses  of  Administration  upon  all 

Estates  for  the  year  1849. 

Surrogate's  fees,  advertising,  collecting,  cartage, 
Appraisers'  fees,  printing,  clerk  hire,  agents' 
bills,  and  all  charges  and  expenses  in  securing 
the  effects  of  all  estates  and  administering  the 
same, $3406  92 

The  aggregate  of  commissions  and  unclaimed 
balances  paid  by  the  Public  Administrator  to 
the  City  Treasury,  on  the  31st  December, 
1849, $4742  00 

The  number  of  estates  in  the  course  of  ad- 
ministration, on  the  1st  January^  1849,..   192 

The  number  of  estates  taken  charge  of  by 
the  Public  Administrator,  during  the  year 
1849,,.... 202 


Total, 394 

JAMES  S.  THAYER, 

Public  Jldministrator. 
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REPORT  OF  BALANCES 
Standing  to  the  credit  of  the  following  Estates,  and  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Administrator,  un- 
claimed by  next  of  kin  or  otherwise,  and  paid  into  the 
City  Treasury,  December  31, 1849,  by  James  S.  Thayer, 
Public  Administrator. 


ERATE 

Edwin  E.  Ewen..l41  87 
John  O^Connor. . .   13  23 

James  Voase 11  05 

Alfred  Forbes 19  16 

Thomas  Boland. . .  138  98 

Jacob  Muller 70  28 

Geo.  W.  Johnson.  14  19 
Honora  Conari...411  99 
James  Anyon. • . .  12  86 
Henry  Deitken ...   17  07 

Henry  Baker 8  12 

James  Turner....  3  31 
Robert  Delaney...  6  72 
John  Maloney. . . .  11  37 
William  Raftary.. 598  34 

StatiraGibbs 120  79 

Hannah  Cordray..l47  70 

John  Lloyd 32  76 

Joel  Brooks 25  25 


Amount  brought  up .81805  04 

ESTATE 

Samuel  Johnson..  24  66 
Catharine  Welden.  15  60 
John  Cozzens. ...  22  13 
Charles  A.  Molan.  35  55 

Patrick  Barry 4  14 

Jesse  Combs 10  30 

Niels  Matzen 148  12 

Henry  Morris 20  04 

Mary  Ann  M'Kenna  14  74 
RomaineBrinviIle.191  44 

John  McCort 10  79 

Geo.  Bladenburgh.  56  99 

Joseph  Fisher 37  99 

William  Badger. . .   16  36 

Moses  Foley. 29  62 

John  T.  Cooke...  22  26 
Asher  Richards ...  3  47 
Andrew  C.  Madge.  9  23 
Louisa  Scger 10  78 


$1805  04 . 


$2489  25 


JAxMES  S.  THAYER, 

Public  Administrator. 


Public  Administrator 
Jfew  York 


linistrator^s  Office ^ } 
,  Jan.  5,  1850.        ) 
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STATEMENT  OF  BALANCES 

Charged  to  the  Corporation,  December  28,  1849,  being 
amount  of  expenses  incurred  over  the  receipts  in  the 
following  estates. 


I 


KSTATB 

fJohn  Harris $8 

Thomas  French  .  8 

George  Miller....  8 

£-{  John  Williams. . .  4 

John  Baker 8 

David  Richards  • .  8 

.William  Luke...  3 

Alexander  Blair..  10 

Joseph  Blackstock.  10 

Martin  Duchman.  2 

L.  M.  Hankinson.  1 


90; 

90  ! 

90i 

09: 

90 

90 

89. 

62  I 

68' 

05, 

90: 


:  I 


Amount  brought  up. $77  73 

ESTATK 

Cath'nc  McManus.  1  91 
Greorge  Dccoster..  0  07 
Joseph  Thomas. . .  1  90 
Peter  Furman ....     0  59 

John  Barling 1  50 

Mary  Ann  Sneeden  7  88 
Susan  EmilyHaight  7  88 
John  Sweeny.. ..   13  81 

John  Reid 2  90 

Henry  XL  Edwards  19  65 


It 

s 


$77  73 


$135  82 


JAMES  S.  THAYER, 

Public  Mministrator, 


New  York,  January  5,  1850. 
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The  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  account 
with  James  S.  Thayer,  Public  Administrator. 


Jul  16 


Feb.  281 
Mar. 


May 


Aug. 
N(yr. 
Not. 


Dm. 


Dee.  31 


To  paid  M.  Bncknum  for  oo«l 

**      For  box  for  papers 

For  coal  acattle 

For  carryinir  in  coal 

Three  monUiB  office  rait. . . 

Poetages 

Buokman  for  coal 

Greely  k,  McElrath,  adver. 
annual  report  for  1818. . . 

Reftinded  conmuasions,  es- 
tate John  Andrews 

Three  months  office  rent. . . 

Albany  Argos,  pablishing 
annual  report  for  1848. . . 

Brown,  store-room  rent .... 

Three  months  office  rent. . . 

Three  months  office  rent. . . 

Senrinff  800  notices  on  hotel 
and  boarding-house  keep- 
ers  

Box  for  papers 

Crying  accounts 

Balances  of  estates  where 

expenses  are  more  than  re- 
ceipts  

Balance  to  Shepherd  Knapp 
City  Treasurer 


«• 


(C 


(« 


« 


cc 
c« 


cc 
cc 


t< 


<« 


•1 

1 
1 

37 

4 

22 


50 
25 
26 

60 
70 
26 


266  00 


80 
87 

100 

5 

37 

37 


80 

3 

80 


185 
2252 


20 
50 

00 
22 

50 
50 


00 
50 
00 


82 
75 


3108  44 


Deoember  28, 1849. 
By  oommissioni  on 
moneys  received  by 
Jamks  S.  Thatek, 
Public  Administnk 
tor,  4tc.,  daring  the 
year  1848 


8108  44 


3106  41 


PuBUc  Administrator's  Office,  \ 
New  York,  January  5,  1850.  $ 


State  of  New  York,  ) 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  J  *  * 

James  S.  Thaver,  Public  Administrator  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  according  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge,  information  and  belief,  the  annexed  account  contains 
a  true  statement  of  the  moneys  received  for  commissions  and  ex- 
penses ;  and  of  the  total  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures  in 
each  case  in  which  the  Public  Administrator  has  taken  charge  of, 
and  collected  any  effects,  or  in  which  he  has  administered  upon 
any  estate  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
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nine,  with  the  name  of  the  deceased,  his  addition  and  place  of 
residence,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  if  known,  and  the  country  or 
place  from  whence  he  came,  if  a  non-resident  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

JAMES  S.  THAYER,  Public  AdmnUtratar. 

Sworn  before  me,  January  > 
6th,  1850.  I 

Geo.  Ireland,  Jr.,  CammUsianer  of  Deeds. 
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Tbe  following  communication  was  received  from  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  transmitting  one  from  Mons.  Vatte- 
mare,  in  relation  to  International  Exchanges,  which 
was  laid  on  the  table  and  -directed  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  CUrk. 


Mayor's  Office,  \ 
Jan.  14th,  1850.   S 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  City  of  JVeto  York  : 

Gentlemen  . 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  valuable  and  interesting 
communication  from  Alexandre  Vattemare,  the  distki- 
guished  author  of  the  system  of  International  Exchanges^ 
tendering  to  the  city  of  New  York,  another  important  col- 
lection of  books,  medals,  &c.,  presented  in  the  name,  and 
in  behalf  of  the  people  of  France,  as  a  homage  to,  and 
for  the  use  of  the  American  people. 
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Already  through  the  liberal  foresight  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, a  spacious  apartment  in  the  City  Hall  has  been  set 
apart  for  the  reception  of  the  works  heretofore  presented 
throngh  me,  to  which  these  now  offered  for  your  accept- 
ance will  be  added,  and  thus  will  be  laid  at  once,  the 
foundation  of  a  library  for  the  people  of  New  York,  and 
for  the  countless  Uiousands  of  all  nations  and  countries, 
who  shall  be  visitors  or  denizens  of  New  York. 

Such  a  library  under  the  patronage  of  the  municipality, 
and  under  the  management  of  a  permanent  Board,  whose 
services  shall  be  honorary  and  gratuitous,  could  not  fail  to 
gain  rapidly  from  donations  from  well-disposed  citizens, 
from  legislative  aid,  and  from  other  sources,  while  it 
would  entail  no  other  expense  upon  the  Corporation  than 
a  moderate  annual  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  a 
librarian,  for  fuel,  and  for  the  stationery  indispensable  to 
facilitate  the  studies  and  researches,  which  it  may  be  con- 
fidently assumed  such  a  library  would  promote. 

As  the  mission  to  which  I  am  devoting  my  life,  has  ne- 
cessarily led  me  to  reflect  much  upon  the  details  by  which 
the  system  of  international  exchange,  and  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  the  people  may  be  best  promoted, 
you  will,  sir,  I  trust,  hold  me  excused,  if  I  shall  venture 
to  suggest  a  plan  whereby  such  a  public  library  may  be 
advantageously  founded  and  conducted. 

1st.  It  is  to  be  a  pi^Iic  library  for  the  people,  and 
founded  by  the  peoplts'  representatives  in  the  Common 
Council. 

2d.  Its  use  is  to  be  free  to  all,  under  such  regulations  as 
the   managers,   to  be  appointed  by  the  Common  Council, 
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Sach  18  the  outline  which  I  venture  to  propose  for  the 
public  library  of  the  city,  of  which  the  origin  and  foun- 
dation, will  be  the  publications  which  it  is  my  happiness 
to  have  been  the  agent  of  presenting  to  the  city  of  New 
York* 

Already  Paris  has  acted  upon  a  like  suggestion,  and  has 
established  in  the  midst  of  its  thronging  population,  an 
American  Library^  in  which  are  placed  in  especial  alcoves, 
the  donations  of  the  several  states  and  cities,  made  through 
me,  to  that  city.  I  need  hardly  say  how  much  gratifica- 
tion has  been  expressed  by  Americans  in  Paris,  to  find 
themaelves  at  home  among  their  fireside  books  and  authors, 
in  a  foreign  capital,  while  the  citizens  of  that  capital,  and 
those  who  from  all  nations  are  visitors  to  it,  have  thus  an 
opportanity,  of  which  they  eagerly  avail  themselves,  to 
become  better  acquainted  with  American  letters,  arts  and 
institutions,  through  American  sources.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose a  French  library  in  New  York,  but  a  library  for 
the  people,  founded  indeed,  in  books  chiefly  the  offering 
of  France,  but  destined  to  grow,  so  as  to  comprehend  pub- 
lications in  all  languages,  and  open  to  the  men  of  all 
languages  and  races,  equally  with  the  homeborn  of  this 
cosmopolite  city. 

It  is  for  an  institution  founded  by  the  people,  and  for 
the  people  that  I  plead,  and  the  earnest  already  given  by 
the  Common  Council  of  their  hearty  co-operation  in  these 
views,  emboldens  me  thus  zealously  and  in  detail  to  repeat 
and  enlarge 'upon  them. 

The  city  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  and  of  Port- 
land, in  Maine,  have  testified  to  me  in  the  most  unmistak- 
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I  expressed  to  Mr*  Gallatin  my  reluctance  to  place  them 
in  any  but  a  public  depository,  where  they  would  be  both 
beyond  the  reach  of  accident,  and  more  generally  accessi- 
ble* That  true  and  considerate  friend  of  science  assent- 
ed to  this  view,  and  they  were  accordingly  presented  to 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  now  form  part  of  your  library. 

If  these  shall  occupy  an  especial  alcove  in  the  peoples' 
library,  under  the  charge  of  the  New  York  Ethnological 
Society^  I  do  not,  I  think,  deceive  myself,  when  I  say  that 
from  the  ethnological  societies  of  all  Europe,  I  can  guar- 
antee the  transmission  of  their  publications  and  proceed- 
ings, and  thus  will  be  founded  a  great  ethnological  de- 
partment in  your  cosmopolite  library. 

Long  as  is  this  communication,  I  cannot  terminate  it 
withont  expressing  ray  deep  sense  of  obligation  to  Mr* 
Valentine,  the  clerk  of  your  Board,  whose  zeal,  intelli- 
gence and  enthusiasm,  in  preparing  and  promoting  the 
detaib  of  fitting  up  the  library,  have  mainly  conduced  to 
its  success,  and  greatly  lightened  my  labors. 

ALEXANDRE  VATTEMARE. 
New  York,  jKnuary  14th,  1850. 
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Placitum  Chlodovei  the  Third, 

Praeceptum 

Privilegium  Chlodovei, 

Charta  exeambii,  ^ 

Placitum  Childebcrti  the  Third, 

Charta  Precaria, 

Placitum  Childeberti  the  Third, 

'*        Peppini  Majoris  domus, 
Praeceptum  from        " 

Fragmentum  epistole  Imperatoris  Constantinopolatoni, 
(2)  (sheets,)  a.  d.  863;  in  all  thirty-nine  fac-similes. 

y 
A    COLLECTION    OF   PORTRAITS 

6th.  of  the  most  illustrious  and  celebrated  characters  of 
France,  who  flourished  in  the  sixteenth  century,  being 
most  perfect  similes  of  the  originals,  'colored  crayon 
drawings  by  the  most  distinguished  artists  of  that 
time ;  colored  plates  by  Mr.  Riflaut,  with  historical 
and  biograpical  notices,  published  by  P.  G.  Hiel. 
The  continuation  of  this  most  interesting  and  beauti- 
ful publication  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  the  fol- 
lowing numbers  shall  appear.  The  portraits  already 
published  and  presented,  are  those  of 

1st.  Pierre  Quesnel,  painted  by  his  son,  Nicholas,  a.  d* 

1574. 
2d.   Charles  the  Ninth,  King  of  France. 
3d.  Mary  Stuart,  Queen  of  Scotland. 
4th.  Louisa  of  Lorraine,  wife  of  Henry  the  Third,  King 

of  France. 
6th,  Elizabeth  of  Austria,  wife  of  Charles  the  Ninthi 

King  of  France. 
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6th.  Henry  the  Third,  King  of  France. 

7th  and  8ih.  Catharine  do  Medicis,  two  portraits  taken 

in  youth  and  womanhood. 
9th.  Queen  Claude. 
10th.  Queen  Kelyonneur. 
11th.  Marguerite   of  France,   first    wife    of  Henry    the 

Fourth. 
12th.  Portrait  without  any  indication. 

7th.  Two  lithographs  relative  to  t|ie  glorious  death  of 
the  Archbishop  of  Paris,  killed  on  the  barricades,  the 
24th  day  of  June,  1848,  while  endeavoring  to  put  an 
end  to  the  civil  war.  When  urged  not  to  expose  him- 
self to  such  imminent  danger,  he  answered  :  ^^  the 
good  shepherd  gives  his  life  for  his  flock"  ;  and  when 
receiving  the  death  blow,  he  exclaimed :  ^^  may  my 
blood  be  the  last  shed  !"     (By  Joseph  Felom.) 

8th.  Portrait  of  R6.  Gay rard,  celebrated  sculptor,  the  same 
who  presented  to  the  city  of  New  York,  the  beautiful 
statue,  the  personification  of  the  French  Republique 
of  1848. 

9th.  A  series  of  colored  drawings,  being  fac-similes  taken 
from  the  most  celebrated  ancient  and  beautiful  MSS, 
preserved  in  the  National  Library  of  France,  and 
other  public  establishments  of  Europe,  printed  in 
colors,  by  Mr.  Engelmann,  according  to  his  very  in- 
genious and  patented  invention,  called  chromolitho- 
graphy,  presented  by  himself  to  the  city  of  New 
York,  as  specimens  for  the  gratification  of  his  fellow- 
lithographers  of  that/city. 


DOGirniErVT    No.   6. 


BOAED   OF   ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  14,  1850. 


^^  ^^.■*.'N  .^^xj**-^  ^^  ^  •^.^.^«*-■'  '■.'*-^- 


The  following  Report  of  the  Special  Committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  subject  of  holding  Stated  Sessions  of 
the  Common  Council,  and  to  pay  the  members  for  their 
services,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  directed  to 
be  printed,  with  the  subjoined  amendment. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Resolvedj  If  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  concur, 
that  the  Common  Council  hold  but  three  stated  sessions, 
during  the  present  year,  not  exceeding  one  month  each. 

Retolvedy  Thhi  when  this  Board  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  to-morrow,  at        o'clock. 

Amended— That  the  subject  be  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee,  with  instructions  to  report  upon  the  propriety 
of  allowing  a  liberal  compensation  ix)  each  member. 
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The  special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annex- 
ed resolution,  relative  to  holding  but  three  stated  sessions 
of  the  Common  Council  during  the  present  year,  and  to 
compensate  the  members  for  their  services,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  deliberation,  and 
deem  it  a  matter  eminently  entitled  to  the  most  favorable 
consideration  of  the  Board. 

Your  Committee  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  immediately 
conforming  to  the  requirement  of  the  amended  charter, 
which  prescribes  three  stated  sessions  of  not  exceeding  one 
month  each,  to  be  held  in  January,  May  and  September, 
inasmuch  as  the  late  Common  Council,  have  in  a  very  im- 
portant particular  anticipated,  what  no  doubt  the  framers 
of  the  charter  considered  would  not  be  completed  until 
after  the  first  of  January,  1850,  to  wit:  the  organization 
of  the  various  departments  of  the  municipal  government. 
That  having  been  done  in  June  last,  and  the  said  depart- 
ments being  consequently  better  prepared  for  the  legislative 
action  of  the  Common  Council,  conformable  to  the  said 
periods  as  prescribed  by  the  charter  for  its  meetings,  strongly 
confirms  your  Committee  in  their  opinions  in  this  particular. 

But  as  the  greater  part  of  the  month  of  January  will 
probably  elapse  before  a  resolution  can  pass  and  receive 
the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  regulating  the  periods  of  ses- 
sions, your  Committee  recommend  that  the  stated  meetings 
for  the  present  year  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  February, 
March  and  April,  and  continue  from  day  to  day  in  each 
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of  said  monllis  until  the  business  of  the  Boards  shall  be 
completed,  and  hold  monthly  sessions  in  May  and  Sep- 
tember as  the  charter  requires  shall  be  done,  after  the  pre- 
sent year. 

The  system,  your  Committee  are  fully  satisfied,  can  be  as 
easily  put  in  operation  now,  and  with  less  inconvenience 
in  all  probability,  to  all  concerned,  than  would  be  next 
year,  if  the  old  mode  of  weekly  or  semi-monthly  meetings 
should  be  continued  during  the  present  year. 

By  meeting  monthly  during  the  months  of  February, 
March  and  April,  the  departments  will  have  full  and  am- 
ple opportunity  to  adapt  and  arrange  their  affairs  so  as  to 
be  prepared  for  the  stated  sessions  to  commence  in  May 
ensuing,  quite  as  well  as  to  wait  until  the  year  1851,  when 
it  becomes  imperative. 

As  it  regards  the  proposition  to  pay  the  members  a  stated 
salary  for  their  services,  in  lieu  of  all  fees  and  perquisites 
of  every  description  now  received,  your  Committee  are  of 
the  opinion,  it  would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  tax- 
payers of  our  city. 

In  considering  this  branch  of  the  resolution,  reference 
has  been  made  to  the  expenditure  now  annually  incurred 
and  paid  to,  and  on  account  of,  members  for  their  services 
as  judges,  supervisors,  county  canvassers,  granting  excise 
licenses,  &c.,  and  it  appears  by  the  Comptroller's  report 
for  the  year  1848,  that  there  was  paid  for  such  services  the 
sum  of  $6,720;  for  carriage  hire,  $990;  and  for  tea-room 
supplies,  $7,184 ;  making  together,  the  sum  of  $14,894. 
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Your  Committee  purpose  in  lieu  of  all  these  several  ex- 
penses, to  allow  to  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
the  sum  of  $500  each,  annually,  and  to  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  the  sum  of  $250  each ; 
which  together,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  $13,500.  This 
would,  in  their  opinion,  be  a  fair  compensation  for  the 
time 'spent  in  the  public  service,  and  relieve  them  from  im- 
putations which  have  been  ascribed  to  them,  and  at  the 
same  time  not  be  a  sufficient  incentive  to  excite  an  inordi- 
nate desire  to  seek  the  office  merely  for  the  sake  6f  its  pe- 
cuniary advantages. 

The  authority  for  thus  compensating  the  members,  being 
considered  somewhat  doubtful,  your  Committee  recommend 
that  application  be  made  to  the  Legislature  for  that  pur- 
pose at  its  present  session,  and  respectfully  submit  for  adop- 
tion the  following  resolutions : 

Resolvedj  That  the  Common  Council  during  the  year 
1850,  hold  but  five  stated  sessions,  as  follows:  on  the  first 
Monday  of  February,  March  and  April,  and  continue  from 
day  to  day  in  each  of  said  months  until  the  public  business 
is  disposed  of,  and  during  the  months  of  May  and  Septem- 
ber, as  the  charter  prescribes  after  the  present  year,  the 
daily  hours  of  such  meetings  to  be  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  Legislature  at 
its  present  session,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizingpthe 
payment  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  dollars  per 

annum  to  each  Alderman,  and  of  a  sum  not  exceeding 

clollars  per  annum  to  each  Assistant  Al- 
derman ;  said  sums  to  be  in  lieu  of  any  and  all  fees  or 
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perquisites  which  they  are  now  entitled  to  receive ;  and  to 
continue  to  discharge  therefor  all  the  duties  or  services 
which  they  are  now  bylaw  or  charter  required  to  perform. 

J.  H.  COOK,  )      c      •  / 

EDMUND  GRIFFIN,  }  n  ^^, 
EZRA  SMITH,  )  ^^*^*^^^- 


Presented  by  Alderman 

The  MayoTj  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
Jfed)-  York,  in  Comm^on  Council  convened^  do  ordain  as 
follows: 

1st.  Each  Alderman  and  Assistant  Alderman  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive,  as  compensation  for  their  legislative 
services,  for  each  day  such  member  shall 

sit  in  the  Common  Council. 

2d.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  each  Board  to 
certify  to  the  Comptroller  the  number  of  days  so  employed 
by  each  member  of  such  Board,  and  the  amount  due  him, 
and  the  Comptroller  shall  issue  his  warrant  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same. 

This  ordinance  shall  take  eflfect  from  the  first  Monday  of 
January,  1850. 
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BOARD   OF    ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  14,  1850.    . 


The  following  communication  was  received  from  the 
Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  which  was  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Office  of  Counsel  to  the  Co&poration,  ) 

January  7th,  1850.        ) 

To  the  Honorable  Common  Council  : 

Gentlemen  : — In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of 
section  432,  of  the  revised  ordinances,  I  herewith  trans- 
mit a  communication  in  relation  to  the  business  of  the  Law 
Department,  prepared  at  the  request  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor. 
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It  contains  all  the  information  in  my.  possession  in  rela- 
tion to  the  affairs  of  the  department,  and  such  suggestions 
as  were  called  for  by  the  communication  of  the  Mayor 
to  me. 

The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  cases  of  the 
Corporation  against  Stephen  Whitney  and  others,  com- 
menced in  April,  1843,  I  deem  highly  important  to  the 
interests  of  the  city.  It  affirms  the  right  of  the  Corpora- 
tion to  proceed  against  the  owners  of  property  assessed,  to 
recover  the  amount  of  the  assessment  as  a  debt,  and  avoids 
the  delay,  inconvenience  and  risk  attending  the  collection 
of  assessments  by  sales.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend 
that  provision  should  be  made  by  ordinances,  requiring  the 
Collector  of  Assessments  to  make  his  return  to  the  Street 
Commissioner,  of  his  proceedings  under  the  warrants  to 
collect  assessments  within  six  months  after  the  same  is 
issued  ;  and  that  the  Street  Commissioner  be  directed  to  take 
the  necessary  legal  measures  for  the  collection  of  all  unpaid 
or  uncollected  assessments.  I  believe  if  this  course  is 
adopted,  every  assessment  may  be  collected  and  realized 
within  a  year  from  the  time  of  confirmation,  and  that  the 
present  dilatory  process  of  collection  may  be  safely  aban- 
doned. 

I  am  induced  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Common 
Council  particularly  to  this  subject,  by  reason  of  the  large 
amount  of  assessments  now  unpaid,  and  the  great  losses 
the  city  has  sustained  by  reason  of  the  sales  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collection.  It  is  well  known  that  the  highest  court 
in  the  state  has  decided  that  no  title  passes  to  the  pur- 
chaser on  the  sales,  unless  every  requirement  of  the  statute 
has  been  complied  with,  that  even  if  a  single  link  is  want- 
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iog  the  whole  fails.  The  consequence  of  this  is,  that  a 
Tery  large  portion  of  the  sales  made  for  assessments  are 
invalid,  and  the  Corporation  have  not  only  been  compel- 
led to  return  the  purchase  money,  with  interest,  but  to  re- 
pay all  damages  which  the  purchaser  may  have  sustained 
by  reason  of  the  want  of  compliance  with  the  [^ovisions 
of  the  statute,  by  the  officers  of  the  Corporation. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  when  a  lease  given  on 
these  sale^  is  to  be  maintained,  to  prove  that  every  pro- 
ceeding has  been  in  strict  conformity  wjth  the  law.  All 
the  steps  for  laying  the  assessment, — all  proceedings  for 
collecting  it  by  warrant,  and  those  foradvertisment  and  sale, 
and  all  the  subsequent  requirements  of  the  statutes  have 
to  be  strictly  complied  with,  and  must  be  so  proved  to 
sustain  the  lease.  This  it  has  been  shown  is  no  easy 
matter ;  and  if  will,  therefore,  be  necessary,  after  the 
Collector  of  Assessments  has  exhausted  the  warrant  to 
him,  that  the  amounts  remaining  due  be  collected  by  suit 
against  the  persons  assessed,  or  by  a  sale  in  the  nature  of  a 
foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  of  the  premises  on  whieh  the 
assessments  are  a  lien. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  this  process  will  ensure  the  reali- 
zation of  all  assessments  more  speedily,  and  at  a  much 
less  expense  than  that  heretofore  adopted. 

And  in  this  connection  I  would  recommend  that  in  all 
contracts  for  work  done,  which  are  to  be  paid  for  by  assess- 
ments, a  provision  be  inserted,  that  the  contractor  be  paid 
in  cash,  as  soon  as  his  work  is  completed,  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  contract. 
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The  present  provision  in  most  contracts,  that  the  work 
be  paid  for  when  the  assessments  arc  collected,  I  con- 
sider objectionable  on  several  accounts. 

It  is  very  generally  supposed,  that  in  consequence  of 
this  provision  the  contractors  are  compelled  to  ask  more 
for  the  work  than  they  would  if  it  was  paid  for  on  comple- 
tion. As  an  illustration,  take  the  case  of  the  filling  up  of 
Pike  slip : 

The  work  was  completed  in  June,  1837,  the  assessment 
was  not  confirmed  until  May  10th,  1842,  and  but  a  small 
amount  of  the  assessment  is  yet  collected,  the  contractor 
has  consequently  been  kept  out  of  his  money  all  this  time, 
and  the  owners  of  property,  who  have  to  reimburse  the 
city,  have,  doubtless,  to  pay  an  enhanced  price  for  the 
work  done,  in  consequence  of  the  risk  of  such  delay  which 
the  contractor  assumed.  Besides,  doubts  have  been  ex- 
pressed whether  such  a  contract  is  in  strict  compliance 
with  the  statute. 

It  is  contended,  that  by  such  a  contract  the  Corporation 
have  not  incurred  the  expense  of  the  work,  as  it  has  paid 
nothing,  is  not  liable  to  pay  anything  until  the  money  be 
collected  by  an  assessment.  The  only  authority  the  Cor- 
poration has  to  levy  the  assessment,  is,  that  it  has  incurred 
the  expense  of  the  work,  and  to  reimbuse  itself  such  ex- 
pense the  assessment  may  be  made. 

It  seems  to  me  that  tlie  adoption  of  a  diflferent  system, 
while  it  would  be,  without  any  doubt,  in  strict  conformity 
with  the  statute,  would  ensure  the  completion  of  the  work 
more  promptly,  and  at  less  expense. 
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I  would  also  suggest  whethor  it  would  not  ensure  greater 
competition,  and  enable  persons  of  niodernte  means  to 
become  contractors,  if  provision  should  bo  made  for  pay- 
ment to  them  of  instalments,  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
work  progresses.  And  in  this  connection  I  would  recom- 
mend that  suitable  security  should  be  taken  to  provide, 
beyond  all  doubt,  for  the  prompt  and  punctual  payment 
of  all  laborers  employed  by  the  contractors,  or  materials 
furnished  for  the  work. 

To  accomplish  these  purposes,  and  to  ensure  to  the  day- 
labofer  certain  and  ample  remuneration,  an  ordinance 
might  be  passed  requiring  that  the  parlies  contracting  to 
do  work  ordered  by  the  Corporation,  should  give  a  bond, 
in  such  form,  and  to  such  amounts  as  may  be  approved  of 
by  the  head  of  the  departments  making  the  contracts,  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  contract,  and  containing  a 
stipulation  to  allow  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  contract 
price  of  the  work  actually  done  to  remain  98  security  till 
the  whole  work  be  completed,  according  to  the  contract; 
and,  that  subject  to  these  conditions,  the  contractor  be  en- 
titled to  receive  monthly  payments  on  account,  not  ex- 
ceeding, in  the  aggregate,  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the 
price  of  the  work  actually  done  according  to  the  contract. 
And  that  the  provision  to  be  inserted  in  every  contract,  that 
before  any  contractor  shall  be  finally  settled  with  and  paid, 
satisfactory  evidence  be  given  to  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, making  the  contract,  that  all  persons  who  have  done 
work,  or  furnished  materials  to  the  contractor  for  the  work, 
have  been  fully  paid  or  settled  with,  or  that  ample  security 
be  taken  from  the  contractor  that  such  persons  shall  be  paid 
and  settled  with,  be  strictly  complied  with. 
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It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  is  especially  the  duly  of  all 
.legislative  -bodies  to  prescribe  the  needful  enactments  to 
protect  the  weak  and  defenceless,  and  we  have  too  many 
evidences  constantly  before  us,  not  to  see  that  it  is  emphati- 
cally the  duty  of  all  to  improve  every  occasion  to  ensure 
to  labor  the  just  rewards  of  its  toil. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  yours, 

With  respect, 

HENRY  E.  DAVIES. 
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Office  of  Counsel  to  the  Corporation, 

December  31st,  1849. 

Hon.  Caleb  S.  Woodhull,  Mayor,  &c. 

Sir  : — In  reply  to  your  communication  of  December  7, 
1849,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  on  its  receipt  I  ad- 
dressed letters  to  the  Corporation  Attorney  and  Public  Ad- 
ministrator, copies  whereof  are  annexed,  marked  A, — B. 

On  the  29th  instant  I  received  from  the  Public  Admin- 
istrator bis  reply  thereto,  which  is  annexed,  marked  C. 

The  answer  of  the  Corporation  Attorney  to  my  commu- 
nication is  annexed,  and  marked  D. 

* 

For  the  purpose  of  furnishing  you  with  the  additional 
information  called  for  by  your  communication  to  me,  I 
addressed,  on  the  24th  instant,  to  Robert  Emmet,  George 
F.  Tallman,  Peter  A.  Cowdrey,  James  T.  Brady,  David 
Graham  and  John  Leveridge,  Esquires,  former  Corporation 
Counsel,  a  note,  a  copy  whereof  is  hereto  annexed,  mark- 
ed E. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  answer  to  these  letters,  ex- 
cept verbally  from  one  or  two  of  the  gentlemen  named, 
stating  that  they  had  no  suits  in  their  charge  undisposed 
of. 

On  my  accession  to  office  there  were  transferred  to  me 
about  two  hundred  suits  in  the  several  courts,  many  of 
which  have  been  argued,  tried  or  settled. 
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A  list  of  those  now  pending,  and  the  several  courts  in 
which  the  same  are,  you  will  find  herewith,  marked  F. 

The  schedule  marked  G,  contains  a  statement  of  all 
causes  settled  or  otherwise  disposed  of  since  June  Ist,  1849, 
and  of  the  causes  argued  and  tried  since  that  time. 

From  this  you  will  perceive  that  sixteen  suits  have  been 
finally  settled;  thirty-one  have  been  argued,  and  fourteen 
have  been  tried  :  of  those  argued  twenty -six  have  been  de- 
cided in  favor  of  the  Corporation,  and  one  against  it;  and 
of  these  tried  verdicts  in  favor  of  the  city  have  been  ren- 
dered in  eight  cases,  and  in  three  cases  verdicts  have  been 
obtained  against  the  city — two  verdicts  pro-forma,  and  in 
the  other  a  verdict  for  f75;  and  in  one  case  the  jury  could 
not  agree. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  organization  of  this  department 
under  the  amended  charter,  will  ensure  prompt  and  faith- 
ful attention  to  the  interests  of  the  city. 

The  revised  ordinances  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Law  De- 
partment to  attend  to  all  the  law  business  connected  with 
the  city  government  or  any  of  its  officers. 

Claims  are  frequently  made  upon  the  city  treasury,  to 
reimburse  police  officers  and  others,  for  legal  expenses  to 
which  they  have  been  subjected  by  suits  brought  against 
them  for  official  acts.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  such  officers,  if 
they  rely  upon  the  Corporation  to  indemnify  them  from 
such  suits,  to  have  the  same  prosecuted  or  defended  by  the 
counsel  for  the  Corporation. 
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I  can  see  no  objection  to  the  Common  Council,  during 
the  year  1850,  holding  stated  sessions,  as  they  will  be  re- 
quired to  do  after  that  year. 

In  my  judgment  the  Common  Council  will  be  but  car- 
rying out  the  wishes  of  the  people  in  thus  conforming 
their  action  to  the  requirements  of  the  amended  charter, 
and  I  doubt  not  if  their  attention  is  called  to  the  subject 
this  course  will  meet  their  approval. 

In  reference  to  suits  or  proceedings  not  under  my  imme- 
diate control,  I  have  to  state,  that  in  1847,  thirty-three 
suits  were  commenced  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  against 
Cornelius  W.  Lawrence,  former  Mayor  of  the  city,  to  re- 
cover the  value  of  a  large  amount  of  personal  propeTy  de- 
stroyed by  his  order,  as  Mayor  of  the  city,  at  the  great  fire 
in  December,  1835.  The  defence  of  these  suits  was 
undertaken  by  the  city  ;  thirty-one  have  been  de- 
cided in  favor  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  and  two  of  them  are  still 
pending.  I  have  given  to  them  such  attention  as  seemed 
to  me  necessary.  They  are  in  the  management  of  able 
counsel  in  New  Jersey,  who  entertain  great  confidence  of 
equal  success  in  the  two  suits  undisposed  of. 

In  March  last  a  suit  was  instituted  by  the  Corporation  to 
test  the  right  of  the  city  to  control  the  ferries  to  Long 
Island.  Associate  counsel  were  employed  to  aid  the  then 
Counsel  to  the  Corporation  in  carrying  on  the  cause.  As 
this  suit  has  not  been  transferred  to  me,  I  am  unable  to 
give  any  further  particulars  of  its  present  condition. 

In  1847  the  Corporation  employed  Francis  B.  Cutting, 
Ksq.,  to  defend  several  suits  brought  against  the  city  by 
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James  T.  Brady,  Esq.,  to  recover  costs  and  couhsel  fees 
due  him,  and  one  by  John  Leveridge,  Esq.,  for  the  same 
purpose. 

Mr.  Cutting  has  reported  to  the  Comptroller  the  result  in 
these  suits,  and  has  stated  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the 
Court  of  Appeals  will  reverse  the  decision  of  the  Superior 
Court  in  favor  of  Mr.  Brady  and  Mr.  Leveridge. 

It  remains  for  the  Common  Council  to  direct  whether 
these  cases  shall  be  thus  appealed. 

I  think  the  adoption  of  the  revised  ordinance  of  May 
last  will  be  found  highly  beneficial.  The  organization  of 
the  several  departments  of  the  city  governments,  I  deem 
of  great  importance  to  ihe  welfare  of  the  city,  and  in  my 
judgment  will  be  found  to  work  well. 

If  the  provisions  of  the  amended  charter,  and  of  these 
ordinances  are  faithfully  adhered  to  and  carried  out,  it  is 
manifest  that  economy,  efliciency  and  promptitude  in  the 
despatch  of  public  business,  will  be  obtamed. 

I  would,  therefore,  particularly  recommend  that  a  faith- 
ful observance  of  these  wise  enactments  be  enjoined  upon 
all  the  departments '  of  the  city  government.  And  I  trust 
that  so  long  as  I  may  occupy  the  place  to  which  I  have 
been  called  by  the  partiality  of  my  fellow-citizens,  I  shall 
ever  be  found  ready  to  give  all  legal  advice  which  maybe 
required  for  the  conduct  of  any  oliicer  of  the  city  govern- 
ment, or  in  the  managment  of  its  affairs. 

I  believe  I  have  given  a  full  history  of  all  matters  con- 
nected with  this  department,  sought  for  by  your  commu- 
nication, or  which  will  afford  you  any  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

With  respect,  yours, 

HENRY  E.  DAVIES. 
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SCHEDULE  A. 


Office  of  Counsel  to  the  Corporation, 

December  8th,  1849. 

Theo.  £.  ToMLiNSON,  Esq., 

Corporation  Attorney. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  received  a  communication  from  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  re^iuesting  me  to  report  to  him  on  the 
following  matters  connected  with  the  bureau  in  the  Law 
Department,  occupied  by  you,  viz : 

The  number  of  complaints  made  to  the  bureau. 
The  number  of  suits  commenced. 
The  number  of  suits  tried. 
Do.  judgments. 

Amount  of  moneys  received. 

Do.  do.  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  and  the 

number  of  suits  now  pending. 

By  (Buying  me  information  at  an  early  hour,  respecting 
the  above,  you  will  oblige, 

Yours,  with  respect. 
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SCHEDULE  B. 


Office  of  Counsel  to  the  Corporation, 

December  8th,  1849. 

James  S.  Thayer,  Esq., 

Public  Administrator,  &c. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  received  a  communication  from  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  requesting  me  to  report  to  him  on  the 
following  matters  connected  with  the  bureau  in  the  Law 
Department,  occupied  by  you,  viz  : 

The  number  of  estates  administered  upon,  in  the  bureau 
of  the  Public  Administrator,  since  the  first  day  of  January 
last. 

The  total  amount  of  moneys  received  ; 

Amount  of  expenditures,  and 

Amount  paid  into  the  city  treasury  during  the  above 
period. 

By  giving  me  information  respecting  the  above,  at  an 
early  hour,  you  will  oblige 

Yours,  with  respect. 
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SCHEDULE  C. 


Office  of  the  Public  Administrator, 

December  29,  1849. 

To  Henry  E.  Dayies,  Esq., 

Counsel  to  the  CorporatioD. 

Dear  Sir  : — The  yearly  report  that  I  shall  make  to  the 
Common  Council,  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  1850, 
will  contain  a  full  and  detailed  statement  of  the  condition 
of  all  the  estates  under  my  administration. 

In  the  meantime  I  submit  to  you  the  following,  in  an- 
swer to  your  inquiries  under  date  of  December  8. 

The  number  of  estates  in  course  of  ad- 
ministration on  the  1st  of  Jan.,  1849.   192 

The  number  of  estates  that  haYe  been 
taken  charge  of  by  the  Public  Admi- 
nistrator, during  the  year  1849.,  • . . .  202 

394 

* 

Cash  receiYed  during  the  year  1849 $93,344  76 

Payments  by  the  Public  Administrator  during 
the  year  1849 83,749  74 
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Expenses  of  administration  during  the  year 
1849  ;  Surrogates  fees,  advertising,  collect- 
ing, cartage,  appraiser's  fees,  printing,  clerk 
hire,  agents  bill,  and  all  charges  and  expen- 
ses in  securing  the  effects  of  all  estates,  and 
administering  the  same 3,406  94 

Commissions  to  be  paid  into  city  treasury,  for  ^ 

1849 2,252  76 

The  amount  of  unclaimed  balances  to  be  paid 
into  city  treasury,  1st  January,  1850 2,459  25 

Making  the  aggregate  to  be  paid  into  the  city 
treasury,  from  commissions  aud  unclaimed 
balances,  from  the  office,  for  the  year  1849..    4,742  00 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submited. 

JAMES  S.  THAYER, 

Public  Mministraior. 
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SCHEDULE  D. 


Office  of  the  Cokporation  Attorney, 

December  31,  1849. 

To  T.  E.  ToMLiNsoN,  Esq. 

The  following  report  is  made  in  answer  to  your  commu- 
nication of  the  date  December  8,  1849. 

You  will  find  that  as  to  the  number  of  causes  tried  and 
judgments  rendered,  it  is  not  given  as  strictly  correct.  It 
is  impossible  to  give  the  exact  number,  without  obtaining 
the  same  from  the  clerks  of  the  several  Ward  Courts,  (which 
we  have  requested  but  as  yet  not  received.) 

The  report  is  made  in  the  order  of  your  request,  and  in- 
cludes the  year  1849,  from  January  2d  to  this  date,  ex- 
cepting as  to  money  received  and  disbursed,  which  is  to 
December  1st,  and  cannot  include  the  present  month  until 
our  return  can  be  prepared  for  the  Comptroller. 

Number  of  Complaints, 2817 

Number  of  suits  commenced, 632 

Number  of  suits  tried,  (estimate) 200 

Number  of  judgments,  (       ^^       ) 75 

Suits  now  pending, 21 
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Amount  of  money  received, $1814  89 

of  money  paid  City  Treasury,   $220  37 

paid  Court  costs, 596  38 

paid  offices    "     943  32 

paid  cleaning  office, 39  11 

paid  disbursements, 15  71 

tl814  89 

Yours, 

D.  T.  WALDEN,  Jr. 


To  Henry  E.  Davies, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

Dear  Sir  : — On  receiving  your  communication,  I  direct- 
ed my  assistants  to  furnish  the  required  information,  which 
I  herewith  send  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  E.  TOMLINSON. 
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SCHEDULE  E. 


Office  of  Counsel  to  the  Corporation, 
New  York,  December  24th,  1849. 

The  revised  ordinances  of  the  city,  passed  May  Slst,  1849, 
organizing  the  departments  of  the  city  government,  make 
it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  the  Common  Council  the 
number  of  suits  or  proceedings  pending,  in  which  the  Cor- 
poration are  parties  or  are  interested,  and  I  am  specially 
required  to  collect  all  sums  due  to  the  city. 

I  will  thank  you  therefore  at  your  early  convenience  to 
inform  me  of  the  suits  or  proceedings  undermentioned  in 
your  charge  or  under  your  control,  and  of  all  judgments  ob- 
tained by  you  in  favor  of  the  city,  unpaid,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  court  in  which  recovered,  the  date  of  the 
judgment  and  the  parties  thereto. 

I  am  with  respect,  yours. 
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SCHEDULE  F. 


Court    of    i^ppcalB. 

Isaac  P.  Martin,  Resp't.  Israel  Bower,    Appl. 

agst,  vs. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and   The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city     I     Commonalty  of  the  city 
of  New  York.  ■  of  New  York,     Respt. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  |  ^^"^^^  C^""^'"'      ^^PP'' 

Commonalty  of  the  city     I  ^^^^' 

of  New  York,  Resp't. !  ^^^'^  ^^^^^^^  ^^'^  ^^  ^^^  ^''" 
,  of  New  York,  Respi. 

David  P.  Ilalstead,  Appl.    ;  Samuel  Osgood,    Appl. 

afrst. 
The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  |  'pi^^  M^yor,  Aldermen  and 

Commonalty  of  the  city  Commonalty  of  the  city 

of  New  York.  ^  .^       :!.    ,        „ 

of  New  York,     Respt. 
ads.  Appl 

Stephen  Clark  and  others,   j  Hiram  Pack,         AppL 

vs. 
Fred.  L.Vultee  and otliers,     The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
ads.  Appl.       Commonalty  of   the  city 

Charles  II.  Marshall,  Respt. '  of  New  York,      Respt. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Simon  P.  Huff,     Appl. 

Commonalty  of  the  city  vs. 

of  New  York,  Shtpijerd  Kuapp,  Chambor- 

tv.  hiin  of  the  city  of  New 

Stephen  Whitney.  ,  York,  Respt. 
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The  Mayor,  AIderin(»n  and  , 
Commonalty  of  the  city 
of- New  York,      Respl. 
vs. 
Stanley  H.  Fleetwood, 

Appl. 


Waldron  B.  Post, 

vs.  Appl. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city 
of  New  York,     Respt. 


Suprtmt     (Jlourt. 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 

Same, 

Commonalty  of  the  city 

1 

ads. 

of  New  York, 

iThe  Hamilton  Manufactur- 

ads. 

ing  Company. 

Solomon  Tompkins. 

■ 

Same, 
ads. 
Robert  Tompkins. 

Same, 

ads. 

Morris  Randall. 

Same, 

Cornelius  W.  Lawrence, 

ads. 

impl.  &c. 

John  Bailey. 

ads. 
:  The  American  Print  Works. 

Same, 

# 

ads. 

!  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 

John  McCheney. 

1    Commonalty  of  the  city 

Same, 

of  New  York. 
ads. 

ads. 
George  Hall. 

William  E.  Meeks. 

1 
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Same, 

Same, 

ads. 

ads. 

Matthew  Mitchell. 

Thomas  Scott. 

Same, 

ads. 

James  Bailey,  Sen. 

Same, 

a  ds 

Gillian  C.  Verplanck. 

Same, 

ads. 

Amos  Tompkins,    William 

Palmer,  James  C.  Foster, 

Same, 

ads. 

Samuel  B.  Reeve. 

Commissioners  of  Highways 
of  the  town  of  Yorktown. 

Same, 
ads. 

Same, 

Edward  Pi;ice. 

ads. 
Abraham  Bailey. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
the  city  of  New  York, 

Same, 
ads. 

ads. 
Henry  Parish. 

Ellen  Bailey. 

The  Mayor  &c.  of  NewYork 

Same, 
ads. 

ads. 
Philip  G.  Van  Wyck. 

John  Tompkins. 

Same, 

Same, 
ads. 

ads. 
John  H.  Newman . 

John  White. 

Same, 

Same, 

Feb.  28,  1846.  agst. 

ads. 
Andrew  Lock  wood. 

Abijah  G.  Benedict, 

Admin.  &c. 
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Same, 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 

Feb.  21, 1846.  ads. 

Commonalty  of  the  city 

Francis  Skiddy  and 

of  New  York, 

William  Skiddy. 

vs. 

Same, 

John  M.  Bloodgood, 

May  9, 1846.  ads. 

Mott  S.  Cannon. 

Same, 
vs. 

Same, 

Zebedee  Ring. 

Aug.  7, 1846,  ads. 

Same, 

Admin's  &c. 

vs. 

• 

Thomas  Lyon. 

Same, 

ads. 

Same, 

William  B.  Townsend. 

vs. 

John  Sinclair. 

Same, 

vs. 
Gilbert  Davis. 

Same, 
vs. 

Same, 

William  W.  De  Forest. 

vs. 

Jane  Fordham,  et.  al.  &c. 

Same, 

vs. 

Same^ 

The  President  &  Company 

vs. 

of  the 

Charles  Hillsburgh. 

Mechanics'  &  Traders'  Bank. 

Hiram  Ross, 

1 

Same, 

ads. 

vs. 

William  Bennett . 

James  Rowe. 
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Same, 

vs. 

William  C.  Taylor. 

Same, 

vs. 

Thoma8  H.  Mills. 

Same, 
vs. 
Theodore  Crane. 

Same, 
vs. 
Thomas  Burns  and 
John  Wright. 

Same, 
vs. 
Edgar  M.  Brown. 

Same, 

vs. 

Michael  Dougherty. 

Same, 
vs. 
John  A.  Burtis. 

Same, 
vs. 


Michael  Dougherty.       { 


Same, 
vs. 
The  Screw  Dock  Company. 

Same, 
vs. 
John  AUstyne. 

Same, 

ads. 

Jacob  Acker. 

• 

Same, 

ads. 

Jabez  C.  Howe. 

Same, 

ads. 
The  People,  ex'rei.  AndV 

Smith. 

Same, 

ads. 

Emily  McGrath,  Admx.,  &c. 

Same, 
Nov,  18,  1847.    ads. 
Winnefred  Mott. 

Same, 

ads. 
Joseph  Smith. 
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George  W.  Piatt,  Plaintiff  in  ;  Saipe, 

Error,  ads. 

t;^.  ,    James  Ainslie  and  others. 

Mary  Stewart,  Deft,  in  Err.  i  „  ,        ,  _ 

^  ;  .  Edward  Fox, 

Th  Kell  i  ^^^'  ^*^'    ^^' 

,  '  !         Maria  De  Varaigne. 

Garret  H.  Stryker .  The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York, 

i  Plaintiff  in  Error, 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  N.  York,  i 

*"•  Edward  C.  Matthews, 

Stephen  Whitney.         ;        Defendant  in  Error, 

G.  Youngs  &  Wm.  Youngs, ;  ,^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^  j^  Y^^^^ 

'"^-  ads. 

Henry  Palliet. 


The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York, ! 

ads. 
David  B.  Keeler. 

» 
Same,  ' 

ads. 
James  Lynch. 


John  Le  Conte. 

Same, 

ads. 

Alanson  Nash. 

Same, 

ads. 

Jo  hnL.  Harris  and 

James  Robertson. 


Same, 

ads. 

PMwin  F.  Corey. 


Same, 

Defendant  in  Error. 

ads.  I 

Henry  Meiggs,  PItf.  in  Err. 

Same, 

The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York, '  ads. 

Jan.  13,  184F;    vs,  '\  The  People  ex.  rel,  Stephen 

John  F.  Delaplaine.        i  Wray. 
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Same, 

vs, 

Theodore  I.  F.  Jackson,  and 

others. 

Dines  Carolin, 

ads. 

Leonard  Keller. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 

Commonalty  of  the  city 

of  New  York. 

ads. 

The  People   ex  rel.    Moses 

Tucker. 

Same, 

ads. 

The  People  ex  rel.  Lewis 

Beach . 

Same, 
Oct.  9,  1888.    ads^ 

Matthew  Donald  i. 

Same, 
Nov.  13,  1848.     ads. 
James  Selby  West. 

Same, 
Oct.  1847.      ads. 

Allan  M.  Sniffcn. 


Andrew  H.  Mickle  and  Wm. 

A.  Walker, 
;  Oct.  21,  1848.     ads. 
I  Wm.  B.  Astor,  Washington 
!      Irving,  Jas.  Gallatin,  Jno. 
J.  Astor  and  Daniel  Lord. 

The   Mayor,  Aldermen  and 

Commonalty  of  the  city  of 

New  York,  and  others, 

Oct.  23,  1848.     ads. 

George  Rapelye  and  John 

Purdy. 

Tlie  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York, 
April  13,  1849.     ads. 
Cornelius  Vanderbilt. 

Leonard  Kirby,  Tarrant  Put- 
nam, Martin  Hoflfman  and 
Wm.  E.  Howland, 
agsi . 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city  of 
N.  York,  George  F.Clark, 
Robt.  T.  Haws,  Moses  W. 
S.  Jackson,  Edmund  Grif- 
fin, Jacob  F.  Oakley,  Jo- 
seph R.  Taylor,  Caleb  S. 
Woodhull,  Ezra  N.  Bcr- 
rcin,  Marcellus  Eel  Is  and 
Charles  Crane. 

Commenced,  Sept.  8,  1849. 
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Edmund    More  wood,   Wm. 
B.  Astor,  EdwArd  G.  Me- 
sier,  John  Ferguson  and 
George  F.  Tallman, 
agst. 
The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city 
of  New  York, 
Commenced,  Oct.  9, 1849. 

The  Sun  Mutual  Ins.  Com'y 
agst. 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city  of 
New  York. 
Commenced,  July  25,  1849. 

The  Atlantic  Mutual  Insur- 

• 

ance  Company, 

agst* 

Wm.    F.  Havemeyer    and 

Joseph  Jenkins. 
Commenced,  Dec.  26,  1849. 


-~.yN^     ■•VN/N,    .    v.'>.^ /■■.%,  ' 


Stiperior    €otirt. 


Commenced,  June  19,  1849. 


John  Q.  Jones, 
agst. 
rhe  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city  of 
New  York. 


Alexander  M.  C.  Smith, 
June  29,  1849,  agst. 
The  Mayor,  &c.  of  the  city 
of  New  York. 


Michael  Kennedy, 
Aug.  21,  1849,  agst. 
The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 

Eugene  Lentilhon, 
Aug.  30,  1849,  agst. 
The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 

Charles  Ritter, 
Sept.  12,  1849,  a^.9^ 
The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 
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Wm.  C.  Emmett, 
Oct.  8,  1849,  agst. 
The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 

Charles  G.  Griflen, 
Nov.  21,  1849,  ag*^ 
The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 

James  W.  Smith, 
Dec.  1, 1849,  agst. 
The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 


Eliza  Moore, 
Dec.  8,  1849,  agst. 
The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 

Willis  Hall, 
Dec.  18,  1849,  agst. 
The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 

• 
Augustus  K.  Gardner, 
Dec.  20,  1849,  agst. 
The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 


Court   of  (fommou  ^Itas. 


John  Ferdon,  Appellant, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 

Appealed  from  Justices'  Ct^ 

Dec.  14, 1849. 

Noah  Norris, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 

Commenced,  July  28,  1849. 

Thomas  Bygatc, 
agit . 


The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 
Commenced,  Aug.  30, 1849. 

John  W.  Hubbell, 
\     agst. 
The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 
Commenced,  Oct.  25, 1849. 

Maria  D.  Varagne, 
agst. 

Eben  Goodwin, 

Commenced,  Dec.  13,  1849. 
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Superior   dourt. 


Hezekiah  C.  Douglass, 

ads. 

Edward  Post. 

Same, 

ads. 

John  Barry. 

Same, 

ads. 

Archibald  Watt. 

James  H.  Dilks, 

ads. 
Elizabeth  Herring. 

Elijah  Fisher, 

ads. 

Same. 

The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York, 

ads. 

Wm.  Bulkley. 

Same, 

ads. 

Augusta  Wilkeming. 


Same, 

ads. 

Moses  Tucker  and  Aaron  B. 

Hays. 

Same, 
ads. 
John  J.  Palmer. 

Same, 

ads. 

Hiram  Curtis. 

Same, 

ads. 

Henry  Boyland. 

Same, 

ads. 

John  J.  Palmer. 

Same, 
June  26,  1847.     ads. 
Wm.  J.  Roome. 

S&me, 
Do.  ads. 

Daniel  M.  Frye . 
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Same, 

Same, 

vs. 

ads. 

Calvin  Oakes,  Henry  Bre- 

Smith  W.  Anderson 

voort  and  Jacob  Oakes. 

Same, 

Same, 

Dec 

-.,  1847.     ads. 

Do.               ads. 

James  T.  Brady. 

James  Palmer. 

Same, 

Same^ 

Do. 

ads. 

Do.               ads. 

Same. 

Edwin  F.  Corey. 

Same, 

Same, 

ads. 

Do.              ads. 

Same. 

Garret  Gilbert . 

Same, 

Same, 

ads. 

Do.              ads. 

Same. 

James  M.  Murray . 

Same, 

Same, 

ads. 

Do.              ads. 

Waldron  B.  Post. 

Napoleon  B.  Mountfort. 

Same, 

Same, 

ads. 

Do.                ads. 

Ephriam  L .  Snow . 

John  Leveridge. 

Same, 

Same, 

Do.              ads. 

Oct.  28,  1848.    ads . 

Sidney  H.  Stewart. 

•    Job  Haskell: 

Same, 

Same, 

-ads. 

vs. 

Henry  Boyland . 

Joseph  P.  Flynn . 
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Same, 

mds. 

Richard  Mulvalny 

The  Board  of  Education,  &c. 
of  New  York, 
ads. 
James  T.  Brady. 

The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 
Feb.  19, 1848.    vs. 
Wm.  A.  Cromwell,  and 
Henry  S.  Woodruff. 

Same, 
June  2, 1846.     ads. 
John  Kelly . 

Same, 
Do.  ads. 

Stanley  H  •  Fleetwood . 

Same, 
Do.  ads. 

Wm.  Wain  Drinker. 

Same, 

ads. 

James  M.  Murray. 

Same, 
ads. 
Monmoiith  B.  U^rt. 


Same, 
July  7, 1848.     ads. 
Edwin  F.  Corey. 

Same,  and  others, 
July  26, 1848.     ads. 
Alexander  Knox  • 

Same, 

ads. 

Wm..W.  Drinker. 

Same, 
Sept.  14,  1848.     ads. 
Wm.  H:  Shepard  and  others 

Same, 
Sept.  27, 1848.  vs. 
James  Price  and  others. 

Same, 

ads. 

Edmund  R.  Sherman. 

Same, 

ads.  (on  appeal) 
John  B.  Haskin. 

Same,    (on  appeal 
ads.  from 

Edwin  F.  Corey,  Mar.  Crt.) 

Same, 
ads. 
Waldron  B.  Post. 
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Lemuel  G.  Evans, 

Same, 

ads. 

ads. 

Joseph  T.  Gilbert,  Jr. 

William  Milne  and 

and  others. 

George  Stewart. 

William  F.  Havemeyer, 

Same, 

and  others, 
ads. 

{ids. 
James  Conner. 

Job.  T.  Gilbert  and  others 

Talman  J.  Waters  and 

Oliver  Charles 

The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York, 

ads. 

and  John  Porter, 

William  Wall  and  others. 

ads. 

« 

Alexander  Knox . 

Heloise  D.  Chegaray, 

■ 

ads. 

Same, 

Joseph  Jenkins. 

ads.  (on  appeal) 
William  Laimbier. 

The  Mayor  &c.  of  N.York, 

ads. 

Same, 

David  Gomly  • 

ads. 

Samuel  Reeve  and 

Same, 

Henry  Reeve. 

ads. 
Stephen  B.  Brophy. 

Same, 
ads. 
Lewis  B .  Griffin . 

Same, 

ads. 

Alexander  M.  C.  Smith. 

Same, 

Same, 

ads. 

ads. 

William  Dunning. 

John  T.  Allen. 
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John  Mulligan, 

Robert  Colgate. 

ads. 

Thomas  Butler,  James  B  • 

Greenman  &  Jas.  C  .Stoneall 

Board  of  Supervisors, 

ads. 

Same, 

Alexander  Young. 

ads. 

• 

flonrt  of  Common  jpitao. 


John  W.  Brown,   Patrick 

Same, 

McCourt  and   John  Tracy, 

vs. 

ads. 

Thomas  Allaire. 

Stewart  Allen . 

Same, 

'  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 

ads. 

Commonalty  of  the  city 

Eliza  B.  Jumel. 

of  New  York, 
ads. 

Andrew  H.  Mickle, 

Nicholas  Rogers . 

ads. 
Joseph  B .  Pollard . 

Same, 

In  the  matter  of  the  AppPn 

ads. 
James  Ryder,    Samuel  A. 

of  John  A.  Stewart, 

Cunningham  and  Ed.  Black 

c»c*o  . 

Jonathan  Hunt. 

Same, 

The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.York. 

ads. 

ads. 

James  Kearnan . 

Cornelius  Allison . 
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Same, 

ads. 

Jedediah  Rogers,  David 

Green  &  Nath'l  L.  Hubbard. 

Same, 
Mar.  24,  1846.  ads. 
Peter  Rowe. 

Same, 

ads. 

Walter  Hyer. 

/    Same, 
ads. 
Elihu  L.  Baxter. 

• 

Same, 

ads. 

Aaron  Vanderbilt. 

Same  and  others, 
Sept.  8,  1848.  ads. 
Benjamin  L  •  Benson  • 

Same, 
vs. 
Thomas  'Lloyd,  et  al . 

• 

Same, 
Dec.  9, 1849.  ads. 

Henry  Brisch . 

Same, 

ads. 

Antonio  Battistine. 

Same, 
Jan.  25,  1849.  ads. 
Thomas  Butler  and 
James  B.  Green  man. 

Same, 
ads. 
Aaron  Vandervoot. 

Same, 
Mar.  30, 1849.  ads. 

William  Harris. 
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SCHEDULE  G. 

List  of  causes  tried,  argued  or  settled,  since  June  1, 

1849,  IN  Court  of  Appeals,  Superior  Court,  Su* 

PREME  Court  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 


(fottrt    of    ^p|)tal0. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Aigued.  Commonalty  of  the  city  of 

Judgment  for  the  Corpo-        New  York, 
ration.  ads. 

Stephen  Whitney. 

Aigued.  Charles  H.  Marshall, 

Decision  in  favor  of  de-  vs. 

fendants  •  Frederick  L.  Vultee  and  Chas. 

L.  Guion. 


*.     N.r^**,'V     **      -^  "N.y^'V^- 


Superior    Court. 


Oct.  10,  1849,  tried.  William  Laimbier, 

agst. 
Verdict  for  defendants.        The  Mayor,  &c.of  N.  York. 
5 
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Discontinued  Dec.  31, 1849,  Cambridge  Ritter, 

agst. 
on  plaintifPs  paying  costs.  Same. 


Discontinued  Dec.  19,  1849, 
on  plaintiiTs  paying  costs. 


John  O'Keefe, 

agst* 

Same. 


Discontinued  Aug.  13, 1849, 


without  costs. 


Rodolph  Gubleman. 

agst. 

Same. 


Judgment  for  plaintiff,  en- 
.  tered  Sept.  18,  1849,  for 
$162  64. 


Alexander  M  •  C  •  Smith| 
agst. 
Same. 


Tried  before  referees.  Re- 
port of  referees  not  yet 
made. 


Alexander  Young, 
agst. 
Same. 


Settled  Oct.    31,    1849,  by 
compromise. 


Wm.  Livingston, 
agst. 
Same, 


Same  settlement. 


Same. 
agst. 
Same. 


Tried  Oct.  24,  1849.  Ver- 
dict for  plaintiff  $75  00. 
Paid. 


Bryan  Duggan, 

agst. 

Same. 
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Tried  OcU  19,  1849.  Ver- 
diet  pro  forma  for  plaintifT. 
Six  oents  daimigcs.  Re- 
lerved  for  hearing. 


Tried  Oct.   18,  1849.     Ver- 
dict for  Corporation. 


Same  verdict. 


Same  as  above. 


Same  as  above. 

Tried  Oct.  18,  1849.     Ver- 

diet  for  Corporation. 
PlaintifT  has  appealed . 

Terms  of  settlement  agreed 
on  though  not  complete. 


Ileloise  D.  Ch^aray, 

agst. 

Joseph  Jenkins. 


Wm .  Milne  and  George 
Stewart, 
agst. 
The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  Yoik. 

Wm.  Dunning, 
agst. 
Same. 

Samuel  B.  Reeve  and 

Henry  Reeve, 

agst . 

Same  • 

Lewis  B.  GrifTen, 
agst. 
Same. 

Wm.  Laimbrier, 
agst . 
Same. 

Waldron  B.  Post, 
agst. 
Same. 


Tried  Oct.  18,  1849.  Alexander  Knox, 

agst. 
Verdict  for  Corporation.        The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N .  York . 
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Tried   before   referees,  and     Joseph  T.  Gilbert  &  others, 
decided  in  favor  of  plaintiffs,  agst. 

June  26,  1849.  Wm.F.  Havemeyer&  others 

Lemuel  G.  Evans, 
Same  as  preceding  cause.  agst. 

Joseph  T.  Gilbert  &  others. 

Tried  Oct.  24,  1849.  John  B.  Haskin, 

Verdict  pro  forma  for  pPff  agst. 

reserved  for  argument.         The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.York. 


Argued  Sept.  16,  1849. 
Judgment  for  defendant. 


Aug.  20,  1849. 
Certorari  quashed. 


Settled  by  compromise 


Simon  P.  Huff, 

agst. 
Shepherd  Knapp, 

Chamberlain  &c. 

Mayor,  &c.  of  New  York . 

ads. 

Archibald  D.  Moore. 

Same, 

ads^ 

Edmund  R.  Sherman. 


Supreme     (Sonrt. 


Settled  July  12,  1849.        The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.York, 
Defendant  paying  $300  in  ads. 

full  of  all  costs.  William  Rutherford. 
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A^ued  Nov.  1849. 

Judgment  for  defendants 

Dec.  27,  1849. 

Argued  Nov.  1849. 

Judgment  for  plaintiffs 

Dec.  27,  1849. 

Judgment  for  plaintiff,  and 

settled  June  15,  1849. 

Motion  to  dissolve  injunc- 
tion, argued  Oct.  1849,  de- 
cided in  favor  of  plaintiffs. 

Appealed. 


Same, 

ads. 

Wm.  W.  Dyckman. 

Same, 

vs. 

Stephen  Whitney. 

Same, 

ads. 

Oliver  Cobb. 

Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Co. 

agst. 
The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.York 


Motion  to  dissolve  injunc-     Edmund  Morewood  &  oth's 
lion,  argued  Dec.  28  and  29,  agst. 

1849.     Not  yet  decided.  Same. 


Motion  against  injunction, 
argued  December,  1849. 
Not  vet  decided. 

Argued  writ  of  Prohibition 
June  16,  1849. 
•Same  quashed. 


Leonard  Kirby  and  others, 

agst. 

Same. 

The  People  ex.  rel. 
Amos  F.  Hatfield, 

agst. 
Board  of  Aldermen. 


Motion  to  dissolve  injunction 
argued  Dec.  15,  1849. 
Not  yet  decided. 


Cornelius  Vanderbilt, 

agst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York 
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Argued  Nov.  1849.  The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York 

Judgment  for  plaiutiffs,  vs. 

Dec.  27,  1849.  James  Rowe. 


Same. 


Same. 


Same. 


Same. 


Same. 


Same. 


Same. 


Samo, 


Same 
agst. 
Screw  Dock  Company. 

Same, 
vs. 
John  Sinclair. 

Same, 

vs. 

William  W.  Deforest. 

Same, 

vs. 

Thomas  H.  Mills. 

Same, 

vs. 

David  B.  Keeler. 

Same, 

vs. 

John  Wright. 

Same, 

vs. 

John  A.  Burtis. 

Same, 
vs. 
Michael  Dougherty. 
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Sarae, 


Same, 


Same, 


Same, 


Same, 


Same, 


Same, 


Same, 


Same. 


Same. 


Same, 
vs. 
JaneFordham,  Adm'x  &  o's 

Same, 

vs. 

Gilbert  Davit. 

Same, 

vs» 

Zebedee  Ring. 

Same, 

vs. 

Theodore  Crane. 

Same, 
vs. 
Wm.  C.  Taylor. 

Same, 
vs. 
President  &c.  Mechanics' 
and  Traders'  Bank. 

Same, 

vs. 

Thomas  Lyon. 

Same, 

Thomas  Bums. 

Same, 

vs. 
John  Allstjrne. 

Same, 

vs. 

Charles  Hillsborough . 
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0up trior   Court. 

Transferred  from  Supreme  Court — in  Equity, 


Cause  argued  July  12, 1849.  Gabriel  Furroan, 

Ordered   to  be  re-argued  vs. 

before  six  judges .  The  Mayor,  &c  •  of  N.  York. 


Court   of  Common  jpitao. 


Settled  •    Plaintiff    paying    The  Mayor,  &c  •  of  N  •  York 
defendant's  costs.  ads. 

Francis  Mihan,  &c. 


Tried  Nov.  9,  1849.     Ver- 
dict for  Corporation. 
Judgment  perfected. 

Judgment  for  plaintiff.  Cor- 
poration not  immediately 
interested. 

May  26,  1849.  Verdict^for 
plaintiff  $5,000;  settled, 
defendant's  paying  $3,000 
without  costs. 

Tried  Dec.  19,  1849.  Jury 
disagreed. 

Sept.  1,  1849,  case  argued. 
Judgment  for  plaintiff. 
Appealed . 


Same, 

ads* 

Henry  Brisch . 

Same  and  others, 
ads. 
Benjamin  L.  Benson. 

Same, 

ads* 

Wm.  R.  Griffiths. 

Wm.  Harris, 

agts. 

The  Mayor,  &c.  of  N.  York. 

Hiram  Pack, 
agst 
Same. 
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BOAED    OF    ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  28,  1860. 


The  following  Annual  Report  of  the  condition  and  opera- 
tions of  the  Free  Academy,  was  received,  laid  on  the 
table  and  directed  to  te  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Board  of  Education  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York,  respectfully  present  to  the  Common  Council  of  the 
city  of  New  York  their  first 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  operation  and  condition  of  the  Free  Academy,  in 
pursuance  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  passed  May  7, 1847, 
authorizing  said  Board  to  establish  a  Free  Academy  in  said 
city. 

Section  13  of  the  Act  rendered  it  necessary  that  the 
question  whether  such   academy    should   be  established, 
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should  be  submitted  to  the  people  at  the  School  election, 
to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  in  the  same  year. 
The  result  of  the  vote  was  19,404,  in  favor  of  establishing 
the  Free  Academy,  to  3,409  against  it.  Measures  were 
thereupon  immediately  taken  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  act.  A  site  was 
purchased,  and  contracts  made  for  the  erection  of  a  build- 
ing. This  was  completed  so  as  to  be  ready  for  occupa- 
tion in  January,  1849. 

The  site,  on  the  corner  of  Lexington  avenue  and  Twenty- 
third  street,  was  purchased  as  a  cost  of  $25,000.  The 
building  has  been  erected  for  the  sum  of  $48,000.  For 
fixtures  and  furniture,  services  of  architect,  &c.,  the  sum 
of  $11,789  91,  has  been  expended. 

For  text-books  and  supplies,  at  the  organization  of  the 
institution,  $2,422  70.  And  there  has  been  expended  since 
that  period,  and  up  to  the  present  date,  for  Library  books, 
$369  49 ;  and  for  Philosophical  apparatus,  $2,467  61 ; 
making  the  total  expenditure  thus  far  for  all  objects,  ex- 
clusive of  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  institution, 
$90,049  71. 

These  sums  have  been  raised  by  taxation  of  the  real 
and  personal  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  limits  the  privil^es  of  edu- 
cation furnished  by  the  Free  Academy,  to  ^'  persons  who 
have  been  pupils  in  the  Common  Schools  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York."  The  following  rules  were  adopted 
hy  the  Board  of  Education,  regulating  the  admission  of 
•ttftetKs: 
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1.  There  shall  be  seini-anuual  exainiDations  for  the 
admission  of  students,  and  the  first  examination 
will  commence  on  the  15th  day  of  January,  1849. 

2.  No  person  shall  he  examined  at  the  first  examina- 
tion, who  has  not  been  a  pupil  in  the  Common 
Schools,  for  the  period  of  nine  months,  nor  at  any 
subsequent  one,  unless  he  has  been  such  pupil  at 
least  one  year. 

3.  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  admission,  unless  he 
shall  pass  a  good  examination  in 

Spelling, 

Reading, 

Writing, 

English  Grammar, 

Geography, 

All  the  rules  of  Arithmetic, 

And  in  the  History  of  the  United  States. 

An  additional  rule  was  adopted  May   16th,  1849, 
prescribing  a  limit  of  age. 

4.  No  person  of  less  than  twelve  years  of  age,  shall 
be  entitled  to  admission. 

Two  examinations  for  admission  have  taken  place  since 
the  opening  of  the  institution,  each  occupying  about  two 
weeks;  the  one  commencing  January  15th,  and  the  other 
July  12tb,  1849.  These  examinations  are  conducted  very 
rigidly,  and  with  such  precautions  as  seem  to  insure  per- 
fect impartiality. 
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At  the  first  examinatioD,  272  candidates  from  the  public 
and  ward  schools  were  examined,  of  whom  143  were  ad- 
mitted, as  having  passed  a  good  examination  in  the  sub- 
jects designated.  At  the  second  examination,  136  were 
examined,  of  whom  59  were  admitted.  The  next  exami- 
nation for  admission  will  commence  on  the  4th  of  Feb- 
ruary, proximo. 

The  entire  course  of  instruction  to  be  pursued  in  the 
Free  Academy  has  not  yet  been  defined.  The  plan  will 
be  matured  hereafter,  when  the  educational  wants  of  the 
pupils  shall  have  been  fully  ascertained,  and  when  expe- 
rience shall  have  demonstrated  how  rapidly  pupils  trained 
in  the  Common  Schools,  and  commencing  a  thorough 
course  of  superior  education  from  the  highest  grade  of  at- 
tainment reached  in  them,  can  progress  under  a  system 
that  shall  drop  the  indolent  and  incompetent,  and  stimu- 
late all  to  their  best  exertions. 

The  table  given  below  in  this  report  exhibits  the  studies 
that  have  been  pursued  during  the  past  year.  The  daily 
scheme  for  five  days  in  the  week,  embraces  three  several 
recitations  for  each  student — in  the  Mathematical  depart- 
ment, in  the  Belles-Lettres  and  History  department,  and 
in  the  department  of  Languages.  Beside  the  three  reci- 
tation hours,  one  hour  each  day  is  devoted  to  Drawing  and 
Phonography,  alternately. 

The  students  assemble  at  9  a.  M.,and  remain  till  3  p.  m., 
with  a  half  hour  intermission  at  12  m.  There  remains, 
therefore,  an  hour  and  a  half  of  time  for  study  in  the  in- 
stitution. On  Saturday,  the  students  assemble  for  declama- 
tion, and  for  one  hour's  exercise  in  drawing  or  phonogra- 
phy. 
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The  academic  year  will  be  divided  into  two  terms — the 
one  commencing  1st  of  September,  at  the  end  of  the  prin- 
cipal vacAtion,  and  the  other  commencing  in  the  middle  of 
February.  At  the  close  of  each  term  there  will  be  an 
examination  of  the  classes  in  the  institution,  in  the  studies 
they  have  been  pursuing  during  the  term,  when  those  stu- 
dents who  are  found  qualified  will  be  advanced.  Those 
who  are  not  found  qualified  to  enter  upon  advanced  studies 
will  be  allowed  to  pursue  over  again  the  studies  of  the 
term,  over  which  they  have  just  passed,  or  be  subjected  to 
inch  discipline  as  the  several  cases  may  demand. 

One  examination  of  the  students  of  the  Free  Academy 
has  been  held,  at  the  close  of  the  first  term,  occupying  from 
July  2d  to  July  10th,  (inclusive)  1849.  At  this  examina- 
tion 77  students  were  advanced,  and  58,  being  the  remain- 
der of  the  class,  were  turned  back  to  pursue  over  again 
the  studies  of  the  first  term  •  The  next  examination  of 
the  classes  will  commence  January  21st  inst. 

The  various  subjects  specified  in  the  eighth  section  of 
the  act,  are  presented  in  detail  under  their  appropriate 
heads. 
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-Naues  and  Ages  of  Pupils;  Time  that  each  was  Ihstuctbo; 

Studies  Pursued  by  each  ;  Books  used,  and  Proorsss 

made  in  the  same. 


Nascx  op  Student. 


No: 

1.  Gerard  Allen 


3.  John  R.  Aold 


to 

< 


16 


3.  Edward  M.  Banks .... 

4.  Samuel  M.  Bigelow.. 


16 


13 


16 


Studies  purraed  from  Feb 
6Ui  to  Jul  J  28th,  lSi». 


Istadies  poniMd  from 

tSept.  1,1848,  to  Jan. 

7,  I8G0. 


Studied  Davies'  fioiir- 
dons'Algebra,  as  fkras  the 
problem  of  theLightsf  Art. 
150,  page  151,)  ana  ro- 
riewed-^  months. 

Taylor's  Manual  of  An- 
cient Hiitoij,  entire,  and 
reyiewed  twice— 5  months. 

Drew  a  map  of  Egypt, 
Asia  Minor,  Greece,  Italy, 
and  made  a  ohronologiou 
map — 5  months. 

Wrote  five  compodtions. 
declumed  four  times,  ana 
each  speech  was  reheaned 
three  times — 5  months. 

Andrews'  h  Stoddard's 
Latin  Grammar,  Andrew's 
Latin  Reader,  as  far 
page  96-^  months. 

Passed  through  two 
parts  of  Chapmairs  Draw- 
mg  Book,  with  ezereisee 
with  crayon,  and  drawing 
on  the  blackboard — 5  mos. 


The  first  six  books 
of  Legeadre^s  Geome- 
try, and  reviewed— 4 
months. 

The2dand8dboQkf 
of  Campbell's 
phy  of  Rhetoric, 
tire,     and 

twice.  Wrote  tw 
compositioDS,  and  de- 
claimed five  ttanee^ 
with  the  Mme  nmnber 
of  reheanale— 4  BOS. 

Cesar's  Commentir 
riee  to  Cbi^.  XLV.  of 
Book  1st;  alio,  the 
elements  of  SopbedeiP 
Greek  Grammar,  and 
Sophodee'Gieek  Rea- 
der as  far  as  page  I2» 
with  freooeat  wwltnm 

4  monUis. 

Finished  the  Ihfad 
part  of  Chapnan^ 
large  Manual,  paaed 
through  the  first  itace 
of  the  use  of  the  Uaek 
and  white  crayon,  al- 


Coinplete  Phonographic 
Class  Book,  Phon.  Read- 
er, Phon.  Word  Book,  No. 
I,  and  the  last  two  ehap-jtomating  with'  redt»- 
ten  of  Phon.  Word  Bookltiona  on  the  blaek- 
No.  II.— Verbatim  report-  board  three  date  in  the 
ing.  week— 4  mondu. 

The  last  two 
tors  of  Phonoi 
Word  Book 
4  months. 

Verbatim  reportfaig 
— ^2  montha. 


5.  James  K.  Brant 17 


Same  as  No.  1. 

do 

do 

do 


Same  as  No.  1. 
do. 


do. 


do. 


163 


(Doc.  Mo.  8. 


Nams  or  &iui>ijiT. 
So.  ~ 

6.  Gaorge  Braid 

7.  George  Clark. • . 

8.  Orient  H.  Collin 

9.  Robert  W.  Cooper. ••• 

10.  Xiuke  F.  Cozans 

11.  Jacob  Demarest 

12.  Sfunnel  G. Downs. . . . 

13.  Len  Doryea. • 

14.  James  H.  Evans. .... . 

15.  Richard].  Flanagan.. 

16.  James  Galvan....... 

17.  GilesH  Gray 

18.  John  Hardy 

19.  George  W.  Harrison.. 

20.  Henry  Hayes 

21.  Wm.  A.  Hinchman. .  • 

I 

22.  Charles  L.Holt 

23.  Wm.  J.  Huff. 

24.  Jos.  Jewett 

25.  Xyman  N.  Jones 

26.  Martin  KeUy 


14 
14 
13 
18 
14 
14 
15 
16 
14 
14 
16 
16 
14 
15 
15 
15 
15 
17 
16 
16 
15 


8tadi«8  paniMd  from  F»b. 
6th  to 


Same  as  No.  1. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


do. 

.. • • .    do. 
. • . . .    do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 


do. 


Stodiw  panned  fron 
Sept.  1, 1849,  to 


Same  as  No.  1. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
-do. 
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Naxx  of  Student. 


No, 
27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 


John  Lovejoy, 


Francis  McArdle. 
John  McCormick. 


Michael  A.  McDonald. 
Andrew  E.  McGlynn , . 
Gilbert  H.  McKibben. 
John  H.  McNespic  • . . 


Daniel  M.  Miller 


John  Overhiser. 


Benjamin  S.  Rayner.. 
William  H.  Sailer.... 
Reeves  E.  Selmes , . . . 


James  Steers 


George  W.  Stivers 


Isaac  Taylor. 


Oscar  Taylor, 


John  F.  Turner 


William  Van  Duzer . . 
Frederick  Van  Vleck. 


Ami  Vores 


8) 

< 


17 
14 
17 
15 
15 
14 
16 
16 
14 

13 
16 
14 
17 
17 
15 
17 
15 
14 
14 
18 


Alexander  H.  Ward  .  .|l4 


Studies  punoed  from  F«b. 
6th  to 

Same  as  No.  1. 

do 

• .  •  do.    .... . . 

...  do 

...  do 

...  do 

...do.   

•  •  •  do  •   •.••.. 

• .  •  do.    .... . . 

. .  •  do.    ...... 

•  •  •  do .    ..••*• 

.   ■  •    do .       ....  a  • 

•  •  •  do •    ...... 

...  do 

...  do .    *••... 

...  do •    .•••.. 

...  do .    •••..• 

...  do 

...  do 

...  do •    ••.... 

...  do .    ....•• 

StodiM  pnrnwd 
Sept  1,  l84B»  to 


Same  as  No 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do/ 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
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NaJCI  iXW  SnTDDTT. 


So! 

48.  WiUiamH.  Watenon. 

49.  Stq>hen  H.  Weed . . . . 


50.  James  Wiley, 


51.  Job.  B.  Young, 

52.  Theodore  M.  Banta. . . 


53.  George  W.  Birdsall .. . 


< 


15 
18 
13 
17 
16 


StadiM  punned  fVom  Feb. 
ftthto  Joly  28th,  1849. 


Same  as  No.  1 . 

•  •  a  .    •  .     QO .        •••••• 


Stndiei  punned  from 

Sept.  1.  1849.  to  Jan. 

7,1850 


do. 


•  •  •  .  •  •  CIO .     ...... 


Same  u  No.  1  in  Math- 
ematics, liistoiT  and 
BcUes-Lettres,  Dnwing 
and  Phonography. 

French,  vii:    Vannier*!) 

Prononciation,  011endorf,jj;rf';GiMu^^ 
45  ezercuM,  Verba,  Rejni-I 
lar,  Actire,  Paamve,  Re- 
flective, Affirmative,  Negf- 
ative,  Interrogative.  —  6 
months. 


Same  as  No.  1. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Same  as  No.  1  ia 
Mathematiei,  History 
and  Belles-LettTM, 
Drawing  and  Phimo- 
ffraphy.  French,  rist 
123  exercises  in  Ollen- 


Verbs,  Regular  and 
Irregular. 


Choqnet,  First  Lemonn 
in  French,  reading  and 
itranslating. 

-    Practice   in    the    Fonr 
Rales  of  Arithmetic,  in 


Perrin*s  Fablei.  60. 
De  Fivai,  60  pagaa. 

Smith's  Gidda  de  la 
Conversation.  The 
Four  Rales  of  Arith- 
metio — CompoaitioD. 


French. 

I 

I 

13 >    Same  as  No.  52.    .Same  as  No.  52. 


54.  Allen  Cooper 15 


55.  Jno.  H.  Donahue. 


56.  Ethan  A.  Doty 


57.  Theodore  O.  Ebaugh. . 


58.  Jno.  W.  Entz 


59.  JothamS.  Fountain... 


60.  John  H.  Hudson 


14 


12 


16 


16 


16 


do 

....  . .  uo .     ...... 


do. 
do. 


....  •  .   QO .     ..... 


17| 


61.  Stephen  V.  Hunter... |15' 

2 


do. 
do. 
do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
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Naux  of  Student. 


62.  George  VY.  Hurst. 


o  IStadief  punned  from  Feb. 
«>        6  to  July  28, 1849. 


63.  John  L.  Jeweit. 


64.  John  R.  Lawrence 

65.  William  H.  Long.  • 


66.  John  Marin. 


67.  Wilbur  F.  Martin 

68.  JohnH.  Sherlock 


16    Same  as  No.  52. 

f 

do 


13 


l<^!»«.a    ••     UO  •        •••••• 


.  !15 do. 


13: 


.;i5 


15; 


^•^1 


do. 


do. 
do. 


69.  Charles  £.  Shumway  .  16| do 

70.  Charles  H.  White.. ..il3| do 


71.  William  L.  Anderson  .il6i     Same  as  No.  1. 

I     I 
:     I 


72.  Dudley  R.  Andrews . .  13' do 


73.  Edwin  S.  Babcock ....  141 

74.  Nicholas  H.  Babcock. 

75.  William  Blair 

76.  Dennis  Buckley 

77.  Michael  A.  Clarke. •  •  •  |l4 

78.  Richard L.Conely.... 

79.  Thomas  J.  Conely. . . . 
60.  John  Corkey 


Stodifis  pomied  from 
Sept.  1,1849,  to  Jan. 

7,1890. 

1-    I 


Same  as  No.  52. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do.* 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Turned  UdL  and 
went  over  the  nme 
studies,  except  in^Alr 
gebra ;  studied  to  Ei- 
quations  of  the  Seoond 
Degree. 

Same  as  No.  71. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Kami  or  Situwcr. 
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£  IStndlM  pomwd  from  > 

\m  6th  to  Jnlf  23th,  IB 


81.  William  J.  Comi^h... 

lej     Same  as  No.  1. 

SunoaiH 

82.  Edward T.Convin... 

16 

do do. 

83.  AloBEo  W.  CnraptOD. 

84.  H»ryE.  Cramplon... 

85.  WilHam  CraikihaDk. 

1           do. 

do. 

15 
15 

do. 

86.  Benjamin  F.Curtis... 

do. 

87.  Jno.  A.  Decker 

1 
isj 

do. 

17 
13 

do. 

89.  Pater  Duncaa 

do 

do. 

IS 
12 

do. 

»1.  Jao.W.  FaOing 

do. 

98.  Jno.  J.  Farrell 

13! 

do. 

93.  Joe.  Galinger 

94   Jne.  Gilfillaa  . .      . 

mI 

do. 

1. 

do. 

95.  JamM  W.Graff.....  . 

13 

do 

do. 

ir 

97.  John  A.  Hagan 

13 

99.  JaMM  Henry 

100.  JavwHostin 

14 
16 

do. 

101.  Hean  N.Howell.... 

do. 
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Namx  of  Stitdxht. 


tc: 

102.  Charles  W.  Hubbell.. 


< 


14 


103.  Alex.  W.  M.  Hume  . .  14 


Stndief 


ed  firom  Feb. 


tndief  pnrmiea  xrom  r  ei 
6thtoJiily28t]i.  1»18. 


Same  as  No.  1. 


104.  Theodore  J.  Husted...  14| do. 


105.  WUliam  M.  Jelliff. . . .  |14 

106.  Thomas  Logue ;15i 

I 

I 

107.  ThomasA.  LongkiDg..;15! 

;     I 

108.  Charles  Lord 15' 

109.  William  H.  Lovejoy..!15| 


I 


do. 


110.  Ezekiel  F.  Ludlum...|15j do. 

I  I 

111.  George  W.McCartin..i  14! do. 


112.  Francis  McDonough..{  16 


• .  •  •  . .  uo .     .••••• 


113.  Thaddeus  Mahoney. . .  1 15; do . 


114.  Lewis  Neil 


13 


115.  George  Nixon |16 


116.  Jno.  O'Brien. 


117.  William  H.  O'Brien... 

118.  William  H.Oram.... 

119.  William  E.  Osbom  . . . 

120.  Franklin  M.  Page.  • . . 

121.  Thomas  H.  Peacock. . 


do. 


13- 

r 
I 

141 

u! 

I 

I 

I 

131 
15 


122.  Jno.  H.  Pope ;14 


•  ...*.    QO .      ......  j 


StndiM  nomied  horn 

dept.  1, 1849,  to  Jan. 

7,1850. 

Same  aa  No.  71. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
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NaIB  of  OTUDIMT* 

tk: 

123.  James  J.  Rogers 

L84.  WiUiam  H.  Rogers. . . 
135.  Lemoel  Sandford 

126.  Isaac  Seligman 

127.  George  F.  Shrady  • .  • . 

128.  George  Sparrow 

129.  David  Stanton 

130.  Eugene  Sullivan 

131.  Aaron  Swarts 

132.  Thomas  Taylor 

183.  Jno.  Tinker 

134.  James  A.  Treacy 

135.  Washington  L.  Tyson. 

136.  Jos.  A.  Vail 

137.  Peter  Van  Varick 

138.  Jos.  A.  Velsor 

139.  Peter  Walther 

140.  Elijah  Ward 

141.  RohertF.  Weir 

142.  Jno.  D.  Welch 

143.  William  B.  Wells 


< 


StudiM  pDrmed  ftt>m  Feb. 
5th  to  July  28th,  1849. 


15! 
12 
15 
17 
16 
14 
14 
16 
18 


do 


do. 
do. 
do. 


do. 


14 


14 


15 


12 


12 


13 


13 


16 


do. 
do. 


. .  .  .  .  .  uO.     ....  •  . 


14' do.    


.  .  •  •    .  •     QO.        •  •  a  •    .  . 

Same  as  No.  52. 


StndiM  panoed  from 

Sept.  1.1848,  to  Jan. 

7,1800. 


Same  as  No.  71. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
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Samk  or  SrcDKNT. 

144.  Oeo.  W.  Whiting 

14ft.  EdwBKl  K.  Wightman 

146.  James  S.  Wightman 

147.  George  T.  Williams. 

148.  Saoiuel  Wood.... 

149.  Robert  Young .... . 

150.  William  F.  Young, 
g     151.  John  Boyban 


152.  O«oige W.Brown.... 

153.  Patrick  Byrne 

154.  Samuel  L.  Chapin .... 
165.  Alfred  G.  Compton. . . 

156.  Jno.  Cooper,  Jr 

157.  Leander  M.  Delamater 

158.  Jamea  J.  Ddany 

159.  Charles  W.  Doherty.. 

160.  Joseph  Dore 

161.  Eugene  Douglan 

162.  Jno.  D.  Douglaa 


Same  aa  No  ] 

do.  ... 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


lgB6. 

1  No.  71. 


lo. 
lo. 
lo. 


of  UwSm- 

No.  151. 
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les. 

164. 
165. 


169. 
170. 
171. 
178. 
179. 
174. 
175. 


Donglua  Forbes. . . 

J<».H.  Goldey 

Willitm  Isaacs 

Lewii  E.  Kotman  ■ . 
Chulea  McCormick 
Duiiel  F.  McCoy.. 
Joo.  H.  Meekw-  ■  •  • 
Charles  A.  Rate.... 
George  W.Tajrlor.. 
Richard  H.  Wardlow. 

George  Whit 

George  L.  Gbeat. . . . 
James  A.  Bogert. . . . 
Samuel  R.  Probaaco. 

Jdo.  W.  Jaquea 

M.  J.  McCrystel.... 
Mortimer  Griffin ..... 
Edward  Kenaed;. .... 

JoIm  W.  Tayloi 

Henry  F.  Stivers 

Edward  J.  Montague. 


Same  as  No.  53. 

do 

do 

do 


14  ... 
Lea 


16i.. 


do. 


do 

16^  Aa  No.  52,  s;  moi 

lol  As  No.  1,  3^  moV 

I5i do. 

14| do.  4  moV 

14SameasNo.  52,left 

1  Junel5th,  4mo's 
13j     Same  as  No.  1. 

17'    Same  aa  No.  52. 


Same  aa  No.  161 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 


'Same  as  No.  I, 
left  Sept.  15th. 
Left  Sept.  lath. 
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Name  of  Studxht. 


184.  Charles  A.  Nicholson  • 


14 


185.  John  Belzer, 


186.  Henry  Berlin 


187.  William  Calhoun 


188.  Hiram  Christman 


189.  John  Kelly. 


190.  William  Oscar  Lewis.. 


191.  Andrew  McFall. 

192.  John  Ross 


193.  George  Orton 

194.  James  C.Trimble.... 

195.  James  R.  Clohecy....| 

196.  Alexander  M.  GrafT... 


197.  Thomas  H.  Hunt 


198.  James  Shannon 


199.  George  N.  Jones 

200.  John  McAleer.  • . 

201.  Henry  M.HuU... 

202.  Daniel  J.  Ross  •  • 


StodiM 
6th 


M  pomied  from  FebjStadki  nnmd  fnm 
to  July  28th,  1818     Sepi.  1, 18«.  to  Jan. 

I  1,1860.       . 


Same  as  No.  52.    iLeft  Sept.  24tli. 


Same  as  No.  1 . 


do. 


a 


a 


ii 


Admitted,  but  neTer| 
joined.  j 

Same  as  No.  1.     i    ^^ 


do. 


(C 


<c 


it 


Admitted,  but  never 
joined. 
Same  as  No.  1. 


ti 


u 


I 

Admitted,  but  neverl 
joined.  | 

Same  as  No.  1.     j    ^< 


<i 


Oct.  3d. 
Oct.  8th. 


<<    Oct.  30th. 


do !    "    Nov.  16th. 


•  • . .  .  .  QO •     ...... 

Same  as  No.  52. 


<'    Nov.22d. 


a 


u 


Dec.  Ist. 


u 


do 

Same  as  No.  1 .        ^^    Dec.  12th. 
do )    <^    Sept.  22d. 


Tajlor*!  MwbimI  of 
Anci<Mit  HiitQiT— 4 
months. 

MAthcmAtifli,  Bow- 
don's  Algebra  to 
Equation  of  the  tint 
idegree.— 4  monthi. 
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11. 

Nuiiiber  of  pupils  that  have  pursued  classical  studies, 
and  studies  in  the  higher  branches  of  English  literature, 
four  months. 

All  the  students  named  in  the  foregoing  table  have  pur- 
sued classical  studies,  and  studies  in  the  higher  branches 
of  English  literature,  as  therein  stated,  for  four  months 
and  upwards,  except  nine,  viz  :  those  numbered  174,  175, 
176,  177,  178,  187,  190  and  192,  being  in  all  one  hundred 
and  ninety-four. 


lU. 


VALUE    OF    LIBRARY    AND    APPARATUS. 

The  Board  of  Education  have  autliorized  the  sum  of 
fire  tiiousand  five  hundred  dollars  to  be  expended  for 
chemical,  astronomical,  mathematical  and  philosophical 
instruments  and  apparatus  ;  and  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars  for  library  books.  The  greater  part  of  the  appa- 
ratus has  been  ordered. 

The  amounts  that  have  been  paid  out  up  to  the  present 
date,  and  specified  above  in  this  report : 

For  Philosophical  apparatus, $2,467  61 

"   Library  books, 369  49 

3 
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IT. 


NAMES  AND  COMPENSATION  OF  INSTRUCTORS. 

Horace  Webster,  LL.  D.,  Principal, salary  $2600 

Edward  C.  Ross,  LL.  D.,  Professor  of  Math- 
ematics and  Natural  Philosophy, ^^         1500 

Gerardus  B.  Docharty,  Assistant  Professor 

of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy,..    ^^  800 

Theodore  Irving,  Professor  of  History  and 

Belles  Lettres, ; '^        1600 

John  J.  Owen,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Latin  and 

Greek  Languages  and  Literature, ^^         1600 

Oliver  W.  Gibbs,  M.  D.  Profr.  of  Chemistry,    "  800 

Paul  P.  Duggan,  Professor  of  Drawing, "  600 

Edward  C.  Marshall,  Assistant  in  the  De- 
partment of  History  and  Belles-Lettres,  •  •  • .    ^^  700 
George  W.  Huntsman,  Assistant  in  the  De- 
partment of  History  and  Belles-Lettres,.  •  •  •    '^  700 

Norman  A.  Beach,  Assistant, ^^  350 

John  Roemer,  Professor  of  French  Language. 

Compensation,  $1  per  hour  for  each  hour  of  instruction* 
Augustus  F.  Boyle,  Instructor  in  Phonetics  and  Phonog- 
raphy.— Compensation,  $1  per  hour  for  each  hour  of 
instruction. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Agustin  J.  Morales  has  been 
appoi  nted  Professor  of  the  Spanish  Language,  and  Theo- 
dore Glaubensklee  Professor  of  the  German  Language 
and  Literature,  who  have  not  yet  commenced  giving  in- 
struction. Their  compensation  will  be  regulated,  as  that 
of  the  Professor  of  the  French  Language  is  adjusted,  by 
the  amount  of  service  performed. 
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V. 

IfONETS    RECEIVED    AND    DISBURSED    FOR   SUPPORT    AND 

MAINTENANCE. 


Dec.  16, 1848. 


July  14, 1849. 
OcU  20, 1849. 


Nov.  16, 1848. 

Dec.  2,    *« 

"    20,    ** 

"    30,    " 

From 

Jan.  16, 1849, 

to 
Jan.  7,  1850. 


Receipts. 

Appropriation  received 
from  the  Comptroller  of 
the  City,. 


u 


it 
u 


Expenditures. 

Salary  of  the  Principal. . 

Advertising 

Coal  and  wood, 

Shovels  and  hammers.  •  • 


$5,000 
5,000 
5,000 


$15,000 


Salaries,  (including  com* 
pensation  of  Janitor.  •  • 

Text  Books 

Stationery 

Supplies 

Advertising.  •  • , 

Insurance 

Coach  hire 

Printing 

Cleaning. 


Balance  on  hand  of  ap- 
propriations for  support.  • 


292  12 

10  24 
256  00 

11  69 


9180  35 
453  13 
333  16 
54  75 
445  50 
16  73 
250  00 
4 


$5753  05 


50 
160  88 
29  00 


10,927  00 

11,497  05 
3,502  07 


All  the  moneys  received  have  been  paid  from  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  and  were  raised 
by  tax. 

ROBT.  KELLY, 

President  Board  of  Education. 
John  A.  Stewabt,  Clerk. 

New  York,  January  7th,  1850. 
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BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  28,  1860. 


-w'W'^^/  N^\.".<^" 


The  following  CommunicatioD  from  the  Comptroller,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  in  reference  to  expense  of  adrer- 
tising  in  city  newspapers,  was  received,  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Resolvedj  That  the  Comptroller  be  and  he  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  Board  at  its  next  meeting,  the 
amount  of  moneys  paid  for  advertising  Corporation  Ordi- 
nances and.  Notices,  &c.,  from  the  8th  day  of  May,  1849,'to 
the  7th  day  of  January,  1850,  in  the  following  newspapers 
in  this  city,  viz:  in  the  Evening  Post,  New  York  Express, 
Commercial  Advertiser,  and  Mirror ;  and  also,  under  and 
by  what  authority  said  moneys,  if  any,  were  paid. 

By  PATRICK  KELLY, 

Alderman  of  Sixth  Ward. 
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Finance  Department,  Comptroller's  Office,  ) 
New  York,  Jan.  28,  1850.  J 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  : 

Gentlemen  : — In  accordance  with  the  annexed  resolu- 
tion, I  herewith  submit  the  accompanying  statement, 
showing  the  amounts  paid  to  the  several  papers  designated 
in  said  resolution. 

The  Commercial  and  Evening  Post  have  been  paid  at 
per  contract,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  annexed.  The 
Mirror  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  Common  Council, 
and  the  Express  by  resolution  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances of  both  Boards.  A  copy  of  each  of  said  resolu- 
tions is  also  annexed. 

The  Evening.Post,  Commercial  Advertiser,  and  Evening 
Mirror,  are  paid  each  at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum  : — the  balance  of  their  account  is  for  extras,  not 
included  in  their  contracts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOS.  R.  TAYLOR, 

Comptroller, 
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Amoants  paid  EveDing  Post,  New  York  Commercial  Ad- 
vertiser,  New  York  Daily  Express,  and  New  York 
Evening  Mirror,  for  advertising  Corporation  Ordinan- 
ces, from  the  8th  day  of  May,  1849,  to  the  7th  day  of 
January,  1850 : — 


* 

ETENLNO   POST. 


1849. 
June  4.  Advertising  Charter,  Marine  Court,  and 

for  Alms  House, $  64  25 

July  2.  ^^        by  contract  one  quarter,    •  •  •     125  00 

"  30.  "        prevention   of  Fires,  Marine- 

Court,  Justices' Courts,&c.     105  00 

«  30.  "        Canvass, 9  75 

**  30.  "        Notice  reception   of    Father 

Mathew, 7  75 

Nov.  19.  "        Jury  Notice, 6  00 

Aug.  8.  "        by  contract,  one  quarter,  . . .     126  00 

Dec.  17.  ^        Funeral  Obsequies  of  General 

Worth,  fltc 13  50 

**  31 .'         **        Election  Notices, 16  50 

One  quarter's  contract,  due  Jan.  1st, 
1850,  but  not  paid  till  January  14th, 
1850, 125  00 

$587  76 
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^EW    YORK    COMMERCIAL    ADVERTISER. 
1849. 

June  4.  Advertising  Charter,  Marine  and  Superior 

Courts,  and  for  Alms  House,  $  54  25 

"18.          ''        Charter,   20  00 

July  2.'          "        Contract,  one  quarter, 125  00 

"  16.          "        Jury  Notices, 5  63 

"  30.  "         prevention  of  Fires,  and  acts 

relating  to  Courts, 176  00 

Oct.  8.          "        Contract,  one  quarter, 125  00 

1850. 

Jan.  1.          "               '*            "            125  00 

$630  88 


\ 


NEW    YORK    DAILY    EXPRESS. 

1849. 
July  30.  Notice   reception  of  Father  Mathew   ad- 
vertising,   $  6  35 

Aug. 27.  Printing  official  report  of  Proceedings,..  353  25 

Sept.  10.  Advertising  Loan  $200,000, 6  19 

"  24.  "        Proposals  for  Stationery,. ...       12  78 

Oct.  8.  "        Commissioner  of  Jurors 7  00 

Dec.   3.  "        Obsequies  Gen.  Worth,  &c.  .       30  00 

"  31.  "        Election  Notices, 17  50 

1850. 

Jan*  1.  ^^        official  reports  of  Proceedings 

of  Boards  of  Aldermen  and 
Assistants, 472  87 

$905  84 
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EVENING    MIRROR. 

1849. 

July  2.  Advertising  Loan  of  $200,000  .........  |5  00 

*'  30.  ^^        Resolutions  relative  to  death  of 

James  K.  Polk, 3  12 

"  30.           "        for  Receiver  of  Taxes, 3  25 

"   30.    ^      "        Reception  Father  Mathew,  ..  10  60 

Oct.  8.           "        for  Commissioner  of  Jurors,  ..  7  50 

Dec.  3.          **        Obsequies  of  Gen.  Worth,. ...  25  00 
**  17.           "         One  quarter,   per  resolution  of 

Common  Council, 125  00 

"  31.  *'        from  Oct.  7th  to  Dec.  31st,  per 

agreement,  115  38 

"31.          "        Election  Notices, 33  00 

♦327  76 

Resolved^  That  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  payment  of 
expenses  incurred  for  the  funeral  solemnities  in  this  city, 
to  the  remains  of  the  gallant  and  lamented  Major  Gteneral 
Worth,  Colonel  Duncan,  and  Major  Gates,  late  of  the 
United  States  Army. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Nov.  20th,  1849. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk  C.  C. 

Resolvedy  That«  the  Comptroller  be,  and  is  hereby  di- 
rected, to  pay  all  such  bills  as  may  have  been  incurred  by 
the  Committee  of  Arrangements  of  the  Common  Council 
for  the  reception  of  the  Rev.  Theobald  Mathew,  upon 
said  bills  being  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee of  each  Board. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  July  17th,  1849. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk  C.  C. 
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Resolvedy  That  the  Evening  Mirror  be  employed  to  ad- 
vertise the  notices ,of  the  different  departments  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  city  of  New  York,  provided  the  proprietor 
will  perform  the  service  upon'^the  same  terms  as  the  Com- 
mercial Advertiser  and  the  Evening  Post,  the  same  to 
date  from  the  seventh  day  of  July,  1849. 

Approved  by  the  Acting  Mayor,  Dec.  21,  1849. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk  C.  C. 

Resolvedy  That  the  bills  of  the  various  newspapers  in 
the  city  of  New  York  for,  publishing  the  new  city  charter, 
be  presented  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  for  ad- 
justment, and  that  the  Comptroller  be  directed  to  pay  such 
bills  as  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  shall  certify  to 
be  correct 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  June  18th,  1849. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE. 

Resolved,  That  the  Finance  Committee  be  vested  with 
powers  to  provide  for  some  further  publication  of  the  Cor- 
poration proposals  for  contracts,  and  for  other  business 
notices. 

Approved  by  the  Mayor,  July  6,  1849. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE. 

This  agreement,  made  the  seventh  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  between  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of 
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tlie  eity  of  New  York,  of  the  first  part,  aod  William  C. 
Bryant,  William  O.  Boggs  and  Timothy  A.  Howe,  pro- 
prietors of  the  Erening  Post,  a  newspaper  printed  and  pub- 
Usbed  in  the  said  city  of  New  York,  of  the  second  part, 
wimetseth  that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  for  and 
in  consideration  of  the  agreement  hereinafter  made  by  the 
nud  parties  of  the  first  part,  do  hereby  covenant  and 
agree  that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  will  cause  to 
be  correctly  and  regularly  published  in  the  said  Evening 
Post, 

The  official  proceedings  of  each  Board  of  the  Common 
Council ;  also  all  notices  of  propositions  before  the  Common 
Council,  involving  an  assessment  upon  citizens,  and  for 
Rich  period  as  the  ordinances  of  the  Common  Council,  or  the 
direction  of  the  particular  department  shall  prescribe  ;  also 
all  resolutions  passed  by  the  Common  Council  involving  as- 
essments;  also  all  notices  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  Board 
of  Health,  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  the  mes- 
sages of  the  Mayor , or  other  person  acting  as  such,  and  all 
notices  of  city  and  county  officers  required  to  be  published 
by  law  or  ordinance,  or  which  the  said  Board  or  officers 
may  deem  it  proper  to  publish  by  virtue  of  their  offices, 
the  expense  whereof  is  to  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the 
city,  except  the  advertisements  for  the  sale  of  property  for 
taxes  or  assessments,  and  the  redemption  notice  in  relation 
to  the  same,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  a 
certain  ordinance,  entitled  ^^An  ordinance  in  relation  to 
advertisements  of  the  Corporation  and  of  all  city  and 
county  officers,  the  expense  whereof  is  to  be  paid  from 
the  city  treasury.''  Approved  by  the  Mayor,  on  the 
leventli  day  of  July,  a.  d.  1848. 
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Aad  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  for  the  consid- 
eration hereinafter  mentioned,  further  agree  to  fumith, 
when  required,  affidavits  of  the  due  publication  of  any  of 
the  notices,  ordinances  and  advertisements  aforesaid,  which 
are  made  necessary  by  law  to  be  furnished,  or  which  ihey 
may  deem  necessary. 

And  it  is  mutually  agreed  by  and  between  the  parties 
aforesaid,  that  this  agreement  is  to  continue  in  full  force- 
and  effect  for  and  during  the  period  of  one  year  from  the 
date  hereof ;  and  the  said  parties  of  the  first  patt  agree  to 
pay,  and  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  hgtee  to  re- 
ceive, in  full  satisfaction  for  all  and  singular  the  services 
aforesaid,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  by 
quarterly  installments  on  [the  first  days  of  November,  Feb- 
ruary, May  and  August. 

In  witness  whereof  to  one  part  of  these  presents,  remain- 
ing with  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  the  said  parties 
of  the  second  part  have  affixed  their  hands  and  seals,  and 
to  the  other  part  thereof,  remaining  with  the  said  parties 
of  the  second  part,  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  have 
affixed  their  common  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  "above 
written. 

Wm.  C.  Bryant,     (l.  s.)    " 
Wm.  G.  Boggs,         (l.  s.) 
Timothy  A.  Howe,  (l.  s.) 

Sealed  and  delivered  in 
the  presence  of 

Edw.  TOWLE. 

Note. — On  the  third  line,  third  page,  the  word  **  by  **  read  **  installment.** 
Interlined  before  the  execution  of  this  instrument. 
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COPY.. 

City  Hall,  May  SIst,  1849. 

To  J.  L.  Lawr£NC£,  Comptroller  : 

By  virtue  of  a  resolutioa  passed  od  the  31st  day  of  May, 
1849,  empowering  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  take 
meainres  for  the  more  extended  publication  of  the  City 
Ordinances,  and  all  matters,  relating  to  the  interests  of  the 
city,  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  of  both  Boards  of  the 
Common  Council  have  adopted  the  following  resolution, 
to  wit: 

RemUvedj  That  all  public  notices  of  the  Corporation,  and 
the  departments  thereof,  as  well  as  the  official  proceedings 
of  each  Board  of  the  Common  Council,  be  published  in 
the  paper  known  as  the  New  York  Express,  provided  that 
the  proprietors  thereof  will  execute  the  same  at  prices  not 
exceeding  their  usual  or  customary  rat^,  until  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  Committee. 

(Signed) 

ROBERT  T.  HAWS,  )  Committee  on  Ordi- 
SILAS  C.  HERRING,  \        nances  of  the 
PATRICK  KELLY,      )  Board  of  Mdermen. 

Adopted  May  31,  1849. 

Concurred  in  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  of  the 
Board  of  Assistants,  May  31,  1849. 

(Signed) 

OSCAR  W.  STURTEVANT,  )  CommUtee  of  the 
J.  F.  OAKLEY,  >      Board  of  Jlssis- 

EDMUND  GRIFFIN,  )      tant  Aldermen. 
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A  copy  of  the  above  reioltition  waa  directed  to  be  leai 
to  the  head  of  each  department  and  bureau  of  the  city 
goyernment. 

(Signed) 

llICBARD  SCOTT, 

Clerk  to  Cammittee. 


.« 
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BOARD   OF    ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  28,  1850. 


The  folIowiDg  communication  from  the  Counsel  to  the 
Corporation,  with  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in 
the  case  of  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company,  was 
received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Office  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation, 

January  23,  1850. 

To  the  Common  Council : 

Gentlemen  : — In  accordance  with  the  wish  of  several 
members  of  your  body,  and  in  compliance  with  the  inten- 
tion expressed,  in  my  communication  under  date  of  Dec. 
27,  1849,  I  have  procured,  and  herewith  transmit  the 
opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  delivered  by  Chief  Jus- 
tice Jones,  in  the  case  of  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 
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The  principles  settled  by  this  decision  in  relation  to  the 
control  of  the  Corporntion  over  the  streets  of  the  city,  are 
so  important,  that  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  having  the  same  printed. 

I  remain,  with  high  respect, 
Yours, 

HENRY  E.  DA  VIES. 
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SUPREME  COURT, 


Susannah  Drake  and  others, 

vs. 

The  Hudson  Riter  Railroad 

Company. 

By  the  Court— JONES,  P.  J. 

The  acts  of  the  Legislature  referred  to  by  the  plamtiflk 
in  the  complaint,  authorized  and  empowered  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company  to  con- 
struct a  single,  double,  or  treble  railroad  or  way  between 
the  cities  of  New  York  and  Albany,  commencing  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  with  the  consent  of  the  Corporation  of 
that  city,  and  passing  through  the  counties  therein  men- 
tioned, and  ending  at  some  point  on  the  Hudson  river,  in  the 
county  of  Rensselaer,  opposite  the  city  of  Albany,  to  be 
laid  with  an  iron  rail  of  the  weight  therein  mentioned,  and 
to  transport,  take,  or  carry  any  property  and  persons  upon 
the  same,  by  the  power  and  force  of  steam,  of  animals,  or 
of  any  mechanical  or  other  power,  or  of  any  combination 
of  them,  for  the  term  of  fifty  years  from  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  incorporation.  The  fourth  section  of  the  act  authori- 
zes them,  after  one  half  of  the  capital  stock  shall  have  been 
subscribed,  and  five  per  cent,  thereof  paid  in,  to  exercise  the 
powers  and  privileges  conferred  upon  them  by  the  act, 
and  that  thereupon  the  directors  might  appoint  an  engineer 
or  engineers,  and  cause  to  be  made  such  examinations^ 
surveys  and  maps  for  the  said  railroad  as  might  be  neces- 
sary to  the  selection  by  them  of  the  most  eligible  line  or 
lines  for  the  location  of  the  road ;  but  requiring  that  th% 
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same  be  located  withia  the  limits  in  the  manner  therein 
prescribed,  and  providing  that  the  directors,  after  such 
jexnmination  and  surveys  were  made,  should  select,  and  by 
certificates  drawn  on  suitable  maps,  under  their  hands  and 
seals,  designate  the  line,  course,  or  way  they  might  deem 
most  advantageous  for  the  said  railroad,  which  certificates 
should  be  filed  in  the  offices  for  that  purpose,  described  in 
the  said  act,  and  that  the  line,  course,  or  way  so  selected 
and  certified,  should  be  the  line,  course,  or  w;ay  on  which 
the  said  Corporation  should  construct  or  make  the  said 
railroad  :  the  same  section  of  the  act  provides  and  directs 
that  the  said  directors  may  locate  their  said  railroad  on  any 
of  the  streets  or  avenues  of  the  city  of  New  York  westerly 
of,  and  including  the  Eighth  avenue,  and  on,  or  westerly  of 
Hudson  street,  provided  the  assent  of  the  Corporation  of 
said  city  be  first  obtained  for  such  location,  and  said  rail- 
road company  not  to  infringe  upon  the  rights  or  privileges 
of  the  Harlem  Railroad  Company  theretofore  incorpora- 
ted. By  the  seventh  section  of  the  act,  the  said  railroad 
company  or  corporation  is  empowered  tp  purchase,  receive, 
and  hold  in  fee  simple  such  real  estate  and  other  property 
as  may  be  necessary  in  accomplishing  the  objects  of  the 
incorporation,  and  also  to  receive,  take,  and  hold  such 
voluntary  grants  and  donations  of  real  estate  and  other 
property  as  might  be  given  them  to  aid  in  the  construction, 
maintenance,  and  accommodation  of  said  railroad,  but 
which  real  estate  should  be  held  and  used  for  those  pur- 
poses only.  By  the  lOlh  section  of  the  act,  the  corporation 
is  empowered  by  their  engineer  or  agent  to  enter  upon  any 
lands  or  water  for  the  purpose  of  making  surveys,  and  by 
ihejr  engineers  or  agents  to  enter  upon,  take  possession  of, 
and  use  all  such  lands  and  real  estate  as  might  be  necessay 
forihe  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  said  railroad, 
And  the  acconunodations  required  appertaining  thereto,  but 
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ibat  all  real  estate  thus  entered  upon  not  voluntarily 
granted  or  given,  should  be  purchased  by  the  Corporation, 
of  I  be  owners  at  the  price  to  be  mutually  agreed  upon  be- 
lireen  them.  And  in  case  an  ngrecment  could  not  be 
made  between  said  Corporation  and  the  owners  of  any 
property  which  might  be  required  for  said  purposes,  or 
which  might  be  affected  by  any  operation  connected  there- 
with, the  compensation  to  be  made  therefor  to  be  ascer- 
tained, assessed,  and  paid  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  act. 

By  the  act  of  February  10th,  1838,  further  to  amend  the 
original  act,  compensation  is  to  be  made  for  the  lands,  real 
estate  and  property  thus  taken  possession  of  and  used  for 
these  purposes,  and  not  voluntarily  given  to  or  purchased 
by  them,  in  the  manner  following  : — the  Corporation  may 
present  a  petition  to  the  proper  court,  setting  forth  the 
same,  and  praying  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
to  ascertain  the  compensation  to  be  made  therefor,  and  the 
court  on  such  application  and  due  notice  of  presenting  the 
same,  are  to  appoint  five  competent  and  disinterested  per- 
sons, commissioners,  to  ascertain  such  compensation  ;  who, 
after  bearing  the  parties,  and  viewing  the  premises,  shall 
ascertain  and  certify  the  compensation  proper  to  be  made 
to  the  owners  and  parties  interested  for  the  land,  real  estate, 
and  property  so  to  be  taken,  or  injuriously  affected  as  afore- 
said, without  any  deduction  or  allowance  on  account  of 
any  real  or  supposed  benefit  or  advantage  which  such 
owners  and  parties  interested  may  derive  from  the  con- 
struction of  said  road.  The  Commissioners  are  to  make, 
subscribe,  and  file  in  the  office  indicated  by  the  act,  a  cer- 
tificate of  their  said  ascertainment  and  assessment,  con- 
tainiog  a  description  of  the  premises  for  which  such  com- 
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pensation  is  to  be  made,  and  the  court  upon  ffuch  oeitiA- 
cate  and  proof  that  such  compensation  in  the  sums  certi- 
fied has  been  paid  to  the  parties  entitled  thereto,  or  depo* 
sited  in  bank  as  authorized  by  the  act,  shall  make  and 
cause  to  be  entered  in  its  minutes  a  rule  describing  -the 
lands,  &c. ;  such  ascertainment  of  compensation  with  the 
mode  of  making  it,  and  such  payment  or  deposit  of  the 
compensation  as  aforesaid,  a  certified  copy  of  which  is  to 
be  recorded  in  the  oflice,  indicated  by  the  act  in  the  like 
manner  and  witii  the  like  efTect  as  if  it  were  a  deed  of  con- 
veyance from  the  said  owners  and  parties  interested  to  the 
said  corporation,  and  upon  the  entry  of  such  rule,  the  said 
corporation  shall  become  seized  in  fee  of  the  lands,  real 
estate  and  property  described  in  it,  or  required  to  be  taken 
as  aforesaid  during  the  continuance  of  the  corporatton, 
and  may  take  possession  of,  hold  and  use  the  same  for 
the  purposes  of  said  road,  and  thereupon  shall  be  dis- 
charged from  all  claims  for  damages  by  reason  of  any 
matter  specified  in  the  said  petition,  certificate,  or  rule  of 
court. 

Under  these  powers,  privileges  and  provisions,  tho 
stockholders  proceeded  to  organize  their  corporation,  and 
to  locate  the  line  of  their  road,  and  in  some  sections  of  U 
acquired  the  lands  and  real  estate  required  for  the  coii<> 
struction  of  the  road  and  laid  their  track  thereon.  In  the 
month  of  May,  1847,  availing  themselves  of  the  power 
and  provision  in  the  act  in  that  behalf  contained,  the  con^ 
pany,  with  the  assent  of  the  Corporation  of  the  city^ 
located  their  said  railroad  on  the  Eleventh  avenue  of  tbe 
city  of  New  York  to  Thirty-second  street,  and  thence 
through  other  streets  and  avenues  to  and  through  Wert 
ilreet  to  Canal  etreetr— and  afterwards  on  the  14th  Hay, 
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1849,  applied  to  the  Common  Council  for  the  assent  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  city  to  lay  a  double  track  railroad  and 
run  their  trains  of  cars  from  the  Tenth  avenue  through  Four- 
teeotb  street,  and  Hudson  street,  to  Chambers  street.    The 
Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  first  day  of  August,  1849,  by  a 
role  of  eight  members  in  the  aflSrmative  against  five  mem- 
bers in  the  negative,  passed  a  resolution  to  the  efifect  that 
the  defendants,  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company,  be 
authorized  to  lay  down  a  double  track  of  rails,  with  suitable 
curves  and   turn-outs,  from  the  nortlierly  line  of  Canal 
street,  at  West  street,  through  Canal  and  Hudson/strcets  to 
Chambers  street,  under  the  direction  of  the  Street  Commis- 
aioner,  and  subject  to  all  the  restrictions,  obligations  and 
proviflions  of  the  ordinance  authorizing  said  company  to 
lay   down   rails  to  Canal  street.    The  President  of  the 
Board  objected  to  the  resolution  as  not  being  in  conformity 
to  the  provisions  of  the  new  or  amended  city  charter,  and 
that  it  could  not  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assistant  Alder- 
inen,  as  having  passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen.     From  his 
decision  an  appeal  was  taken,  and  by  a  like  vote  of  eight 
members  to  five,  the  appeal  was  sustained,  and  the  resolu- 
tion  declared  to  be  adopted.     It  was  then  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  for  concurrence.   The  Board 
of  Assistant  Aldermen  concurred  in  the  resolution,  by  a 
TOte  of  thirteen  members  in  the  afiirmative  to  four  in  the 
negative,  and  it  was  afterwards  approved  by  the  Mayor  of 
Ihe  city.    The  company  by  their  agents,  pursuaut  to  the 
Msent  given  them  by  the  said  resolution  commenced  to 
lay  down  the  double  track  of  their  said  railroad,  under  the 
jdiiection  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  in  and  along  Canal 
-Vlroet,  .between  West  and  Hudson  streets,  and  were  pre- 
ipiriiig  .to'.Gontmue  ibejadne  to  and  through  Hudson  to 
•fihanbart .  stroat,  wbtn  the  .p}ai»tiflfs  itooik  tl^mr  inoipiwt 
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measures  to  arrest  the  work  as  unaiithoriaBed  by  law,  and 
injurious  to  them,  complaining  of  it  moreover  as  a  nui- 
sance, and  averring  that  real  estate  and  property  invested 
by  law  in  them,  had  been  taken  for  the  location  and  con- 
struction thereof  without  making  compensation  to  tbena 
therefor.  The  double  track  of  rails  occupy  about  sixteen 
feet  of  the  middle  or  centre  of  Canal  and  Hudson  streets, 
and  in  some  parts  of  Hudson  street,  between  Duane  and 
Chambers  streets,  approacli  to  within  about  seven  feet,  and 
at  one  place  it  is  said  to  about  four  and  a  half  feet  from 
the  side-walk.  A  number  of  affidavits  have  been  read 
by  the  plaintiffs  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  that  the\iouble 
track  of  rails  obstructs  and  impedes  the  crossing  and  the 
free  and  full  use  of  the  streets  ;  that  it  injuriously  affects 
their  property  in  various  ways ;  and  that  it  is  a  nuisance 
to  them,  seriously  impairing  the  value  of  lots  fronting 
thereon,  and  endangering  the  safety  of  life.  These  charges 
and  complaints  arc  repelled  by  affidavits  on  the  part  of 
the  defendants,  which  represent  the  railroad  as  a  desirable 
improvement  of  great  public  utility,  creating  no  injurioQi 
obstructions  to  the  use  of  the  streets,  for  ordinary  purpo8eS| 
causing  no  danger  to  those  using  the  same,  and  free  from 
the  objection  of  injury  or  inconvenience  to  the  owners  and 
occupants  of  tenements  and  lots  fronting  the  streets  through 
which  it  passes.  It  is  affirmed  and  not  denied  that  the 
location  of  the  track,  from  West  through  Canal  and  Hudson 
to  Chambers  street,  and  the  laying  down  of  the  rails  therein 
was  commenced  by  the  agents  of  the  company  before  the 
plaintiffs'  complaint  was  served  upon  them,  but  it  is  con* 
ceded  that  the  same  was  done  with  notice  of  the  objec- 
tions of  the  plaintiffs  thereto,  and  that  the  operation  of 
laying  down  the  rails  was  continued  after  service  of  the 
plaintiffs'  complaint  upon  them.     This  court  is  asked  fer 
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an  order  or  injuDCtion  restraining  the  said  defendants  from 
iayinv  dowQ  a  double  track  of  rails,  or  auy  track  of  rails, 
tingle  or  double  of  ariy  kind  whatever,  from  West  street 
through  Canal  and  Hudson  to  Chambers  street,  or  any- 
where within  the  said  limits  ;  and  the  further  prayer  of 
the  plain  tiffs  is,  that  the  said  order  or  injunction  be  per- 
pelnal,  and  that  the  said  defendants  may  be  ordered  to 
remove  and  take  away  so^nuch  of  the  said  tracks  of  rails 
as  they  have  laid  or  caused  to  be  laid  down  in  Canal 
street,  any  part  of  Hudson  street  or  said  route  from  West 
to  Chambers  street. 

The  first  ground  of  complaint  is,  that  the  defendants 
occupy  grounds  for  the  track  of  their  railroad,  laid  down 
by  them  in  said  streets,  which  belong  to  the  plaintifis, 
either  in  fee  or  for  the  unexpired  residue  of  terms  of  years, 
which  have  been  taken  and  used  without  compensation  to 
them  the  plaintiffs  therefor,  or  for  their  right  and  interest 
thesein.  The  answer  to  the  objection  is,  1st,  That  no  land^ 
real  estate  or  property  within  the  liuiits  of  these  streets, 
have  been  taken  for  the  said  railroad,  but  that  the  parts  of 
said  streets  occupied  by  the  tracks  of  said  railroad,  are  so 
occupied  and  used  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  munici- 
pal government  of  the  city,  to  which  the  regulation  of  the 
public  streets  of  the  city  belongs,  and  for  the  purposes  of 
travel  and  for^he  accommodation  of  the  public,  to  and  for 
which  the  lands  forming  the  streets  were  dedicated  by  the 
original  owners,  to  the  public  or  purchasers,  or  acquired 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  state  for  public 
,  purposes — and  2d,  The  claim  of  the  plaintiffs  to  the  soil 
and  grounds  within  the  streets  and  forming  the  same,  or 
to  a  legal  estate,  either  in  fee  or  for  any  residue  of  any 
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terms  of  years  therefor,  is  con  lest  ed  by  the  defendftnti^ 
who  aver  and  insist  thai  the  same  was  and  is  vested  wholly 
and  exclusively  in  the  Corporation  of  the  city,  subject  to 
the  public  use  thereof  as  streets,  and  under  whom  they, 
the  defendants,  claim  to  occupy  and  use  the  same  for  the 
said  railroad.  The  plaintiffs  have  shown  no  title  in  them- 
selves, or  in  any  or  either  of  them,  to  the  legal  estate',  either 
in  fee  or  for  any  lesser  estate  or^term  of  years  in  any  part 
of  the  lands  or  soil  within  the  limits  of  Hudson  or  Canal 
street,  and  it  is  admitted  that  no  grant  or  lease  exists  or 
ever  did  exist  to  them  in  express  terms  therefor,  but  they 
represent  that  they  respectively  are  purchasers  of  the  fee 
or  lessees,  or  assignees  of  leases  for  terms  of  years,^  of  and 
for  lots  fronting  to  the  said  streets  and  bounded  thereon, 
and  derive  such  their  titles  to  the  said  lots  from  the  corpo- 
ration of  the  rector  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  in  communion  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church 
in  the  state  of  New  York,  who  were  the  owners  and  pro- 
prietors in  fee  simple  thereof,  and  they  insist  and  claim 
that  the  grants  in  fee  or  leases  of  the  said  lots  being 
bounded  on  the  said  streets  by  operation  of  law,  extended 
to  the  middle  or  centre  of  the  street,  and  passed  to  and 
vested  in  the  grantees  or  lessees  the  legal  estate  and  inte- 
rest in  the  said  parts  of  the  said  streets  in  front  of  the  said  Iota 
and  extending  the  width  of  the  lots  to  the  centre  of  the 
street,  subject  to  the  dedication  of  the  same  to  public  usei 
as  and  for  a  street.  It  is  stated,  and  not  denied,  that  the 
corporation  of  tifie  rector  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
New  York  in  communion  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
church  in  the  state  of  New  York,  prior  to  the  year  1797, 
were  in  the  possession  and  claimed  to  be  of  right  the  iole  ^ 
and  exclusive  owners,  in  fee  simple,  of  a  large  tract  of  land 


197  (Doc.  No.  10. 

in  the  city  of  New  York,  extending  from  Chambers  street 
to  and  beyond  Canal  street,  within  which  Hudson  street, 
from  Chambers  to  Canal  street,  was  included,  and  which 
had  been  laid  out  into  streets  and  lots  as  mentioned  in 
the  complaint.    That  the  said  tract  of  land  was,  from  time 
to  tinae,  as  the  compact  part  of  the  city  extended,  at  differ-, 
ent  times  laid  out  by  the  said  rector,  &c.,  the  said  owners 
thereof,  into  lots  and  streets  for  city  purposes,  and  that 
Hudson  street  from  Duane  street,  then  called  Barley  street, 
to  Canal  street,  was  one  of  the  streets  so  laid  out  and  de- 
signated for  a  public  street,  and  that  the  lots  of  land  so 
laid  out  and  which  fronted  on  said  Hudson  street,  or  some 
of  them,  were  sold  and  conveyed  by  the  said  corporation 
of  the  rector,  &c.,  to  purchasers  in  fee,  or  leased  to  lessees 
for  terms  of  years,  and  that  the  same  were  in  and  by  the 
deeds  or  leases  thereof  fronted  to  and  bounded  on  the  said 
street.     It  is  not  denied  that  the  grantees  and  lessees  ac- 
quired by  their  grants  and  leases  a  right  of  way  in  and 
over  the  street  on  which  their  lots  were  bounded,  commen- 
surate   in   its   duration  with  the  estate,  in  the  premises 
granted  or  leased  to  them  thereby — these  streets  gave  them 
their  access  to  those  lots  and  were  necessary  for  their  use  and 
accommodation  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  said  lots,  and 
the  appropriation  and  application  of  the  same  to  the  pur- 
poses of  residence  and  business  operations.     Whether  the 
legal  estate  in  the  soil  of  the  street,  in  case  the  same  re- 
sided in  the  grantors  at  the  time  of  the  sale  and  conveyance 
or  lease  thereof,  would  by  operation  of  law  pass  to  and 
Test  in  the  purchaser  in  fee,  or  the  lessee  for  the  term 
granted  by  the  lease,  or  not,  is  a  question  which,  in  my 
Tiew  of  the  case,  does  not  arise,  and  is  not  necessary  to  be 
examined  in  the  present  case,  and  I  express  no  opinion 
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upon  it.    The  complaint  slates  that  (he  land  laid  out  for 
Hudson 'street,  from  Barley  street  to  the  pasture  farm  at 
Moore  street,  on  the  north  side  of  the  intended  square 
called  Hudson  square,  and  being  in  width  ninety  feet,  de- 
signated on  a  map  of  the  same  by  the  corporation  of  the 
rector,  &c.,  as  and  for  a  street,  was  by  an  instrument  ia 
writing,  under  the  corporate  seal  of  the  said  corporatioo, 
and  bearing  date  the  20th  of  June,  1797,  granted  and  coo* 
veyed  by  the  said  corporation  of  the  rector,  &c.,  for  the 
consideration  expressed  therein,   of  five   dollars,  to   the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  to  the  intent,  nevertheless,  and  in  trust  that  the  said 
street  be  kept  open  for  the  use  of  the  citizens  of  New  York 
forever.     And  that  the  said  corporation  of  the  rector,  &c«| 
by  another  instrument  in  writing,  duly  executed  under 
their  corporate  seal,  and  bearing  date  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  1813,  after  reciting  that  by  recent 
regulations  relative  to  public  streets,  divers  pieces  of  land 
belonging  to  them,  between  North  Moore  and  Christopher 
streets,  were  intended  to  be  used  as  public  streets,  and  that 
they  had  agreed  to  grant  and  cede  the  same  for  that  pur- 
pose in  consideration  of  receiving  to  their  own  benefit  a 
certain  other  piece  of  land  theretofore  used  as  a  highway, 
and  no  longer  intended  to  be  so  used,  did  in  consideration 
of  the  said  agreement,  and  of  the  sum  of  one  dollar  therein 
expressed,  grant,  bargain,  sell  and  convey  unto  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  tlie  city  of  New  YQrk,among 
other  pieces  or  parcels  of  land,  the  piece  therein  described 
as  Hudson  street,  with  the  breadth  of  ninety  feet  from 
Christopher  street  to  the  line  of  the  lands  of  Anthony, 
Lispenard,  and  from  Watts  street,  with  the  same  breadth,  to 
Vestry  street,  and  then  with  a  breadth  of  eighty >six  fdPt  six 
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inches  to  North  Moore  street,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same 
nnto  the  said  Mayor,  &c.,  and  their  successors  forever  for 
pablic  uses,  in  like  manner  as  the  olher  streets  of  the  said  city 
aie  ased.  These  deeds,  arc  before  us  and  clearly  purport 
to  convey  to  and  vest  in  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New- 
Tork|  the  lands  composing  the  parts  of  Hudson  street 
therein  respectively  mentioned,  for  public  use  as  streets  of 
the  city.  It  is  admitted  that  the  portion  of  said  Hudson 
street  extending  from  Duanc  street,  formerly  Barley  street, 
to  Chambers  street,  and  the  portion  of  said  Hudsoa  street 
extending  from  Laight  street  across  Canal  street  to  Spring 
street,  were  opened  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  city  of  New  Yor^k,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
die  powers  and  authority  conferred  upon  them  by  the  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York,  in  that  respect 
in  the  complaint  mentioned,  and  that  the  value  of  the 
lands  taken  to  form  those  portions  of  said  Hudson  street, 
were  assessed  upon  and  paid  by  the  owners  of  lots  and  pro- 
perty deemed  to  be  In^ncfited  thereby,  as  in  the  said  com- 
plaint mentioned,  and  not  by  the  Corporation  of  the  city. 
The  portion  of  Canal  street,  between  Hudson  and  West 
street,  is  understood  to  have  been  also  opened  by  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  city,  under  and  by  virtue  of  powers  and 
authority  conferred  upon  them  by  law,  and  the  value  of 
the  lands  taken  for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  same ' 
assessed  upon  and  paid  by  the  owners  and  parties  interested 
in  the  lots  and  parcels  of  land  deemed  to  be  benefited 
thereby,  in  proportion  to  the  benefit  and  advantage  thereof 
to  them  respectively,  and  no  part  of  the  same  to  have  been 
paid  by  the  Corporation  of  the  city.  But  it  is  expressly 
enacted  and  provided  by  the  acts  of  the  legislature  au- 
thorizing the  Corporation  to  cause  public  streets  to  be  laid 
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out  and  opened,  and  the  lands  of  individuals  to  be  taken  for 
the  purpose,  and  the  value  of  the  lands  so  taken  to  be  asscM- 
ed  upon  the  persons  benefited  by  the  improvement,  that 
on  the  final  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the  commissionen 
of  estimate  and  assessment  in  the  premises,  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  iball 
become  and  be  seized  in  fee  of  all  the  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments  and  premises  in  said  report  mentioned,  that 
shall  or  may  be  so  required  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out 
and  opening  the  said  street  so  laid  out  and  opened,  or  for  the 
purpose  of  extending,  enlarging  or  otherwise  improving  the 
street  so  to  be  extended,  enlarged  or  improved,  and  that 
the  said  Mayor,  &c.,  may  thereupon,  or  at  any  time  there- 
after, take  possession  of  the  same,  in  trust,  nevertheless  that 
the  same  be  appropriated  and  kept  open  for  or  as  part  of  a 
public  street  foreVer,  in  like  manner  as  the  other  public 
streets  in  the  said  city  are  and  of  right  ought  to  be.  The 
plaintifis  can  consequently  have  or  claim  no  right  or  title 
to  the  legal  estate  of  the  portions  of  Hudson  and  Canal 
streets  taken  by  the  Corporation  of  the  city  by  authority  of 
law,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  and  forming  or  opening 
the  same.  They  have,  I  think,^hown  no  sufiScient  title 
or  right  in  themselves  to  those  parts  of  Hudson  street  laid 
out  by  the  corporation  of  the  rector  and  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  New  York  in  communion  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal church  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  dedicated  by 
them  to  public  use  as  a  street.  That  corporation,  by  the 
deeds  mentioned  in  the  complaint,  conveyed  the  lands 
forming  those  portions  of  that  street  to  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
nien  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  Vested 
the  same  in  them  and  their  successors  forever  in  trust  for 
public  uses  as  a  street.     Two  of  the  plaintiflTs^  Bohn  and 
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Stewart,  itate  their  tenements  and  lots  to  front  on  Canal 
street,  the  former  as  being  held  in  fee,  the  latter  for  the 
residue  of  thirteen  years  of  an  unexpired  term,  neither  of 
them  can  have  any  pretence  of  claim  to  the  legal  estate 
and  title  to  the  lands  taken  to  lay  out,  form  and  open 
Canal  street — the  other  three  plaintiffs,  Susannah  Drake, 
Andrew  Bowden  and  William  Welt,  state  their  premises  to 
be  on  Hudson  street ;  of  these,  Susiinnah  Drake  represents 
her  tenements  to  consist  of  a  lot,  with  a  three  story  dwell- 
ing house  thereon  in  fee  simple  on  the  west  side  of  Hud- 
son street,  now  known  as  No.  141  Hudson  street.  The 
sources  or  origin  of  her  title  are  not  disclosed  in  the  com- 
plaint, but  it  is  stated,  and  not  denied,  that  she  acquired  her 
right  to  the  fee  in  the  year  1824,  which  was  long  subse- 
quent to  the  conveyance  of  the  street  to  the  Corporation  of 
the  city.  She  represents,  however,  that  those  under  whom 
she  claims  and  from  whom  she  derives  her  title,  had  apre- 
▼ions  lease  for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  given  in 
1804,  long  before  the  deed  to  the  city  corporation.  That 
lease  is  stated  to  have  been  given  to  the  lessees  therein 
named  and  to  have  come  by  divers  mesne  assignments  to 
to  the  said  Susannah  Drake  and  two  other  persons — the 
co-assignees  are  not  before  the  court — they  are  not  parties  to 
the  suit  and  do  not  complain  of  the  railroad.  They  probably 
have  now  no  interest  therein,  and  she  has  become  and  is 
the  sole  owner  of  the  whole.  She  claims  to  be  the  owner 
thereof,  and  in  the  complaint  alleges  herself  to  be  seized 
thereof  in  fee.  And  as  respects  her,  she,  by  accepting  a 
conveyance  in  fee  of  the  lot,  has  superseded  the  lease  and 
extinguished  all  her  right  and  interest  under  it.  What- 
ever may  have  been  her  right  to  the  legal  title  of  the  lands 
within  the  limits  of  the  streets,  under  or  by  virtue  of  the 
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lease  held  by  her  as  assignee,  as  to  which  we  purposely 
avoid  all  enquiry,  those  rights  were  commensurate  only 
with  the  leasehold  interest.  The  fee  of  the  land  subjeci- 
to  the  lease,  if  it  attached  thereto,  was  in  the  corporation 
the  rector,  &c.,  and  was  conveyed  by  them  to  the  Mayor, 
&c.,  of  the  city.  When  she  accepted  the  deed  and  took 
the  fee,  the  lease  was  necessarily  merged  or  discharged,  and 
the  leasehold  interest  as  to  the  lot  conveyed  to  her,  merged 
in  the  fee  and  extinguished.  She  took  the  lot  in  fee,  bnt 
could  not  take  the  fee  of  the  land  comprised  within  the 
limits  of  the  street  for  that  had  been  already  conveyed  to 
and  vested  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of 
the  city  of  New  York.  The  extinguishment  of  the  term 
left  the  fee  freed  and  discharged  from  it,  and  the  lease  for 
the  benefit  of  her,  the  said  Susannah  Drake,  the  grantee  of 
the  lessee,  as  to  the  lot  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  cor- 
poration, the  grantees  of  the  fee  uf  the  land  within  the 
street  as  to  said  land  within  said  streets. 

The  clause  in  the  deed  of  conveyance  to  her,  the  said 
Susannah  Drake,  importing  that  it  was  subject  to  all  lub- 
sisting  rights  under  the  lease,  cannot  vary  the  case,  it  could 
only  refer  to  the  other  co-owners  of  the  leasehold  interest 
and  to  rights  compatible  with  the  estate  in  fee.  Again,  in 
whomsoever  the  title  to  the  land  within  the  street  may 
have  been  vested  and  had  resided,  all  parties  agree  that 
the  land  itself  had  been  dedicated  by  the  corporation  of 
the  rector,  &c.  the  former  owners  thereof  to  the  public  at 
a  street  for  pablic  uses  as  such.  Whether  that  dedication 
was  by  the  deed  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common- 
alty of  the  city  of  New  York,  vesting  the  title  in  them  in 
trust  for  those  public  purposes,  or  by  the  act  and  operation 
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of  laying  out  their  said  lands  composiDg  the  streetSi  into 
city  lots,  and  designating  the  streets  on  the  maps  thereof, 
and  by  the  sale  or  lease  of  lots  fronting  thereon  to  purcha- 
sers and  lessees,  thereby  rendering  the  dedication  thereof 
irrevocable,  the  right  of  the  public  to  the  use  thereof  as  a 
public  street  would  be  equally  clear,  vested,  and  irrevoc- 
able ;  and  however  the  fee  might  vest,  the  present  right, 
as  well  of  the  public  at  large,  as  of  the  owners  of  property 
fronting  on  and  bounded  by  the  Street,  whether  the  legal 
title  continued  in  the  original  proprietors  or  passed  to  the 
purchasers  of  the  lots,  or  vested  in  the  Corporation,  would 
be  to  the  free  use  and  benefits  of  the  street,  for  the  purpo- 
ses of  a  public  street  of  the  city,  and  the  same  could 
be  diverted  therefrom  or  appropriated  to  any  other  use  or 
purpose  by  neither.  The  city  corporation,  on  the  assump- 
tion of  the  title  being  clearly  vested  in  them,  would  be 
equally  unauthorized  and  without  the  legal  capacity  to 
discontinue  or  close  the  same  as  a  street,  unless  under  the 
special  powers  and  in  the  cases  and  on  the  terms  prescrib- 
ed by  law,  and  any  enclosure  thereof  or  obstruction 
amounting  to  an  exclusion  therefrom  to  those  entitled  to 
the  use  thereof,  or  so  impeding  them  therein  as  to  injuri- 
ously affect  their  pursuits  or  interests  in  reference  thereto, 
would  be  a  nuisance,  abatable  or  punishable  as  a  nuisance 
by  or  at  the  instance'of  those  who  might  be  especially  en- 
djingercd  or  aggrieved  thereby.  That  these  plaintiffs  have 
rights  in  these  streets,  and  an  interest  in  the  maintenance 
of  them  in  their  integrity, is  undeniable;  it  is  equally 
clear  that  the  right  and  interest  they  have  in  them  con^sts 
in  the  use,  benefit  and  enjoyment  of  them  as  public  streets 
or  highways,  for  the  legitimate  uses  and  purposes  of  streets 
of  the  city.     They  have  no  private  or  exclusive  right  to  or 
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property  in  the  use  or  enjoymeut  of  them, — the  legal  title 
to  the  lands  subject  to  the  public  use,  if  they  possessed. it| 
would  give  them  no  right  to  divert  it  to  private  uses,  or  to 
preclude  (he  public  or  individuals  from,  or  obstruct,  or  em- 
barrass (hem  in  the  use  thereof  for  legitimate  purposes,  ia 
any  mode  or  manner  though  new  orof  recent  invention  or 
introduction,  if  allowed  by  law  and  consistent  with,  the  ob- 
ject and  purpose  of  such  dedication.  The  Corporation  of  the 
city  acting  by  the  Common  Council,  have,  by  the  provisions 
of  the  charter  of  the  city,  never  abrogated  and  yet  iu  force, 
and  other  laws  applicable  thereto,  the  management  and  re- 
gulation of  the  public  streets  and  of  the  use  of  them  for  the 
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trusts  and  purposes  of  the  dedication  or  establishment  of 
them,  and  always  have  been  and  now  are  in  the  constant 
habit  of  exercising  those  powers  over  them,  and  in  reference 
to  them  they  prescribe  the  width  of  the  side-walks  and  of 
the  carriage  way,  license  the  partial  and  temporary  use  of 
parts  of  them  for  necessary  private  purposes — permit  or 
prohibit  special  uses  for  particular  objects,  and  direct  the 
mode  and  manner  of  pitching  and  paving  them,  and  the 
laying  and  leading  of  sewers  and  pipes  in  and  through  the 
same,  under  the  surface  thereof,  for  various  purposes  of 
public  or  private  use,  and  constructing  and  building  vaults 
under  the  same  for  public  use,  and  granting  to  others  the 
right  or  privilege  of  building  and  constructing  vaults 
under  the  surface  thereof  for  private  uses,  for  and  upon 
adequate  consideration  paid  to  and  received  by  them  there- 
for. It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  observe  that  it 
would  seem  to  be  necessary  or  highly  expedient  that  for 
these  purposes  the  legal  title  to  the  land  or  soil  should  re- 
side in  the  city  Corporation,  and  that  it  has  hitherto  been 
the  received  opinion  that  the  same  was  vested  in  tbera. 
Under  the  colonial  government  and  during  its  continuance, 
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ihe  lands  occupied  by  the  streets  previously  laid  out  were 
nndentood  and  supposed  to  l)e  vested  in  the  crown,  sub- 
ject to  the  use  of  them  as  streets,  and  tlie  state  succeeding 
the  crown  in  the  townships  thereof,  the  same  and  the 
right,  title,  and  interest  of  the  people  therein,  were,  by  an 
act  of  the  legislature,  passed  many  years  ago,  vested  in 
the  Corporation  of  the  city.  The  act  of  1813,  pursuing 
the  same  policy,  provided  and  declared  that  the  lands 
taken  for  the  opening  of  the  streets,  avenues,  and  squares 
laid  out  by  the  commissioners  for  laying  out  the  city  into 
streets  and  avenues,  and  all  the  lands  required  and  taken  for 
forming  and  opening  streets,  avenues,  squares,  and  places  in 
the  parts  of  the  city,  and  laid  out  by  the  said  commis- 
noners  into  streets,  avenues,  and  squares  should,  when 
taken  for  any  of  the  said  purposes,  be  vested  in  the  said 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  said  city,  who 
should  become  seized  of  the  same  in  fee,  in  trust  for  the 
uses  and  purposes  of  public  streets,  avenues,  and  squares, 
and  that  the  persons  benefited  thereby  to  whom  the  sums 
paid  therefor,  should  be  assessed,  and  be  by  them  paid, 
should  have  no  other  right,  title,  or  interest  therein  than 
the  right  to  use  the  same  as  streets  and  avenues  in  common 
with  their  fellow  citizens  and  the  public  at  large,  and  the 
ipecial  accommodation  and  convenience  which  they  ac* 
quired  from  their  contiguity  thereto.  It  would  seem  some- 
what strange,  that  lands  ceded  or  otherwise  dedicated  to  and 
for  public  uses,  as  streets,  should  take  a  different  direction, 
and  the  title  thereto,  if  it  passed  out  of  the  original  owners, 
become  vested  in  the  purchasers  of  the  lots  fronting  to  and 
bounded  by  the  same,  and  not  in  the  Corporation  of  the 
city;  but  whichever  rule  should  be  applied  to  such  ceded 
and  dedicated  lands,  whether  the  title  thereto  continues  in 
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the  original  proprietors  or  vests  in  the  owners  of  the  lotfl 
fronting  to  the  same,  or  in  the  Corporation  of  the  city,  the 
trusts  of  them  are  the  same,  they  are  to  be  and  continue 
for  ever  public  streets  and  avenues  for  the  convenience  and 
accommodation  of  the  owners  of  tenements  and  lots  bor- 
dering upon  them,  and  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  publjc  at 
large ;  how  then,  could  these  plaintiffs,  in  any  aspect  of 
the  legal  title  and  ownership  of  the  land,  subject  to  these 
public  uses  and  trusts,  be  entitled  to  or  claim  compensation 
for  those  lands  as  belonging  to  them,  and  as  being  required 
and  taken  for  public  uses?     The  lands  forming  the  streets 
wherein  the  tracks  of  the  railroad  are  laid,  have  not  been 
taken,  and  are  not  required,  or  to  be  taken  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  road,  they  are  used  and  the  rails  laid  down 
upon  them  for  the  railroad,  by  the  4)ermi8sion  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  city,  to  whom  the  lands  subject  to  the  trust 
for  public  uses  of  them  belong,  or  at  any  rate  the  right  and 
duty  of  regulating   them  appertains — they  still  continue 
streets  for  the   use,  benefit,  and   accommodation    of  the 
plaintiffs  and  their  fellow-citizens  and  the  public  at  large. 
A  leading  use  and  purpose  of  a  public  street  is  for  travellers 
and  others  to  pass  and  repass  on  and  over  the  same  with 
horses,  carriages,  and   other  vehicles,  and   on   foot*     All 
parties  must  concur  in  that  definition  as  applicable  to  the 
right  of  way  over  the  public  streets  of  the  city.     And  does 
not  the  railroad  with  its  cars  propelled  by  the  application 
of  steam,  or  by  animal  power,  come  equally  within   the 
definition,  as  the  cart,  carriage,  or  omnibus  drawn  by  ani- 
mals?   It  is  a  new  mode  of  using  the  streets,  but  it  is  still 
an  use  of  it  for  passing  and  repassing  through  it  with  a 
vehicle  for  the  carriage  of  passengers  and  of  goods  and 
freights,  and  the  use  of  the  street  by  the  cars  with  passen- 
gers is  equally  in  the  exercise  of  the  acknowledged  right 
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thus  to  traverse  the  street  with  carriage  as  the  use  of  them 
by  other  vehicles  for  similar  purposes.     But  the  plaintiffs 
controvert  the  validity  of  the  asseat  of  the  Corporation  to 
the  defendants  to  lay  down  the  rails,  and  run  the  trains  of 
cars  through  those  streets,  and  insist  that  the  operations  of 
the  defendants  in  that  respect  are  unauthorized  and  acts  of 
tretpasi  upon  the  public  rights.     The  act  of  incorporation, 
it  is  said,  requires  th^m  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  city,  and  makes  that  assent  a  condition 
precedent  and  indispensably   necessary  to  the  right  to 
locate  their  tracks  on  the  public  streets,  and  use  the  same 
Cor  the  purposes  of  their  railroad,  and  it  is  denied  that  any 
valid  assent  of  that  body  has  ever  been  obtained  for  that 
purpose.     It  is  conceded  that  a  resolution  has  been  passed 
by  the  majority  of  both  Boards  of  the  Common  Council  and 
approved  by  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  purporting  to  give  the 
assent  of  the  Corporation  thereto  ;   but  the  plaintiffs  insist 
thai  such  assent,  to  be  valid  and  operative,  must  be  given 
by  a  law  or  by  a  resolution,  having  the  force  and  effect  of  a 
law  of  the  Corporation,  and  that  by  the  amended  charter 
of  the  city, recently  adopted,  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  each  Board  of  the  Common  Council  must  concur 
in  the  passage  of  a  law  to  make  it  effectual — and  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to'the 
Board  of  Aldermen  did  not  agree  to  the  passage  of  this  re- 
solution.    By  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  an  act 
to  amend  the  Charter  of  the  City  of  New  York,  passed 
April   2d,  1849,  it  is,  amongst  other  things  enacted,  that 
each  Board  may  originate,  amend,  concur  in,  or  reject,  any 
law,  ordinance,  or  resolution,  but  no  law  shall  pa:s8  either 
Board  except  by  a  majority  of  the  members  elected.     The 
resolution  giving  to  the  defendants  the  assent  of  the  Cor- 
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poration  to  lay  their  rails  and  run  their  cars  from  West 
slreet  through  Canal  and  Hudson  streets  to  Chambers 
street,  did  not  pass  the  Board  of  Aldermen  by  a  majority 
of  the  members  elected  ;  the  number  of  members  elected 
being  eighteen,  and  the  resolution  passftg  by  a  vote  of 
eight  members  in  the  afiirmative  against  five  in  the  nega- 
tive. If  then,  this  amended  charter  was  in  operation  at 
the  time  the  vote  was  taken  on  this  resolution^  and  that 
resolution  was  a  law  witliin  the  meaning  of  that  provision 
of  the  act,  and  if  the  assent  of  the  Corporation  to  the  lo- 
cation of  the  railroad  in  a  public  street  must,  to  be  effectual, 
be  by  a  law  of  the  Corporation,  then  as  the  assent  of  the 
Corporation  was  not  given  to  the  defendants  to  locate  tbeir 
railroad  in  a  public  street  of  the  city,  the  location  of  the 
same  in  Canal  and  Hudson  streets  was  unauthorized  and 
without  the  assent  of  that  body. 

But  to  this  the  defendants'  counsel  reply,  first,  that  the 
legislative  powers  under  the  amended  charter,  do  not  com- 
mence and  are  not  to  go  into  operation  until  January  next, 
and  that  the  assent  now  given  is  to  be  by  the  Corporation, 
as  it  existed  before  and  at  the  time  the  amendatory  act  was 
passed;  and  secondly,  that  the  resolution  giving  the  as- 
sent was  not  a  legislative  act  or  law,  requiring  a  majority 
of  the  members  elected  to  pass  it.  I  do  not  stop  to  ex- 
amine these  antagonistical  allegations  and  claims,  or  to 
enquire  whether  the  provisions  of  the  old  or  the  new 
charter  apply  to  the  case,  or  whether  by  the  true  construc- 
tion of  the  new  charter,  a  resolution  is  identical  with  a 
by-law,  and  requires  the  same  formalities  and  sanction  to 
make  it  effectual.  A  by-law  is  a  rule  or  law  of  a  corpor- 
ation, for  its  govt.uiiient.    It  is  an  act  of  legislation  and 
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the  ■olemnities  aud  sanction  required  by  the  charier  for  its 
paaiage  must  be  observed.     A  by-law  may  be  in  the  form 
of  a  resolution,  and  require  the  same  solenmities  to  pass  it, 
but  a  resolution  is  not  necessarily  a  by-law  ;  it  may  be 
the  mere  assent  of  the  corporation  to  an  act  of  a  private 
citizen,  operating  upon  its  property,  or  affecting  its  corpo- 
rate rights  or  franchises,  or  a  license  to  a  citizen,  to  use 
property  or  to  exercise  a  privilege.  Why  not  to  the  use  or  ex- 
ercise within  its  limits,  of  rights,  powers  or  privileges  con- 
ferred upon  a  party  by  the  legislature  on  condition  of  ob- 
taining such  assent  to  the  city  government?     Can  such 
assents  be  in  any  just  sense  of  ihe  expression  termed  or 
deemed  laws  or  acts  of  legislation,  of  equh^alent  charac- 
ter?     A  corporate  body,  whether  specially  vested  with 
the  power  of  legislation  or  not,  has  inherently  the  power 
to  make  necessary  rules  for  its  government  and  operations, 
and  the  right  to  assent  to  rightful,  or  ratify  or  confirm  un- 
authorized acts  of  others,  alFecting  its  interests,  whetlier 
favorably  or  unfavorably  ;  that  consent  may  be  manifested 
by  some  act  of  the  body  corporate,  or  by  its  acquiescence 
in  the  acts  of  others.     A  joint  resolution,  simply  embody- 
ing and  expressing  the  consent  to  be  given,  would  seem 
well  adapted  to  the  purpose,  and  a  formal  by-law  not  to  be 
necessary.     But  if  a  by-lnw  was  necessary,  or  if  we  as- 
Ame  the  resolution  before  us  to  be  within  the  meaning  of 
the  city  charter,  an  ordinance  or  by-law,  and   to   be  inef- 
fectual and  inoperative,  for  want  of  the  assent  of  the  Cor- 
poration thereto,  by  reason  of  the  failure  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of   a  majority  of  all   the  members  elected  to 
pass  it,  what  copsequencos  ensue?      The   railroad   com:! 
pany  will  in  such  case   have  located  their  railroad,  and 
laid  down  their  rails  in  Canal  and  Hudson  streets,  without 
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the  assent  of  the  city  Corporation  thereto*     Who  hnvB 
they  injured,  and  whose  rights  have  they  violated  by  their 
unauthorized  acts?    Who  has  a  right  to  complain  of  ibe 
proceeding,  and  to  require  the  offenders  to  desist,  and  to 
remove  the  rails?     I  assume  that  the  soil  of  the  streets  is 
vested  in  and  belongs  to  the  Corporation  /)f  the  city,  sub- 
ject to  a  trust  for  the  public  use  of  them,  as  public  streets 
of  the  city,  or  that  to  them  alone  appertains  the  exclusive 
right  of  the  charge  and  regulation  of  the  same ;  the  plainiifls 
then,  cannot  complain  of  the  defendants,  and  treat  them  as 
trespassers  upon  their  lands  or  premises,  nor  require  that  com- 
pensation should  be  made  to  them  for  the  lands  with,  in  and 
forming  part  of  those  streets.  The  Corporation  of  the  city,  as 
the  owners  of  the  legal  title  to  the  soil  of  the  streets,  if 
they  be  so,  are  the  parties  whose  rights  of  property  are  viola- 
ted, or  whose  ownership  may  be  said  to  be  usurped,  and  who 
may  claim  the  right  to  have  the  rails  removed  or  the  use  of  the 
street  vindicated  and  freed  from  the  alleged  incumberance, 
or  the  proceedings  of  the  company  arrested,  until  compen- 
sation shall  be  made  for  the  grounds  they  occupy.     The 
city  Corporation  impute  no  wrong  to  the  railroad  company 
in    their    locating   their   railroad    in    those  streets,    and 
take  no  steps  for  the  removal  of  the  rails  as  having  been 
laid  down  without  authority  ;  they  acquiesce  in  the  acts  of 
the  company,  and  tacitly  give  tiieir  assent  to  the  operl- 
tion.     But  the  plaintiffs  say  that  the  tenements  and  lots 
fronting  to  the  streets,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  them,  are  in- 
juriously affected  by  the  railroad,  and  claim  that  they  were 
entitled  to  a  just  and  adequate,  compensation  for  the  loss 
and  damage  they  thus  sustain  thereby,  l^fore  the  defend- 
ants could  have  had  the  right  or  can  be  allowed  by  law, 
to  lay  down  or  continue  the  tracks  of  rails  in  those  streets. 
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and  ibey  insist  that  the  said  (racks  of  rails,  ought  on  that 
ground  to  be  removed,  and  the  continuance  of  them  pro- 
hibited by  the  order  or  injunction  of  this  court,  until  such 
compensation  shall  be  made. 

By  the  act  of  1848,  further  to  amend  the  act  to  author- 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  New  York  to  Al- 
bany, the  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company  is  author- 
ntd  to  enter  upon,  take  and  use  all  such  lands,  real  estate 
and  property,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  the  said  railroad,  and  the  convenient  ac- 
commodations appertaining  tiiereto,  but  compensation  to 
be  made  for  the  land,  real  estate  and  property,  thus  taken 
and  used,  and  not  voluntarily  given  to  nor  purchased  by 
tfaie  company,  in  the  manner  therein  directed.  And  the 
set  then  provides  that  whenever  the  said  Corporation  shall 
sot  have  acquired  bygift  or  purchase,  any  land,  real  estate 
or  property  so  required  as  aforesaid,  or  which  may  be  af- 
fected by  any  operation  connected  with  such  construction 
aod  maintenance,  the  same  may  be  taken  and  acquired  by 
them,  and  the  compensation  to  be  made  to  the  owners  and 
parties  interested,  ascertained  and  certified  in  the  manner 
and  by  the  process  therein  prescribed.  Now  these  provi- 
sions^ f/  will  be  observed^  are  calculated  and  intended  for 
enabling  the  defendants  in  cases  where  the  lands,  real  es- 
tate or  property  required  for  the  railroad,  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed by  gift  or  purchase,  but  must  be  taken  adversely  to 
the  owners,  or  without  their  consent,  to  have  the  damages 
and  compensation  assessed  and  admeasured,  which  they 
are  required  and  bound  to  pay,  and  make  to  the  ownert 
and  parties  interested  for  the  lands,  real  estate  and  proper- 
ty to  to  be  taken  for  the  construction  of  their   railroad, 
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under  and  in  virtue  of  the  Vight  of  eminent  domain,  re- 
siding in  the  sovereignty  of  the  state.  They  are  inappli- 
cable to  cases  of  mere  consequential  damages,  by  the  rail- 
road constructed  and  made  on  land  belonging  to  the  rail- 
road company,  or  which  they  are  permitted  and  allowed 
by  the  owners  and  proprietors  of  them,  to  use  for  the  loca- 
tion of  the  railroad,  and  the  laying  down  of  the  rails 
thereon,  to  the  lands  and  premises  of  other  persons  to 
which  no  direct  injury  or  damage  is  done  thereby,  or  by 
any  operation  connected  therewith.  When  lands  required 
for  the  location  and  construction  of  the  railroad,  which 
cannot  be  obtained  by  purchase,  and  must  be  taken  with- 
out the  consent  or  against  the  will  of  the  proprietor,  the 
principle  and  rule  of  necessity,  which  the  right  of  eminent 
domain  alone  can  justify,  must  be  applied,  and  the  amount 
of  compensation  must  be  ascertained  and  certified,  and 
must  be  paid  to  the  parties  entitled  thereto,  or  deposited  in 
bank  for  them,  under  the  authority  of  the  act  and  the  ap- 
proval  of  the  court,  before  the  land  can  be  taken  or  used, 
or  any  entry,  other  than  for  surveys  and  examinations 
thereof,  can  be  made  thereon,  and  in  such  cases  the  de- 
fendants are  authorized  and  allowed,  and  it  is  a  benefit  to 
them,  to  have  the  compensation  ascertained,  which  they 
are  to  make,  as  well  for  the  lands  required  to  be  taken,  as 
also  for  the  damages  to  other  lands  by  the  operations  con- 
nected with  the  railroad,  to  the  end  that  they  may  on  pay- 
ment of  the  sums  assessed  thereupon,  be  discharged  from 
all  claim  for,  or  on  account  thereof.  But  when  the  rail- 
road company  own  the  lands  on  which  they  locate  their 
railroad,  or  have  the  license  and  permission  of  the  propri- 
etors thereof,  to  locate  their  railroad  thereon,  they  have  a 
foil  and  perfect  right  to  use  the  same  for  that  purpose,  in 
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the  same  manner  and  to  the^same  extent  that  they  might 
rightfully  use  them  for  any  other  purpose,  and  to   lay 
down  the  track  of  rails,  and  run  their  trains  of  cars  over  the 
tamei  by  right  of  the  title  and  ownership  of  the  land,  or 
license  to  occupy  and  use  it,  and  they  are  under  no  restraint 
or  control  of  others  in  their  use  thereof,  are  bound  only  to 
the  observance  of  the  benign  and  salutary  rule  and  injunc- 
tioQ  of  law,  so  to  use  their  own  as  not  to  injure  the  prop- 
erty or  premises  of  others,  or  to  injuriously  affect  them  as 
regards  their  property,  personal  safety,  and  health  or  busi- 
ness pursuits.     But  it  is  contended  that  the  acts  authorizing 
this  railroad,  contemplate  and  require  that  compensation 
be  in  all  cases  made  to  the  owners  and  parties  interested  in 
any  land   or  property,  which  may  be  injuriously  affected 
by  any  operation  connected  with  the  said  railroad,  for  the 
damages  thereby  to  such  lands  and  premises  so  affected; 
and  that  such  damages  are  to  be  ascertained  by  appraise- 
ment, and  to  be  paid  to  the  parlies  entitled  thereto,  before 
the  railroad  can  rightfully  be  constructed,  or  the  rails  laid 
on  the  line  or  route  selected  and  designated  for  the  same. 
That  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  compensation  for  any  loss 
or  damage  they  may  sustain  from  the  railroad,  or  any  of 
the  operations  connected  therewith,  is  not  denied;  and 
whenever  and  an  often  as  any  such  loss  or  damage  may 
arise- or  accrue  from  any  such  cause,  the  plaintiffs,  or  such 
of  them  as  may  sustain  the  same,  will  have  their  remedy 
therefor,  by  action  at  law  against  the  defendants,  the  right 
and  privilege  granted  to  them  by  the  legislature  to  construct 
their  railroad,  on  such  line  or  route  as  they  may  select,  and 
to  lay  down  rails,  and  run  trains  of  cars  thereon,  will  not 
protect  them  from  the  claims  of  those  whom  they  may 
wrongfully  injure  or  aggrieve  by  their  operations,  for  re- 
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dress,  nor  be  any  defence  to  actions  against  them,  for  dam- 
ages from  any  such  cause,  by  the  parties  aggrieved. 

But  the  plaintiffs  insist  that  they  are  not  bound  to  wait 
until  the  loss  or  injury  the  railroad  or  any  operation  con- 
nected therewith,  is  to  inflict  upon  them  is  actually  incur- 
red, but  that  the  same  is  so  certain  to  happen,  and  will  ne- 
cessarily, if  permitted,  be  so  permanent  and  disa^rous  to 
them,  and  has  already  been  so  sensibly,  though  as  yet  but 
partially  felt,  that  they  are  entitled  to  this  preventive  reme- 
dy of  an  order  or  injunction  of  this  court  interdicting  the 
same,  and  the  further  continuance  thereof.  We  will  not 
say  that  direct  and  immediate  injuries  by  this  railroad  or  any 
operation  connected  therewith,  though  located  by  consent 
in  a  public  street  of  the  city,  to  buildings  or  lands  contiguous 
or  near  to  the  railroad  track,  if  such  injury  be  irreparable  ot 
permanent,  would  not  be  within  the  scope  of  the  provisions 
of  the  act,  and  the  defendants  be  required  to  make  previous 
compensation  for  the  same.  Nor  will  we  say  that  they 
might  not  be  restrained  from  any  operations  connected  with 
their  said  railroad  injuriously  atFecting  any  such  buildings 
or  lands,  or  from  the  continuance  thereof,  until  such  com- 
pensation first  ascertained  and  made  under  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  the  ascertainment  of 
compensation  to  parties  interested,  for  injuriously  affecting 
their  lands  and  property  ;  and  that  such  would  be  the  reg- 
ular course  in  such  cases,  may  perhaps  be  by  a  liberal  con- 
struction inferred  from  the  provisions  of  the  act.  But  it 
would  not  follow  from  such  construction  that  contingent 
future  damages,  or  indirect  and  consequential  injuries  of  in- 
definite amount,  not  capable  of  estimate,  would  come  with- 
in the  rule,  anrl  there  are  many  and  weighty  reasons  against 
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extending  it  to  them.  Now,  are  not  the  injuries  of  which 
the  plaintiffs  complain,  of  that  character  ?  They  complain 
that  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  streets  to  them  will  be  im- 
paired by  the  partial  occupation  of  those  streets  by  the  rail- 
road tracks — that  the  value  of  the  tenements  and  lots  front- 
ing thereon,  for  business  operations,  is  diminished  by  the 
allqped  impediment  of  the  rails  to  the  crossings  of  the 
streets,  and  the  obstruction  thereby  of  the  free  passage  on 
and  along  the  same  with  carriages  and  by  foot  passengers. 
And  they  suggest  also  and  complain  of  the  probable  deser- 
tion of  their  stores  and  shops  by  their  customers  by  reason 
of  the  difficulties  and  danger  of  access  to  them,  and  fn  ad- 
dition thereto,  they  anticipate  and  complain  of  the  incon- 
Tcnience  and  annoyance  to  themselves  and  their  families 
and  friends  from  the  perpetual  running  of  the  cars  and  other 
operations  of  the  railroad.  Numerous  affidavits  are  intro- 
duced by  the  plaintiffs  to  sustain  these  charges,  and  they 
are  met  by  affidavits  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  repel- 
ling them,  and  representing  the  railroad  not  only  as  free 
from  objections,  but  as  being  a  valuable  improvement,  useful 
and  desirable  to  the  city  and  the  citizens.  Upon  these  con- 
flicting affidavits  we  are  asked  to  form  our  conclusions  upon 
the  questions  of  fact  involved  in  the  controversy,  whether 
the  railroad,  in  its  occupancy  of  a  portion  of  the  centre  of 
the  two  streets,  and  in  its  operations  is  liable  to  the  objec- 
tions preferred  against  it  as  productive  of  the  evils  to  those 
within  its  immediate  influence,  which  are  ascribed  to  it,  or 
is  unjustly  subjected  to  these  injurious  charges.  The  utility 
of  the  railroad  as  a  great  public  improvement  and  of  vast 
convenience  and  accommodation  to  the  city  and  the  public  at 
large,  admits  of  no  questioti ;  but  these  considerations  can- 
not authorize  or  justify  its  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of 
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any  portion  of  our  citizens.     The  interests  of  the  individual 
whose  property  may  be  injuriously  affected,  must  not  be 
sacrificed  to  the  success  of  the  improvement  because  it  is  de- 
sirable and  of  value  to  the  public,  but  he  is  to  be  indemni- 
fied and  fully  compensated  for  his  loss  or  damage  thereby, 
by  tlie  public  or  by  tlie  company  wiiich  profits  by  the  im- 
provement.    And  the  questions  arc,  what  evils  these  plain- 
tiffs do  endure,  and  what  damage  they  sustain  by  this  rail- 
road, and  in  what  manner  lliese  evils  are  to  be  remedied  or 
alleviated,  and  just  compensation  niade  for  the  damages 
which  they  may  sustain.     The  plaintiffs  have  a   right  to 
the  full  and  free  use  of  the  street  on  which  their  tenements 
front,  for  access  to  their  dwelhngs,  and  for  the  convenience 
and  accommodation  of  their  residences  and  business  pursuits; 
but  they  can  claim  no  greater  right  or  interest  in  the  streets 
than  such  full  use  and  benefit  of  them  as  public  streets.   All 
otlier  citizens  have  an  equal  right   with  them  to  such  use 
thereof  as  public  streets,  and  the  railroad  company,  as  part 
of  that  public,  have  the  same  right  in  common  with  others, 
to  use  the  same  under  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed 
to  them  by  the  proper  authority  in  the  premises,  for  the  pur- 
poses to  which  the  lands  forming  the  streets  were  dedicated 
to  the  pubhc  or  taken  by  the  Corporation  for  public  pur- 
poses.    The  tracks  of  the  railroad  are  laid  thereon  for  en- 
abling their  cars  to  pass  and  repass  on  and  along  the  same 
for  the  carriage  of  passengers  and  the  transportation  of  goods 
and  freights,  and  such  is  the  acknowledged  use  and  purpose 
of  all  pubhc  roads  or  highways.     It  is  a  new  mode  of  using 
the  public  street  or  way,  but  it  is  nevertheless  a  mode  of 
using  it     We  agree  that  the  lands  forming  the  streets  were 
dedicated  to  the  public,  or  vested  in  the  Corporation  of  the 
city,  as  and  for  public  streets,  to  pass  and  repass  over  the 
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same  with  horses,  carriages  and  vehicles  of  every  descrip- 
tion, as  well  as  on  foot,  and  as  well  for  the  use  of  those  oc- 
cupying tenements  fronting  to  the  same,  for  access  to  their 
dwellings  and  tenements  iind  the  accommodation  of  their 
business  o|)erations,  as  also  for  the  common  use  of  all  others 
having  occasion  to  use  the  same  as  public  streets  or  high- 
ways. But  we  cannot  agree  that  the  plaintiffs,  or  those  from 
whom  they  derive  their  title  to  their  lots,  acquired  or  possess 
any  special  right  to  or  interest  in  the  said  streets  or  the  lands 
forming  the  same,  l)eyond  or  in  exclusion  to  other  citi- 
zens, except  only,  that  from  the  circumstance  that  their  ten- 
ements and  lots  fronting  upon  the  streets,  they  participate 
more  largely  of  the  use  of  them,  and  receive  greater  benefit 
and  advantage  therefrom,  than  other  citizens  whose  tene- 
ments or  lots  do  not  front  tliereon.  Nor  can  we  agree  that 
the  dedication  of  those  streets  to  public  uses,  or  the  acquisi- 
tion of  them  by  and  vesting  of  the  legal  title  to  them  in  the 
Corporation  of  the  city,  was  upon  any  trust  or  purpose ; 
that  the  use,  and  mode  and  manner  of  using  them  should 
forever  be  and  remain  sucli  as  tlie  same  then  were,  or  in 
the  language  of  the  complnint,  "  in  the  usual  and  ac- 
customed manner  of  using  and  passing  upon  public  streets 
in  cities,  in  use  at  the  time  of  such  dedication  or  acquisition 
of  them  as  and  for  public  streets;"  but  our  conclusion  is, 
that  the  same  were  so  dedicated  to  public  uses,  and  so  vested 
in  the  said  Corporation  upon  trust  that  the  same  should  be 
kept  open  as  public  streets  for  the  use  of  the  citizens  of  the 
said  city  of  New  York  forever,  in  the  manner|  in  which 
streets  then  were  or  should  at  any  time  thereafter  be  bene- 
ficially used  by  lawful  authority  for  the  purposes  of  public 
city  streets.  The  regulation  of  the  streets  we  understand  to 
be  vested  in  the  Common  Council  of  the  city,  and  that  the 
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manner  and  mode  of  tising  the  same'  for  the  purpose  and 
conformably  to  the  trusts  of  the  same,  is  to  be  prescribed  and 
directed  by  them.  That  power  rightly  exercised,  while  it 
keeps  the  streets  open  to  the  use  of  all  carriages  and  vehi* 
cles  accustomed  to  use  them,  will  allow  any  new  species  of 
carriage,  or  vehicle,  or  improved  mode  of  conveyance  of 
greater  convenience  and  speed,  to  participate  in  the  use  of 
the  same,  and  the  street,  or  a  suitable  portion  of  it,  to  be 
adapted,  as  far  as  legitimate  public  purposes  thereof  as  a 
street  will  permit,  to  such  new  mode  of  using  it.  Not  that 
important  changes  should  be  lightly  made,  but  new  and 
improved  modes  of  use  may  and  in  the  discreet  and  prudent 
exercise  of  the  power,  always  will  be  adapted  and  applied 
whenever  the  public  interest  may  require  it,  and  the  same  can 
be  done  consistently  with  the  trust  of  the  street  for  the  pub- 
lic use  of  the  citizens,  and  without  incumbering  the  streets 
to  the  prejudice  of  other  citizens,  or  precluding  them  from 
any  rightful  use  thereof,  or  injuriously  impairing  such  use 
thereof  by  them.  Railroads  arc  of  recent  introduction,  but 
their  great  and  acknowledged  advantages  over  all  other 
modes  of  travel  tmd  land  carriage,  have  gained  for  them  a 
popularity  which  has  brought  them  into  extensive  use,  and 
is  constantly  yet  further  extending  their  adoption.  The  ac- 
tual existence  of  them  in  other  cities,  and  the  example  of 
the  Harlem  railroad  in  our  own  city,  which  has  now  been 
in  successful  operation  for  several  years  under  our  own  eyes, 
conclusively  show  that  the  use  of  them  in  the  streets  of  a 
city,  if  properly  guarded  and  regulated,  is  compatable  with 
the  trusts  of  public  streets,  and  the  simultaneous  use  of 
those  streets  by  other  carriages  and  vehicles,  and  for  all  the 
purposes  to  which  public  streets  are  dedicated.  And  the 
Corporation,  with  a  prudential  care  and  regard  to  the  rights 
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and  interests  of  the  citizens,  have  passed  an  ordinance  for  the 
government  and  regulation  of  this  railroad  in  the  use  of  the 
ideets,  wherein  they  are  permitted  to  locate  the  same,  to 
which  the  company  are  bound  and  may  be  compelled  to  con< 
form.  To  the  Corporation  application  for  relief  against 
abuses  of  the  privileges  the  defendants  enjoy,  may  at  all 
times  be  made,  and  by  that  body  all  existing  grievances  or 
iotnre  grievances  or  grounds  of  complaint  capable  of  reme- 
dy or  redress  may,  and  we  trust,  always  will  receive  early 
■tteotion,  and  the  proper  remedies  be  promptly  applied. 

Bat  the  plaintiffs  allege  and  complain  that  obstructions 
are  created  by,  and  consequent  upon,  the  permanent  loca- 
tion of  the  Hudson  river  railroad  in  the  streets  whereon 
their  tenements  front,  and  the  appropriation  of  parts 
thereof  for  the  tracks  of  rails  laid  or  intended  to  be  laid 
thereon,  which  will  exclude,  or  so  unreasonably  circum- 
scribe the  use  thereof  by  them,  the  plaintiffs,  in  the  usual 
manner  as  to  constitute  a  direct  invasion  of  their  rights  as 
owners  of  said  lots,  and  to  be  wholly  inconsistent  with  the 
objects  of  the  original  dedication  of  those  portions  of  the 
•aid  streets  to  public  uses — and  they  insist  that  such  ap- 
propriations of  said  parts  of  said  streets  to'the  use  of  the 
defendants  is  a  purpresture,  and  the  rails  so  laid,  and  the 
use  made  thereof  by  the  defendants,  are  and  will  be  a  nui- 
sance. If  these  representations  are  correct,  the  charges 
founded  upon  them  would  be  just,  and  the  plaintiffs  enti- 
tled to  redress,  for  the  rules  of  law  do  not  tolerate  either 
purpresture  or  nuisance  in  or  upon  a  public  street  or  high- 
way. But  do  these  tracks  of  rails  create  or  cause  a  pur- 
presture on  any  part  of  these  streets,  or  is  the  use  of  them 
by  the  cars  running  upon  them  in  any  just  sense  of  the 
term,  a  nuisance  1     A  purpresture  is  thf?  encroachment  by 
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any  person  or  building,  or  otherwise,  on  a  street  or  bowl^ 
part  of  ityor  such  an  enclosure,  impediment  or  obstruction, 
of  it  thereby  as  to  amount  to  the  exclusion  and  hindrance 
of  the  citizens  and  the  public  from  the  full  beneficial  use 
or  enjoyment  of  it  as  a  public  street.  There  is  no  chai^ge 
upon  the  defendants  of  any  encroachment  by  actual  enclo- 
sure of  any  par  tofe  ither  of  these  streets  for  the  uses  or  pur- 
poses of  the  railroad,  but  they  allege  that  heavy  iron  raih 
are  intended  to  be  laid,  and  are  in  part  laid  upon  and  along 
the  centre  of  Canal  street  from  west  to  Hudson  street,  and 
upon  and  along  the  centre  of  Hudson'  street  from  Canal 
to  Chambers  street,  for  the  double  track  of  said  railroad,  in- 
closing within  the  rails  so  laid  sixteen  feet  in  width  of  the 
middle  of  said  streets  ;  but  which  allegation  they  qualify 
and  explain  to  mean  that  the  heavy  iron  rails  are  designed 
and  intended  by  the  defendants  permanently  to  remaia 
upon  and  occupy  and  encumber  certain  portion  of  said 
streets,  and  to  be  used  by  the  defendants  only,  and  not  by 
the  owners  of  lots  fronting  to  the  streets  or  by  the  public. 
And  they  further  allege  that  the  defendants  intend  to  use 
upon  each  of  the  said  tracks  cars  and  carriages  propelled 
by  steam  or  otherwise,  of  the  width  of  about  nine  feet  eacb, 
and  in  great  numbers,  so  that  from  the  width  of  the  can. 
and  carriages,  and  the  length  and  number  thereof^  Qk9. 
manner  of  using  the  rails  will  partially  exclude  the  ownen 
of  lots  fronting  upon  the  streets  and  the  public  from  the 
beneficial  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  same  for  the  pujpoffef 
of  a  public  highway  or  street,  or  for  the  individual  tradil 
or  commerce  of  the  occupants  of  the  lots  fronting  thereoi^ 
j\nd  it  ii  further  stated  in  the  complaint,  or  the  affid^viln 
accompaDying  the  same,  that  the  species  of  rails  the  d^ 
jipdaotf  use^  and  intepd  to  use,  is  a  very  heavy  bar,  no^ 
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eTen  with  the  surface  of  the  street,  and  not  the  flat  bar,  on 
a  level  with  the  surfkce,  and  that  the  dan^rs  and  difficul- 
ties of  crossing*  such  rails  with  carriages  and  other  vehicles, 
and  the  insufficiency  of  the  spaces  on  each  side  of  the  said 
tTBcks,  alleged  to  be  too  narrow  for  carriages  to  pass  each 
other  therein,  are  such  that  if  the  running  of  the  cars  and 
eiurriages  of  the  defendants  on  their  said  track  should  not 
amount  to  a  constant  and  uninterrupted  use  thereof,  and 
to  an  entire  exclusion  of  others  therefrom,  will  most  nn- 
reaionably  circumscribe  them,  the  plaintiffs,  in  the  use  of 
said  streets,  to  the  great  and  manifest  prejudice,  and  in 
violation  of  their  just  rights  as  such  owners  of  lots,  and  to 
the  foil  bendlScial  use  of  said  streets — to  these  points  the 
affidavits  of  the  witnessses  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffii 
chiefly  apply.    Those  witnesses  testify  to  the  opinions  ad- 
versely to  the  railroad,  as  being  an  encroachment  upon 
the  rights  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  of  other  citizens,  an  in- 
convenience to  them  in  the  use  of  the  streets,  and  a  hin- 
drance or  annoyance  to  those  whose  lots  front  said  streets, 
ia  their  business  occupations   and   pursuits,  by  deterring 
customers  from  frequenting  their  shops  and  stores,  or  im- 
peding the  access  and  approach  thereto.     Some  of  them 
express  fears  of  danger  from  the  cars,  and  refer  to  acci- 
dents they  state  to  have  happened,  and   many  of  them 
speak  of  the  apprehended  decline  of  business  and  rents 
in  consequence  of  the  presence  of  the  rails  in  the  streets 
and  the  obstructions  and  annoyance  they  occasion  to  pas- 
sengers,  and  those  injurious  and  unfriendly  effects  of  the 
nuls  upon  the  streets,   and  those  who    have  occasion  to 
ose  them,  they  chiefly  acscribe  to  the  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger of  crossing  the  track  with  carriages,  and  the  insuffi- 
ci€hey  of  this  space  on' each  side  of  the  track  for  carria- 
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ges  for  passing  and  repassing  in  and  along  the  aatney 
supposed  by  them  to  render  the  streets  impassable,  or 
nearly  so  by  other  carriages  at  the  same  time  with  the 
running  of  the  cars  upon  the  tracks,  which  they  antici- 
pate to  be  in  almost  constant  motion  on  the  track,  and 
thereby  occupying  it  almost  exclusively.  That  rails  illy 
laid  in  narrow  streets  may  occasion  many  of  these  incoo- 
veniences,.is  not  denied,  but  in  streets  of  the  width  of  Canal 
and  Hudson  streets,  they  probably  will  not  exist,  or  be  but 
partially  felt.  Canal  street  is  one  hundred  feet  in  width, 
and  Hudson  street,  in  some  places,  eighty-five,  and  in 
others  ninety.  None  of  the  objections  peculiar  to  tracks 
in  narrow  streets  can  be  applicable,  thereforo,  to  the  rail- 
road in  question.  And  if  some  inconvenience  and  annoy* 
ance  nevertheless  attach  to  it,  they  are  believed  not  to  oe 
of  sufficient  magnitude  to  call  for  the  aid  of  this  coart 
to  enjoin  its  operation  and  direct  the  removal  of  its  rails, 
especially  upon  separate  aflidavits  in  the  present  stage 
of  the  controversy.  Not  that  the  complaints  of  indivi* 
duals  are  to  be  disregarded,  or  the  interests  of  any  class 
or  portion  of  citizens  sacrificed  to  improvements  trench- 
ing on  their  rights  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  the  cotnmu- 
nit}'.  Private  rights  are  at  all  times  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances to  be  respected,  and  as  far  as  practicable,  pro- 
tected, and  if  private  property  of  any  description  is  at  any 
time  required  for  public  use  or  for  improvements  in  which 
the  public  is  interested,  the  public  at  large  or  those  spe- 
cially benefited  by  the  improvement  are  to  make  full  and 
ample  compensation  to  those  who  suflfer  or  are  injured 
thereby  for  the  loss  or  damage  they  sustain.  This  rule  is 
of  universal  application,  it  is  engrafted  in  the  constitution 
of  the  state,  and  its  observance  is  obligatory  upon  the  legjs- 
ature  who  enact  laws,  and  on  the  courts  which  expound 
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and  administer  themt    But  in  acting  upon  it  and  carrying 
oat  the  principle,  while  lands  aud  real  estate  are  not  to  be 
taken  for  public  improvemeiits  nor  injuriously  affected  by 
them,  nor  vested  rights  of  fixed  or  determinate  value,  sus- 
ceptible of  estimate  and  ascertainment  divested  or  inju- 
riously invaded  without  just  and  adequate  compensation 
first  made  to  the  owners  and  parties  interested  therefor,  yet 
desirable  improvements  of  public  utility  and  beneficial  in- 
ventions of  general  interest,  are  not  to  be  rejected,  sup- 
pressed or  arrested,  simply  because  they  may  in  their  ope- 
ration and  practical  effect  occasion  to  property  in  their  vi- 
cinity or  within  the  sphere  of  their  action,  some  contin- 
gent or  consequential  damages  for  these,  when  they  occur, 
the  party  aggrieved,  has  a  remedy  by  action  at  law,  and  by 
a  repetition  of  such  action  during  the  continuance  of  the 
grievance  whenever  and  as  often  as  loss  or  damage  ensue, 
and  with  the  ulterior  remedy,  which,  in  case  the  presence 
of  the  tracks  in  the  streets,  or  the  running  of  the  cars  upon 
them,  or  other  operations  of  the  railroad  should  be  or  be- 
come a  nuisance,  or  the  aggression  shall  prove  to  be  per- 
manent and  without  an  adequate  remedy  by  action,  this 
court  will  be  competent  to  administer  of  equitable  relief 
by  injunction  to  prevent  its   continuance,  or   for  its  re- 
moval ;    but  a  much    stronger   case    must   be  presented, 
and  the  impending  danger  more  imminent  and  more  im- 
pressive than  this  complaint  and  these  affidavits  show  to 
justify  us  in  the  application  of  these   severe  and  coer- 
cive  measures,  as   precautionary  and   preventive   reme- 
dies* 

[A  copy.  ] 

JAMES  T.  BOYD, 

Judge^s  Clerk. 
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BOARD  OF   ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  28,  1860. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Counsel  to  the 
Corporation,  in  relation  to  the  Harlem  and  Hudson 
River  Railroad  Companies,  was  receiveid,  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Office  of  Counsel  to  the  Corporatiok,  ) 

January,  22,  1850.     $ 

To  tki  Board  ofJildermen  : 

OnrTLEMEN : — In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  your  Board, 
passed  January  14, 1850,  requiring  the  Counsel  to  the  Cor- 
poration to  report  an  abstract  of  all  the  laws  or  ordi- 
nances of  the  city,  containing  grants  of  rights  or  privileges, 
or  imposing  duties,  obligations  or  liabilities  to  or  upon  the 
Harlem  Railroad  Company,  and  the  Hudson  River  Rail- 
road Company,  I  have  the  honor  to  state^ 

That  the  first  resolution  I  find,  in  reference  to  the  Har- 
letn  Railroad  Company,  was  passed  October  11,  1831. 
(Aee  vol.  1  Pro.  C.  C.  pp.  79,  80.) 
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This  resolution  declares,  that  the  maps  presented  I^y 
the  New  York  and  Harlem  Railroad  Company,  so  far  at 
the  same  locates  the  route  of  the  said  railroad,  from  the 
north  side  of  Twenty-third  street  through  the  centre  of 
of  the  Fourth  avenue  to  Harlem  river,  and  the  branch  of 
the  same  through  the  centre  of  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
fifth  street,  from  the  Fourth  avenue  to  the  Hudson  river, 
be  approved,  on  condition  that  neither  the  approval,  nor 
any  thing  therein  contained  should  be  construed  into  a 
consent  to  the  company  to  construct  the  roads,  but  that 
the  consent  of  the  Corporation  was  to  be  obtained  before 
the  road  was  commenced. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  1831,  the  Common  Council 
passed  an  ordinance,  entitled  ^^A  law  to  authorize  the 
New  York  and  Harlem  Railroad  Company  to  construct 
their  railway."     {See  same  vol.  pp.  108,  109,  110,  111.) 

The  first  section  permits  the  company  to  construct  and 
lay  down,  in  pursuance  of  their  act  of  incorporation,  a  dou- 
ble or  single  track  or  railroad,  or  railway,  along  the 
Fourth  avenue,  from  Twenty-third  street  to  the  Harlem 
river,  in  conformity  to  the  map  then  on  file  in  the  Regis- 
ter's ofiice,  and  a  branch  thereof  along  One  hundred  and 
twenty-fifth  street,  from  the  Fourth  avenue  to  Hudson 
river,  provided  the  width  of  the  double  railway  should  not 
exceed  twenty-four  feet. 

Section  second  declares,  that  if  at  any  time  thereafter 
it  should  appear  to  the  Corporation,  that  said  railways  or 
any  part  thereof,  constitute  an  obstruction  or  impediment 
to  the  future  regulation  of  the  city,  or  the  ordinary  use  of 
any  street  or  avenue,  (of  which  the  Corporation  are  to  be 
the  sole  judges,)   the  railroad   company  or  the  directors 
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thereofy  oo  the  requisition  of  the  Corporation,  forthwith 
provide  a  remedy  for  the  same  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Corporation,  or  if  they  fail  to  find  such  remedy,  the  com- 
pany shall,  within  one  month  of  such  requisition,  remove 
■Dcb  railway,  or  obstruction  or  impediment,  and  replace 
the  street  or  avenue  in  as  good  condition  as  before,  and 
if  the  company  refuse,  the  Corporation  can  remove  the 
same  at  the  expense  of  the  company. 

Section  third  enacts,  that  the  right  of  regulating  the  de- 
scription of  power  to  be  used,  and  the  speed  of  the  car- 
riages, as  well  as  all  other  powers  reserved  to  the  Corpo- 
ration by  the  act  incorporating  said  company,  are  ex- 
pressly reserved  by  the  Corporation. 

Section  fourth  declares,  that  it  is  especially  incumbent 
on  said  railroad  company,  at  their  pwn  cost,  to  construct 
stone  arches  and  bridges  for  all  cross  streets,  now  or  here- 
after to  be  made,  (and  which  may  be  intersected  by  the 
embankments  or  excavations  of  said  road,^  and  which  the 
Corporation  shall  deem  proi>erto  be  arched  or  bridged,  and 
also  to  make  such  embankments  or  excavations  (as  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Common  Council,)  may  be  required  to 
make  the  passage  over  the  road  and  embankments,  and 
that  the  company  construct  necessary  drains  and  sewers, 
and  to  make  the  track  of  their  road  conform  to  the  regula- 
tion of  the  avenue. 

Section  fifth  provides,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
company  to  commence  and  complete  their  road,  within 
the  times  prescribed  by  their  charter,  and  if  not  so  com- 
menced and  completed,  theconsent  and  privileges  granted 
by  said  ordinance  to  be  null  and  void. 
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Section  sixth  declares,  that  if  the  road  should  not  be 
completed,  or  if  commenced  and  discontinued,  and  not 
kept  in  repair  as  a  good  and  sufficient  road,  then  the  strip 
of  land  taken  therefor  should  be  thrown  open  and  be- 
come a  part  of  a  street  or  avenue,  without  any  assessment 
on  the  owners  of  the  adjoining  property. 

Section  seventh  provides,  that  no  building  shall  be 
erected  on  said  strip  of  land  taken  for  said  road,  and  that  a 
railing  or  other  erection  should  be  made  on  the  outer 
edges  of  the  embankment  or  railroad  path,  and  also 
such  railing  or  fences  on  the  edges  of  the  excavations 
as  the  Common  Council  shall  require  from  time  to  time, 
to  prevent  accidents  or  loss  of  life. 

Section  eighth  declares,  that  the  ordinances  were  nc^  to 
be  binding  on  the  Common  Council,  until  said  company 
should  execute  under  their  corporate  seal,  and  to  be  ap* 
proved  of  by  the  Mayor  and  Counsel  to  the  Corporation, 
an  instrument,  covenanting  as  provided  in  said  ordinance, 
and  the  same,  when  so  executed,  was  to  be  filed  in  the 
Comptroller's  office. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1832,  the  Common  Council  paswd 
resolutions  authorizing  the  company  to  extend  their  rails 
down  to  Prince  street.    (iS^ee  vol.  1,  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  208.) 

The  first  resolution  authorizes  the  company  to  lay  their 
rails  as  far  south  as  Prince  street,  subject  to  the  same  re- 
strictions as  contained  in  the  preceding  ordinance. 

A  single  track  may  be  laid  south  of  Twenty -third  street 
through  the  Fourth  avenue,  Bloomingdale  road,  and 
Broadway,  and  another  single  track  through  the  Bowefy, 
both  as  far  south  as  Prince  street,  and  after  two  months' 
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life  of  both  tracks,  with  cjinvenient  turoingfs,  they  may, 
unlen  otherwise  directed  by  the  Common  Council,  lay 
down  a  second  track  on  both  routes,  subject  to  the  same 
restrictions,  and  subject  also  lo  the  rigfht  of  the  Common 
Council,  at  any  time  to  order  the  removal  of  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  said  rails. 

It  is  provided,  however,  that  said  rails  are  to  be  laid  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  Street  Com- 
raisiioners,  so  as  to  cause  no  impediment  or  obstruction  in 
the  use  of  the  streets,  and  that  the  water  courses  be  kept 
free,  and  the  company  are  to  pave  the  streets  in  and  about 
the  rails  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  keep  the  width  of 
twenty  feet,  including  the  rails,  in  good  repair  at  all  times 
used  by  the  company. 


And  it  was  also  provided,  that  at  any  time  the  Common 
Council  might  order  the  said  rails  to  be  taken  up,  and  if 
lo,  the  companj'  are  to  repair  the  pavement.  And  further, 
that  the  company  should  complete  the  single  tracks 
above  mentioned,  on  or  before  May  1st,  1834,  and  to 
charge  and  receive  such  rates  of  fare  for  carrying  passen- 
gers south  of  Twenty-third  street,  as  should  be  fixed  by  the 
Common  Council. 

It  was  further  resolved,  that  the  said  resolutions  should 
not  go  into  effect,  until  the  company  should  execute  a 
covenant  assenting  thereto,  and  filing  the  same  with  the 
Comptroller,  after  it  should  have  been  approved  of  by  the 
Mayor  and  Counsel  to  the  Corporation. 

The  covenants  to  be  given  on  the  part  of  the  company, 
by  the  preceding  ordinance  and  resolutions,  were  executed 
and  filed  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  where  they  now  re- 
main, and  the  company  are  bound  to  comply  Uierewith. 
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On  the  4tb  day  of  May,  18379  the  Common  Council 
passed  a  resolution,  permitting  the  company  to  extend 
their  rails,  by  a  single  or  double  track,  southerly  from 
the  north  line  of  Prince  street  to  the  north  line  of 
Walker  street,  subject  to  all  the  restrictions  and  provisions 
contained  in  the  ordinances  passed  May  20,  1837.  {See 
vol.  4,  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  252.) 

May  4,  1838,  the  Common  Council  passed  resolutions, 
permitting  the  company  to  continue  their  rails,  similar  to 
those  laid  between  Thirteenth  and  Fourteenth  streets,  by 
a  double  track,  from  the  Bowery  through  Broome  to  Cen- 
tre street,  and  from  Broome  street  through  Centre  street 
to  Chatham  street,  subject  to  the  same  restrictions  and 
conditions  as  those  theretofore  imposed  on  the  company. 

It  was  further  resolved,  that  when  the  rails  were  laid 
through  Centre  and  Broome  streets,  the  company  were  to 
cause  the  rails  laid  in  the  Bowery,  south  of  Broome  street 
to  be  removed,  and  the  street  repaired,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Street  Commissioner.  {See  vol.  5,  Pro.  C.  C.  p.  200.) 

May  2, 1839,  a  resolution  was  passed,  directing  the  curb- 
stone on  the  easterly  side  of  Centre  street,  in  front  of  the 
market,  be  set  six  feet  into  the  walk  from  its  present  line, 
that  the  same  be  done  at  the  expense  of  the  company, 
provided  the  company  pave  the  space  between  the  rails 
and  the  curb-stone  with  blocks  of  wood ;  the  balance  to  be 
allowed  to  the  credit  of  the  company  in  the  assessment  for 
paving  the  streets.    {See  vol.  6,  Pro.  C.  C.  p.  158.) 

May  1,  1841,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  tax  on  the  Har- 
lem Railroad  Company,  in  the  Sixth  Ward,  for  1840, 
amounting  to  $836  25,  be  remitted.  {See  vol.  8,  Pro.  C. 
C.  p.  130.) 
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May  10,  1842,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  lot  and  premi- 
169,  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  occupied  by  the  com- . 
pany  on  Try  on  square,  on  and  after  May  1,  1842,  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department,  for  fire 
company  No.  38,  and  hose  company  No.  20.  {See  vol.  9, 
Pro.  C.  C,  p.  164.) 

February  8,  1843,  the  Common  Council  resolved,  that 
the  above  premises  on  Tryon  square  be  leased  to  the  rail- 
road company  f6r  one  year  from  the  expiration  of  their 
then  lease,  at  a  cost  of  $500,  payable  quarterly.  {See  vol. 
10,  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  154.) 

December,  14,  1844,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  company 
be  required,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August,  1845, 
to  discontinue  the  use  of  steam  on  the  Fourth  avenue, 
south  of  the  north  line  of  Thirty-second  street.  {See  vol. 
12,  Pro.  C.  C,  p.  216.) 

March  30,  1846,  the  Corporation  Attorney  was  directed 
to  take  legal  measures  to  prevent  the  steam  power  of  the 
company  from  being  used  below  Thirty-second  street,  as 
directed  by  the  Common  Council.  {See  vol.  13,  Pro.  C.  C. 
p.  377.) 

The  company  presented  a  petition  to  be  allowed  three 
months  to  complete  buildings  at  Thirty -second  street,  prior 
to  removal' of  their  depot,  from  Twenty-seventh  street,  and 
that  said  three  months  commence  from  the  date  of  the 
approval  of  the  Mayor.  The  same  was  approved  March 
30,  1846.     (See  vol.  13,  Pro.  C.  C.  pp.  377,  378.) 

Nov.  14,  1846,  the  Common  Council  resolved,  that  the 
company  construct  a  bridge  of  sufficient  strength  and  di- 
mensions for  the  transit  of  vehicles  at  each  of  the  intersec- 
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lions  of  Thirty- fourth  and  Thirty-eighth  streets,  across  the 
deep  cut  in  the  Fourth  avenue,  without  delay.  (See  vol. 
14,  Pro.  C.  C.p.  145.) 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1848,  the  Common  Council, 
by  resolution,  directed  the  company,  within  thirty  days 
from  the  passage  thereof,  to  restore  the  bridge  crossing 
their  track  at  Fiftieth  street,  in  a  substantial  manner. 

That  said  company  be  also  directed  to  construct  two 
bridges,  one  at  the  intersection  of  Seventy-ninth  street  and 
Fourth  avenue,  and  one  at  Eighty-fifth  street  and  said 
avenue ;  said  bridges  to  be  built  in  a  firm  and  substantial 
manner,  and  of  ^the  same  width  as  that  at  Eighty-serenth 
street. 

Also  to  enclose  their  track  on  the  Fourth  avenue,  with  a 
fence  or  protection  wall  along  the  edges,  between  Eighty- 
fourth  street  and  the  tunnel  at  Ninety-second  street ;  and 
also  enclose  the  sides  of  the  bridge  at  the  intersection  of 
Eighty^eventh  street  and  Fourth  avenue.  {See  vol.  16, 
Pro.  C.  a  p.  274.) 


On  the  first  of  May,  1848,  the  Common  Council,  by 
olution,  directed  the  company  to  grade  and  regulate  the 
Fourth  avenue  from  Twenty-eighth  to  Thirty-second 
street.    {See  vol.  15,  Pro.  C.  C.  p.  366.) 


On  the  15th  of  Nov.  1848,  the  Common  Council,  by 
olution,  authorized  the  company  to  lay  down  rails  in 
Canal  street  from  their  road,  in  Centre  street,  to  a  point 
seventy-five  feet  east  of  Broadway,  with  permission  to 
cross  the  side-walk  into  any  premises  owned  by  the  com- 
pany or  the  New  Haven  Railroad  Company,  the  same  to 
be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  Street  Commismonar, 
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and  the  privilege  lliereby  to  be  enjoyed  during  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Common  Council.  (See  vol,  16,  Pro.  C.  C.  p. 
332.) 

The  preceding  embraces  an  abstract  of  all  the  laws,  ordi- 
nances, and  resolutions  of  the  Common  Council  relating 
to  the  Harlem  Railroad  Company,  which  upon  a  careful 
examination  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council,  I 
have  been  able  to  discover. 

It  is  believed,  that  nothing  is  omitted,  called  for  by  the 
resolution  submitted. 


HUDSON    RIVER   RAILROAD    COMPANY. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1847,  the  Common  Council  passed 
an  ordinance,  giving  permission  to  this  company  to  lay 
their  rails  in  the  city.     {See  vol.  14,  Pro.  C  C.  p.  307. 

Section  one,  giv<^s  permission  to  the  company  to  con- 
struct a  double  track  of  rails,  with  suitable  turn-outs  along 
the  line  of  the  Hudson  river  from  Spnyten  Devil  Creek  to 
Sixty-eighth  street,  occupying  so  much  of  the  Twelfth 
avenue  as  lies  along  the  shore,  thence  winding  from  the 
shore  until  it  intersects  the  Eleventh  avenue  at  Sixtieth 
street,  thence  through  the  middle  of  Eleventh  avenue  to 
about  Thirty-second  street,  thence  on  a  course  across  to 
the  Tenth  avenue,  intersecting  the  Tenth  avenue  at  Thir 
lieth  street,  thence  througli  the  middle  of  the  Tenth  avenue 
to  West  street,  and  tlieiict'  through  the  middle  of  West 
suret  to  Canal  slrtet. 

Section  second  enacts,  that  the  company  shall  grade,  re- 
gulate, pave,  and  keep  in  repair  a  space  twenty-five  feet 
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in  width  in  and  about  the  tracks,  in  all  the  avenues  and 
streets  where  the  tracks  sliall  be  laid  whenever  the  Com- 
mon Council  shall  deem  it  necessary  to  have  the  same  done. 

The  company  to  lay  the  track  or  tracks  in  conformity 
with  the  grades  established  and  lay  the  same,  so  that 
no  impediment  shall  be  caused  to  the  ordinary  use  of 
the  streets  and  avenues,  and  to  leave  the  water  courses 
unobstructed. 

The  company  to  construct  at  its  own  cost,  three  bridges 
across  such  of  the  streets  intersected  by  the  railroad,  as 
may  b^  required  by  tlie  Common  Council,  for  public 
convenience,  and  to  make  such  embankments  and  exca- 
vations as  the  Common  Council  may  deem  necessary  at 
the  cross  streets,  and  also  all  drains  and  sewers  which 
their  embankments  in  the  opinion  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil may  render  necessary. 

And  the  company  are  at  all  times  to  be  subject  to 
such  regulations,  in  reference  to  the  convenience  of  the 
public  travel  as  the  Common  Council  may  deem  neces- 
sary, and  the  Common  Council  reserved  the  right  to  re- 
quire the  company  at  any  time  after  the  Eleventh  avenue 
shall  be  made  to  Fourteenth  street  to  take  up  their  rails  in 
the  Tenth  avenue,  and  lay  them  in  the  Eleventh  avenue 
to  Fourteenth  street  and  through  Fourteenth  street,  to 
connect  with  West  street. 

Section  three  provides,  tliat  the  company  shall,  in  one 
year  after  the  passage  of  the  ordinance,  and  before  mak- 
ing any  contracts  for  grading,  file  in  the  Street  Com* 
missioner's  office  a  map,  showing  the  location  and  in- 
tended grade  of  the  road. 
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Section  fourth  gives  permissioD  to  the  company  to  run 
^beir  locomotives  as  far  south  as  Thirtieth  street,  and  no 
further. 

Section  fifth  prohibits  the  company  from  running  any 
stated  train  between  any  points  below  Thirty-second 
street  for  carrying  passengers  between  those  points,  under 
the  penalty  of  $25  for  each  passenger  from  whom  fare 
shall  be  received. 

Section  sixth  directs,  that  the  ordinance  shall  not  be 
binding  or  go  into  effect  until  the  company  execute  an 
instrnment  in  writing,  covenanting  to  be  bound  by  the 
conditions  and  requirements  of  the  ordinance,  and  which 
was  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Mayor  and  Council  to  the 
Corporation,  and  filed  in  the  Comptroller's  ofiice. 

The  covenant  to  be  given  on  the  part  of  the  company 
by  the  preceding  ordinance,  was  executed  in  the  manner 
therein  directed,  and  filed  in  the  Comptroller's  ofiice,  where 
it  now  remains,  and  the  company  are  bound  to  comply 
therewith. 

On  the  3rd  of  May,  1849,  a  resolution  was  passed 
leasing  the  Market-house  and  block  of  ground  on  which 
it  stands,  bounded  by  Washington  and  West  streets,  Canal 
•  and  Hoboken  streets,  for  a  passenger  depot,  for  ten  years, 
from  May  1, 1849,  at  an  annual  rent  of  $2000  per  annum, 
subject  to  a  renewal  for  a  further  term  of  ten  years,  at  a 
rent  to  be  agreed  upon.  {See  vol.  16,  Pro.  C.  C.  p. 
464.) 

The  company  declined  to  take  this  lease,  and  the  same 
was  never  executed. 
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In  July  last,  a  resolution  passed  the  Common  Council, 
authorizing  the  company  to  lay  down  a  double  track  of 
rails,  with  suitable  courses  and  turn-outs,  from  the  nor- 
therly line  of  Canal  street  at  West  street,  through  Canal 
and  Hudson  streets  to  Chambers  street,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Street  Commissioner,  and  subject  to  all  the  re- 
strictions, obligations,  provisions,  and  conditions  of  the 
above  ordinance.  (See  Doc.  JSTo.  6,  of  Board  of  Aid.  for 
1849,  p.  72.) 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1850,  a  resolution  was  appro- 
ved of  by  the  Mayor,  authorizing  the  company  to  ex- 
tend one  of  their  tracks  around  the  country  market  (leased 
to  them  at  the  foot  of  Canal  street),  with  suitable  curvet 
and  turn-outs,  under  the  direction  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioner, so  as  to  connect  with  the  track  in  West  and  Canal 
streets  already  constructed  by  them,  subject  to  all  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  above  resolution. 

On  the  19th  of  December,  1S49,  the  Mayor  approved 
another  resolution,  leasing  to  the  said  company  the  country 
markets  at  the  foot  of  Canal  street,  including  the  grounds 
whereon  the  same  stands,  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  at  an 
annual  rent  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

I  believe  the  preceding  comprises  all  the  legislation  of 
the  city  government  in  reference  to  the  Hudson  River 
Railroad  Company. 

I^ave  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen, 

with  respect,  yours, 

HENRY  E.  DAVIES. 


DOCVniENT    No.    19. 


BOAED   OF    ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  28,  1850. 


The  following  communicatioQ  from  the  Comptroller,  en- 
clonng  copies  of  the  accounts  of  the  City  Chamberlain, 
for  the  quarter  ending  December  31st,  1849,  was  re- 
ceived, laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Department  of  Finance,  Comptboller's  Office,  ) 

January  28,  1850.     J 

To  the  Hon.  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Jfew  York  : 

Gentlemen  : — The  account  current  of  the  City  Cham- 
berlain for  the  quarter  ending  December  Slst,  1849,  and 
also  the  certificate  of  the  cashier  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank, 
of  the  balance  standing  to  the  various  accounts  at  that 
time,  have  been  received  at  this  office  and  compared  with 
the  books  and  vouchers  of  this  department,  and  foand  cor- 
rect; copies  of  the  same  are  herewith  submitted. 

JOS.  R.  TAYLOR, 

Comptroller. 
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(COPY.) 

Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York,  ) 
December,  31,  1849, ) 

I  hereby  certify,  that  after  the  close  of  business  this  day, 
the  balances  hereinafter  named,  were  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  following  accounts,  viz  : 

To  the  credit  of  the  ^^  City  Treasurer,^'  one  hundred 
and  forty-one  thousand  one  hundred  and  eight  doUtn 
sixty-seven  cents.   ($141,108  j%\.) 

To  the  credit  of  the  ^^  Commissioners  of  the  StnkiBg 
Fund,"  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  eighty-six  dollars  eighty-eight  cents.  ($161,286  tW*) 

And  to  the  credit  of  ^^  Interest  on  Fire  Loan,"  belong- 
ing to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  eighteen 
thousand  three  hundred  an  thirty-two  dollars  sixty-five 
cents  ($18,332  Wt) 

F.  W.  EDMONDS,  Cashier. 


DOdJMEJVT    nro.    IS, 


BOARD    OF   ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  28,  1860. 


The  following  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Lamps  and 
Gas,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  together  wilh  the  contracts  of  the  two  ga« 
companies. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  CUrk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  JUdertnsn  : 

Gentlemen  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  from  your  Honorable 
Body,  to  report  ^^  why  the  several  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Coomion  Council,  to  light  certain  streets  with  gas,  have 
not  been  carried  into  effect ;  and  also,  whether  the  provis* 
ions  of  the  contract  made  with  the  New  York  and  Manhat- 
tan Gras  Companies  have  been  complied  with,'^  I  respect- 
fullv 
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REPORT  : 

That,  the  New  York  Gas  Light  Company  have  lighted  up 
all  the  streets  required  by  resolution,  where  they  have  bad 
mains  laid,  until  the  frost  prevented  their  taking  up  the 
pavements.  The  difficulty  appears  to  be  that  resolutions 
are  frequently  passed  to  light  up  streets  with  gas,  where  no 
mains  have  been  laid,  and  where  there  would  be  no  private 
consumers,  if  laid.  This  the  company  think  they  are  not 
compelled  to  do  according  to  their  contract.  Notwithstand- 
ing they  have  in  many  cases  complied  with  resolutions 
from  your  Honorable  Body,  by  laying  mains  in  streets  where 
there  was  little  or  no  encouragement  by  private  consumerS| 
and  have  the  last  year  laid  more  than  six  miles  of  mains  in 
our  streets,  and  have  at  this  time  over  (45)  forty-five  miles 
of  gas  mains  laid  below  Grand  street,  at  an  expense  to  the 
company  of  over  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  They 
have  recently  finished  their  works  for  the  manufacture  of 
gas,  on  the  East  river,  at  an  expense  of  about  one  million 
of  dollars,  and  they  represent  to  this  Department  that  their 
arrangements  will  enable  them  in  future  to  supply  gas  equal 
to  any  demand,  and  of  a  quality  that  will  give  entire  satis- 
faction. 

The  only  question  now  to  be  settled  in  regard  to  the  lay- 
ing of  mains  and  lighting  the  streets,  asT  understand  it,  is 
whether  the  word  ^^  reasonable,''  in  the  contract  with  the 
New  York  Gas  Light  Company  has  been  complied  with,  of 
which  your  Honorable  Body  can  best  judge.  The  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Common  Council,  in  1835,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  James  Ferris,  Francis  Fickett  and  Wm. 
C.  Wales,  to  investigate  and  determine,  what  in  their  view 
should  be  called  ^^  reasonable,"  in  the  spirit  of  the  contract, 
reported  as  follows : 
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^^  It  would  seem  reasonable,  from  a  liberal  construction 
of  the  covenant,  that  the  Common  Council  in  directing 
public  lamps  to  be  lighted  in  streets,  avenues  and  public 
places,  should  be  governed  by  sound  discretion ;  on  the  one 
hand,  extending  to  the  citizens  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  this  mode  of  lighting  the  streets,  as  far  as  may  be  con- 
sistant  with  justice  and  sound  policy,  and  on  the  other  hand, 
not  oppressing  the  company  by  unnecessary  exactions  of 
this  kind,  or  in  cases  where  they  must  suffer  great  loss  with- 
out a  prospect  of  remuneration.  Governed  by  these  consid- 
tions,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  a  general  rule 
for  their  government,  admitting  however  of  exceptions  and 
qualifications,  it  would  be  reasonable  to  exact  from  the  said 
c<nnpany,  at  all  times  during  said  contract,  that  said  com-  ' 
pany  shoyld  from  time  to  time  light  the  public  lamps  in 
such  streets  and  places,  as  they  may  have  a  reasonable 
jHTOspect  of  deriving  private  custom  from,  sufficient  to  com- 
pensate them  for.  the  loss  sustained  on  the  public  lamps  to 
be  lighted,  which  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  in- 
clude all  streets  where  main  pipes  are  laid  or  may  be  latd, 
with  the  prospect  of  the  advantages  of  private  custom,  as 
before  mentioned."  In  accordance  with  the  views  ex- 
pressed in  the  above  report,  the  company  and  the  Corpo- 
Fation  have  since  acted  and  been  guided. 

In  reply  to  the  above  resolution,  as  respects  the  Manhat- 
tan Qaa  Company,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
statement  of  facts.  The  existing  contract  between  this 
company  and  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
gives  to  the  Corporation  the  right  to  order  the  pipes,  called 
the  mains  of  the  company,  to  be  extended  in  and  along  all 
the  streets,  avenues  and  public  places  in  the  said  city, 
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both  Boards  of  the  Common  Council,  laid  mains  in  every 
Ward  in  their  district  with  the  exception  of  the  Twelfth  ; 
and  all  this  has  been  done  without  any  particular  refer- 
ence to  private  custom.  In  every  street  in  which  their 
mains  are  laid,  they  have  placed  lamps  and  lighted  them, 
except  a  part  of  Fourteenth  street,  which  was  suspended 
on  account  of  widening  the  side-walk. 

The  Manhattan  Gas  Light  Company  have  faithfully  and 
cheerfully  performed  all  and  more  than  all  that  the  con- 
tract requires  of  them.  In  less  than  two  years  they  have 
laid  over  thirty-one  miles  of  street  mains,  and  fitted  up 
•eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four  lamps.  They  have  at 
this  time  over  three  thousand  five  hundred  street  lamps^ 
which  is  double  the  number  of  any  other  gas  company  in 
this  country,  and  a  greater  number  than  is  lighted  by  any 
company  in  England.  The  contract  says,  ^^  they  shall  be 
gin  at  their  south  line  and  lay  six  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  mains  a  year,  until  the  entire  district  is  filled  up.  If  the 
Corporation  deem  it  expedient  to  alter  the  contract  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  light  up  such  streets  as  they  (the  Common 
Council)  may  see  fit,  the  company  are  willing  to  enter 
into  such  arrangement,  but  think  it  unreasonable  after  lay- 
ing the  six  thousand  dollars  worth,  according  to  contract, 
to  then  be  called  on  to  lay  as  much  more  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  district,  and  in  fact  have  not  the  means  to  extend 
their  work  much  further  than  their  contract  requires,  &c. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HEMAN  W.  CHILDS, 
Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps 


Doc.  No.  13.)  246 


ARTICLES   OF   AGREEMENT, 


Indented,  made  and  concluded  this  twelfth  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-three,  between  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  of  the  first  part, 
and  the  New  York  Gas  Light  Company,  of  the  second 
part. 

Witnesseth,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  for 
and  in  consideration  of  the  covenants,  articles  and  agree- 
ments hereafter  mentioned,  on  the  part  of  the  said  par- 
ties of  the  second  part,  and  their  successors,  to  be  ob- 
served, nerformed  and  kept,  do  hereby  grant,  demise  and 
to  farm  let,  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and 
their  successors,  all  and  singular  the  sole  and  exclusive 
privilege  and  right  of  laying  or  placing  under  ground, 
pipes  in  all  and  every  of  the  public  streets  aqd  parts  of 
streets  of  the  city  of  New  York,  lying  and  being  south 
of  a  line  commencing  at  the  East  river,  at  the  foot  of 
Grand  street,  and  running  through  Grand  street  to  Sul- 
livan street,  and  through  Sullivan  street  to  Canal  street, 
and  through  Canal  street  to  the  North  or  Hudson  river, 
for  conducting  gas,  for  lighting  the  public  lamps  in  the 
streets  and  parts  of  streets  south  of  said  line,  and  the 
houses  and  buildings  fronting,  or  to  front  on,  or  bounded 
by,  or  adjacent  to  the  streets  or  parts  of  streets,  south  of 
said  line,  to  have  and    to    hold  and  to  enjoy  the  same 
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unto  ibe  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, from  the  day  of  the  date  of  these  presents  for 
and  during  and  until  the  twelfth  day  of  May,  which 
will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  ;  provided  nevertheless,  and  this  grant 
is^upon  this  express  condition,  that  the  said  parties  of 
the  second  part  and  their  successors,  shall  and  do  in  all 
things  well  and  sufficiently  keep,  perform  and  observe, 
all  and  singular  the  covenants,  articles,  agreements  and 
stipulations  on  their  part  to  be  kept,  performed  and  ob- 
served as  hereinafter  is  set  forth  and  agreed;  and  the 
parties  of  the  second  part,  in  consideration  of  the  premises 
do  for  themselves  and  their  successors,  covenant  and  agree 
to,  and  with  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  and  their 
successors,  as  follows  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  they,  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part,  shall  and  will  before  the 
twelfth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  erect,  establish,  and 
complete,  in  the  said  city  of  New  York,  good  and  suflS- 
cient  buildings,  works,  and  apparatus,  for  the  preparing 
and  manufacture  of  gas;  and  that  they  will  also  cause 
the  pipes  for  conducting  the  same,  and  of  suflScient  ca- 
pacity, to  be  laid,  and  will  also  manufacture,  or  cause 
to  be  manufactured  and  supplied  in  the  most  approved 
manner,  sufficient  quantities  of  the  best  quality  gas,  com- 
monly called  inflammable  gas,  for  lighting  the  houses 
and  public  lamps  in  the  street  called  Broadway,  in  the 
said  city,  from  the  Battery  to  Grand  street,  in  the  man- 
ner hereinafter  mentioned ;  and  also  moreover,  that  they, 
the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  shall  and  will,  at  all 
times  from  and  after  the  twelfth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord   one   thousand    eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
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lamps  with  oil  of  the  quality  generally  used  for  that  pur- 
pote,  ettimating  the  price  of  oil  at  the  average  price  of  the 
Mine  in  the  city  of  New  York  during  the  preceding  year* 

And  further,  that  the  said  parties  of  tiie  second  part, 
ihall  likewise  furnish  at  their  own  expense,  the  necessary 
conductors  of  metal  of  sufficient  capacity  to  the  lamp  posts, 
that  the  light  of  the  said  lamps  shall  be  of  a  quality,  briK 
liattcy,  or  intensity  equal  to  the  gas  in  use  for  the  public 
lamps  in  the  city  of  London  ;  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
part,  however,  to  be  at  the  expense  of  lamps,  lamp-irons, 
lamp-posts,  and  fittings-up,  and  at  no  other  expense  for 
fixtures,  conductors,  repairs,  or  on  any  other  account  what- 

■r 

soever  ;  and  also,  that  the  parties  of  the  second  part  shall 
and  will,  at  all  times  give  forty -eight  hours'  notice  to  the 
said  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  to  their  Street  Commis- 
sioner, of  their  intention  to  break  up  or  open  any  street, 
or  part  of  a  street,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  or  repairing 
the  pipes  to  conduct  the  gas,  and  that  they  will  replace 
the  earth,  which  they  may  remove,  in  so  doing,  before 
sunset  of  the  day  on  which  such  opening  shall  be  made, 
and  that  they  will  replace  the  pavements  and  repave  and 
repair,  the  same  in  such  reasonable  time  and  manner  as 
the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  their  Street  Commis- 
sioner may  direct,  and  in  as  good  and  firm  a  manner  as 
the  streets  were  in' before  broken  up  for  the  aforesaid  pur- 
poses; and  further,  that  all  such  repairs  as  shall  at  any 
time,  become  necessary  by  reason  of  the  said  pipes  or  con- 
ductors, shall  always  be  made  and  done  by  the  said  parties 
of  the  second  part  at  their  own  cost  and  expense  J  and 
also,  that  the  said  parlies  of  the  second  part,  will  so  con- 
duct they  manufactory  or  manufactories  of  gas  as  not  to 
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the  aecoDd  part,  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  have 
caused  the  commoa  seal  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  be 
affixed|  the  day  aad  year  above  written. 

By  the  Common  Council, 

STEPHEN  ALLEN,  Mayor. 
J.  MoBTON,  Clerk. 

Sept.  12, 1831. 

The  New  York  Gas  Light  Company, 

By  W.  W.  FOX,  President. 
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ARTICLES    OF    AGREEMENT. 


This  indenture,  made  this  eighth  day  of  May,  a.  d. 
1833,  between  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Manhattan 
Gas  Light  Company  of  the  second  part,  witnessetb,  that 
the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of 
the  covenants,  articles  and  agreements  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, on  the  part  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part 
and  their  successors,  to  be  observed,  performed  and  kept, 
do  hereby  grant  and  demise  to  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part,  and  their  successors,  the  privilege  and  right 
to  lay  or  place  under  ground,  pipes  in  any  and  all  of  the 
streets,  avenues  and  public  places  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
lying  and  being  north  of  a  line  commencing  at  the  East 
river,  at  the  foot  of  Grand  street,  and  running  through 
Grand  street  to  Sullivan  street,  and  through  Sullivan  street 
to  Canal  street,  and  through  Cana,!  street  to  the  North  or 
Hudson  river,  and  in  any  or  every  part  of  any  such 
street,  avenue  or  public  place,  for  the  purpose  of  conduct- 
ing gas,  commonly  called  inflammable  gas,  for  lighting 
the  public  lamps  in  the  said  streets,  avenues  and  public 
places,  and  parts  thereof,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  for 
lighting  the  houses  or  buildings  fronting,  or  to  front  on, 
or  bounded  by,  or  adjacent  to  the  said  streets,  avenues  and 
public  places,  or  parts  thereof.  To  have,  hold,  use  and  eti- 
joy  the  said  right  and  privilege,  unto  the  said  parties  of 
the  second  part,  and  their  successors,  from  the  day  of  the 
date  of  these  presents,  until  the  twelfth  day  of  May  which 
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will  lie  A.  D.  1H53 ;  provided  always,  and  these  presents  are 
npon  this  express  condition  that  they,  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part,  and  their  successors,  shall  and  do,  in  all  things 
well  and  sufficiently  keep,  perform  and  observe  all  and 
singular  the  covenants,  articles,  provisions,  agreements 
and  stipulations,  on  their  part  to  be  kept,  performed  and 
observed,  as  hereinafter  specified. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  in  consideration 
of  the  premises,  do  for  themselves  and  their  successors, 
covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  said  parties  of  the  first  part 
and  their  successors  as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  that  any  gas 
boose  or  works,  for  the  manufactory  of  such  gas,  to  be  erected 
or  established  by  thesaid  parties  of  the  second  part,  in  thecity 
of  New  York,  shall  be  so  erected  and  established  on  the  mar- 
gin  either  of  the  Hudson  or  of  the  East  river,  not  south  of 
Fourteenth  street,  in  the  said  city;  and  that  all  pipes  for 
conducting  the  same,  which  the  said  parties  of  the  second 
part  may  cause  to  be  laid,  shall, be  of  sufficient  capacity, 
and  made  and  constructed  of  the  best  materials  of  cast-iron, 
and  in  the  most  approved  manner  ;  also,  that  from  all  such 
main  pipes,  as  they  may  lay  or  caused  to  be  laid  by  virtue 
of  the  right  and  privilege  hereby  granted,  they  will  supply 
with  gas,  and  caused  to  l>e  lighted,  such  and  so  many  of 
the  public  lamps,  opposite  or  adjacent  to  such  main  pipes, 
as  they  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  required  to  do  by  the 
said  parties  of  the  first  part,  and  that  the  said  lamps  shall 
be  so    lighted,  during  such   times  as  the  public  lamps 
throughout  the  city  of  New  York  are  required  to  be  lighted 
by  the  regulation  of  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part;  and 
that  all  such  public  lamps  situated  north  of  the  line  afore- 
said, and  south  of  the  line  of  Sixth  street,  which  the  said 
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iforesarid.  Also,  that  all  such  repairs  as  shall  at  any  time 
become  necessary  by  reason  of  laying*  the  said  pipes  or  con- 
ductors, shall  be  made  and  done  by  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part  at  their  own  cost  and  expense.  Also,  that 
no  sach  street,  avenue  or  public  place,  or  part  thereof, 
shall  be  so  broken  up  or  opened,  or  the  pavement  thereof 
lemoTed,  or  shall  be  again  fiHcd  up  or  repaired,  or  such 
pavement  replaced,  except  under  the  direction  and  super- 
vision of  a  competent  person,  to  be  appointed  by  the  said 
Street  Commissioner,  and  who  shall  be  considered  as  in  the 
employ  of  the  said  parties  of  the.  first  part,  but  who  shall  be 
paid  for  his  services  by  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part, 
inch  sum  as  the  said  Street  Commissioner  may  direct,  not 
exceeding  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  diem,  for  each  day 
he  may  be  so  employed.  Also,  that  no  such  street,  avenue 
or  public  place,  or  part  thereof,  shall  be  so  broken  up  or 
opened,  or  the  pavement  thereof  removed,  at  any  time 
between  the  first  of  December  and  the  first  of  March,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  term  mentioned  in  these  pre- 
sents,  without  the  consent  of  the  said  Street  Commissioner 
being  first  obtained  for  that  purpose. 


And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part,  shall  and  will  so  conduct  their  manufactory 
or  manufactories  of  gas  as  not  to  create  a  nuisance,  and 
that  they  will  in  all  things  be  governed  by  such  reasona^ 
ble  and  necessary  rules  and  regulations  as  the  said  parties 
vof  the  first  part,  or  their  successors  may  from  time  to  time, 
pass,  ordain  and  establish,  relative  to  the  opening  of  such 
streets,  avenues  or  public  places  or  parts  thereof,  and  laying 
down  the  pipe  and  conductors  aforesaid. 
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And  it  18  hereby  expressly  provided,  tiiat  Dothing  bereiD 
contained  shall  be  construed  or  deemed  ns  granting  to  the 
said  parties  of  the  second  part,  any  sole  or  exclusive  right 
or  privilege,  or  as  preventing  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
part  from  granting  the  like  privileges  as  are  hereby  given 
to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  to  any  other  company, 
persons  or  parties  whatsoever,  or  as  preventing  any  person 
or  persons  residing  on,  or  adjacent,  or  near  to  any  of  the 
said  streets,  avenues  or  public  places  or  parts  thereof,  lying 
north  of  the  line  hereinbefore  first  mentioned,  from  erect- 
ing in  or  upon  his  or  their  own  premises,  any  building  or 
apparatus,  to  light  with  gas  his  or  their  own  house,  store, 
manufactory  or  premises. 

* 

And  it  is  further  provided,  and  these  presents  are  upon 
the  express  condition,  that  if  the  said  parties  of  the  second 
part,  or  their  succe^ssors,  shall  not  well  and  truly  observe, 
perform,  fulfill  and  keep,  all  and  singular,  the  covenants 
and  conditions  hereinbefore  contained,  on  their  part  and 
behalf  to  be  observed,  performed,  fulfilled  and  kept,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents, 
then,  and  in  that  case,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  parties  of  the  first  part,  by  a  resolution  or  order,  to  be 
passed  in  Common  Council,  to  annul  and  vacate  this  grant, 
and,  thereupon,  the  premises  hereby  demised  shall  be 
revested  in  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  their  suc- 
cessors, as  fully  and  completely  as  if  this  indenture  had 
never  been  executed. 

In  witness  thereof,  to  one  part  of  this  indenture,  re- 
maining with  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  the  said  par- 
ties of  the  second  part,  have  caused  the  colnmon  seal  of 
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the  said  Manhattan  Gas  Light  Company  to  be  afSxed,  and 
to  the  other  first  part  thereof,  remaining  with  the  said  par 
ties  of  the  second  part,  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part 
have  caused  the  common  seal  of  the  city  of  New  York 
to  be  affixed,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

By  order. 

(Signed) 

LAMBERT  SUYDAM, 

President  M.  6.  L.  C. 

'    Wm.  L.  Morris, 

Secretary  pro  tern. 
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CONTRACT. 

This  Indenture,  made  the  fifth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight, 
between  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Manhattan  Gas 
Light  Company,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth. ;  that  the 
said  parties  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
covenants,  articles  and  agreements,  hereinafter  mentioned 
on  the  part  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their 
successors,  to  be  observed,  performed  and  kept,  do  hereby 
grant  and  demise  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and 
their  successors,  the  privilege  and  right  to  lay,  or  place 
under  ground,  pipes  in  any  and  all  of  the  streets,  avenues 
and  public  places  of  the  city  of  New  York,  comprised  be- 
tween a  line,  commencing  at  the  East  river,  at  the  foot  of 
Grand  street,  and  running  through  the  middle  of  Grand 
street  to  Sullivan  street,  and  through  the  middle  of  Sullivan 
street,  from  Grand  street  to  Canal  street,  and  through  the 
middle  of  Canal  street,  from  Sullivan  street  to  the  North 
or  Hudson  river,  and  a  line  commencing  at  the  East  river, 
at  the  foot  of  Forty -second  street,  on  the  north  side  there- 
of, and  running  parallel  with  said  street  to  the  North  or 
Hudson  river,  and  embracing  both  sides  of  said  street,  and 
in  any  or  every  part  of  any  such  street,  avenue  or  public 
place,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  gas,  commonly  called 
inflammable  gas,  for  lighting  the  public  lamps  in  the  said 
streets,  avenues  and  public  places,  and  parts  thereof,  as 
hereinafter  mentioned,  and  for  lighting  the  houses  and 
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buildings  fronling,  or  to  front  on,  or  bounded  by,  or  adja« 
cent  to  the  said  streets,  avenues  and  public  places  or  parts 
thereof.  To  have,  hold,  use  and  enjoy  the  said  right  and 
privilege  unto  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their 
successors,  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  these  presents,  until 
the  fifth  day  of  May,  which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight.  Provided  always, 
and  these  presents  are  upon  this  express  condition,  that 
they  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  succes- 
■orSy  shall  and  do,  in  all  things,  well  and  sufficiently  keep, 
perform  and  observe,  all  and  singular,  the  covenants,  arti- 
cles, agreements,  provisions  and  stipulations  on  their  part, 
to  be  kept,  performed  and  observed  as  hereinafter  specified. 
And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  in  consideration 
of  the  premises,  do  for  themselves  and  their  successors, 
covenant  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  parties  of  the 
first  part  and  their  successors,  as  follows,  that  is  to  say  : 
that  any  gas-house,  or  works  for  the  manufactory  of  such 
gas,  which  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  hereafter 
may  use,  or  erect  and  establish  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
shall  be  located,  erected  and  established  on  the  margin  x>f 
either  the  Hudson  or  the  East  river,  and  not  south  of  Four- 
teenth street,  in  the  said  city,  and  that  all  pipes  for  conduct- 
ing the  gas,  which  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  may 
cause  to  be  laid,  shall  be  of  sufficient  capacity,  and  made 
and  constructed  of  the  best  materials,  of  cast  iron  and  in 
the  most  approved  manner. 

That  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  shall  have  the 
right  to  order  the  pipes  called  the  mains  of  the  company, 
to  be  extended  in  and  along  all  the  streets,  avenues  and 
public  places  in  the  said  city,  within  the  limits  aforesaid, 
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parlies  hereto  estiinate  to  be  and  fix  at  two  thousand  three 
hundred  hours,)  then,  in  that  case,  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part  shall  be  entitled  to  claim,  and  receive  for  such 
additional  number  of  hours,  during  which  the  public  lamps, 
or  a  portion  of  them,  in  the  district  aforesaid,  are  kept  burn- 
ing in  accordance  with  such  direction  of  the  said  parties  of 
the  first  part,  an  additional  compensation,  equivalent  to  a 
pro  rata  increase  of  the  compensation  hereinbefore  allow- 
ed, proportioned  to  the  increased  number  of  hours  beyond 
the  said  average  number. 

The  burners  in  the  public  lamps  shall  be  equal  to  those 
heretofore  used  in  the  city  of  New  York,  equal  to  an  average 
consumption  of  three  cubic  feet  per  hour.  And  it  is  fur- 
ther agreed,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  shall 
furnish,  at  their  own  expense  the  necessary  conductors,  of 
metal,  of  suficient  capacity,  to  the  lamp  posts  of  such  pub- 
lic lamps,  as  they  may  be  required  to  supply  with  gas  and 
light  as  aforesaid.  The  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  also 
fit  up  the  said  public  lamps,  and  shall  receive  as  compen- 
sation therefor  the  sum  of  five  dollars  for  each  lamp  so 
fitted  up.  It  is  agreed,  however,  that  the  costs  of  the  posts, 
lanterns  and  repairs  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  the  said  par- 
ties of  the  first  part;  and  it  is  fnrthet  agreed,  that  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part  shall  have  the  right  to  lay 
pipes  at  any  time  within  the  said  district,  upon  giving  forty- 
dght  hours'  notice  to  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  to 
the  Street  Commissioner,  of  their  intention  to  break  up  or 
open  any  street,  avenue  or  public  place,  or  part  thereof,  or 
to  remove  any  part  of  the  pavement  thereof,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  or  repairing  the  pipes  to  conduct  the  said 
gas ;  and  that  they  will  replace  the  earth  which  they  re- 
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move  in  so  doing,  before  sunset  of  the  day  in  which  suck 
opening  shall  be  made,  and  that  they  will  replace  the  pave- 
ment, and  repave  and  repair  the  same,  in  such  reasonable 
time  and  manner  as  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  their 
Street  Cpmmissioner  may  direct,  and  in  as  good  and  firm  a 
manner  as  such  street,  avenue  or  public  places  or  parts 
thereof  were  in  before  being  broken  up  for  the   purpose 
aforesaid.     Also,  that  all  such  repairs  as  shall  at  any  time 
become  necessary,  by  reason  of  laying  the  said  pipe,  or  con- 
ductors, shall  be  made  and  done  by  said  parties  of  the  sec- 
ond part,  at  their  own  cost  and  expense.     Also,   that  no 
such  street,  avenue  or  public  place,  or  part  thereof,  shall  be 
so  broken  up  or  opened,  or  the  pavement  thereof  removed, 
or  shall  be  again  filled  up  or  repaved,  except  under  the  di- 
rection and  supervision  of  a  competent  person,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  Street  Commissioner  ;  but  the  said  par- 
ties of  the  second  part  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  any 
sum  to  any  party  or  parties,  for  the  inspection  of  any  pave- 
ment which  they  may  have  occasion  to  replace.     And  it  is 
further  agreed,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  shall 
and  will  so  conduct  the  manufactory  or  manufactories  of 
gas,  as  not  to  create  a  nuisance,  and  that  they  will  in  all 
things  be  governed  by  such  reasonable  and  necessary  rules 
and  regulations,  as  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  their 
successors  may  from  time  to  time  pass,  ordain  and  establish 
relative  to  the  opening  of  such  streets,  avenues  or  public 
places,  or  parts  thereof,  and  laying  down  the  pipes  and  con- 
ductors aforesaid.     And  it  is  hereby  expressly  provided,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  or  deemed  as 
granting  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  any  sole  or 
exclusive  right  or  privilege,  or  as  preventing  the  said  par- 
ties of  the  first  part  from  granting  the  like  privileges  as  are 
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hereby  given  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  to  any 
other  company,  persons  or  parties  whatsoever,  or  as  pre- 
venting any  person  or  persons,  residing  in,  or  adjacent  or 
near  to  any  of  the  said  streets,  avenues  or  pubhc  places,  or 
parts  thereof,  lying  north  of  the  line  hereinbefore  first  men- 
tioned, from  erecting,  in  or  upon  his  or  their  own  premises 
any  building  or  apparatus,  to  light  with  gas,  his  or  their 
own  house,  store  or  manufactory  or  premises.  And  it  is 
further  covenanted  and  agreed  by  and  on  the  part  of  the 
said  parties  of  the  first  part,,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
and  their  successors,  shall  and  will  pass  all  needful  ordi- 
nances, which  shall  be  necessary  to  protect  the  interests  of 
the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  which  of  right  ought 
to  be  passed  for  that  purpose. 

And  it  is  further  provided,  and  these  presents  are  upon 
the  express  condition,  that  if  the  said  parties  of  the  second 
part)  or  their  successors,  shall  not  w^ell  and  truly  observe, 
perform  and  fulfill,  and  keep  all  and  singular  the  covenants 
and  conditions  hereinbefore  contained,  on  their  part  and  be- 
half to  be  observed,  performed,  fulfilled  and  kept  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents,  then,  and 
in  that  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  parties 
of  the  first  part,  by  a  resolution  or  order,  to  be  passed  in 
Common  Council,  to  annul  and  vacate  this  grant,  and 
thereupon  the  premises  hereby  demised,  shall  be  revested 
in  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  their  successors,  as 
fully  and  completely  as  if  this  indenture  had  never  been 
executed. 

In  witness  whereof,  to  one  part  of  this  indenture,  remain- 
ing with  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  the  said  parties  of 
the  second  part  have  caused  the  common  seal  of  the  said  the 
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Manhattan  Gras  Light  Company  to  be  affixed,  and  to  the 
other  part  thereof,  remaining  with  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part,  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  have  caused 
the  common  seal  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  be  affixed,  the 
day  and  jrear  above  written. 

Signed : 

[l.  8.]  W.  V.  BRADY,  Mayor. 

By  the  Common  Council : 

Signed : 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Ckrk  C.  C. 

To  the  counterpart  held  by  the  Corporation  of  the  city 
is  attached  the  common  seal  of  the  Manhattan  Gas  Light 
Company,  verified  by  the  signatures  respectively  of  the 
President, 

DAVID  C.  COLDEN, 
And  Secretary,  S.  H.  Howard. 


* 
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BOARD   OF   ALDEEMEN, 


FEBRUARY  11,  1860. 


The  following  report  of  the  FiDance  Committee,  establish- 
ing the  water  rents,  with  an  ordinance  therefor,  was  re- 
ceived, laid  on  the  table,  and  double  the  usual  number 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  of  th^  Board  of  Aldermen, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  prefixed  ^'  Report  of  the  Croton 
Aqueduct  Department,  with  an  apportionment  of  water 
rents  and  statistical  tables,"  beg  leave  respectfully  to 

REPORT : 

That  by  the  18th  section  of  the  law  creating  the  depart* 
ment,  passed  by  the  State  Legislature,  April  11th,  1849^ 
it  is  provided , 


Doe.  No.  14.)  266 

^^  That  the  Common  Council  may,  by  ordinance,  estab- 
lish a  scale  of  annual  rents  for  the  supply  of  Croton  water, 
to  be  called  the '  regular  rents,'  and  apportioned  to  different 
classes  of  buildings  in  said  city  in  reference  to  their  dimen- 
sions, values,  ^xposur^  to  fires,  ordinary  uses  for  dwellings, 
stores,  shops,  private  staLIes,  and  other  common  purposes, 
number  of  families  or  occupants,  or  consumption  of  water, 
as  near  as  may  be  practicable,  and  alter,  amend  and  increase 
such  scale,  from  time  to  time,  and  extend  it  to  other  de- 
scriptions of  buildings  and  establishments.  Such  regular 
rents  when  so  established,  shall  be  collected  from  the 
owners  or  occupants  of  all  such  buildings  respectively, 
which  shall  be  situated  upon  any  street  or  avenue  in  said 
city,  in  which  the  distributing  water  pipes  are  or  may  be 
laid  and  from  which  they  can  be  supplied  with  water  ;  said 
^  regular  rents'  shall  become  a  charge  and  lien  upon  sudi 
houses  and  lots  respectively,  as  herein  provided." 

By  the  19th  section  of  the  law,  it  is  provided,  "  That 
hotels,  factories,  stables,  livery  stables,  and  other  buildings, 
and  establishments  which  consume  extra  quantities  of  water; 
may,  in  addition  to  the  regular  rates,  be  charged  with  addi- 
tional rents,  to  be  called  the  ^  extra  rents.' " 

Yonr  Committee  have  given  a  full  and  careful  examiiii- 
ation  of  the  matter  presented  in  the  report  of  the  depmrC^ 
ment,  together  with  the  various  tables  annexed  thereto, 
and  are  fully  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  scale  of 
rents  marked  F,  and  accompanying  said  report,  is  the  one 
bgtt  calctdated  to  equalidse  tb&  proportions  to  be  pa!id,  wt)ill» 
the  amount  of  revenue,  to  be  disrived  from  it»  adoption* 
will,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  meet  tbe  itilfcretl- 
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anDoally  accruing  on  the'  water  bonds,  and  one  that  will 
retieve  the  real  estate  from  assessments  specinlly  levied  to 
defray  the  deficiency  arising  from  the  insuHkicnt  revenue 
froin  the  sale  of  the  water.  They  therefore  recommend 
its  adoption. 

Tour  Committee  also  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
scale,  as  found  in  table  G,  and  annexed  to  the  report  as 
adapted  to  the  ^^  extra  rents,''  the  rates  levied  by  which 
are  those  which  have  heretofore  been  collected  by  the  de- 
partment, amended  in  such  manner  as  will  meet  some  of 
the  subjects,  which  have  given  rise  to  controversy  between 
the  department  and  the  consumer. 

Tour  Committee  in  conclusion,  beg  leave  herewith  to 
present  for  adoption  an  Ordinance,  establishing  the  rates, 
as  recommended  by  them. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


JOS.  BRITTON, 


Committee  on  Finana 


EZRA  SMITH,         I  of  the 

JAMES  M.  BARD,      Board  of  JUdemmH. 


Vem  Tork>  Feb.  4th,  1850. 
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AN  ORDINANCE, 

* 

ESTABLISHING  A  SCALE  OF   WAT£R   RENTS   FOR   THE   CROTOBT 

AQUEDUCT   DEPARTMENT. 

I 

Tke  Mayor  J  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  qfJfew 
York)  in  Comm^on  Council  convened^  do  ordain — 

That  the  annual  regular  rents  to  be  collected  by  the 
Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 

On  all  tenements  coming  wilhin  the  provisions  of  the  law 
of  April  11th,  1849,  having  a  front  width  of  eighteen  feet 
and  under,  and  of  not  more  than  one  story  high,  the  sum 
of  six  dollars  ;  of  not  more  than  two  stories  high,  the  sum 
of  seven  dollars  ;  of  not  more  than  three  stories  high,  the 
sum  of  nine  dollars ;  of  not  more  than  four  stories  high,  the 
sum  of  ten  dollars ;  and  of  five  stories  high  and  over,  the 
sum  of  eleven  dollars. 

On  all  tenements  having  a  front  width  of  not  more  than 
twenty  feet  and  over  eighteen,  and  of  not  more  than  one 
story  high,  the  sum  of  nine  dollars ;  of  not  more  than  two 
stories  high,  the  sum  of  eleven  dollars ;  of  not  more  than 
three  stories  high,  the  sum  of  thirteen  dollars ;  of  not  more 
than  four  stories  high,  the  sum  of  fourteen  dollars ;  and  of 
five  stories  high  and  over,  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars. 

On  all  tenements  having  a  front  width  of  not  more  than 
twenty- two  feet  six  inches  and  over  twenty  feet,  and  of  not 
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more  than  one  story  high,  the  sum  of  twelve  dollars ;  of 
not  more  than  two  stories  high,  the  surn  of  thirteen  dollars ; 
of  not  more  than  three  stories  high,  the  sum  of  fourteen 
dollars ;  of  not  more  than  four  stories  high,  the  sum  of  fif- 
teen dollars  ;  and  of  five  stories  high  and  over,  the  sum  of 
sixteen  dollars. 

On  all  tenements  having  a  front  width  of  not  more  than 
twenty- five  feet  and  over  twenty-two  feet  and  six  inches, 
and  of  not  more  than  one  story  high,  the  sum  of  thirteen 
dollars ;  of  not  more  than  two  stories  high,  the  sum  of 
fourteen  dollars ;  of  not  more  than  three  stories  high,  the 
sum  of  sixteen  dollars ;  of  not  more  than  four  stories  high, 
the  sum  of  eighteen  dollars  ;  and  of  five  stories  high  and 
over,  the  sum  of  nineteen  dollars. 

On  all  tenements  having  a  front  width  of  not  more  than 
thirty  feet  and  over  twenty-five  feet,  and  of  not  more  than 
one  story  high,  the  sum  of  sixteen  dollars ;  of  not  more 
than  two  stories  high,  the  sum  of  seventeen  dollars;  of  not 
more  than  three  stories  high,  the  sum  of  eighteen  dollars ; 
of  not  more  than  four  stories  high,  the  sum  of  nineteen  dol- 
lars ;  and  of  five  stories  and  over,  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars. 

On  all  tenements  having  a  front  width  of  not  more  than 
thirty-seven  and  a  half  feet  and  over  thirty  feet,  and  of  not 
more  than  one  story  high,  the  sum  of  eighteen  dollars ;  of 
not  more  than  two  stories  high,  the  sum  of  twenty-two 
dollars;  of  not  more  than  three  stories  high,  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars ;  of  not  more  than  four  stories  high, 
the  sum  of  twenty-eight  dollars ;  and  of  five  stories  and 
over,  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars. 
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• 
Oa  ail  tenements  having  a  front  width  of   not  more 

than  fifty  feet  and  over  thirty -seven  feet  six  inches,  of  not 

more  than  one  story  high,  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars ;  and 

of  not  more  than  two  stories  high,  the  sum  of  twenty ^fiTe 

dollars ;  of  not  more  than  three  stories  <high,  the  sum  of 

thirty  dollars  ;  of  not  more  than  four  stories  high,  the  sum 

of  thirty-five  dollars,  and  of  five  stories  high  and  over,  the 

sum  of  forty  dollars. 

The  rent  of  all  tenements  which  shall  exceed  in  width 
fifty  feet,  shall  be  the  subjects  of  special  contract  with  thi^ , 
Croton  Aqueduct  Board : 

Anddo  further  ordain :  That  the  extra  and  miscellaneouf 
rates  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 

PaiTATE  Stables — Where  two  stalls  are  ordinarily  uaedy 
t^ere  shall  be  charged  the  sum  of  eight  dollars  par  anamn, 
^d  for  each  additional  stall  the  sum  of  two  doUarv. 

LiYERT  Stables — For  each  horse  up  to,  and  not  exceed- 
£ng  fifty  in  number,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  each  per  an- 
num, and  for  each  additional  horse  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

« 

Omnibus  Stables — For  each  horse  up  to,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  in  number,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  each  per  annum,  and  for  every  additional  horse  the 
sum  of  one  dollar. 

Cow  Stablesi— For  each  cow  up  to  and  not  exceeding 
ten  in  number,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  per  annum;  fm 
^ach  additional  cow  exceeding  ten  and  not  exceeding  twm- 
ty,  each  seventy-five  cents,  and  for  each  cow  exceedmg 
twenty,  the  sum  of  fifty -cent& 
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BtAXr^itttk  Houses  shall  be  chaiited  at  the  ratel  of  from 
ten  to  twenty  dollars  per  annum,  each. 

Steam  Ekgines  shall  be  charged  by  the  horse  power, 
as  follows  :  for  eaoh  horse  power  not  exceeding  ten,  ten 
dollars ;  over  ten  and  up  to  fifteen,  seven  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  each;  and  for  each  over  fifteen  the  sum  of  five 
dollars. 

PaiHTiNG  Offices  shall  be  charged  at  the  rate  of  from 
ten  to  forty  dollars  each. 

BoA&t>iNO  Schools  shall  be  charged  at  the  rate  of  from 
fifteen  to  fifty  dollars  each  ;  and  School  houses  at  the  rate 
Of  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars  each,  per  annum. 

H0TBL8  AND  B0A&DIN6  Houses  shall,  in  addition  to  th^ 
regular  rate  for  private  families,  be  charged  for  eaoh  lodg- 
ing room,  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

Po&TER  Houses,  Taverns  and  GaocEaisi»  shcdl  be' 
charged  an  extra  rate  of  from  three  to  thirty  dollars. 

RsrECTORiEff  shall  be  charged  according  to  their  average 
of  customers  per  day ;  for  each  customer  the  sum  of  twenty 
cents  per  annum. 

Baths  in  hotels,  boarding  houses  and  public  bathing 
establishments,  and  exceeding  one  in  private  families, 
shall  be  charged  for  each  tub  per  annutti,  the  sum  of  five 
dollars. 

Water  Closets — f^or  every  closet  beyond  one,  the  sum 
of  foar  dollars  per  annum,  each. 
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Stbeet  Wa8H£RS — For  each  street  waiher  on  the  fide- 
walk,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  annum. 

Bakeries — For  the  average  daily  use  of  flour,  for  each 
barrel  the  sum  of  three  dollars  per  annum. 

Dwelling  Houses,  with  extensive  workshops  attached, 
and  large  stores  and  warehouses,  shall  be  subjects  of  fllpe- 
cial  agreement. 

Distilleries,  Breweries,  Marble  and  Stone  Cutting 
Establishments,  Soap  and  Candle  Factories,  Sugar 
Houses,  Dyers,  Morocco  Dressers,  Tanners  and  Cur- 
riers, and  all  manufacturing  and  other  business  requiring' 
a  large  supply  of  water,  are  to  be  charged  tlierefor,  per 
one  hundred  gallons,  on  the  average  estimated  quantity 
used  during  the  year ;  the  year  to  be  estimated  at  three 
hundred  days,  as  follows  r 

When  the  quantity  used  averages  two  hundred  gallons 
per  day,  or  less,  at^the  rate  of  five  cents  per  one  hundred 
gallons. 

When  the  quantity  used  averages  from  two  hundred  to 
three  hundred  gallons  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  four  .cents 
per  one  hundred  gallons. 

When  the  quantity  used,  averages  from  three  hundred 
to  one  thousand  gallons  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  three  and 
a  half  cents  per  one  hundred  gallons. 

When  the  quantity  used,  averages  from  one  thousand 
to  two  thousand  gallons  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  three  cents 
per  one  hundred  gallons. 
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When  the  quantity  tised,  averages  from  two  thousand  to 
(en  thousand  gallons  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  two  cents  per 
one  hundred  gallons. 

When  the  quantity  used  exceeds  ten  thousand  gallons 
per  day,  the  price  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Croton  Aqueduct 
Board,  but  in  no  case  at  less  than  one  cent  per  one  liun- 
dred  gallons. 

Building  Purposes — For  each  one  thousand  bricks  laid, 
the  sum  of  ten  cents  per  thousand. 

FouiTTAiirs,  ordinarily  used  three  hours  each  day — forli 
period  of  not  more  than  four  months  in  the  year,  shall  h^ 
dmrged  as  follows :  a  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  jet,  thA 
sum  of  seyen  dollars  per  annum  ;  for  a  one-eighth  of  kik 
meh  jet,  the  turn  of  fifteen  dollars  per  annum  $  for  a  on^- 
quarter  of  an  inch  jet,  the  sntn  of  forty  dollars  per  annbdd  } 
for  la  otoe-balf  of  an  inch  jet,  the  sum  &f  ninety  doltarl 
per  annum ;  for  a  three-quarter  inch  jet,  the  lutn  olf 
one  btmdred  and  fifty  ddlars  per  annum  ,  and  for  a  one 
inch  jet,  the  sum  of  tWo  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

No  fountain  shall  be  permitted  in  any  premises  where 
the  water  is  not  taken  for  other  purposes,  and  to  ati  ektetot 
soficient  for  those  purposes,  and  if  the  water  from  the  jet 
or  fountain,  be  permitted  to  flow  into  premised  adjacent  toy 
or  in  the  neighborhood,  where  it  may  be  used  for  other 
pnrpoiea,  this  supply  shall  be  stopped  and  the  amount  for- 
feited. ^ 

LicEKCEs  FOR  SPRINKLING  STREETS,  and  matters  not 
herein  before  embraced,  are  reserved  for  special  contract, 
by  and  with  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department. 
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and  establishments  which  consume  extra  quanties  of  water, 
may,  in  addition  to  the  ^  regular  rents/  be  charged  with 
additional  rents,  to  be  called  ^  extra  rents.' '' 

In  pursuance  of  these  legal  enactments,  the  Common 
Council  by  ordinance  directed  that  ^^  an  enumeration  and 
classification  of  the  buildings  within  the  water  district,  in 
such  tabular  form  as  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Board  shall  pre- 
scribe, shall  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Aldermen 
and  Assistant  Aldermen  of  the  respective  wards." 

The  tabular  forms  referred  to  in  the  ordinance,  having 
been  arranged  by  this  Board,  and  Ward  books  prepared 
coder  its  direction,  they  were  delivered  early  in  the  month 
of  September  to  the  several  persons  appointed  by  the  Al* 
dermen  and  Assistant  Aldermen  of  the  respective  wards, 
to  eolleet  the  statistics  contemplated  by  the  statute. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Asiatic  cholera,  a  laige  num- 
ber of  dwellings  in  all  parts  of  the  city  were  found  closed^ 
and  great  difficulty  experienced  in  acquiring  the  desired 
information,  especially  in  regard  to  the  number  of  fami- 
lies occupying  a  house,  and  the  number  of  its  inhabitants 
— ^in  these  particulars  the  tables  are  so  defective  as  to  de- 
stroy all  confidence  in  the  aggregate  results.  The  num- 
ber of  buildings,  their  width  in  front,  height  and  mode  of 
constrnction,  were  more  readily  attainable,  and  these  with- 
in the  water  district,  have  been  returned  with  as  much  par- 
ticnlarity  and  accuracy,  as  under  the  circumstances  could 
be  reasonably  expected. 

These  ward  statistics  (which  were  not  all  received  till 
in  the  month  of  December)  were  necessarily  taken  by 
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suit  if,  that  no  sufi\cieDt  reason  is  discovered  calling  for  a 
depariuie  from  the  mode  hitherto  pursued,  namely,  of  as* 
sessing  the  rents  upon  the  size  of  the  house,  its  width  in 
front,  and  its  height,  being  the  bases  of  apportionment. 

Fortunately  the  tables  (though  very  defective)  will  per- 
mit the  adoption  of  this  principle,  and  produce  a  result  of 
greater  uniformity  of  burthens  to  tax-payers,  than  if  value 
and  population,  one  or  both  were  assumed,  as  in  these 
particnlars,  for  causes  before  alluded  to,  they  are  not  reliable. 

The  nnmber  of  buildings,  the  kind  of  business  pursued 
in  d^m,  manufactories,  steam-engines,  &c.,  as  returned, 
upon  which  ^' extra  rents"  may  be  charged,  is  shown  in 
table  B,  at  the  foot  of  which  is  the  estimated  gross  sum  to 
be  received  from  these,  and  other  sources. 

il^  examination  of  this  table  will  exhibit*  convinciBp 
dfideace  >of  the  gross  negligence  witb  which  many  of  the 
n^lid^  were  canvassed ;  not  a  boarding  house  is  returned- 
fiM^ibe  jSecond,  Teath,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth, 
Sftyenteenth  or  Eighteenth  Wards.  The  Eleventh  Ward 
i^i  witjhout  a  sljEtughter-house,  and  but  nineteen  hundred 
and  seventy-six  bar-rooms  are  set  down  to  represent  the 
tlfr^ee  thousand  licenses  taken,  out  and  paid  for!  It  is  no 
doubt ^eatly  deficient  of  the  true  numbers  in  ^very  col- 
umn, and.  the  department  is  left  to  supply  these  omissiona 
by  the  slow  and  uncertain  process  of  drawing  out  .tbe  iq-f 
quired  information  from  the  parties  themselves,  as  they 
successively  come  to  pay  their  annual  rents. 

Id  the. annual  report  recently  laid  before  the  Comtnon- 
tllonncil,  this  department  referred. to  the  manner  in  which' 
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Shoald  the  Common  Council  determine  to  fix  the  rates 
at  a  standard  high  enough  to  meet  the  whole  interest  on 
the  water  debt,  the  apportionment  made  in  table  Ey 
woald  very  nearly  effect'it ;  but  as  this  would  exempt  the 
taxable  personal  estate  of  the  city  from  bearing  its  pro- 
portion of  the  burthen,  the  principle  is  deemed  to  be  in- 
admissible. 

The  ^*  regular  rents"  charged  in  table  F,  are  so  gradua- 
ted, that  if  the  present  water  tax  on  personal  estate  be 
continued^  and  the  sum  estimated  to  be  derived  from 
^  extra  rents"  be  added,  the  income  from  the  whole,  will,  if 
collected,  meet  the  annual  interest  above  given. 

In  compiling  the  table  last  referred  to,  and  to  which  this 
department  would  especially  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
inoii  Council,  particular  regard  has  been  had  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  more  humble  classes,  by  keeping  the  charges 
upon  buildings  usually  occupied  by  them,  at  the  lowest 
possible  point,  while  the  necessary  advance  required  to 
produce  the  aggregate,  is  placed  upon  erections  of  more 
imposing  character,  and  involving  increased  cost  in  their 
construction.  So  also,  in  the  *'  extra  rents,"  and  miscel- 
laneous rates  shgwn  in  schedule  G,  the  department  has 
sought  to  encourage  the  pursuits  of  industry,  and  to  aid  in 
the  introduction  and  extension  of  manufactures,  by  ioL. 
posing  the  lowest  practicable  charges  upon  them,  while 
articles  of  luxury  hitherto  omitted,  have  been  brought  in 
as  subjects  of  legitimate  revenue. 

The  annual  income  which  ought  to  be  credited  to  the 
department,  has  been  essentially  diminished  by  gratuitous 
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the  department,  for  a  time  at  least,  to  designate  each  par- 
ticular piece  of  property  charged  with  water  rents  with 
considerable  certainty.  Changes  which  are  constantly 
takin|^  place  and  the  frequent  subdivision  of  lots  w.ill, 
however,  in  a  few  years  render  these  nearly  useless. 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  collection  of  the  ^^  regular 
rents"  for  the  first  year  will  reach  the  amount  shown  ia 
table  F  ;  the  anticipated  errors,  above  alluded  to,  will  tend 
to  lessen  them,  and  the  reluctance  with  which  parties  com- 
municate the  desired  information  of  the  internal  arrange- 
ments of  their  dwellings,  of  hotels,  manufactories,  &c.  will 
Tery  possibly  prevent  the  extra  and  miscellaneous  rates- 
from  reaching  the  estimate. 

The  whole  subject  is  one  of  legislation,  and  therefore 
belongs  exclusive  to  the  Common  Council ; — any,  and  all 
ordinances  passed  ^upon  the  subject  will  be  executed  by 
this  department  to  the  extent  of  its  powers. 

The  new  rates  being  a  direct  charge  upon  the  real  estate,^ 
owners  and  tenants  are  alike  interested  to  have  them  ascer- 
tained and  promulgated  at  the  earliest  practicable  period, 
as  the  annual  lettings  are  usually  made  in  the  first  week  of 
February. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NICHOLAS  DEAN,  President. 

Croton  Aqueduct  Department, 
January,  1860. 
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TABLE    C. 


18  feet  and  under. 

751 

1  Slory 

at   $5 

3,755 

3,380 

2    ' 

"       6 

20,280 

1,774 

3    ' 

"       7 

12,418 

1 

479 

•4    ' 

"      8 

3,832 

83 

5     ' 

, 

"       9 

747 

18  to  20  feet, 

228 

1     ' 

"       7 

1,598 

2,885 

2    ' 

1 

"      8 

23,080 

2,601 

3    ' 

"      9 

23,409 

844 

4    ♦ 

"     10 

8,440 

105 

5    ' 

"     11 

1,155 

20  to  22i  feetf... 

230 

1     ' 

1 

"      8 

1,840 

3,979 

2    ' 

"      9 

35,811 

2,478 

3     • 

«     10 

24,780 

749 

4    ' 

"     11 

8,239 

1 

143 

5    ' 

1 

"     12 

1,716 

22J  to  26  feet,... 

407 

1     ' 

"     10 

4,670 

I 

4,330 

2    ' 

"     11 

47,630 

4,325 

3     ' 

•         1 

"     12 

51,900 

1,669 

4    ' 

^         1 

"     13 

21,697 

316 

5    ' 

"     14 

4,424 

25  to  30  feet,.... 

181 

1     ' 

"     11 

1,991 

994 

2    ' 

"     12 

11,928 

1,260 

3     ' 

"     13 

16,380 

681 

4    ' 

"     14 

j        9,534 

160 

5    ' 

"     15 

2,400 

30  to  37^  feet, . . . 

77 

•  1     ' 

"     13 

1,001 

280 

2    ' 

"     14 

3,920 

258 

3    ' 

"     15 

3,870 

190 

4    * 

"     16 

3,040 

58 

5    ' 

u     17 

986 

37|  to  50  feet, . . . 

113 

1     ♦ 

"     17 

1,921 

314 

2    ♦ 

"     18 

3,852 

169 

3     ' 

"     19 

3,211 

149 

4    ' 

"    20 

2,980 

1 

b7 

5    ' 

"     21 

1,197 

1369,632 
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TABLE    D. 


18  feet  and  under, 

751 

1  Story 

at  |2 

1,502 

3,380 

2    « 

"      3 

10,140 

1,774 

3    « 

"      4 

7,096 

479 

4    « 

"      5 

2,395 

1 

83 

5    " 

«      6 

498 

18  to  20  feet,.... 

228 

1     " 

"      3 

684 

2,886 

2    « 

"      4 

11,540 

2,601 

3    " 

"      5 

13,005 

844 

4    « 

"      6 

4,220 

105 

5    « 

«      6 

630 

80  to  22^  feet,... 

230 

1     " 

"      4 

920 

3,979 

2    « 

«      5 

19,895 

2,478 

3     « 

«      6 

14,868 

749 

4    " 

"      7 

5,243 

143 

5    « 

"      8 

1,144 

S2|  to26  feet,... 

407 

1    « 

"      6 

2,802 

4,330 

2    « 

«      7 

30,310 

4,325 

3     « 

"      8 

34,600 

1,669 

4    « 

«      9 

15,020 

316 

5    « 

"     10 

3,160 

25  to  30  feet, 

181 

1     " 

"      8 

1,448 

994 

2    " 

"     10 

9,940 

1,260 

3     " 

"     12 

15,120 

681 

4    « 

"     14 

9,534 

160 

5    " 

"     16 

2,560 

30  to  37 i  feet, . . . 

77 

1     " 

"     12 

924 

280 

2    « 

"     14 

3,920 

258 

3     " 

"     16 

4,128 

190 

4    « 

"     18 

3,420 

68 

5    " 

"    20 

1,160 

374  to  50  feet,. . . . 

113 

1     " 

"    20 

2,256 

214 

2    " 

"    30 

6,420 

169 

3    " 

"    40 

6,760 

149 

4    " 

"    50 

7,450 

57 

5    " 

"     60 

3,420 

1258,137 

Doc.  No.  14.) 


286 


TABLE    E. 


18  feet  and  under, 


18  to  20  feet^ 


20  to  22|  feet, .  • . 


224  to  25  fetet,.«. 


26  io  30  feet,. 


30  to  37|  feet, . 


37j  to  50  feet,. . « • 


751 

1  Story 

at  $8 

3,380 

2  " 

«   9 

1,774 

3  " 

"  10 

479 

4  « 

"  11 

83 

5  « 

"  12 

228 

1  " 

«  13 

2,885 

2  « 

«  14 

2,601 

3  « 

«  15 

844 

4  " 

"  16 

105 

6  « 

«  17 

230 

1  « 

«  14 

3,979 

2  « 

«  15 

2,478 

3  *' 

«  16 

749 

4  « 

"  17 

143 

6  '« 

"  18 

466 

1  « 

."  15 

4,330 

2  « 

"  16 

4,325 ; 

3  " 

"  17 

1,669 

4  « 

«  18 

316 

5  « 

"  19 

181 

1  « 

«  16 

994 

2  « 

a  17 

1,260 

3  " 

"  18 

681  1 

4  " 

"  19 

160 

5  « 

"  20 

77 

1  " 

"  18 

280 

2  « 

"  22 

258 

3  " 

"  25 

190 

4  « 

"  28 

58 

5  " 

"  30 

113 

1  '< 

«  20 

214 

2  « 

"  26 

169 

3  " 

"  30 

149 

4  « 

"  35 

57 

1 

i 

5  " 

"  40 

6,008 

30,420 

11,740 

5,269 

996 

2,964 

40,390 

39,015 

13,504 

1,785 

3,220 

59,685 

39,648 

12,733 

2,674 

7,005 

69,2801 

73,525 

30,042 

6,004 

2,896 

16,898 

22,680 

12,939 

3,200 

1,386 

6,160 

6,450 

5,320 

1,740 

2,260 

6,350 

5,070 

5,215 

2,280 


$562,651 
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TABLE   F. 


18 to 20 feet,.  ... 


90to  22^  feet,... 


821  to  25  feet, 


I 


18  feet  and  unden     751 

3,380 

1,774 

479 

83 

228 

2,885 

2,601 

8l4 

105 

230 

3,979 

5,478 

749 

143 

467 

4,330 

4,326 

1,669 

316 

181 

994 

1,260 

681 

160 

77 

280 

258 

190 

;    58 

37^ to  50  feet,... I     113 

214 

169 

149 

57 


S5  to  30  feet,. 


30  to  37^  feet,. . . . 


1  Story  at  |6 

2  «  "7 

3  «  "9 

4  «  "  10 

5  «  "  11 

1  "  "9 

2  «  "  11 

3  "  "  13 

4  «  «  14 

5  «  «  15 

1  «  «  12 

2  "  «  13 

3  "  «  14 

4  «*  «  15 

5  "  "  16 

1  «  «  13 

2  «  "  14 

3  «  «  16 

4  "  «  18 

5  "  '<  19 

1  "  «  16 

2  "  "  17 

3  "  "  18 

4  »  "  19 

5  "  «  20 

1  "  "  18 

2  "  "  22 

3  "  "  25 

4  "  "  28 

5  "  "  30 

1  «  «  20 

2  «  ««  25 

3  «  "  30J 

4  «  "  35 

5  "  "40 


II     .'  1 1  i  I  i 


4,500 

23,660 

15^66 

4,790 

913 

2,052 

31,735 

33,813 

11,816 

1,575 

2,760 

51,727 

34,692 

11,235 

3,288 

e,071 

60,620 

69,200 

40,042 

6,004 

2,896 

16,898 

22,680 

12,939 

3,200 

1,386 

6,160 

6,460 

6,320 

1,740 

'2,260 

6,350 1 

5^070 

5,215 

2,280 


9505,303 


UlAJ- 
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TABLE  G. 

KZTRA  mSNTS  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  RATES. 


Pritate  Stables,  two  stalls,  ordinarily  used, $8  00 

each  stall  more  than  one 2  00 

n 

LiYSRT  Stables,  for  each  horse  up  to  fifty 2  00 

for  every  additional  horse •  •     I  00 

Omhibus  Stables,  for  each  horse  up  to  fifty 1  60 

for  every  additional  horse 1  00 

Cow  Stables,  for  every  cow  up  to  ten,  each 1  00 

for  every  additional  cow  from  ten  to  twen- 
ty, each .« .^ 0  75 

"  **  "    above  twenty,  each        60 

Si^ucBTER  Houses, '. $10  to  $26 

Steam  Engines,   per   horse  power   not  exceeding 

ten each  10  00 

over  ten  and  up  to  fifteen *'       7  50 

over  fifteen "       5  00 

Printing  Offices $10  to  $40 

School  Houses 10  to    20 

Boarding  Schools 15  to    50 

Hotels  and  Boarding  Houses,  in  addition  to 
charge  for  private  families,  for  each 
lodging  room $1  00 

Porter    Houses,    Taverns   and   Groceries, 

extra ••    83  to  $30 

• 

'Refectories,  average  of  customers  per  day, 

each  per  annum •  •  • 20  ets* 

4 


PER.  Aim. 

$7  00 

16  00 

40  00 

90  00 

150  00 

200  00 
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Fountains,  to  be  used  three  hours  each  day  for 
four  months  of  the  year  : 

A  jet  of  tV  of  an  inch  delivers     38  galls,  per  hour 
*<      1  a  a  207     **  *' 

«       1  a  u  364     a  a 

a      1  a  a         jqIS     "  " 

«       I  «  "         2010     *^  " 

**      1  inch  "        3040    "  « 

No  fountain  will  be  permitted  in  any  premises  where  the 
water  is  not  taken  for  other  purposes,  and  to  an  extent  suf- 
ficient for  those  purposes  ;  and  if  the  water  from  the  jet  or 
fountain  be  permitted  to  flow  into  premises  adjacent  to,  or 
in  the  neighborhood  where  it  may  be  used  for  other  pur- 
poses, the  supply  will  be  stopped,  and  .the  fi:mount  forfeited. 

LicxiiSES  FOR  Sprinkling  Streets,  and  matters  not  herein 
before  embraced,  are  reserved  for  special  contract, 
by  and  with  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department* 


/ 


/ 


DOCVnENT    No.    Iff. 


BOABD   OF   ALDEBMEN, 


FEBRUARY  11, 1850. 


The  following:  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinancesy 
recommending  a  repeal  of  certain  sections  of  the  ordi- 
nances in  regard  to  the  recording  of  assessments,  with 
resolutions  providing  therefor,  was  received,  laid  on  the 
table^  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  : 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  which  was  referred 
the  annexed  communication  from  the  Street  Commissioner, 
in  relation  to  the  Records  of  Assessments  kept  in  the 
Street  Department,  respectfully 
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REPORT : 

That  they  halKelmade  t  cattYiM  'AHlniMtimi  tiT  ihe  impor- 
taDt  subject  referred,  and  they  unite  in  opinion  with  the 
Street  Commissioner,  as  expressed  in  his  communication, 
of  the  absence  of  any  necessity  for  providing  any  additional 
form  of  records  than  those  now  existing  in  the  department, 
andMi^  MccVfiiUj^lyis^bmh  the  tfdliowifi^  neftokitiMs^  re- 
pealing such  sections  of  the  ordinances  as  are  at  variance 
with  this  opinion. 

Resolved,  That  sections  numbers  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty, one  hundred  and  seventy-one,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-two,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-three,  of  the  ordi- 
nances organizing  the  Departments  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, approved  May  30,  1849,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Mesohedy  That  section  number  two  hundred  ant}  foiir  of 
the  ordinance  organizing  the  Departments  of  the  City  Giov- 
emroent,  approved  May  30, 1849,  be  and  the  same  is  Jhere- 
by  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows*: 

^^InlftieiiiiCtt'ly'upda  rcceivittg  an  assessment  list  for  col- 
lection, the  Collector  of  Assessments  shall  enter  in  books, 
to  be  provided  for  that pui^poe»,A  full  and  complete  record 
in  deiuil,  of  all  assessments  confirmed  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  or  by' the  Common  Council,  which  shall,  at  all  con- 
venient times,  be  open  to  public  inspection." 

RiBspeeffiilly  tubmitted, 

ROBT.  T.  HAWS,         i  Committee 
SAML.  DELAMATER,  }         on 
JACOB  F.  OAKLEY,     SOrdinamM. 
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StRiBT  DEPABTmcirr, 
January  26,  1850. 

To  the  Honarabk  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  Jfew  York  : 

Gentlemen  : — On  tlie  20th  March,  1845,  an  ordinance 
was  passed  by  the  Common  Council,  prescribing  a  system 
for  a  regular  and  methodical  record  of  all  assessments  laid 
upon  real  estate  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  expenses  attendant  upon  opening,  regu- 
laMg  and  paving  streets,  building  sewers,  drains  and  wells, 
erecting  pumps,  filling  in,  draining  and  fencing  lots,  build- 
ing bulkheads,  digging  out  and  deepening  slips,  or  for  any 
purpose  whatsoever. 

This  ordinance,  although  passed  nearly  five  years  ago, 
was  not  carried  into  execution,  from  a  want  of  sufficient 
help  in  the  Street  Commissioner's  Department,  to  attend  to 
its  numerous  details,  as  set  forth  at  length  in  the  ordinance 
referred  to. 

In  May  last,  when  the  ordinance  organizing  the  De- 
partments of  the  city  of  New  York,  were  adopted,  this 
ordinance  in  reference  to  a  record  of  assessments  was  in- 
cluded ;  and  the  late  Street  Commissioner,  in  accordance 
therewith,  ordered  the  making  of  a  nmp  of  the  city,  oa 
which  all  the  streets  and  avesues,  and  the  bfecki  or  sq^aiei^ 
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of  ground  betweeo  the  same,  are  to  be  deliDeated — the 
blocks  to  be  designated  by  a  distinct  number  writtea 
upon  it. 

The  ordinance  cited  provides  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Street  Commissioner  to  provide  and  keep  in  his  office 
one  or  more  books  referring  to  the  said  map,  in  which 
book  or  books,  a  proper  space  shall  be  appropriated  to  each 
and  every  of  the  blocks  or  squares  of  ground  before  men- 
tioned, which  space  so  appropriated  shall  be  marked  with 
the  number  which  designates  that  block  or  square  of  ground 
on  the  map  before  mentioned,  which  book  or  books  shall 
be  entitled  and  marked  ^^  Index  of  Assessments." 


It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  from 
time  to  time,  to  provide  and  keep  in  his  office  a  sufficient 
number  of  books  to  contain  the  condensed  lists  of  assess- 
ments described,  the  pages  of  which  books  shall  be  divided 
into  columns,  for  the  name  of  the  street  on  which  each  lot 
fronts,  the  farm,  street,  ward  and  assessment  number  of 
each  lot ;  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  assessed ;  the 
number  of  feet  and  inches  front ;  the  amount  of  the  assess- 
ment;  and  also  two  columns,  in  one  of  which  shall  be  noted 
the  times  of  payment,  and  in  theother,  the  limes  of  sale,  as 
hereinafter  directed  ;  and  such  books  shall  be  numbered, 
and  entitled  and  marked  ^'  Record  of  Assessments." 

At  present,  in  addition  to  the  original  list  filed  in  the 
department,  a  copy  is  made  and  preserved  in  a  suitable 
book,  kept  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Imposition  of  Assessments. 
A  copy  is  also  made  in  a  suitable  book,  called  the  Record 
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of  Aflsessments,  making*  in  all  three  copies  of  the  assessment 
list.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  altogether  unnecessary  to  mul- 
tiply assessment  records,  but  that  the  efforts  of  the  depart- 
ment should  be  directed  to  making  complete  such  as  we 
DOW  have  in  charge. 

Id  addition  to  the  absence  of  any  necessity  for  additional 
Records  of  Assessments,  the  production  of  such  a  record  as 
19  required  by  the  ordinance  of  1845,  would  probably  occu- 
py the  time  of  two  additional  clerks,  for  at  least  one  year, 
to  bring  the  record  up  to  the  current  business.  If  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Common  Council,  it  should  be  thought  pro- 
per to  make  the  compilation,  the  requisite  help  in  the 
department  must  be  furnished  ;  but  I  do  not  feel  authorized 
to  ask  for  any  additional  outlay  on  this  account,  believing 
the  present  records  amply  sufficient  for  all  necessary  pur- 
ses, and  would  very  respectfully  suggest  that  the  ordman.ce 
passed  March  20,  1845,  in  reference  to  assessment  records, 
be  repealed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  T.  DODGE, 
Street  Commusioner . 


Do^unu.^T   :%o.   16. 


BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  18.  1850. 


The  following  report  of  the  Coiimiiitee  on  Ordinances^ 
with  a  draft  of  an  ordinance  organizing  the  City  Inspec- 
tor's Department,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  directed 
to  be  printed,  and  made  the  special  order  for  the  next 
meeting. 

I).  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Public  Health,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  annexed  communication  of  the  City  Inspector,  in  rela- 
tion to  his  office,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  duly  considered  the  said  communication ^ 
and  from  the  examination  which  thev  have  made  in  rela- 
tioD  to  the  said  department,  they  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  said  department  requires  more  help  in  order  that  it  may 
be  rendered  as  efficient  as  the  public  interests  and  health 
requires. 
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The  duties  of  this  department  have  increased  lo  a  gieat 
degree  within  the  last  five  years,  in  consequence  of  the 
rapid  augmentation  of  our  population,  the  growth  of  the 
city,  and  the  great  amount  of  emigration  from  European 
countries,  causing  thereby  an  increase  of  the  deaths,  and 
throwing,  of  course,  upon  the  department  more  duties. 

Besides,  tlie  epidemic 'which  visited  our  city  the  last  year 
bids  fair  to  revisit  us  the  coming  season,  it  being  now  in 
fact  at  Ward's  Island  among  the  emigrants  located  there. 

It  is  due  therefore,  to  ihe  l>est  interests  of  our  city,  and 
especially  of  the  health  thereof,  that  the  City  Inspector 
should  have  every  means  placed  at  his  disposal,  for  the 
purpose  of  not  only  ascertaining  nuisances  and  other  mat- 
ters that  may  be  deemed  to  be  detrimental  to  health,  but 
lo  suppress  or  abate  the  same.  It  is  for  this  purpose  that 
the  Committee  recommend  that  the  Health  Wardens  be 
entirely  subject  to  his  orders  or  authority,  instead  of  as  at 
the  present  time  being  subject  (o  the  control  of  the  several 
captains  of  police. 

The  salary  of  the  City  Inspector  has  been  considered 
by  your  Committee,  and  they  have  concluded  from  the 
nature,  extent  and  responsibility  of  his  duties,  that  he 
should  be  placed  upon  an  equality  with  the  other  de- 
partments, in  respect  to  salary,  as  they  conceive  the  de- 
partment  of  which  he  is  the  head,  is  of  equal  importance, 
and  in  some  respects  greater,  than  otiiers  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment. 

The  present  salary  it  must  be  evident  to  all,  it  being  but 
one  thousand  dollars,  is  not  on  a  par  with  the  responsibili- 
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ties  and  importance  of  the  office.  The  whole  regulation 
of  the  city,  with  respect  to  the  suppressing  of  nuisances 
and  the  regulation  of  measures  to  ensure  its  health,  are 
properly  within  the  province  of  the  City  Inspector. 

The  Committee  have  therefore  conclued  to  recommend 
that  the  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  al  fixed 
by  the  ordinance  herewith  submitted. 

They  therefore,  submit  the  following  ordinance  embra- 
cing the  matters  referred  td",  for  adoption : 


JAMES  R.  BALL,  \   Committee  on 
JED.  MILLER.       S  Public  Health. 


AN    ORDINANCE 

TO  AMEND  TITLE  YJII.  OF  ^^  AN  OHDINANCE  ORGANIZING  THE 
DEPARTMENTS  OF  THE  MUNICIPAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  NEW  YORK,  AND  PRESCRIBING  THEIR  POWER 
AND    DUTIES,  PASSED    MAY  30,    1849. 

The  Mayor,   Aldermen  and   Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
Jfew   York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  do  ordain  as 
follows  : 

Section  I.  In  addition  to  the  clerk  authorized  by  sec- 
tion 405,  of  the  ordinance  hereby  amended,  there  shall  be 
another  clerk  in  the  City  Inspector's  Department,  and 
whose  compensation  shall  be  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  who  shall  be  denominated  the  first  clerk 
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in  the  City  Inspector's  Department,  and  who  shall  perform 
such  duties  connected  therewith,  as  may  be  directed  by  the 
City  Inspector. 

Sec.  II.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  City  Inspector  to 
appoint,  with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  one 
person  in  each  ward  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  be  known 
as  the  Ward  Health  officer  of  each  ward  respectively,  who 
shall  hold  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  City  In- 
spector, and  the  compensation  of  each  person  so  appoint- 
ed, shall  be  dollars  per  annum  ;  and  who 
shall  perform  such  duties  connected  with  the  public  health 
of  said  city,  and  such  other  duties  connected  with  such  de- 
partment,  as  may  de  directed  by  the  City  Inspector. 

Sec.  III.  The  compensation  to  be  paid  to  the  City  In- 
spector, shall  be  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, and  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  first  Monday  of 
January,  1850  ;  and  the  compensation  ot  the  second  clerk 
in  the  office  of  said  City  Inspector,  shall  be  six  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  and  to  take  effect  from  and 
after  the  first  Monday  of  Januar)',  1850. 

Sec.  IV.  This  ordinance  slall  take  effect  immediately 
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BOARD  OF   ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  18,  1860. 


The  Comniiuee  on  Police  presented  the  following  report 
^n  the  petition  of  policemen  for  an  increase  of  oompen- 
ialioii,  which  was  accepted,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  CUrk. 


The  Committee  on  Police,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  policemen  for  increase  of  compensation ;  also, 
the  accompanying  several  petitions  of  citizens  in  favor  of 
the  same  object,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  had  this  subject  under  careful  considera- 
tion, with  a  view  of  recommending  such  increase  to  the 
present  rates  now  allowed,  as  should  to  them  appear  equi- 
table and  proper. 
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at  the  tame  time,  and  are  opposed,  for  reasons  before  stated, 
of  having  two  grades  of  pay  in  the  department ;  and  fur- 
thennore,  that  if  the  same  was  established,  application 
mnsC  be  made  to  tbe  Legislature  for  permission  or  authority 
to  raise  the  sum  requisite  to  defray  the  increased  expendi- 
taie  which  would  thereby  be  incurred,  they  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition,  and  that  they  make  the  necessary  applica- 
tion to  the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  such  an  amend- 
ment to  the  present  law  as  would,  when  carried  into  opera* 
Acnky  place  the  whole  department  on  an  equality. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  respectfully  ask  to  be 
diwbarged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  several 
petitions. 

ROBT.  T.  HAWS,  >  CarnmiUee 
PATK.  KELLY,      }        on 
JAMES  E.  WOOD,  S    PoKce. 


tl 
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BOARD  OF   ALDEEMEN, 


FEBRUARY  27,  1850. 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Streets  and  Lamps^  representing  the  importance  of 
repairs  and  improvements  to  Tompkins  and  Clinton 
markets,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  leasing  Oouvemeur 
market,  and  dispensing  with  the  Clerk  thereof,  and  that 
application  be  made  to  the  Legislature  for  permission  to 
pay  the  expense  of  repairing  and  conducting  the  several 
markets  from  the  rents  and  other  receipts  from  the  same, 
&c,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  directed  to  be 
printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  CferAr. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ; 

Gentlemen  : 

Agreeable  to  the  ordinance  regulating  the  departmentr, 
requiring  reports  from  time  to  time  of  such  changes  and 
improvements,  as  the  interest  of  the  city  and  the  markets 
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tinen  should  increase,  it  would  be  well  to  discontinue  the 
clerlr  and  all  expenses,  and  let  those  who  stand  in  that 
market  regulate  and  clean  the  same."  I  am  still  of  the 
opinion  that  the  clerk  is  unnecessary,  and  would  recommend 
that  the  stalls  should  be  subject  to  a  fair  quarterly  rent  to 
tenants  who  would  take  the  charge  of  cleaning  the  market. 
The  Collector  of  the  City  Revenue  to  receive  the  rents  in 
die  same  manner  as  the  market  cellars,  which  are  now 
leased  by  him. 

I  would  again  respectfully  suggest  to  your  Honorable 
Body  to  ezamme  and  act  on  the  report  made  by  me  in 
November  last.  The  present  state  of  the  markets  require 
yoar  immediate  attention.  The  receipts  fall  far  below  the 
expenses.  This  might  be  remedied,  in  part,  by  a  tarilt  of 
prfces  on  (he  several  stalls  and  stands,  which  in  nine  ease# 
ont  of  ten,  are  below  their  value,  as  is  daily  denvonstated 
by  a  transfer  of  them  from  one  to  another,  in  which  laiffft- 
prediinms  are  often  paid ;  and  there  are  casesr  where  the 
city  have  received  but  fifty  dollars  for  rrint  of  a  stand, 
yearly,  and  a  person  who  contributed  no  time  or  capital, 
has  been  paid  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  annually,  for 
the  good  will  of  the  same  stand. 

The  power  to  equalize  the  rents  of  the  stalb  and  stands 
in  the  public  markets  and  to  regulate  the  rents  of  the  same, 
should  be  given  to  the  Superintendent  of  Markets,  under 
Ai6sopemsion  and  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Sirtet» 
and  Lamps,  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  receipts  oan  be 
greatly  increased  without  doing  injustice  to  any  one. 

I  have  recommended  in  a  former  report  that  applicatfon 
be  made  to  the  Legislature  to  allow  the  expense  of  repairing 
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best  advantage,  for  one  year  from  the  Ist  of  May  next,  for 
market  purposes ;  the  tenants  to  keep  the  market  clean 
and  in  order  at  their  own  expense,  and  to  pay  the  rent 
over  to  him  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  done  by  the 
tenants  in  the  market  cellars  ;  and  that  the  services  of  the 
clerk  of  said  market  be  dispensed  with  on  and  after  the 
first  day  of  May  next. 

Acso/tid,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Markets,  under 
the  supervision  and  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Streets  and  Lamps,  be  and  is  hereby  empowered  to  equal- 
ise the  rates  for  the  several  stands  and  stalls,  &c.,  in  the 
several  markets,  and  to  regulate  the  prices  thereof. 

Resolved  J  That  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  prepare 
the  draft  of  a  bill,  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature,  al- 
lowing the  expense  of  repairing  and  conducting  in  a  pro- 
per manner,  the  several  public  markets  of  the  city,  to  be 
paid- from  the  receipts  and  rents  accruing  from  the  same, 
and  that  the  balance,  if  any  remain,  to  be  paid  over  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HEMAN  W.  CHILDS, 

Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps, 


DOdJMEnrT    No.    19. 


BOARD   or   ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  27,  1860. 


The  following    communication  was    received  from   the 

.  Comptroller,  submitting  a  statement  of  all  contracts 

made  with  the  Corporation,  or  directed  or  authorissed  6j 

the  Common  Council,  and  not  performed  or  completed, 

or  upon  which  any  money  remains  unpaid^  &c.,  which 

.was  laid  on  the  table  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

I>.  T.  VALENTINE^  Ckrk. 


FiNANCS  DfiPARTMENT, 

Comptrollers'  Office, 
New  York,  Feb.  4,  1860. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council : 

QsNTLElfEH  : 

In  accordunce  with  Section  100,  Chapter  I,  of  Article 
II,  of  Title  3,  of  the  ^^  Ordinance  organizing  the  Depart- 
ments of  the  Municipal  Crovernment,  of  the  city  of  New 
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York,"  I  herewith  submit  a  statement  of  all  contracts  made 
by  the  Corporation,  or  directed  or  authorized  by  the  Com- 
mon  Council,  and  not  performed  or  completed,  or  upon 
which  any  money  remains  unpaid,  with  the  amount  of 
money  so  remaing  unpaid  on  each,  to  and  including  De- 
cember 31st,  1849. 

In  addition  to  said  statement,  I  would  further  report, 
that  the  contract  with  McSpedon  &  Baker,  for  printing  and 
biadiiig^  for  the  Common  Council,  expired  July  3,  1849 ; 
the  contract  with  Bowne  &  Co.,  for  printing  for  the  De- 
partmentAy  also  expired  July  3^  1849,  and  the  contracts  for 
advertising  i4  the  Evening  Post  and  Commercial  Adver- 
tiser, expired  July  7>  1849. 


The  said  pwiiea  however,  have  continued  to  perform  the 
work  requked  by  their  contracts  respectively,  to  the  present 
time. 

Respectively  submitted, 

JOS.  R.  TAYLOR, 

Comptroller. 
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lOfCC. 


1849. 
Sept.  10  Repain  to  pier  32,  East  rirer,  appro- 
priation $1,800;  no  contract  entered 
into,  work  done  by  Superintendent  of 
Wharves  and  private  owners;  paid  bills 
of  labor,  probaoly ••.. $1,100  00 

Nov.  19.  Pier,  Forty-third  street.  North  river, 
appropriation  $5,500 ;  contract  not  en- 
tered into,  nothing  paid. 5,500  00 

Dec  1.  Pier,.  Thirty-eighth  street,  East  river, 
appropriation  $6,500 ;  contract  dated 
Jan.  10,  1860,  for  $5,444  with  R.  Hand- 
ley,  nothing  paid  with  interest 5,600  00 

Dee.  19.  Pier  No.  8^  East  river,  repairs,  appro- 
priation $3,300 ;  contract  dated  Dec.  24, 
1849,  for  $6,500  with  J.  Sharp,  nothing 
paid 3,300  00 

Dec.  14.  Pier  No.  23,  East  river,  appropriation 
$1,000 ;  contract  dated  Dec.  21,  1849, 
for  $1,898  00,  with  J.  A.  Ferguson, 
nothing  paid 1,000  00 

Dec.  1.  Bulkhead  at  Walnut  street  slip,  no 
appropriation  ;  no  contract  entered  into, 
estimated 2,000  00 

Dee.  19.  Piers  No.  16  and  18,  North  river,  no 
appropriation ;  no  contract  entered  into, 

no  payments,  estimated 7,000  00 

2 
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IttUonofC.  C.  Aflioiint  Dm. 

Dec.  13.  Pier  No.  42,  North  river,  appropria« 
tioQ  $8,000 ;  no  contract  entered  into, 
no  payments,  estimated •  •  •  8,000  00 

1849. 
Dec.  22.      Pier  foot  of  Hammond  street,  appro- 
priation $6,000,  insufficient;  no  con- 
tract entered  into,  no  payments,  estimat.  7,600  00 

Dec.  14.  Pier  two  hundred  feet  north  of  Ham- 
mond  street,  appropriation  $9,000 ;  no 
contract  entered  into,  no  pajrments,  esti- 
mated «....  9,000  00 

Dec.  29.  Pier  foot  of  Seventieth  street,  North 
river,  appropriation  $4,000,  insufficient; 
no  contract  entered  into,  no  payments 
made,  estimated*.  •  •  • ••••••••••  8,000  00 

Dec.  29.  Map  of  City ;  contract  dated  Dec. 
S9,  1849,  for  $300,  with  J.  Randall; 
$100  paid 200  00 


317  (Doc.  No.  19. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  REPAIRS  AND  SUPPLIES. 


rift£     DEPARTMENT. 
IwteBpfCC.  AmMMDat. 

1849. 
Jaly  84.  Qeorge  Bruckbick  Jr.,  con- 
tract for    bell    for   Twenty. 

second  street  tower $19076  00 

Nov.  SB.  Jos.  Pine,  building  hose  car'ge    300  00 
«     30.    *'      **  "  *'  300  00 

Dec.  13.    ''      ^^    repairs    to    engine 

No.  42 600  00  1,100  00 


■ 


XiraiNE  HOUSE  IN  MURRAY  STREET. 

Not.  86.  Owens  6l   Kelliman,  mason 

work 436  00 

*^     *^   James  P.  Isaacs,    carpenter 

work 449  00      886  00 


REPAIRS   AND    SUPPLIES. 

Oct.  1.  Building  three  story  house, 
comer  of  Greenwich  ayenut 
and  Amos  street;  Keyser  k 
Berrien,  carpenters'  contract. 2,900  00 

Dec.  31.  Paid  on  said  contract 1,600  00 


Balance  due 1,400  00 
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Data  of  Rmo*  ,^^ 

loUon  of  O.  C.  Amo«K  Duo. 

1849. 
Oct.  1.     tJ.  H.  Tucker,  mason  work, 

contract |4,600  00 

Dec.  31.  Cash  paid  on  said  contract.  •  •    3,300  00 

Balance  due $1,300  00 


\ 


ROADS  AND   AVENUES. 

Dec.  21.  Grading  Oae    hundred  and 

Tenth  street,  Jno.McAntho.  3,000  00 

OcU  19«    Grading  9|^  ^^^^bfl^^ 

SereDty-thS  %^t,^l«^ 

Lynch.. ...T....^......    1,000  00 

Paid  on  said  ^fCMitriflH....,       800  00     • 

Bahitice  doe  .if; ....  .'^^  $70000 

S.  Wandell,  for  building  fourteen  hundred  and 
fourteen  feet  of  wall  on  'Serenty-ninth  street, 
nothing  paid • $282  80 


•'   ¥>' 


DE^^AItf  KffeNT  OF  ttHJ^Ct, 


COtttfaidt'^ith'jtbraham  Van  Ness,  for  five  fire 
engines,  dated  Ap/il  ^^1849,  nothing  paid. .  • .  3,275  00 

PENITENTIARY lMiMTAt,'tel6kW£iiL''i f  SftAlND.        -  ' 

Contract  with    S4?d'elt  "STnuA'j  lor '     '  "i ' 
mason  work,  dated  t)ec.*^3ld,  18^,  feri^i%35(l)'bb 
Amount  temitt^Tiya^^reeiiaent. ...     '^Ob  'OO 

-    t    (111    iiiii  <        -  ■  -'I 

17,050  00 
Amount  paid 18,000  00  4,050  00 


• 
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Contract  with  Richard  Calrow,  for 
carpenters'  work,  dated  December  15, 

1848.     Amount  of  contract 1 18,887  00 

"        "  additional  contract, 
datedMayS,  1849 700  00 

19,587  00 
Amount  paid 18,»66  53  $720  47 

Contract  with  Charles  H.  O'Hara,  for  plumbing 
for  Penitentiary  Hospital^  dated  Nov.  19,  1849, 
nothing  paid ;   amount  of  contract. $2,825  00 

Contract  with  James  L.  Miller,  as  Superintendent  of 
Benitentiary  Hospital,  dated  Dec.  16,  1848,  at  $100  per 
month ;  not  yet  completed. 

Contract  with  John  D.  Harris  &  Co.,  for  one  thousand 
tons  of  coal,  at  $4  77  per  ton ;  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  and  a  half  tons  delivered ;  balance  to  be  delivered, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  and  a  half  tons,  at  $4  77 ; 
contract  dated  Sept.  5,  1849. 

Contract  with  Arthur  &  Burnet,  dated  Sept.  3,  1849,  for 
Stationery  as  per  specifications,  expires  in  twelve  ihonths 
6om  date. 


,•  .  i '    • 


DOCVMENT    No.    99. 


BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  27,  1860. 


The*  following  Quarterly  Report  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, of  amounts  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  said 
Board,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  same  have  been 
expended,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  CUrk. 


New  York,  Februaey  21st,  1860, 

To  MoaoAN  Morgans,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

Sir: — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  held  on  the  20th  February, 
inst.,the  following  report  was  ordered  to  be  transmitted 

the  Common  Council. 

With  great  respect,  I  am  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  STEWART, 
Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  City  of  Jfew  York : 

The  Board  of  Education  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  in  conformity  with  the  third  section  of  the  act 
entitled  ^^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entiled  an  act  more 
eflfectually  to  provide  for  common  school  education  in  the 
dty  and  county  of  New  York/'  passed  May  11, 1849,  here- 
with transmit  the  following  quarter-yearly  statement  of 
the  amount  of  moneys  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  said 
Board  for  the  three  months  ending  the  31st  of  January, 
1850,  and  of  the  manner  in  which,  and  of  the  specific  pur- 
poses for  which  the  same  have  been  expended,  to  wit : 

MOVEYS  DEPOSITED   TO  CREDIT  OF  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION^ 

1.  Appropriation  to  supply  deficiency  to  meet 

necessary  legal  expenses  of  ward  schools 
ofFirstWard »1,136  43 

2.  Appropriation  to  fit  up  new  school  house 

in  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  street, 

in  Twelfth  Ward 2,168  00 

3.  Appropriation  to  fit  up  ward  school  house 

No.  l,in  Twelfth  Ward 1,600  00 

4.  One-fourth  of  annual  apportionment  for 

support  of  schools 61,469  82 

6.  Appropriation   for    support    of    Evening 

schools • 16,000  00 

Amount  carried  forward .$71,264  26 
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Amount  brought  forward •  $1 16,661  •  17 

17.  Appropriation  for  support  of  ward  sehool 

No.  25,  in  Eighteenth  Ward 1^75  00 

18.  Appropriation  for  erection  of  new  school 

house  in  Greenwich  avenue,  in  Ninth 

Ward 16,070  00 

Total  deposits $133,006  17 


M AJTNER  AND  SPECIFIC  PURPOSES  OF  EXPENDITURE. 

1.  Paid  Commissioners  of  Common  Schools 

First  Ward,  for  support  of  schools 1,136  43 

2.  Paid  Butler  &  Lockwood,  for  carpenters' 

work 700  00 

**  M.R.  Livingston,  for  composition  slate  74  37 
"     T.  Charlock,  for  introducing  Croton 

water 193  00 

**     Butler  &  Lockwood,  for  carpenters^ 

work, 1,037  90 

Balance  on  hand 152  73 

$2,168  .00 

3.  Paid  M.  R.   Livingston,  for  composition 

slate 34  83 

"    Abijah  Pell,  for  carpenters'  work. . . .  700  00 

"        "        "                ''             "     . . . .  498  90 

Balance  on  hand 266  27 

$1,600  00 

3 
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824 


4«  Paid  Public  School  Society,  for  suppcort  of 

schools., f .,  27,047  23 


Paid  Com'rs  Com.  Sc«    Ist  ward,  for  support     1,615  04 
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4th 
6th 
7th 
8th 

10th 

11th 

12th 

13th 

14th 

15th 

16th 

17th 
Manhattan  Free  School, 
Hamilton  ^^ 

Mechanics'  Society  School, 
New  York  Orphan  Asylum, 
Rom.  Cath.  Orphan  Asylum, 
Leake  &  Watts  Orphan  House 
Prot.  Half  Orphan  Asylum, 
R.  Cath.  Half  Orphan  Asylum 
Institution  for  the  Blind, 
Colored  Orphan  Asylum, 
House  of  Refuge, 
N.  Y.  S.  for  Pro.  of  Educ'n,  kc.   « 
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2,216  92 

1,157  69 

922  06 

1,748  01 

1,415  71 

3,113  80 

.2,009  04 

1,700  97 

1,707  09 

1^64  22 

941  68 

1,198  51 

159  06 

54  81 

851  13 

180  20 

369  61 

973  35 

270  66 

145  52 

133  28 

213  72 

489  19 

437  46 


*|51,459  86 


*  TUtii^llit  ezoeedf  the  appropriation  four  oentc,  the  defidencj  being  made  ap 
lkfthilMM»on  hand  of  a  former  ^ipropriatioD. 
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6.  Paid  X  S.  Redfield,  for  books,  &c |890  79 

^^     A.  Cunningham,  for  printing 136  75 

'^     Brown  &  Harswell,  for  gas  fixtures  •••  30  98 

^'    Brown  8l Harswell,  for  gas  fixtures. . .  142  92 

.^*    Commercial  Advertiser,  for  advertising  6  13 

«    New  York  Globe,                     "  9  00 

«            ''         Tribune,                 "        -  10  26 

«     Morning  Star,                          "  12  00 

«    New  York  Sun,                       "  25  00 

^'     Salaries  Teachers'  Evening  Schools  • .  4,769  34 

"          "            Messengers            "  162  00 

«     W.  K.  Tattersall,  for  lighting  «  285  67 

^^    J.  Barry,  for  oil,  candles,  &c  ^^  13  54 

«    Philip  Collins,  for  posting  bills 33  00 

"    Truth  Teller,  for  advertising' 3  75 

*'    Janitor's  services 258  50 

«    Forfuel 705  00 

"    Teachers' salaries 36  71 

^*    Brown  &  Carswell,  for  gas  fixtures.  • .  3  54 

^'    M.  Sullivan,  Messenger 9  00 

Balance  in  hand 7,517  12 

$15,000  00 


* 


6*  Paid  salaries  of  Principal,  Professors,  Teach- 
ers and  Janitor •  2,902  526 

"     M.  H.  Newman  &  Co.,  for  books 25  00 

^*    R.  Lockwood  &  Son,  for  books 10  75 

"    L.  E.  Jackson,  for  coal 307  75 

"    Peter  Pisher,  for  wood 16  75 

^'    N.  Seeber,  for  supplies 12  25 

«    Phillips  &  Oakley,  for  coal 66  00 

Amount  carried  forward, $3,339  51 
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Amount  brought  forward, $3,339  51 

Paid  L.  £•  Jackson,  for  coal 5  75 

"     J.  A.  Stewart,  for  library  stamp 5  69 

^^    Burnap  &  Babcock,  for  writing  paper  25  00 

^^     M.  Pbineas,  for  stationery 66  50 

**     J.  F.  Trow,  for  books 39  38 

*^     for  insurance 5206  46 

^^     J.  M.  Hawxhurst,  for  drawings. . .  •  • .  21  36 

"     The  Era,  for  advertising 2  50 

"     W.  C.  Bryant  &  Co.,  for  printing. ...  52  65 

*^    R.  Lock  wood  &  Son,  for  stationery  . .  30  47 

*^    Burnap  &  Babcock,  for  writing  paper.  45  00 

Balance  in  hand 1,159  73 

$5,000  00 

7.  Paid  Public  School  Society,  for  support  of 

schools $22,932  62 

8.  Paid   Gabriel   Winter,   attorney   for   Mrs. 

Rogers  for  site  for  New  School  House  in 

Ninth  Ward $7,600  00 

9.  Paid  Henry  Esler,  for  carpenters'  work.. . .  100  33 

"     John  J.  Price  &  Co.,  for  masons'  work  367  62 

'*     J.  L.  Mott,  for  stoves,  &c 154  97 

$612  92 

10  Paid  M.  R.  Livingston,  for  sheep  skin  rub- 
bers   $18  00 

'  "    Spalding  &  Shepherd,  for  books 383  27 

"    Samuel  Bixby,                "         144  50 

Amount  carried  forward $545  77 
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Amount  brought  forward. $645  77 

Paid  M.  H.  Newman  &  Co.,  for  books 113  75 

"     Cady  &  Burgess,                 "     96  25 

«    J.  C.Riker,                        "     77  87 

«    D.  Appleton  &  Co.,            "     63  75 

'»    Clark,  Austin  &  Co.,          "     37  00 

«     Collins  &  Brother,              "     27  36 

"     C.  M.  Saxton,                    "     18-75 

Balance  in  hand 19  50 

-"    I     II        I  — 

11000  27 

11.  Paid  Commissioners  Com.  Schools  Twelfth 

Ward,  for  support  of  Schools 2,066  26 


12.  Paid  New  York  Society  for  Promotion  of 

Education  among  Colored  Children, 

for  support 639  61 

13.  Paid  Commissioners  Common  Schools  Sixth 

Ward,  for  support  of  Schools $1,556  54 

14.  Paid  Commissioners  Common  Schools  Se- 

venth Ward,  for  support  of  Schools      $766  02 

15.  Paid  Commissioners  Common  Schools  Ele- 

venth Ward,  for  support  of  Schools   $1,580  10 

16  Paid  Commissioners  Common  School  Four- 
teenth Ward  for  support  of  Schools  $1,752  95 
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178  Paid  Com'ra  Common  Schools  Eighteenth 

Ward,  for  support  of  Schools 81,275  00 

18.    Unexpended. 


Note.    Corresponding  numbers  are  used  under  each  head 
of  appropriation  and  expenditure. 

The  above  statement  we  certify  to  be  correct  and  true. 

ROBERT  KELLY,  President. 

John  A.  Stewart,  Clerk. 

Dated  New  York,  1st  February,  1850. 
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In  addUion  to  the  amounts  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
statement^  the  following  sums  have  been  paid  under 
appropriatiofis  made  and  deposited  prior  to  1st  Jfovem^ 
her,  1849. 

Erection  of  Free  Academy, $963  76 

Addition  to  Ward  School  House  No.  18, 1,200  00 

Alterations  in  Ward  School  House  No.  23,....  83  11 

Fitting  up  Free  Academy, 2,620  23 

Erection  of  Ward  School  House,  No.  24, 1,017  00 

"                       "                     "25, 4,962  00 

Alterations  in            "                    **    16, 349  67 

Fittingup                 "                    "26, 3,87102 

Rent8l849-^, 863  37 

Inddental  Expenses, 660  12 

116,860  27 

Total  payments  made  during  quarter  ending 
31st  January,  1860, $24,681  13 


Ill 
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BOARD   OF    ALDERMEN, 


MARCH  4,  1850. 


The  Special  Committee  on  Alms  House  Depwrtmeoti  io 
whom  was  referred  a  copy  of  a  bill  now  before  the 
Senate  of  this  State,  entitled  '^  An  att  to  explain  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  Houte 
Department,''  presented  the  following  report  thereon^ 
Which  was  adopted,  and  two  handred  and  fifty  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Spedal  Committee  on  the  Alms  House  deparlif  eiiC| 
io  whom  was  referred  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  of  thif 
state,  to  explain  and  extend  the  powers  and  duties  of  Ih^ 
Ooverners  of  the  Alms  House  of  the  city  and  connQf  6f 
New  York,  respectfully  j. 
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country  (the  Supreme  Court  of  the  UQited  States),  in 
which  the  powers  of  the  associatioa  were  most  triumph- 
antly sustained,  upon  the  ground  that  the  vested  rights  of 
the  College  had  been  violated  in  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
and  that  the  Legislature  had  no  power  or  control  to  alter 
It  without  their  sanction  or  consent.  Many  of  the  princi- 
ples involved  in  that  case  have  a  strong  bearing  upon  the 
qaettion  now  under  review,  and  although  the  Committee 
do  not  suppose  that  the  Common  Council  wish  or  desire 
to  litigate  upon  this  subject,  and  thereby  test  the  legality 
of  the  bill  by  which  the  chartered  privileges  of  the  city 
have,  in  their  opinion,  been  most  flagrantly  violated,  yet 
they  desire  thus  again  to  raise  the  question,  in  order  that  it 
may  not  hereafter  be  supposed  that  their  silence  gives  a 
tacit  assent  to  the  grounds  assumed  by  the  Legislature  in 
the  passage  of  the  bill  of  last  year  organizing  the  Board  of 
Qovemors. 

But  independent  of  any  constitutional  objections,  there 
are  just  grounds  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  present  bill 
upon  matters  of  expediency,  and  the  Committee  cannot 
but  hope,  but  that  upon  a  simple  statement  of  the  facts, 
the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  will  at  once  discover  that 
the  said  bill  ought  not  to  pass.  The  first  section  of  the  bill 
seeks  to  give  ^^  the  entire  and  exclusive  management  and 
control  of  the  Potter's  field  or  public  burial  place  of  the 
poor  and  strangers,  in  the  City  and  County  of  New  York.'' 
There  is  certainly  no  objection  to  the  passage  of  this  sec- 
tion so  long  as  the  present  bill  remains  in  force,  for  by  an 
ordioance  of  the  Common  Council,  they  have  .all  the 
power  now  sought  to  be  obtained  through  the  interference 
of  the  Legislature,  but  the  principle  of  legislating  for 
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approbation  hare  been  long  and  loud  in  referenoo  to  the 
erpenditures  which  have  been  made  upon  BlackwelPs 
and  Randall's  Island,  and  they  refer  with  confidence 
Co  those  buildings  as  affording  the  most  conclusive  evidence 
tbat  the  public  moneys  have  been  faithfully  and  judi- 
eioQsly  expended.  Why,  then,  should  this  power  be  taken 
ftom  those  who  are  directly  answerable  to  the  people  and 
given  to  others,  who,  to  say  the  least,  occupy  stations 
which  are  certainly  questionable  in  a  legal  point  of  view, 
and  that  they  shall  be  authorized  to  knock  at  the  door  of 
the  Common  Council  and  demand  of  them  such  an  amount 
of  Bioney  as  they  in  their  judgment  may  see  fit  to  expend 
IB  the  erection  of  buildings  1  Your  Committee  cannot  be- 
lieve that  the  powers  of  the  Common  Council  will  thus  by 
degrees  be  taken  from  them  and  given  to  others,  but  they 
rely  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  to  stay  the  hand 
of  those  who  thus  seek  to  gather  the  funds  of  our  city 
within  their  own  grasp^  and  take  from  those  whom  the 
people  have  elected  to  guard  and  protect  their  interests. 
The  Committee  would  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  throw- 
ing any  doubts  over  the  honest  intentions  of  theQovemors, 
•r  to  impugn  for  a  moment  the  motives  by  which  they 
may  be  actuated,  but  they  feel  compelled  to  oppose  the 
passage  of  this  bill  upon  principles  which  they  believe  are 
engrafted  in  the  original  charter  of  our  city,  and  with 
irhiok  this  seeks  so  indirectly  to  interfere  with. 

By  the  eighth  section  of  the  proposed  bill,  it  is  provided, 
that  ^^  the  said  Governors  shall  have  power  to  transfer 
from  any  one  institution  under  their  charge  to  any  other 
initiintion  under  their  charge,  for  the  whole  or  any  shorter 
-period  of  iheir  commiual,  all  such  persons  a«  shall  have 
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trary,  they  believe  that  the  power  sought  to  be  obtained  is 
DOW  lafely  invested  in  the  Common  Council,  and  should 
nd  be  taken  from  them.  They  submit  for  adoption  the 
following  resolution  : 

Ruolvedy  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Board  be  requested  to 
prepare  and  forward  to  the  Legislature  a  remonstrance 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  explain 
and  extend  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Governors  of  the 
Alms  House  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York." 

GEO.  H.  FRANKLIN,    1  ct      .^i  r»        -s* 
H    SHAW  Special  Committee 

JAMES  R.'  BALL,  I      jii^%^^^ 

ROBT.  T.  HAWS,  |       "^'^  2^* 

J.  H.  COOK,  J       J^^P<^rtment. 
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BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  27,  1850. 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  in 
favor  of  purchcosing  from  the  United  States  certain  lands 
at  Fort  Gansevoort,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

S.  T.  BEEKMAN,  Deputy  Clerk. 


The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  annexed  communication  of  the 
Mayor,  a  letter  of  Major  Delafield,  and  the  communication 
of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  relating  to  Fort  Ganse- 
voort,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  they  fully  concur  in  the  views  expressed,  that  it  is 
unwise  for  the  Corporation  to  continue  a  litigation  with 
the  government  of  the  United  States. 
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The  Committee  believe  that  if  the  said  suit  is  further 
contested,  it  will  eventually  be  decided  in  favor  of  the 
Corporation. 

It  should,  however,  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  have  appropriated  the  proceeds 
of  said  lands  for  the  erection  of  fortifications  in  the  harbor 
of  New  York. 

Your  Committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion,  that  it  is 
for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  purchase  the  said  lands  from 
the  United  States,  and  as  the  government  of  the  United 
States  are  willing  to  sell  the  same  to  the  city,  at  the  price 
at  which  the  same  were  appraised  in  1846,  your  Com- 
mittee submit  for  adoption  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be  authorized  to  pur- 
chase from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  lands 
claimed  to  be  owned  by  it  at  Fort  Gansevoort,  at,  and  for 
the  price  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars,  and  that  said  sum 
be  appropriated  therefor,  and  that  the  Comptroller  be  au- 
thorized to  pay  the  same,  on  the  delivery  of  a  good  and 
su£5cient  deed  for  said  premises,  and  the  title  thereto  being 
certified  by  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation. 

JOS.  BRITTON,  )   „. 
EZRA  SMITH,  }    ^T  '^'^ 
JAS.  M.  BARD,  S    ^^^*^^*- 
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Mayor's  Office, 
Feb.  18,  1850. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  City  of  J^Tew  York : 

Gentlemen  : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  docb- 
ments,  being  a  communication  from  Major  Dclafield,  of 
the  United  States  Engineers,  asking  of  the  city  an  aban- 
donment of  a  suit,  instituted  for  the  recovery  of  the  pro- 
perty forming  the  site  of  Fort  Gansevoort,  and  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  in  answer 
to  the  proposition  of  Major  Delaficld.  The  suggestions  of 
the  Counsel  I  respectfully  submit,  as  being  entitled  to 
favorable  consideration. 

C.  S.  WOODHULL. 


New  York,  Jan.  10,  1850. 

Caleb  S.  Woodhull,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Jfew  York. 

Sir  : — I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  solicit 
the  action  of  the  Corporate  authorities  of  the  city,  on  a 
subject  connected  with  its  defence,  by  means  of  perma- 
nent forts,  now  in  the  course  of  construction  at  the  Nar- 
rows, with  the  hope  it  may  lead  to  the  promotion  of  this 
important  matter. 
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try  generally,  and  I  entertain  great  hopes^  that  on  the 
subject  being  duly  investigated,  I  may  be  enabled  to  apply 
without  much  loss  of  time,  the  value  of  this  property  to 
the  construction  of  a  new  work  on  Staten  Island,  commen- 
ced in  1847,  and  which  is  at  this  time  suspended  for  want 
of  adequate  appropriations. 

Allow  me  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  early  history 
of  Che  occupation  of  Fort  Gansevoort,  and  other  sites  about 
the  city,  and  the  action  of  the  Common  Council  thereon, 
as  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  minutes  of  the  Council, 
from  which  it  will  appear  that  what  is  now  asked,  is  but  a 
continuation  of  a  policy  ^'  cheerfully"  adopted  by  the  city 
for  more  than  forty  years  past. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  1807,  it  was  resolved  that  thia 
Board  will  cheerfully  appropriate  and  make  over  to  the 
United  States,  a  suitable  site  for  erecting  a  battery  and 
wharf  on  the  North  river,  near  Rhinelander's,  marked  C, 
including  as  much  land  and  ground  under  water,  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  these  objects,  on  condition  that  the  neces- 
sary measures  be  forthwith  taken  and  continued  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  for  carrying  the  contemplated 
objects  of  fortifications  and  defence  into  complete  effect. 
(Vol.  16;  p.  264.) 

On  the  13th  day  of  July,  1807,  it  was  resolved  that  this 
Board  will  cheerfully  cede  to  the  United  States,  such  parts 
of  the  public  grounds  at  the  Battery,  and  at  the  basin  at 
Duane  street,  or  elsewhere^  within  their  jurisdiction,  with 
their  right  of  soil  under  water,  or  elsewhere  within  their 
jurisdiction,  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  deem  necessary 
for  erecting  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  this  city. 
(Vol.  17.) 
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men  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  their 
successors  forever,  all  the  right  and  title  of  the  people  of 
this  state  to  the  lauds   covered    with   water,  along  the 
easterly  shore  of  the  North  or  Hudson  river,  contiguous  to 
and  adjoining  the  lands  of  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty,  within  the  said  city  of  New  York,  at  and 
from  low  water  mark  and  running  four  hundred  feet  into 
the  said  river,  from  Bestaven  Killetjc  or  river,  to  the  dis- 
tance of  four  miles  to  the  north,  along  the  easterly  shore 
of  the  said  North  or  Hudson  river,  and  also  all  the  land 
covered  with  water  along  the  westerly  shore  of  the  East 
river  or  Sound,  &c.,  &c. — provided  always,  that  the  pro- 
prietor  or  proprietors  of  the  land  adjacent  shall  have  the 
pre-emptive  right  in  all  grants  made  hy  the  Corporation,  by 
the  act  passed  the  3d  day  of  April,  1807,  to  have  and  to 
bold  the  above  described  and  granted  premises,  unto  the 
said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of 
New  York  and  their  successors,  as  good  and  indefeasible 
estate  of  inheritance  forever," — which  letters  patent  are 
under  the  great  seal  of  this  state,  and  signed  by  his  Excel- 
Iency,Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Governor,and  dated  in  Albany, 
26th  December,  1807,  and  recorded  in  Lib.  Pat.  No.  24, 
page  251,   &c. — Minutes  of   Common  Council,  vol.  20, 
page  33. 

In  this  state  of  the  case  the  United  States  constructed 
"  Castle  Clinton  ''  and  the  "  North  Battery,"  under  grants 
from  the  Corporation.  About  the  commencement  of  the 
war  of  1812-15,  another  site  still  further  north,  being  con- 
sidered necessary  for  the  erection  of  fortifications,  was 
selected,  and  purchased  from  John  Jacob  Astor,  of  land 
that  bad  at  some  previous  day  been  under  water,  but  long 
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Allow  me  to  request  that  this  subject  be  referred  to  the 
Corporation,  with  such  communication  as  you  may  see  fit 
to  make,  to  the  end  that  the  suit  be  withdrawn,  and  a 
quit  daim  be  granted  by  the  city  ;  when  the  property  can 
be  readily  sold,  and  the  funds  at  once  applied  to  the  con- 
8  traction  of  Fort  Richmond,  at  the  Narrows.  * 

I  will  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  give  any  information 
on  this  subject  in  my  power,  as  also  on  the  system  of  de- 
fence, devised  by  the  Board  of  Engineers,  for  the  harbor 
of  New  York  and  progress  made  in  its  execution,  and  will 
lay  before  any  Committee  of  the  Corporation,  that  may 
consider  this  subject,  all  the  maps  and  plans  in  my  pos- 
80WOII  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  a  subject  upon 
which  the  city  is  deeply  interested,  but  which  unfortunately 
engrosses  too  little  public  attention  to  command  for  it  that 
sujqiort  which  the  welfare  of  this  section  of  the  country 
demands. 

A  li^thographed  map  of  this  property,  surveyed  23d  of 
September,  1846,  by  Joseph  F.  Bridges,  City  Surveyor, 
juxompanies  this  communication. 

Hoping  that  on  investigating  this  subject,  you  may 
coincide  in  opinion  with  me,  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
city  will  be  materially  subserved  by  an  acquiescence  in  the 
requests  now  made,  and  that  you  can  recommend  the  same 
to  the  favorable  action  of  the  Corporation, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  DELAFIEU), 
Major  of  Engineers. 
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premises  in  question,  but  expressly  provided  that  nothing 
therein  contained  should  be  deemed  to  convey  the  land 
under  water  in  front  of  the  premises  conveyed,  except  as 
against  the  grantee  and  his  heirs.  This  recognizes  to  a 
certain  extent,  as  late  as  July^  1805,  the  property  of  the 
city  in  the  lands  under  water,  under  its  charter  and  grants 
from  the  state.  No  conveyance  from  the  city  appears  to 
have  been  made  to  Mr.  Astor  affecting  the  premises. 

On  the  26th  of  July,  1806,  Mr.  Astor  conveyed  to  John 
Townsend  the  upland  adjoining  the  site  of  Fort  Ganse- 
Yoort,  "  together  with  the  right  to  the  water  fronting  the 
said  four  lots  or  parts  of  lots,  subject  to  the  regulations  of 
the  Corporation  of  said  city." 

John  Townsend  and  wife  mortgaged  the  same  premises 
to  Mr.  Astor,'on  the  26th  of  October,  1807.  In  December, 
1807,  Mr.  Astor  assigned  the  mortgage  to  George  Clinton. 

A  decree  of  foreclosure  was  made  by  the  Assistant  Vice 
Chancellor,  on  the  6th  of  December,  1810,  under  the 
mortgage  of  John  Townsend  and  wife  to  Astor,  and  the 
property  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Astor,  and  conveyed  by 
Patrick  G.  Hildreth,  Master  in  Chancery,  by  deed  bearing 
date  8th  February,  1811. 

Mr.  Astor  conveyed  the  premises  in  question,  to  the 
United  States,  by  deed  bearing  date  July  22d,  1812. 

It  appears  that  in  the  year  1806,  a  bulkhead  was  built 
by  Townsend,  and  the  land  under  water  filled  in  on  the 
site  of  the  Fort.     The  claim  of  Townsend  to  the  premises  . 
was  based  upon  the  conveyance  of  Mr.  Astor,  which  was 
made  the  same  year. 
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BOAED   OF    ALDEEMEN, 


MARCH  14,  1850. 


/  V    ./*w'^'^  ' 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  recooi- 
mending  a  concurrence  with  the  Board  of  Assistant  Al^ 
deimen,  in  reference  to  widening  West  street,  was  re^ 
cei?ed«  laid  on  the  table  and  directed  to  be  printed^  widi 
the  accompanying  documents. 

D.  T-  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
report  from  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  with  resolu^ 
tion  that  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation  be  directed  to  pre^ 
pare  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  praying  for  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  to  permit  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
New  York  to  widen  or  extend  West  street,  &c«,  respect^ 
ftdly  recommend  a  concurrence  therein. 

JONAS  F.  CON€KLIN, }  Cmmiitm 
WARREN  CHAPMAN,  \        an 
PATK,  KELLY,  )    Strttts. 
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Boohed^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Special  Committee  to 
enquire  into  and  report  upon  the  expediency  and  propriety 
of.  memorializing  the  Legislature  to  grant  permission  to  the 
Common  Council  of  this  city,  to  order  and  direct  the  ex- 
tension or  widening  of  West  street,  into  the  North  river^ 
finom  the  Battery  upwards,  to  the  extent  of  feet,  in 

order  that  sufficient  room  may  be  thereby  afforded  to  bring 
said  roads  into  the  lower  part  of  the  city  for  the  convenience 
of  transhipment  of  the  produce  brought  thereby,  and  re- 
ferred to  in  the  foregoing  preamble. 

By  OSCAR  W.  STURTEVANT, 

Assistant  Alderman  Third  Ward. 


The  Special  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Al- 
dermen, to  which  was  referred  the  annexed  preamble 
and  refolution,  respectfully  submit  thereon  the  following 

REPORT : 

That  the  project  of  widening  West  street,  in  the  way  pro- 
posed, for  the  reasons  substantially  set  forth  in  the  forego- 
ing preamble,  meets  with  their  hearty  concurrence,  and 
seems  to  them  to  be  an  improvement,  not  only  of  high 
utility,  but  of  absolute  necessity. 

Your  Committee  in  this  brief  report — brief  in  comparison 
with  the  importance  of  the  subject-^will  allude  to  some  of 
the  prominent  causes  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city,  and 
especially  to  that  part  of  it  to  which  the  resolution  poinu. 
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It  viU  femove  the  four  months  interdict  with  which  winter, 
etery  ]rear,  has  embargfoed  our  commerce  with  the  west* 
It  will  enable  us  not  only  to  reach  forth  our  arms  to  the 
braad  and  smiling  {>rairies  of  the  west,  in  spring,  summer 
and  aotnmn,  but  to  lay  our  hands  upon  their  heaping  gra- 
aariea  in  the  depth  of  winter.  It  will  give  us  a  continuous 
and  continual  communication  with  states  that  are  growing* 
beyond  the  c<mjectures  of  fancy.  Prophecies  of  their  in- 
crease, which,  ten  years  ago,  were  regarded  as  wild  and 
Tiamary,  have  already  become  history.  Men,  who  a  little 
while  snice,  were  denounced  as  enthusiasts,  for  the  san- 
gnioe  expectations  they  proclaimed  relating  to  the  growing 
bnsiiiesi  and  population  of  these  mighty  states,  have  been 
triumphantly  vindicated  by  the  results  of  experience.  The 
produce  of  these  prolific  acres  must  find  a  gate,  either  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  or  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 
The  fiscilities  which  New  York  is  extending  to  this  distant 
peitiott  of  our  land,  must  attract  hither  the  bulk  of  its  pro- 
dnctions.  These  two  great  avenues  between  the  east  and 
tbe  west— outlets  for  our  manufactures  and  importations — 
inlets  for  tbe  growth  of  western  fields — will  require  space 
at  this  great  converging  point,  which  we  can  only  give  by 
reclaiming  it  from  the  dominion  of  the  waters. 

The  New  York  and  New  Haven  Railway,  and  the  prob- 
able extension  of  the  Harlem,  extending  through  other  por- 
tioQi  of  tbe  country,  will  also  contribute  to  swell  the  tide 
of  business  destined  to  set  towards  this  metropolis. 

Almost  every  great  improvement  in  the  United  Stales, 
Isiidt  to  the  benefit  of  New  York  and  the  increase  of  her 
eennierce.     Thus,  the  Chesepeake  and  Ohio  canal,  which 
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•DOB  followed.  The  two  hemispheres  became  more  near- 
ly niiited  by  the  power  of  steam.  Nearly  three-qnarters 
of  Che  thirty  aod  forty Jdays  of  separation  were  col  off.  A 
month  was  crowded  into  a  week.  The  two  worlds  moved 
up  towards  each  other,  and  now  stand  within  a  quarter  of 
the  distance  that  parted  them  before.  Since  the  great,  but 
recent  event  of  the  first  successful  trial  of  ocean  steamers, 
numerous  packets,  similarly  propelled,  have  been  launched, 
aod  now  dart  to  and  fro,  between  this  and  various  portions 
of  the  world.  Lines  to  Liverpool,  to  Bremen,  to  Havre, 
to  Cbagres,  to  Savannah,  to  Charleston,  to  New  Orleans, 
touching  at  the  Indian  Isles,  have  been,  from  time  to  time, 
established,  and  new  ones  will  continue  to  spring  into  ex- 
klence. 

The  great  frequency  of  the  return  of  these  swift  vessels 
to  us,  the  new  diversities  of  trade  they  open,  the  greater 
intercourse  they  cause  with  other  countries,  all  swell  the 
business  of  this  great  port  and  require  additional  space  for 
its  transaction.  The  Great  Western,  as  she  puffed  the  an- 
nouncement of  her  arrival  at  our  shores,  was  obliged  to 
seek  a  berth  far  up  the  East  river.  The  Cunard  line  of 
steamers,  selected  Boston  as  its  western  terminus,  for  there 
was  not  roomage  here.  But  the  enterprise  of  our  citizens 
made  it  necessary  for  the  success  of  that  line,  that  it  should 
follow  the  great  currents  of  trade,  and,  in  order  to  compete 
with  our  own  steamers,  it  has  adopted  New  York  as  its 
port  of  entry.  Still,  it  cannot  enter  here,  but  has  been 
driven,  by  the  thronged  condition  of  our  piers,  into  the 
waters  of  a  neighboring  state,  and  disembarks  its  freight 
upon  her  shores.  Nevertheless,  it  has  been  given  out, 
that  a  line  was  intended  to  be  established,  to  run  directly 
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It  is  probable,  nay,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  it 
is  inevitable,  that  the  conveniences  of  trade  will  soon  re- 
quire that  the  freight  trains  of  the  Hudson  River  Railroad 
shall  pursue  West  street  to  the  Battery  with  switches  or 
lateral  tracks,  leading  from  the  main  track  into  the  various 
storage  and  ware-houses,  erected  by  private  enterprise  upon 
its  border,  and  that,  all  along  its  line,  at  least  between  Ca« 
nal  street  and  the  lower  section  of  the  city,  these  ships  will 
receive  produce  directly  from  the  cars,  or  from  depots  et* 
tablished  on  the  margin  of  the  road. 

Our  coasting  and  inland  steamboats,  too,  are  multiplying 
indefinitely,  and  visit  every  indentation  of  the  shore,  and 
penetrate  our  waters  to  the  heads  of  navigation.  They 
bring  hither  constantly  increasing  loads  of  travellers  and 
freight;  and  they,  also,  are  demanding  room. 

Especially  on  the  Hudson  river  have  these  steamboats 
reached  an  amplitude  and  beauty  unknown  in  any  other 
portion  of  the  world.  This  great  river,  with  one  excep« 
tion,  is  the  only  channel  which  nature  has  excavated, 
where  the  Atlantic  tide  can  ebb  and  flow,  through  and 
beyond  the  Alleghanies.  This  great  back  bone  of  the 
coontry,  presents  an  insuperable  barrier  to  all  the  ocean 
streams,  except  the  crooked  Susquehannah,  and  the  straight 
aad  placid  Hudson ;  which  latter,  breaking  through  tha 
mountain  range,  admits  the  tide  for  one  hundred  and  fiftf 
mUes,  where  it  distributes  its  commerce  for  the  west,  and 
receives  the  vast  contributions  which  our  canals  and  rail- 
roads concentrate  at  Albany  and  Troy. 

The  amount  of  products  which  the  Erie  canal  brings  tc^ 
the  tide  navigation  of  the  Hudson,  is  sixty  imiliottB  a  fmtf 
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The*  rapid  increase  of  population  and  business  in  this 
city,  may  be  seen  by  the  augmenting  difBculiies  in  our 
main    thoronglifare.     We   see  the  increase  day    by  day. 
Broadway,  at  times,  has  become  almost  impassable;     Ii  is 
dangerous  to  life  and  limb.     Its  side-walks  are  crowded, 
and  its  centre  jammed.     Carts,   carriages,  omnibuses  and 
vehicles  of^all  description,  collide  and  interlock.    Accidents 
are  continually  occurring.     At  every  cross  walk  the  pedes- 
trian is  in  hazard.    If  he  attempts  to  cross  Broadway  itself, 
he  must  patiently  wait  till  some  temporary  cessation  in 
the  continuous  stream  of  vehicles  occurs,  and  as  his  prac- 
ticed eye  detects  the  opening,  he  hurries  to  the  other  side, 
looking  the  while  in   both  directions,  that  he  may  dodge 
the  passing  wheels.    And  this  crowd  thickens  every  week. 
The  evil  is  becoming  insufferable.     But  what  shall  be  the 
remedy?    What  can  it  bel    Ingenuity  has  been  at  work 
to  devise  relief.   Railroads,  over  ground  and  under  ground, 
have   been  suggested.       Parallel  streets  have  narrowly 
escaped  widening.     But,  such  is  the  increasing  transit  in 
Broadway,  that  it  is  evident  that  some  new  channel  must 
be  constructed,  whether  it  be  by  aerial  railroad,  or  subter- 
ranean tunnel,  or  collateral  avenue.     If  by  the  latter,  as 
is  most  likely,  it  will  serve  to  push  more  and  more  to  the 
water's  brink,  the  business  of  the  city — it  will  aggravate 
the  necessity  of  the  improvement  now  sought  to  be  affected 
— ^It  will  render  our  duty  imperative  to  extend  our  land 
&rther  into  the  tide. 

The  necessity  of  adding  to  our  surface  is  imposed  upon 
us  by  the  position  and  peculiar  shape  of  our  island.  While 
its  position  such  as  to  allure  the  commerce  of  the  world, 
ils  shape  is  tuch,  as  to  deny  that  commerce  its  just  jbcili- 
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aball  be  derelict  in  our  duty,  if  we  do  not  exert  our  best 
ability  to  accomplish  an  object  so  necessary  and  desirable. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  bulkheads  on  the  North  river 
side,  have  been  much  filled  up  with  sediment,  and  that 
the  water  on  the  shore  becomes  more  shallow,  in  the  upper 
portion  of  the  city.  It  is  now  difficult,  for  the  reason  above 
staled,  for  ships  of  large  size  to  lay  along  side  of  the  bulk- 
heads on  the  Hudson  river,  and  on  this  account,  it  would 
seem  to  be  a  measure  of  high  importance,  to  extend  the 
diore  where  better  riding  may  be  given. 

■ 
Tour  Committee,  deeming  the  improvement  mentioned, 

MM  one  of  great  importance  and  necessity  ;  do 

REPORT : 

Tfiatf  in  their  opinion,  it  is  expedient  and  proper  to  memo- 
ralize  the  Legislature  for  the  permission  stated  in  the  fore- 
going resolution,  and  to  take  all  legitimate  steps  to  accom- 
plish the  object  contemplated  thereby,  and  therefore 
recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions  : 

JUsolvedi  That  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation  be  directed 
to  prepare  a  memorial,  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature 
at  its  next  session,  praying  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to 
permit  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  widen 
OF  extend  West  street,  in  said  city,  into  the  North  or  Hud- 
son river,  from  the  Battery  upwards,  one  hundred  feet  or 
less  from  its  present  width,  with  liberty  to  the  Corporation 
to  commence  said  widening  at  any  point  on  the  line  of  the 
street  which  may  be  most  needed  by  the  exigencies  of  bu* 
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•iness,  or  which  it  may  deem  expedient ;  and  that  said  me- 
morial be  prepared  without  deaiy,  in  order  that  the  same 
may  be  pr  esented  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

OSCAR  W.  STURTEVANT,  /     o^„„i 
WARREN  CHAPMAN,  >  ^ZT-aL 

A.  A    DENMAN,  ^CommUUe. 


New  York,  January  14,  1850. 

Resolvedy  That  the  subject  of  widening  West  street  and 
making  ground  beyond  West  street,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
commodating the  New  York  and  Erie  and  the  Hudson 
River  Railroads,  and  for  providing  convenience  to  the  com- 
merce of  our  city,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets. 

By  JOS.  BRITTON. 


The  Mayor y  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  ofJfew 
York  : 

The  undersigned,  owner  of  land  upon  or  adjoining  West 
street,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  respectfully  but  earnestly 
remonstrates  against  the  widening  of  West  street,  and  in- 
sists that  the  doing  of  it  would  be  an  act  oppressive  and 
injurious  to  the  undersigned,  and  urges  the  following 
among  other  reasons. 
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1.  That  the  taking  a  large  portion  of  the  street  for  a 
durable  rail  road  track,  has  injured  very  much  the  street, 
and  will  ere  long  make  it  necessary  either  to  lake  up  the 
rails  or  make  a  new  street  outside  of  West  street. 

2.  That  the  street  for  all  business  purposes,  is  now  wide 
enongh. 

3.  That  it  would  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  property  on 
the  street. 

4.  That  it  would  be  very  expensive. 

5.  That  the  only  bene6t  to  be  derived  from  it  would  be  ^ 
an  odious  paid  proud  monopoly,  who  now  have  their  tracks 
down  in  said  street  against  the  wishes  of  almost  all  the 
owners  of  land  on  said  stieet,  from  Twentieth  to  Canal 
street. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

D.  E.  WHEELER, 

62  Wall  street,  New  York. 


To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  J^Tew  York  : 

The  memorial  of  Daniel  C.  Kingsland  and  Cornelius  K. 
Sutton,  of  said  city, 

RESPECTFULLY  SHOWETH : 

That  your  memorialist  possesses  a  frontage  of  one  hundred 
and  four  feet,  running  southly  from  the  corner  of  Charlton 
street,  along  the  line  of  West  street,  in  this  city,  and  also. 
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the  right  in  fee  simple  of  the  wharves,  bulkheads  or  river 
shore  for  the  said  one  hundred  and  four  feet  in  front  of  his 
said  lands  on  West  street. 

That  your  memorialist  liave  been  apprized  of  the  adop- 
tion of  two  several  resolutions  by  the  Board  of  Assistant 
Aldermen,  of  this  city,  the  one  resolution  directing  appli- 
cation to  be  made  to  the  Legislature  of  this  state  to  obtain 
for  this  Corporation  the  privilege  of  extending  said  West 
street,  from  the  Battery,  upwards,  along  its  whole  line  the 
distance  of  one.  hundred  feet  or  less,  into  the  Hudson  river^ 
and  the  other  resolution,  granting  by  the  Corporation  to  all 
the  owners  of  water  fronts  on  West  street,  from  Franklin 
to  Thirteenth  street,  the  permission  of  constructing  into  the 
said  river,  a  permanent  bridge  or  landing  places,  on  piles. 
Sot  the  width  of  thirty  feet  beyond  the  present  width  of 
said  West  street. 

Your  memorialist  would  respectfully  remonstrate  against 
the  adoption  of  either  of  said  resolutions  for  the  following 
reasons  : 

Because  each  is  inefl^cient  and  inadequate  to  the  great 
object  in  view,  namely,  to  make  this  aforesaid  bank  of  the 
Hudson,  a  large  permanent  and  convenient  haven  for  com- 
merce, and  also,  because  as  your  memorialist  is  advised,  the 
second  of  said  resolutions  confers  privileges  on  land  not  be- 
longing to  the  Corporation,  but  wherein  the  fee,  by  the 
right  of  eminent  domain,  still  remains  in  the  people  of  this 
state,  and  because  both  of  such  resolutions  disregard  the 
vested  pre-emption  rights  of  all  persons,  who  like  your  me- 
morialists, are  now  seized  in  fee  of  the  wharf  fronts  on  said 
river. 
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Your  memorialists  would  respectfully  sugg'est,  that  bj 
force  of  the  letters  patent,  issued  to  the  city  of  New  York 
under  the  three  several  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  this  state, 
passed  respectively  in  the  year  1807,  and  on  the  25tb  of 
February,  1826,  and  on  the  12th  day  of  April,  1837,  the 
said  Corporation  are  seized  in  fee  of  all  the  right  of  the 
people  of  this  state  to  all  the  lands  under  water,  on  the 
easterly  shore  of  the  Hudson  river,  at  and  from  low  water 
mark,  and  running  four  hundred  feet  into  the  said  river, 
at  and  from  only  the  southerly  line  of  Hammond  street,  in 
said  city,  up  to  the  Harlem  river. 

That  there  are  no  other  grants  to  the  said  Corporation, 
or  others,  and  that  therefore  the  title  to  all  such  lands  un- 
der water  along  said  easterly  shore  of  the  Hudson  river, 
still  remains  in  the  people  of  this  state. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  say,  that  by  each  and 
every  one  of  the  said  statutes,  the  Legislature  have  ex- 
pressly reserved  pre-emption  rights  to  the  existing  owners 
of  water  fronts  on  said  river ;  and  that  it  has  been  the  con- 
stant practice  to  allow  such  owners  of  water  fronts,  under 
grants  from  the  Corporation,  or  their  assigns,  to  fill  in  any 
extension  ordered  by  the  Corporation  ;  and  in  consideration 
thereof,  and  on  payment  of  a  certain  price  per  running 
foot,  receive  a  deed  in  fee  from  the  said  Corporation  of  such 
made  land. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  say,  that  the  three 
statutes  aforesaid,  provide  together  a  continuous  exterior 
line  of  four  hundred  feet  out  into  the  Hudson  river,  from 
Harlem  river  down  to  the  southerly  side  of  Hamm<»id 
street,  as  the  western  boundary  of  this  city,  giving  the  fee 
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Your  memorialists  would  further  say,  that  no  temporary, 
beal  and  narrow  extension  of  West  street  will  in  anywise 
fulfill  (he  great  objects  now  in  contemplation,  but  would 
only  entail  expense,  without  a  legal  title,  and  would  al- 
together fall  short  of  the  real  and  great  object. 

Your  memorialists  are  therefore  desirous  that  a  title 
should  thus  be  obtained  for  the  Corporation,  which  should 
not  impair  the  vested  legal  right  of  individuals ;  and  that 
when  snch  law  has  passed,  the  said  owners  of  wharf  rights 
ihaH  have  the  aforesaid  privilege  and  pre-emptive  right  to 
make  such  extensions,  as,  and  whensoever  the  same  shall 
be  directed  by  the  Corporation. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

DANIEL  C.  KINGSLAND, 
CORNELIUS  K.  SUTTON. 

Dated,  New  York,  Dec.  20,  1849. 


T$  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  qfJ^Tew  York. 
The  memorial  of  Robert  Dodge  of  said  city, 

RESPECTFULLY  SHOWETH : 

That  your  memoralist  is  the  attorney  in  fact  of  Cecilia  de 
Nottbeck,  who  possesses  in  an  undivided  estate  one  hundred 
feet  in  front  on  West  street  from  the  northerly  comer  of 
King  street  to  the  southerly  corner  of  Leroy  and  West 
street  aforesaid ;  and  also  as  the  devisee  of  John  Jacob 
Astor,  deceased,  by  grant  from  the  Corporation  of  this  city, 
dated  May  1st,  1810,  and  recorded  in  the  office  of  the 
Comptroller  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  book  F,  of  Water 
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BOARD  OF    ALDEEMEN, 

MARCH  18, 1850. 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers 
and  Slips,  in  relation  to  the  building  of  an  addition  to 
pier  No.  12,  North  river,  with  resolution  therefor,  was 
teceived,  luid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  prilMed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


ttablvtsdy  That  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piem  attd 
Slips  inquire  into  and  report  to  this  Board,  whether  the 
]^rivat6  owners  of  pier  No.  12,  North  river,  are  not  willing 
tb  give  to  the  Corporation  a  proper  consideration  for  the 
land  lying  under  water,  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  oW 
pier,  and  upon  which,  by  resolution  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, a  pier  has  been  ordered  to  be  built ;  and  pending  thii 
investigation,  that  the  Street  Commissioner  be  requested  tt> 
^tty,  if  possible,  the  construction  of  the  additiM  ordered. 

By  ALDERMAN  DODGUB, 

Se€€fnd  Ward, 
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mon  Council,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
work  should  proceed  as  ordered;  and  they  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  providing  for  building  the  intermediate 
tpace  alluded  to. 

Resolvedy  That  the  intermediate  space  between  the  old 
L  on  pier  12,  North  river,  and  the  addition  ordered  to  be 
built  to  said  pier,  be  built  up  on  piles,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Street  Commissioner,  and  that  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated 
to  defray  the  proportion  of  the  expense  to  be  borne  by  the 
Corporation  therefor,  the  same  to  be  taken  from  the 
general  appropriation  for  Docks  and  Slips. 

JAMES  E.  WOOD,         )    Committee  on 

>  Wharvesy  Piere 
JONAS  F.  CONCKLIN,  )     and  Slips. 


UO€VlllE]VT    No.   3S. 


BOARD   OF    ALDERMEN, 


MARCH  14,  1850. 


.  -X     \     ^'^       .A^  -v -  *   '  \^ 


The  following  communication  was  received  from  the 
Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  witii  the  opinion  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  the  case  of  William  C.  H.  Waddell. 

S.  T.  BEEKMAN,  Deputy  Clerk. 


Office  of  Counsel  to  the  Corpokation,  ) 

March  4th9  1850.         ) 

To  the  Common  Council  : 

I  have  to  submit,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  delivered  on  Saturday  last,  in  the  cause  of 
W.  Coventry  H.  Waddell,  against  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
flbc.,  of  this  city. 

The  suit  was  instituted  by  Mr.  Waddell,  to  restrain  tlk 
Corporation  from  further  execution  of  the  ordinance  phased 
in  April,  1849,  to  reduce  the  grade  of  Murray  Hill. 
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The  grounds  assumed  by  Mr.  Waddell,  were : 

1st.  That  the  grades  having  been  once  fixed  by  the 
Common  Council,  could  not  afterwards  be  changed. 

2d.  That  the  work  could  not  be  done  without  first  mak- 
ing him  compensation  for  the  injury  he  might  sustain. 

3d.  That  if  the  law  had  made  no  provision  for  his  com- 
pensation, the  work  could  not  be  done  at  all. 

It  was  contended  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation,  that 
the  Common  Council  has  full  power  to  alter,  amend  and 
regulate  the  streets,  whenever  and  as  often,  and  to  such 
extent,  and  in  such  manner  as  it  might  deem  expedient. 

That  the  regulation  or  alteration  of  the  streets  was  not 
the  taking  of  private  property  for  public  use;  and  though 
the  owner  of  property  miff ht  suffer  in  consequence  of  such 
regulation,  the  law  had  not  made  any  provision  for  the 
compensation  for  such  inconvenience,  and  such  a  case  did 
not  call  for  compensation « 

It  will  be  seen  that  these  views,  have  been  sustained  by 
the  Court,  and  I  would  suggest  to  your  Honorable  Body, 
that  as  there  are  several  other  causes  dependant  upon  the 
principles  decided  in  this,  that  said  opinion  be  printed. 

In  this  connection,  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Common  Council,  to  the  propriety  of 
making  application  to  the  Legislature  for  authority,  in  all 
cases  where  the  grades  of  streets  or  avenues  have  been 
established,  and  the  curb  and  gutter  set,  or  pavements  laid 
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to  conform  thereto,  and  the  Common  Council  may  deter- 
mine to  alter  such  grade ;  that  the  assessors  appointed  to 
make  an  estimate  and  assessment  of  the  expense  of  con- 
forming to  such  new  grade,  be  also  empowered  to  make  an 
estimate  of  the  loss  or  damage  which  any  person  or  per- 
sons may  sustain  by  such  change  of  grade,  and  to  assess 
SQch  loss  or  damage  in  addition  to  such  expense. 

I  am  satisfied  that  cases  when  such  compensation  ought 
to  be  made,  will  frequently  occur,  and  I  see  no  good  reason 
why  the  property  benefited  by  the  change  of  grade,  should 
not  contribute  to  make  good  to  some  extent,  the  loss  and 
injury  individuals  might  sustain  in  conforming  to  such  new 
grades. 

I  submit  this  matter  to  the  consideration  of  your  Honor- 
able Body,  as  one,  in  my  judgment,  entitled  to  your  early 
consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect,  yours, 

HENRY   E.  DAVIES. 
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SUPREME  COURT. 


httmi^ti^im^m^mi^ 


William  C.  H.  Waddell, 

vs. 

Ths  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the 

City  of  New  York. 


By  the  Court.    Edwards,  J. 


It  appears  from  the  complaint  of  the  plaindflT  in  this 
cause,  that  he  is  the  owner  in  fee  simple,  of  certain  lands 
in  the  Eighteenth  Ward  of  the  city  of  New  York,  situated 
on  the  Fifth  avenue  and  Thirty-seventh  and  Thirty<«ighth 
streets  in  said  city,  between  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  avenues ; 
that  these  avenues  and  streets  were  laid  out  under  the  Act 
of  April  3,  1807 ;  that  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and 
before  the  year  1844,  the  defendants,  in  Common  Council 
convened,  established  a  certain  grade  for  said  avenue  and 
streets  adjoining  said  lands  of  the  plaintiff,  and  that  they 
were  regulated  in  pursuance  of  such  grade.  It  further  ap- 
pears that  the,  plaintiff  purchased  the  lands  after  the  grades 
had  been  established,  and  that  after  such  purchase  he 
erected  a  large  and  expensive  dwelling-house  and  other 
buildings,  and  made  other  and  valuable  improvements,  all 
of  which  were  erected  and  made  according  to  the  then 
established  grades  of  the  said  avenue  and  streets.  The 
complaint  then  alleges  that  the  defendants  have  passed  an 
ordinance  to  alter  and  amend  the  said  grades,  in  such  mjan- 
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nexj  BB  to  cause  a  great  depression  thereof,  and  prays  that 
the  defendants  may  be  restrained  from  making  such  altera- 
tion, for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  complaint. 

The  first  ground  taken  by  the  plaintiff's  counsel  upon 
the  argument  was,  that  the  defendants  having  once  estab- 
lished the  grade  have  no  right  to  change  it. 

The  charter  under  which  the  defendants  were  incorpora- 
ted, declares  that  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  '^  shall 
have  full  power,  license  and  authority,  not  only  to  estab- 
lish, appoint,  order  and  direct  the  making  and  laying  out 
of  all  other  streets,  lands,  alleys,  highways,  water  courses 
and  bridges,  not  already  made  or  laid  out,  but  also  the 
aUeringj  amending  and  repairing  all  such  streets,  lanes, 
alleys,  highways,  water  courses  and  bridges,  heretofore 
made  or  laid  out,  or  hereafter  to  be  made  or  laid  out  in  and 
throughout  the  said  city  of  New  York,  in  such  manner  as 
the  said  Common  Council  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  shall  think  or  judge  to  be  necessary  and  con- 
venient for  all  the  inhabitants  and  travelers  there." 
{Kent^s  Charter^  58,  59,)  and  by  section  175  of  "  an  Act 
to  reduce  several  laws,  relating  particularly  to  the  city  of 
New  York,  into  one  Act,"  passed  April  9,  1813,  (R.  L. 
4DT,)the  defentants  were  authorized,  amongst  other  things, 
to  order  and  direct  the  altering  and  amending  of  any  street ; 
and  provisions  were  made  pointing  out  the  manner  in 
which  such  alteration  and  amendment  should  be  carried 
into  effect. 

It  is  under  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  and  of  the  Act 
ef  1813,  that  the  defendants  contend  that  they  have  the 
power  to  make  the  proposed  changes  in  the  avenue  and 
>  streiets  before  mentioned. 
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should  be  permanently  fixed  and  established.  This  pro- 
Tision  was  found  by  experience  to  be  impracticable ;  and 
in  the  year  1827  it  was  repealed.  (Laws  1827,  p.  246.) 

But  it  was  contended  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  that  if 
luch  power  is  vested  in  the  defendants,  it  can  only  be  ex- 
ercised in  cases  of  necessity,  and  that  such  necessity  does 
not  exist  in  this  case.  The  answer  to  this  is,  that  the  char- 
ter makes  the  Common  Council  the  judges  of  the  necessity, 
and  it  is  not  our  province  to  revise  their  judgment,  or  to 
examine  into  their  motives. 

The  next  ground  which  was  taken  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff,  was  that  no  estimate  and  assessment  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  contemplated  alteration  have  been  made,  and 
that  no  assessment  for  said  expenses  has  been  collected. 

After  the  thorough  examination,  which  this  question  has 
recently  undergone  in  the  Superior  Court,  in  the  case  of 
Weimare  vs.  Campbellj  and  the  very  conclusive  reasoning 
by  which  it  is  shown,  that  no  such  estimate  or  assessment 
is  necessary  in  a  case  like  the  one  before  us,  we  consider 
it  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  opinion  which  was  delivered  on 
that  occasion. 

But  it  is  contended  that  the  defendants  have  no  right  to 
make  the  proposed  alteration  without  making  compensa- 
tion for  the  injury  which  it  is  alleged  that  the  plaintiff  will 
sustain. 

This  depends  upon  the  question  whether  his  property  is 
to  be  taken. 

It  was  contended,  on  the  argument^  that  the  right  of 
way  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  avenue  and  streets  adjoining  his 
premises^  is  property,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
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UOCVMENT    No.    36. 


BOARD   OF    ALDERMEN, 


APRIL  3,  1850. 


The  following  act,  amending  the  acti  heretofore  passed  in 
relation  to  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
myen  hundred  and  fifty  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  CUrk. 


AN   ACT 

to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^^  an  act  for  the  mo&c 
Effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  new 
york,  and  to  amend  the  acts  heretofore  passed  for 

THAT  PURPOSE,"   PASSED  MARCH  7tH,  1849. 

Passed  March  29, 1850, ''  three-fifths  being  present." 

The  People  of  ike  State  ofJSTew  Yorkj  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly^  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  Section  twenty-eight  of  the  act  entitled,  *'  An  act 
for  the  more  eflectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of 
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New  York,  and  to  amend  the  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that 
purpose,"  passed  March  7,  1849,  is  hereby  amended,  and 
shall  read  as  follows : 

The  duties  and  powers  that  were  by  law  conferred  upon 
the  Fire  Wardens  in  the  city  of  New  York,  prior  to  the 
passage  of  an  act  entitled,  ^^  An  act  for  the  establiihiDent 
and  regulation  of  the  police  of  the  city  of  New  York,'' 
passed  May  7,  1844,  as  well  as  the  duties  and  po¥rerB  of 
Fire  Wardens,  conferred  upon  the  police  by  the  said  act, 
and  by  the  act  to  amend  the  same,  passed  May  13,  1846, 
are  hereby  conferred  and  imposed  upon  the  officers  to  be 
appointed,  as  hereinafter  in  this  section  mentioned,  who 
shall  be  known  and  designated  by  the  name  of  Fire  Wi- 
dens of  the  city  of  New  York. 

That  such  Fire  Wardens  shall  be  twelve  in  number,  and 
shall  be  selected  from  firemen  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
exempt  by  law  from  duty,  at  the  time  of  such  selection, 
whether  then  in  active  duty  or  not,  and  shall  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Common  Council,  upon  the  nomination  of  the 
representatives  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  by  a  majority  of  the  voles  cast  by  them  for  that  pnr- 
pose. 

That  the  said  Fire  Wardens,  shall  within  ten  days  after 
their  appointment,  be  classified  into  three  classes,  (four  in 
each  class,)  by  lot,  to  be  drawn  by  the  President  of  the 
said  Fire  Department,  or  in  case  of  his  absence,  by  the 
Vice  President,  or  by  one  of  tlic  Trustees  of  the  said  Fire 
Department,  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  notified  to  said  Fire 
Wardens,  and  a  certificate  of  such  drawing  und  classifica- 
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tioo  shall  be  signed  by  such  President,  Vice  President  or 
trustee,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York.  The  classes  shall  be  respectively 
numbered  one,  two  and  three,  according  to  the  term  of 
serrice  of  each.  Class  one  shall  serve  one  year ;  class  two 
shall  serve  two  years ;  class  three  shall  serve  three  years,  and 
until  their  successors  in  office  shall  be  appointed.  The  first 
nomination  and  appointment  of  twelve  Fire  Wardens, 
shall  be  made  as  soon  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  as  prac- 
ticable, and  thereafter  the  nomination  and  appointment  in 
place  of  those  whose  term  of  office  shall  expire,  shall  be 
made  annually,  on  or  about  the  second  Tuesday  of  April, 
in  each  succeeding  year ;  the  term  of  office  of  said  Fire 
Wardens,  who  shall  be  first  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall 
end  as  follows :  class  one,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  April, 
1861 ;  class  two,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  April,  1852 ; 
and  class  three,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  April,  1853 » 
and  until  their  successors  in  office  shall  be  appointed  as 
aforesaid.  All  vacancies  happening  during  any  term  or 
terms  of  office,  shall  be  filled  as  often  as  they  shall  occur 
by  a  like  nomination,  and  appointment. 

§  2.  Section  twenty-nine  of  the  said  act  hereby  amend- 
ed, is  hereby  amended,  and  shall  read  as  follows  :  '^  It  shall 
also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire  Wardens  respectively,  to 
inquire  and  examine  into  any  and  every  violation  of  any 
of  the  provisions'  of  the  acts  heretofore  passed  for  the  pre- 
vention of  fires,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  of  the 
several  acts  amending  or  modifying  the  same,  or  in  addi- 
tion thereto,  or  entending  the  fire  limits  in  said  city,  and  of 
this  act;  and  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Fire  War- 
dens respectively,  to  give  or  cause  to  be  given,  a  notice  in 
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which  Ihey  may  be  allotted,  and  to  report  themtelv^s  to 
the  Engitaeer  in  command,  and  to  wear  at  fluch  fires,  the 
usual  fire-cap,  with  the  words  "  Fire  Warden,"  and  the 
nnmber  of  such  district  conspicuously  painted  thereon,  in 
white  on  a  black  ground. 

That  the  said  Fire  Wardens  shall  report  all  their  prO' 
ceedings,  and  such  facts  and  iuformation  as  they  shall  ac- 
quire in  respect  to  the  subject  matter  of  their  duties,  to  the 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  to  the  said 
representatives  annually,  on  or  before  the  second  Tuesday 
of  April,  and  oftener,  if  required  so  to  do. 

That  the  said  Fire  Wardens  shall  be  provided  by  the 
Cmnmon  Council  of  said  city  with  an  office,  and  with  ne«- 
cenary  fuel  and  stationery  for  the  same,  which  office  shall 
be  kept  open  daily  (Sundays  and  holidays  excepted,)  from 
eight  o'clock,  a.  m.  until  five  o'clock,  p.  m«  That  said 
Common  Council  shall,  upon  the  nomination  of  a  majori- 
ty of  said  Fire  Wardens,  appoint  a  suitable  person  as  clerk 
to  said  Fire  Wardens,  at  a  salary  not  exceeding  five  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  subject  to  removal  at  any  time  by 
the  Common  Council,  upon  the  request  of  a  majority  of 
the  Fire  Wardens  for  incapacity  or  neglect  of  duty  prescri- 
bed to  him  by  said  Fire  Wardens ;  and  upon  any  such  re- 
moval, another  clerk  shall,  upon  like  nomination,  be  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
clerk  to  attend  at  such  office  during  said  office  hours. 

The  Common  Council,  at  the  request  of  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  the  representatives  of  said  Fire  De-r 
partmenf,  may  remove  any  of  said  Fire  Wardens  from  of* 
fice  for  incapacity  or  neglect  of  duty. 
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§  3.  SecdoQ  thirty -two  of  said  act  hereby  amended,  it 
hereby  amended,  and  shall  read  as  follows : 

The  said  Fire  Wardens  shall  have  power  to  make  such 
by-laws  for  their  own  government  as  shall  not  be  contrary 
to  law,  or  to  the  ordinances  of  the  Corporation  of  the  said 
city,  and  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  said  representatives. 

§  4.  The  thirty  third  section  of  said  act  hereby  amended, 
is  hereby  amended,  and  shall  read  as  follows : 

The  compensation  of  said  Fire  Wardens  shall  be  fixed 
by  the  Common  Council  of  said  city  of  New  York  at  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  to  each 
Fire  Warden,  and  shall,  as  well  as  the  salary  of  said  clefk, 
and  the  rent  of  said  office,  and  the  expense  of  fuel  and  sta- 
tionery, be  paid  by  the  Comptroller  of  said  city,  by  war- 
rants, quarterly  ;  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York,  shall  have  power  to  raise  by  tax 
a  smn  necessary  to  defi-ay  the  same. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  Assistant  Engineers,  as  provi- 
ded for  in  the  said  act  hereby  amended,  shall  continue, 
any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary,  until  the  first 
appointment  of  twelve  Fire  Wardens  shall  be  made,  as 
hereinbefore  provided,  and  no  longer,  and  the  salaries  of 
such  engineers  shall  be  paid  up  to  that  time. 

§  6.  The  notice  mentioned  in  the  twenty -fourth  section  of 
the  said  act  hereby  amended,  may  be  signed  by  any  of  the 
said  Wardens,  with  the  same  force,  validity  and  efiect  as 
if  the  same  were  signed  by  any  of  the  Trustees  of  the 


389  (Doc.  No.  26 

said  Fire  Department,  as  provided  for  in  said  last  meotion- 
ed  section. 

§  6.  Nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  repeal  the  act  passed  March  25,  1850,  entitled  an  act 
to  authorize  Alexander  T.  Stewart  to  continue  and  com- 
plete his  present  store  in  Broadway,  in  the  city  of  New 
York. 

§  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,        ) 

Secretary's  Office.    )    I  have  compared  the  preceding* 

with  an  original  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  state, 

on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  certify  that  the  same  is 

a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the  whole  of 

.  said  original  act. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office, 
[l.  S.J  at  the  city  of  Albany,  this  thirtieth 

day   of  March,   one   thousand   eight 
hundred  and  fifty. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 
Dep.  Secretary  of  State* 


i 
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BOAED   OF    ALDEEMEI, 


APRIL  3,  1850. 


^y-s.,.      -sz-V-^-Z^j^^  •■*v-'*  J^    -N     -N_    N    ' 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Comptroller, 
in  aniwer  to  a  resolution  by  Alderman  Haws,  relative  to 
the  appropriations,  expenditures,  &c.,  for  the  year  1860, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Ruolvedf  That  the  Comptroller  be  requested  to  report 
to  this  Board  the  amount  of  the  annual  appropria- 
tions for  the  present  year,  under  their  several  heads ;  the 
amounts  of  such  appropriations  already  expended  and  paid ; 
the  several  amounts  which  the  Common  Council  have 
Toted  to  expend,  but  not  yet  paid  ;  and  also  the  balance  of 
the  annual  appropriations  that  still  remain  unappropriated 
for  special  purposes. 

By  ROBT.  T.  haws. 
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Finance  Department,  Comptroller's  Offick,  ) 

New  York,  April  3,  1850.       ) 

To  the  Honorable 

the  Board  of  Aldermen  : 

Gentlemen  : 

Id  compliance  with  the  annexed  resolution,  I  herewith 
submit  the  accompanying  statement,  showing  "  the  amount 
of  the  annual  appropriations  for  the  present  jrear^  ^^^^f^ 
their  several  heads;  the  amount  of  such  approj^iafipof 
already  expended  and  paid  ;  the  several  amoyiii^  wjbich 
the  Common  Council  have  voted  to  expeiid,  biit  QOt  yet 
paid ;  and  also  the  balance  of  the  annual  appropriationi 
that  still  remain  unappropriated  for  special  purposes,"  as 
appears  on  the  books  of  this  Department,  April  Ist,  1850. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOS.  R.  TAYLOR, 
CompfroUtr. 


SXPENDITUBES    OF    ClY 


accol'n: 

Alnm  Uonae, 

A<|aediict  Repairs, 

Aqiwdaet  CoDittniction, 

BottdofHcdth, 

Cotoner's  Fees, 

Qeuiiiig  Corporation  Docks  ai 

Coonty  Contingencies, 

Cootingent  Expenses  of  Comm# 

Cleaning  Streets, 

Pffnationfl, • 

Docki  and  Slips,  {New  Work^ 
"      "      {Repain,).., 

£leetkHis, 

Errors  and  Delinquencieit,. . .  • 

Fire  Department, • 

Interest  on  Revenue  Boud^, . .  • 

Intestate  Estates, 

LniBmsand  Gas, 

haaoB  Purehased  for  AjBoensmt 
I^nds  iad  Flaees, 

'•••» •> 

i * 

Aipaiia  and  Si^plies, / 

Kandi  and  ATenaes, 

8m1  Eatafte  Expenses, 

_  and  Cleanb 

Water 

OAeOTV 

Ifvkets 

PanitentiMT  Hospital,  Blackf 

Coanty  OfBoes, 

Monsjs  Reftmded  on  Sales  foi 

"  "         "    AMessiaf 

Charges  on  Arrears  of  Taxes, 

"        «*        "        "  Assess) 

Fenring  Vaeant  Lots, 

lateiest  on  AsBessments, . . . .  • 

liena  en  Lots, 

Streets   Opening, 

Streets  Paring, i 

VeDsand  Pomps, 

Extension  Croton  Water  Wi 
(Seeing  Assessment  Contraota( 
Refenne  Bonds  of  1819, 'Jt 

M  «i  1850  ....  • 

Bonding  Loan  Stock,  No.'2,.. 

Slate  Min  Tax, 

Coomion  Schools, 

Defideney  of  Interest  on  City 
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BOAED  OF  ALDERMEN, 


MARCH  18,  1850. 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  City  Inspector  was  presented 
and  directed  to  be  printed  and  placed  on  file. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk., 


City  Inspector's  Office,     ) 
New  York,  March  18,  1850.  $ 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  : 

The  undersigned  herewith  transmits  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Deaths  and  Interments  in  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  for  the  year  1849. 

Respectfully, 

A.  W.  WHITE. 


Doc.  No.  28.)  396 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  : 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  "  An  Ordinance 
organizing  the  Departments  of  the  Municipal  Government 
of  the  city  of  New  York,''  (§  398,)  it  becomes  my  duty,  at 
this  time,  to  lay  before  your  Honorable  Body  a  report  of 
^^  the  whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  during  the  pre- 
ceding year,  with  the  sexes,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  per- 
sons so  dying. 

The  report  thus  required  by  the  ordinance  is  herewith 
respectfully  submitted  for  your  consideration,  and  will  be 
found  to  embrace  all  the  particulars  required,  together  with 
auch  practical  remarks  and  suggestions  as  naturally  present 
themselves  in  connection  with  a  review  of  the  events  of 
the  past  year. 

The  matters  embraced  in  tliis  report  have  been  arranged 
in  the  following  order,  viz  : 

First.  A  statement  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  report- 
ed to  this  Department  during  the  year,  with  the  number  of 
still-bom,  and  of  premature  births ; — the  number  of  those 
brought  to  this  city  for  interment; — and  what  proportion 
of  the  deaths  reported  were  of  whites,  blacks,  males  and 
females. 

Second.  The  returns  for  the  year  so  arranged  as  to  show 
the  number  of  deaths  in  each  month,  and  exhibiting  what 
proportion  of  the  deaths  for  the  month  were  of  males,  fe- 
males, adults  or  children. 
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Third.  A  table  exhibiting  the  number  of  still-born  chil- 
dren of  either  sex,  as  reported  during  each  month  of  the 
past  year. 

Fourth.  A  table  showing  the  places  of  nativity  of  the 
deceased. 

Fifth.  A  statement  of  the  number  of  deaths  at  various 
public  institutions. 

Sixth.  A  statement  showing  the  places  of  interment, 
and  the  number  deposited  in  each. 

Seventh.  Monthly  returns  arranged  in  tabular  form,  and 
exhibiting  the  number  of  deaths  from  any  particular  dis- 
ease during  each  month  of  the  year,  as  also  the  sex  and 
age  of  the  persons  so  dying. 

Eighth.  Remarks. 
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I. 

GENERAL   SUMMARY. 

The  whole  number  of  deatlis  reported  to  this  De- 
partment  during  the  year  1849,  was 23,773 

Which  number  includes  the  still-born  and 
premature  births,  amounting  together  to    1,320 

Deducting  these,  and  also  the  number  of 
those  brought  from  other  places  to  this 
city  for  interment 80 

Making  together 1,400 

We  have  the  number  of  deaths  which  actually 
occurred  from  disease,  casualties,  &c 22,373 

if  a  further  deduction  be  made  of  the  number  of 
casualties,  such  as  drowning,  etc.,  with  suicides 
and  murders,  amounting  in  all  to 367 

The  remainder  thus  obtained  will  exhibit  the  total 

number  of  deaths  from  disease  alone  to  have  been     22,006 

Of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  reported   there 

were,  whites 23,147 

blacks 626 

Total 23,773 

The  number  of  male  adults  was 5,931 

"  "      children" 6,534 

Total  males 12,465 

The  number  of  female  adults  was 5,814 

*'  "      children " 5,494 

Total  females 11,308 

Total  adults. 11,745 

Total  children 12,028 
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IL 

MONTHLY  RETURNS. 

The  number  of  deaths  reported  io  the  month  of  January, 
1849,  was  1,332,  viz  : 

^xr^   ft-/j  >  Adults, 555 

Women, 276  J  ' 

Boys, ^^^^ChiWren        777 

Girls, 325  J  umidren, ••./// 

Total, 1,332 

In  the  month  of  February,  1,341,  viz  : 

mr;;Vn::::::::::::il?SA^"^'»'.----^6^ 
&:::::::•;;;;;;.  SJ  Children,..  774 

Total, 1,341 

In  the  month  of  March,  1,405,  viz  : 

Men, 289  >  .,  ,,  r«-. 

Women agli^^"'^' ^^^ 

S:::::::::::::::^ljchiidren,...83ft 

Total,....,  •..  1,405 
In  the  month  of  April,  1,443,  viz : 

womVn::::::::::::  l'i\  ^^-^^^ ^^ 

Total, 1,443 
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In  the  month  of  May,  1,392,  viz  : 

rn;;;;:::::::::::'^?!  Adults, 589 

S;::::::::::::::S2ichiwren,...803 

Total, 1,392 

In  the  month  of  Jitne,  2,306,  viz : 

Men J?n  Adults,...  1,267 

Women, 572  J  '        ' 

Total, 2,306 

In  the  month  of  July,  5,296,  viz : 

fc;;;.:::::::::l:tJJhd«i»,... 3,049 
a;.v.v;:.v.v.":i^h''''''""'-*^' 

Total, 5,296 

In  the  month  of  August,  3,995,  viz : 

S;::::::::::::  ^|  chud™„..i,88o 

Total, 3,995 
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In  the  moQtli  of  September,  1,785,  viz  : 

r^;;v//.:v.v::::  SI  Adults, 829 

Ga::::::::::::::::  Si  |  Children,... 956 

Total, 1,785 

In  the  month  of  October,  1,277,  viz : 

w:;;Vn;::.::::::::2S|  Adults 533 

&,:;;;;;;.:: : :  ::t^\  children,. .  .744 

Total, 1,277 

In  the  month  of  NovEMBfis,  992,  viz  : 

mr^;nv;;;;;;;;;;.L1|Aduit«, 474 

gS;::::::::::::::  lu\  chiidren,...6i8 

Total, 992 


In  the  month  of  December,  1,209,  viz  : 

Men, 306  >  .j  i.  -«, 

Women, 2555  A^'J'«» ^^ 

gX':::::";;;;;:;;:  l^\  chiidre„,...648 

Total, 1,209 
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III. 


The  following  table  exhibits  at  one  view  the  number  of 
STILL  BORN  CHILDREN  of  either  seXy  €is  reported  during 
each  month  of  the  past  year  : 


MOUTHS. 

67 

FMnli. 

[n  the  moQth  of  January  there 

were  still-born 

39 

<4 

44 

February        ^' 

(                          (4 

62 

39 

u 

44 

March             *^ 

I                           44 

48 

49 

u 

44 

April                ^^ 

44 

48 

47 

u 

44 

May                 '^ 

;                        44 

61 

44 

u 

44 

June               *' 

i                            44 

70 

41 

a 

44 

July                '' 

44 

62 

38 

a 

44 

August            ** 

(                            44 

56 

53 

u 

44 

September       *^ 

I                          44 

59 

32 

u 

44 

October            *^ 

I                          44 

51 

44 

C4 

44 

November       *^ 

;                  44 

48 

37 

(4 

44 

December       *^ 
Total 

:                   44 

I 

42 

674 

•  •  •  • 

41 

494 
1168 
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IV. 

TABLE 

Showing  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  1849,  ar- 
ranged according  to  the  places  of  natvnty  of  the  deceased. 

Uoited  States, 15,178 

Ireland, 5,680 

Germany, 1,535 

EDgland,* 551 

Scotland, 239 

France,.  •  • 96 

British  America, 54 

Wales, 39 

West  Indies, • 37 

Holland, 80 

Fnissia^..  ^ 18 

Switzerland,.  «...^ 18 

Italy, 15 

Sweden,i. 15 

Denmark,  *•  ^« « •• ..  13 

Russia, • ••  ••  9  ^ 

Poland,.^ 8 

Africa, 6 

Norway, & 

Portugal 5 

South  America, 3 

Spain, 3 

Belgium, 2 

Unknown, * 214 

Total, 23,773 

2 
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V. 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  AT   VARIOUS  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

From  the  returns  it  appears  that  there  died  at 

Ward's  Island, 966 

Bellevue  Hospital^ 545 

Centre  street  Hospital, ,•••  368 

Alms  House,  filackwell's  Island, •  349 

City  Hospital, ....,  389 

William  street  Hospital, 301 

Penitentiary  Hospital,  Blackwell's  Island,.  • •  •  •  261 

Randall's  Island^ IM 

Lunatic  Asylum,  Blackwell's  Island, 196 

Thirteenth  street  Hospital, 133 

Colored  Home, 139 

Stanton  street  Hospital, • •••..••••   Ill 

Thirty.fiftb  street  Hospital, ,     69 

Small  Pox  Hospital,  Blackwell's  Island, •     28 

City  Prison, 16 

Colored  Orphan  Asylum, • .     16 

House  of  Refuge, • « 8 

Bloomingdale  Hospital, •  •  •       7 

Total, ?. 4,010 
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VI. 

Interments  during  the  year  were  in  the  following  Cern- 
eteriesy  viz  : 

Roman  Catholic, *7,552 

Potter's  Field, 5,602 

Methodist, 2,017 

Presbyterian, 1,365 

German  Lutheran, 631 

Episcopal, 519 

Datoh  Reformed, 353 

African, 268 

Hebrew, 254 

Baptist, 228 

Marble  Cemeteries, 166 

Friends, 57 

Leake  &  Watts, 2 

Removed  from  the  city, 4,760 

Total, 23,773 

The  number  brought  into  the  city  from  other 

places,  for  interment,  was • 80 

*  Of  thif  number  7,349  were  interred  in  WilliamBbaigh. 
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I 


1849— JANUARY. 


Erysipelas, 

Eruption, 

Fracture, 

Fistula, 

Fever, 

"     Bilious, 

'^     Intermittent,.. .. 
Inflammatory,.. , 

Puerperal, 

^'     Remittent, 

"     Scarlet, 

Typhoid,...!... 

Typhus, 

Congestive, 

"     Hectic, 

"    Nervous, 

Gout, 

Gravel, 

Heart,  Disease  of, 

Hip  Disease, 

Hooping  Cough, 

Hydrophobia, 

Inanition, .'. 

Influenza, 

Inflammation, 

*<  of  Bladder, 


20  !  12 


1  i... 


8 
3 


6 
1 


21 
8 

19 
7 

34 
2 


. . .  I 
5 

13 
3 

17 
1 


18 


14 


8 


1 
2 
2 


21 
3 
6 
4 

17 
1 


12 


ll 


7 


1 
1 


•  •  • 


■  •  • 


. .  • . 


a 
a 
u 
it 
a 

a 


Insanity,. 
Intemperance, 
Jaundice, 


of  Brain,. 

of  Bowels, 

of  Chest,.. .... 

of  Heart, 

of  Kidneys,... . 

of  Lungs, 

of  Pericardium, 
of  Stomach,.. . . 

of  Throat, 

of  Womb, 

of  Liver, 


27 

30 

1 

4 

1 

121 


12 
10 
13 


1 

11 

2 


20 

11 

1 

1 

1 

66 


6 
2 

7 


1 

10 
1 


7 
19 


3 
65 


6 
8 
6 


.  ■  •  • 


1 
1 


9 
6 


2 
34 


1 
1 
2 


•  •  • 


*  •  • 


2 
1 


2 


2 


3 

4 


•  •  • 


16 


1 
2 

•  •  • 


•  •  •• 
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1849^JANUARY. 


Killed  or  Murdered,, 

Lues  Venerea, 

Malformation, 

Marasmus, 

Measles, 

Mortification, 

Neuralgia, 

Old  Age, 

Palsy, 

Poison, 

Premature  Birth,.  • . 

Pleurisy, 

Rheumatism, 

Rupture, 

Scrofula, 

Small  Pox, t  •• 

Spinal  Disease, 

Sprue, 

Still-born, 

Suicide, 

Stone, 

Stricture, 

Suffocation, 

Strangulation, 

Scurvy, 

Sch-, 


/ration  of  Intestines, . 

*•  of  Larynx,.. . 

"  of  Stomach,.. 

«  of  Throat,... 

"  of  Lungs, . . . . 

Unknown, 

Varioloid, 

Worms, »•  *• 


Total,. 


2 

3 

31 

19 

2 


i 


15 

12 
2 

19 
2 
4 
2 
9 

48 


1 

2 

11 

10 


1 

96 

2 


8 
7 
2 

14 
2 
3 
2 
3 

24 


1 
1 
20 
9 
2 


7 
5 


4 
1 
2 


67 
2 


5 

1 


.  . 


ij 


2 

3 

13 

4 

•  •  •  < 


7 


•  •  •  • 


•  •  •  • 


•  •  •  • 


6 
24 


1 

29 


•  •  « 


3 
1 

>  .  ( 

1 
3 


19 
1 
1 


5 
15 


1 


«  . 


10 
6 


2 
3 


1 
1 


8 
2 


I332I  7311  6O1I  306 


»  . 


4 

8 
1 


•  •  • 


1 


•  •  •  a 

•  •  •  • 


1 


1 

5 


•  •  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  •  • 

•  • « • 


1 


■  •  r« 
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Report  of  Deaths  mmsm 


1849^FEBRUARY. 


Abscess, •  •  •  • 

Aneurism, ;.. . . 

Apoplexy, 

A^nyxia, 

Asthma, 

Atrophia, 

Angioa, 

Bleeding, 

"        from  Stomach, 
^^        from  Lungs;.. 

Burned  or  Scalded,.... 

Bronchitis, 

Cancer  of  Womb, 

Caries, 

Cancer,! 

Carbuncle, 

Casualties, 

Cholera  Infantum, 

'^       Morbus, 

Colic, 

Consumption, 

Convulsions 

Croup, % . 

Congestion, 

*^  of  Lungs,... 

Concussion, 

Constipation, 

Cyanosis, 

Debility,.. 

Delirium  Tremens,.. .  * . , 

Diabetes, 

DiarrhoBa, 

Dropsy, .i 

'^      in  the  Head,... 

^<      in  the  Chest,... 

^^      in  the  Bowels,. . 

U  Drowned, . ^ < . . ... . ^ i 4 

I  Dysentery...........  c. 

H  Dyspepna, ••• 
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MoHTH  OF  February,  1849. 
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Report  of  Deaths  ditbim 


1849— MARCH. 
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Report  of*Death8  i 


1849— JULY. 


Killed  or  Murdered, 

Lues  Venerea, 

Malformation, 

Marasmus, 

Measles, 

Mortification, 

Neuralgia, 

Old  Age, 

Palsy, 

Poison, , 

Premature  Birth, , 

Pleurisy, 

Rheumatism, 

Rupture, 

Scrofula, 

Small  Pox, 

Spinal  Disease, 

Sprue, 

Still-born, 

Suicide, , 

Stone, 

Stricture, 

Suffocation, 

Strangulation, 

Scurry, , 
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Teething, 
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Ulceration  of  Intestines, . 
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of  Stomach,.. 

of  Throat,.. . 
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Report  of  Deaths  dui 


1849— AUGUST. 
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M  ONTH  OF  August,  1849. 
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Report  of  Deatbs  Duaiira 


1849— AUGUST. 


Killed  or  Murdered,, 

Lues  Venera, 

Malformation, 

Marasmus, 

Measles, 

Mortification, 

Neuralgia, 

Nostalgia, 

Old  Age, 

Palsy, 

Poison. 


Premature  Birth, 

Pleurisy, I.< 

Rheumatism, 

Rupture, • 

Scrofula, 

Small  Pox, 

Spinal  Disease, 

Sprue, 

Still-born,.,  .r 

Suicide,  • , 

Stricture, 

Suffocation, 

Strangulation, , 

Scurvy, 

Schirrus, • 

Teetliing, 

Tetanus, 

Tumor, 

Ulcers, 

Ulceration  of  Intestines, 

of  Larynx,.. 

of  Stomach,. 

of  Throat,... 

of  Lungs,.. . 
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Varioloid, 

Worm8,....4 ••• 
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Report  of  Deaths  durihg 


1849— SEPTEMBER. 


Abscess, 5 
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Burned  or  Scalded,, 

Bronchitis, 

Cancer  of  Womb, . . . . . 

Cancrum  Oris, 

Cancer, 

Cholera, 

Casualties, 

Cholera  Infantum,. . . 

"       Morbus, 

Colic, 

Consumption, , 

Convulsions 

Croup, 

Cachexiai 

Congestion, 

^^         of  Lungs,. 
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Debility, 

Delirium  Tremens^. . . 

Diabetes, 

Diarrhoea, 

DrinkiUjg  Cold  Water, , 
Dropsy, 

"      m  the  Head,., 
in  the  Chest,, 
in  the  Bowels,. 

Drowned, 
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Report  of  Deaths  Du&nia 


1849— SEPTEMBER. 


Erysipelas, 

Eruption, 

Exposure, 

Fracture, 

Fever, 

^^      Bilious, 

''      Intermittent,.. 

"      Inflammatory, 
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"      Hectic, 
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Intemperance,. 
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REMARKS. 


The  preceding  tables  make  an  exhibit  of  interments  for 
the  year  1849,  of  Iwenty-three  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy. three.  This  number  includes  all  those  casn- 
altie^  of  still  and  premature  births,  suicides,  and  acci- 
-dental  deaths,  as  well  as  bodies  brought  to  the  city  from 
abroad;  all  of  which  have  no  reference  to  the  sanatory  con- 
dition of  the  city  during  the  past  year. 

Yet,  after  deducting  all  these,  we  have  a  large  increase 
upon  the  preceding  year,  as  follows  : 

The  number  of  interments  from  diseases,  for  1849, 

amounts  to 22,006 

In  1848,  they  amounted  to 14,199 

V  I     I 

Increase  in  1849 7,807 

Thus  the  increase  of  mortality  from  disease  alone, 
amounts  to  seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  deven.  This 
is,  for  the  most  part,  referable  to  the  prevalence  of  the  epi- 
demic that  scourged  the  city  during  six  months  of  the 
past  year,  which  of  itself  added  five  thousand  and  seventy- 
one  to  the  list  of  interments,  and  greatly  augmented  the 
number  arising  from  dysentery,  diarrhcsa,  cholera  infan- 
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turn  and  cholera  morbus;  the  increase  from  which,during  the 
ravages  o^  the  cholera,  amounted  to  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  eight,  making  in  all  six  thousand  five  hundred 
and^venty-nine  deatlis  from  extraordinary  causes,  which 
makes  the  following  general  result : 

Excess  of  1849  over  1848 7,807 

Deducting  as  extraordinary 6,579 

Excess  of  1849  over  1848,  from  ordinary  causes 1,228 

Here  we  still  have  a  large  disproportionate  excess  of 
deaths  over  the  preceding  year.  That  the  depressing  in- 
flueoce  of  the  epidemic  prevailing  was  the  cause  of  this 
increase,  may  be  shown  by  referring  to  the  monthly 
returns,  from  May  to  October,  inclusive,  which,  com- 
pared with  the  returns  for  the  same  months  in  1848, 
show,  after  deducting  the  deaths  by  cholera,  diarrhoea  and 
dysentery,  an  increase  of  two  thousand  and  seventy-seven, 
nearly  twice  the  whole  amount  of  increase  for  the  year ; 
exhibiting  favorably  the  healthful  condition  of  the  city 
in  the  preceding  and  remaining  portions  of  the  year.  In- 
deed, the  mortality  for  these  months  is  much  less  than  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  year. 

Observation  has  shown  that  the  prevalence  of  an  epi- 
demic abridges  the  mortality  from  other  diseases,  while  the 
total  number  of  deaths  is  greatly  increased. 

The  mortality  of  males  exceeds  that  of  females  one  thou- 
sand dne  hundred  and  fifty-seven.  This  excess  is  mostly 
caused  by  the  greater  mortality  of  male   children  ;  for 
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while  of  adults  the  excess  of  males  is  only  one  hundred 
and  seventeen,  that  of  children  amounts  to  one  thousand 
and  forty. 

This  low  rate  of  mortality  among  children  of  the  male 
sex,  as  here  and  elsewhere  manifested,  is  a  subject  for  in- 
teresting enquiry. 

The  higher  rate  of  mortality  in  female  adults  over  malesj 
is  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  peculiarity  of  sex,  so  much 
as  to  condition  in  life.  Males  are  more  exposed  to  the  cau- 
ses of  disease  and  accident,  by  their  professions,  calliogv 
and  business.  Among  other  examples  contributing  to 
illustrate  this,  the  following  summary  of  several  i^auses  of 
death,  as  reported  in  the  preceding  tables,  may  be  ad-r 
duced : 

The  deaths  resulting  from  casualties  amount  to^one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two,  of  which  only  twenty-four  are  females^ 

Those  resulting  from  drowning  are  one  hundred  and 
forty-six,  of  which  ten  only  are  females. 

Of  one  hundred  and  ten  cases  of  deaths  by  delirium  tre- 
mens, eighty-five  are  males.  Intemperance  adds  eighty-five 
deaths,  fifty  of  which  are  males.  This  idea  seems  further  to 
be  sustained  by  the  fact  that  no  such  disproportion  of  male 
and  female,  among  the  colored  population,  seems  to  exist. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  females  of  this  portion  of  the 
community  are  exposed  equally  with  the  males  to  the  cau- 
ses above  alluded  to. 
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The  arrangement  of  monthly  returns,  as  presented  in  my 
last  report,  are  again  adopted  in  this,  by  which  the  total 
mortality  for  each  month,  with  that  of  either  sex,  may  be 
seen  at  a  glance.  In  preparing  these  tables,  I  have  adopt- 
ed the  method  of  alphabetical  arrangement,  as  preferable 
to  those  of  any  nosological  system,  as  a  matter  of  conve- 
nience to  the  general  reader,  and  perhaps  the  more  useful 
in  a  public  document. 

The  total  number  of  deaths,  thus  arrangsd,  is  also  pre- 
sented in  subjoined  tables,  giving  a  monthly  digest  for  the 
year. 

Great  difficulty  is  still  experienced  in  thii  office  for  the 
want  of  some  uniform  system  of  nomenclature  to  be  used 
in  certificates.  There  is  great  carelessness  and  indifference 
manifested  by  physicians  in  the  performance  of  this  im- 
portant duty,  insomuch  that  these  annual  reports  and 
records  are  little  more  than  statements  of  the  number 
of  deaths,  while  the  more  interesting  and  useful  results  to 
be  derived  from  knowing  the  true  cause  of  death,  expressed 
in  a  systematic  and  uniform  language,  i»  scarcely  to  be 
found.  This  will  appear  more  obvious  in  the  review  of 
the  monthly  tables  that  follow. 

I  have  before  urged  this  subject  upon  your  Honorable 
Body,  and  earnestly  hope  some  action  will  be  had  upon 
it.  By  the  aid  of  a  competent  body  of  physicians,  a  sys- 
tem might  be  brought  forward  and  adopted,  making  it  in- 
cumbent upon  medical  men,  in  writing  certificates,  to  com- 
ply with  its  requisitions.  To  facilitate  the  general  adoption 
of  such  a  plan,  printed  blanks  should  be  issued,  with  the 
system  of  nomenclature  arranged.  Returns  of  ^^Asphyxia," 
"  Bleeding,"  "  Cancer,"  "  Congestion,"  "  Convulsions,^^ 

12 
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« Debility/*  "Eruption,"  "Fever,"  "Inflammation," 
^*  Tumor,"  and  such  like,  that  mean  little  more  than  want 
of  breath,  want  of  blood,  want  of  strength,  &c.,  would 
then  give  place  to  something  tangible  and  useful.  It 
would  be  vain,  however,  to  think  of  recommending  any 
system,  without  making  it  the  imperative  duty  of  physi- 
cians to  comply  with  its  requisitions.  For  further  and 
more  extended  reasons  upon  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer to  my  reports  of  l^st  and  the  preceding  year,  and  trust 
that  the  considerations  there  and  here  advanced  will  meet 
with  a  response  from  your  Honorable  Body.  *  In  illustra- 
tion of  the  total  worthlessness  of  the  present  plan  for  nam- 
ing diseases  in  these  records,  the  following  table  is. made 
out  from  the  present  returns : 


Abscess 47 

Asphyxia 24 

Atrophia 107 

Bleeding 62 

Debility 484 

Dropsy    284 

Dropsy  of  Bowels ! . . . .  2 

Inanition ! 13 

Inflammation  of  Arm  !  1 

Eruption  !. .  • 1 

Lock-jaw  ! 7 

Malformation 37 


1069 


Brought  forward. ••  1069 

Marasmus 764 

Mortification 48 

Old  Age 224 

Palsy 104 

Premature  Birth 152 

Rupture  ! 15 

Scrofula 106 

Still-born 1168 

Tetanus 12 

Tumor 14 

Ulcers 9 

Total 3684 


Here,  in  the  report  before  us,  we  have  the  cases  of  three 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-four,  that  for  all  the 
light  they  convey  as  to  the  real  or  proximate  causet  of 
death,  might  have  been  returned  in  the  certificate  as  hav- 
ing' ^^  died,  under  my  charge,  of  death  ^^  which  would 
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bftve  lubserved  every  purpose  of  the  above.  Take  the 
first  OD  the  list — *^  Abscess" — and  what  intelligible  idea 
can  possibly  be  conveyed  by  a  statement  that  ^^  A.  B.  died 
of  Abscess  V^  Abscess  of  what  1  and  where  1  and  of  what 
kind  1  So  of  the  rest.  Why  should  there  be  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  cases  of  still  births  in  one 
year,  in  this  city,  and  no  clue  even  offered  to  explain  the 
monstrous  fact,  more  than  what  can  be  suggested  by  a  cer* 
tificate  of  the  mere  event.  But  Dropsy  of  Bowels,  Erup- 
tion, Inanition,  Inflammation  of  the  Arm,  Lock-jaw  and 
Rupture,  are  perfectly  unique,  and  convey  a  vast  amount 
of  suggestive  knowledge  as  to  the  cause  of  death. 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  tarioui 


C4 
ii 


Cause  of  Death. 


Abscess, , 

Aneurism,. .  • 

Apoplexy, 

Asphyxia^ • 

Asthma, 

Atrophia, 

Angma, 

Bleeding, 

from  Lungs,., 
from  Stomach, 

"         from  Womb,.. 

Bronchitis, 

Burned  or  Scalded,. . . . 

Cachexia, 

Cancer,.. 

"      of  Stomach,.. . . 

"      of  Womb, 

Cancrum  Oris, 

Carbuncle, 

Caries, 

Casualties,. 

Cholera, 

Cholera  Infantum, 

"        Morbus, 

Colic, 

Congestion, 

"  of  Lungs,... 

Constipation, 

Consumption, 

Convulsions 

Coup  de  Soleil, 

Croup, 

Cyanosis, 

Debility, 

Dfliriuin  Tremens, , 

Diabetes, « .  •  • . 

Diarrhoea, , 

Drinking  Cold  Water,. . 
Dropsy, 

''       in  the  Boweh,.. 


Jan. 


28 
1 
1 

14 

*7 
2 
1 
1 

18 
7 
2 
5 


10 

"e 

2 
3 
1 
8 
1 
187 
112 

'39' 
1 
37 
6 

'27 

18 
1 


Feb. 

3 

1 

41 

3 

4 
8 
2 
6 

4 

'15 
14 

..... 


8 


1 
2 
2 

16 

142 
112 

'32 

3 

38 

4 

3 

26 

'36 
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toBASES,  AS  RSPORTED  IN  EACH 

Month  du&ing  1849. 

iP«L 

Mat. 

Juke. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

• 

2 

Dec. 
3 

Total. 

6 

2 

2 

6 

7 

5 

4 

47 

2 
37 

2 
53 

1 

37 

7 
562 

37 

69 

89 

79 

29 

32 

S 

3 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

24 

S 

4 

1 

5 

2 

3 

23 

8 

9 

16 

19 

7 

9 

8 

6 

107 

1 

.1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

17 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

2 

2 

4 

5 

62 

4 

5 

2 

4 

3 

5 

4 

3 

2 

41 

1 

1 

3 

1 

5 

2 

1 

15 

1 

I 

3 

i 

1 

•  •  •  •  • 

9 

18 

15 

12 

7 

9 

7 

10 

17 

16 

•  161 

6 

11 

2 

1 

2 

6 

6 

8 

6 

71 

1 

..... 

1 

5 

1 
6 

2 
4 

1 
2 

2 
6 

10 
68 

2 

10 

8 

A  M  A  M 

1 

*  a  m  A 

3 

16 

13 

5 

1 

152 

1 

2 

3 

1 
5 

a  A  A  A 

4  ...1 

3 
3 





25 

A  A  A  A 

2 
1 

2 

•  •  •  • 

2 

1 

12 

1 



4 

11 

"12* 

"'is* 

21 

10 

17 

•  •  •  • 

35 

775 

2625 

1452 

161 

16 

7 

5071 

2 

2 

62 

357 

359 

106 

20 

5 

4 

926 

1 

16 

66 

92 

52 

10 

6 

1 

3 

241 

1 

1 

5 

8 

2 

3 

3 

3 

31 

1 
10 

'"e 

1 
9 

4 

7 

#  9  #  # 

9 
139 

•  •  •  9 

16 

10 

7 

11 

18 

1 
170 

198' 

1 
168 

•  •  •  • 

3 
2086 

•  •  •  • 

216 

179 

161 ' 

163 

133 

157 

100 

82 

122 
23 
14 

239 
13 

8 

180 

104 

88 

71 

%  9  9  # 

109 

1426 

36 

292 

46 

17 

6 

16 

19 

27 

35 

1 

3 
36 

1 
33 

1 
42 

2 
36 

•  •  •  • 

15 

5 
29 

20 

484 

41 

86 

63 

9 

8 

19 

13 

17 

10 

7 

6 

2 

110 

2 

2 
229 

1 
83 

9  9  9  9 

1 
15 

9 
783 

24 

23 

52 

230 

29 

17 

4 
20 

1 
32 

5 
284 

•  •  •  • 

35 

19 

20 

18 

18 

19 

27 

•  •  •  • 

.••••• 

1 

•  •  •  • 

2 
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Table  showing  the  numbeb  of  DEATtift  fbom  tabiovi 


Cause  of  Death. 


Dropsy  in  the  Chest, 
"  in  the  Head,. 
"      in  the  Heart, 


Drowned, 

Dysentery, 

Dyspepsia, 

Epilepsia, 

Erysipelas,  •.••.•••. 

Eruption, 

Exposure, 

Fever, 

"   •Bilious, 

Congestive,.. . 

Hectic, 

Inflammatory,. 
'^     Intermittent, . . 

**      Nervous, 

"      Puerperal,. . . . 
"      Remittent,.. .. 

"      Scarlet; 

Typhoid, 

Typhus, 

Fistula,. 

Fracture, 

Fungus  nematodes,  • . 

Hanged, 

Heart,  Disease  of, ... . 

Hip  Disease, 

Hooping  Cough, 

Hydrophobia, 

Inanition, 

Inflammation, 

of  Arm, 


iC 

a 

ti 
u 


of  Bladder,, 
of  Bowels, . 
of  Brain, . . , 
of  Chest, .  • . 
of  Heart, .  • . 
of  Kidneys,, 
of  Liver, 


Jan. 


9 

48 


Feb. 


1 

28 

1 

1 

20 


8 
3 
2 


1 
21 

8 
19 

7 
34 

1 

1 


18 


14 


30 

27 

1 

4 

1 


6 
47 


5 
21 

1 
.2 
21 


Mc'b 


13 
4 
2 
1 
3 


1 
19 

8 
36 
30 
33 


16 


8 


1 

4 


2 

37 

20 

3 

1 

1 

.  9 


8 
67 


10 

29 

1 

3 

17 


8 

i 


• .  •  • 


5 
14 

7 
39 
S9 
30 

1 

2 


26 


8 


1 
5 
1 


46 
21 
3 
6 
1 
7 
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DlSBASBa,  AS  SKPOETED  IN  EACH  MoNTB  DUKIITO  1849. ' 

1 

Apul 

Mat. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 
6 

• 

Dec. 

Total. 

10 

3 

3 

4 

6 

5 

2 

7 

68 

70- 

47 

65 

87 

103 

62 

49 

31 

62 

718 

2 

1 
13 

1 
11 

***4* 

4 
146 

13 

•  •  •  •  • 

23 

•  •  •  •  • 

22 

13 

18 

13 

32 

21 

54 

256 

326 

267 

135 

49 

38 

1256 

2 

1 
2 

■ 

6 
37 

6 

5 

3 

4 

3 

2 

2 

4 

21 

14 

10 

16 

9 

6 

5 

7 

9 
1 
3 

5 

155 
1 
4 

163 

1 
22 

10 

12 

"13 

30 

12 

10 

10 

5 

3 

4 

5 

11 

6 

3 

2 

3 

49 

2 

5 

5 

14 

16 

5 

2 

1 

2 

67 

1 

2 

A  #  #  9 

4 
3 
8 

... 

1 

1 

•  •  •  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  •  • 

3 

1 

2 

•  •   •  •  • 

7 

10 

2 

2 

•  •  •  • 

3 

34 

16 

13 

13 

13 

6 

3 

8 

3 

9 

138 

7 

3 

10 

6 

9 

10 

11 

6 

5 

90 

46 

39 

19 

8 

9 

7 

12 

13 

19 

266 

26 

11 

14 

18 

24 

5 

9 

7 

7 

187 

50 

47 

40 

39 

33 

38 

28 

29 

14 

415 

1 

3 

22 

2 

1 

242 

4 

3 

2.1 

1 

2 

1 

"  •  •  • 

•  1 

1 

•  a  •  •  ■ 

•  •  •  •  • 

1 

22 

23 

22 

22 

22 

17 

13 

20 

21 

1 
10 

1 
112 

.8 

5 

9 

]4 

12 

8 

8 

8 

1 
2 
2 

1 
1 
3 

2 

13 

32 

1 

7 

531 

•  •  •  •  • 

2 

•  •  •  •  • 

1 
2 

4 
2 

1 
3 

2 

3 

1 

2 

63 

1 
62 

"51* 

1 
43 

•  •  •  ■ 

44 

43 

45 

25 

42 

S3 

26 

48 

55 

43 

31 

19 

23 

30 

366 

1 

6 

1 

1 

3 

4 

3 

3 

29 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

84 

8 
6 

**io 

3 
6 

1 

8 

1 
10 

2 
9 

4 
3 

17 

•  •  •  • 

14 

4 
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Table  showing  thk  hcmber  of  Deaths  raoM  tauou 


Cause  of  Death. 


InflammatioD  of  Luogs,.  •  ■ 
"  of  Siomach, . 

"  of  Throat,. . . 

"  of  Womb,.- , 

Influenza, 

Insanity, ■ 

Intemperance ■ 

Jaundice, 

Killed  or  Murdered, 

Knee  Joint,  disease  of,>.  .■ 
Lock-'  w, 


Marasmus,. 
Measles, . . . 
Melaena,,.. 


^     

Nostalgia, 

Obesity, > 

Old  Age, 

Paby, 

Phlebitis, 

Piles, 

Pleurisy, 

Poison, 

Premature  Birth, 

Prostrate  Gland,  disease  of,.. 
us,  of, 


Rupture 

"       of  Bladder,. 

"       of  Womb,.. 

Scrofula, 

Schirrus, 

Small  Pox, 

Spinal  Disease, 

Sprue, 

Strangulation, 

Still-born, 


Jan.     Fei.  Mc*b. 
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DnSASKS,  AS  SCPORTED  IN  EACH  MoWTH  DDBING 

1849. 

Apbii. 

Mat. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 
69 

Deo. 

Total. 

99 

88 

52 

42 

32 

39 

60 

106 

998 

12 

13 

16 

21 

20 

10 

11 

12 

10 

156 

6 

6 

2 

4 

1 

2 

3 

2 

4 

46 

1 

..... 
1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

6 

28 

4 
9 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

•  •   •  • 

1 

6 

9 

13 

9 

5 

6 

6 

6 

6 

86 

8 

a 

3 

2 

3 

6 

1 

•  •  •  • 

2 

29 

1 

22 

2 

1 

• 

3 

1 

1 

2 

"2' 
1 
1 
5 

34 

3 

7 

11 

37 

• 

1 

"*3"  r 

•  •  •  • 

1 
2 

2 

1 
2 

1 
3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

5 

1 

34 

45 

55 

119 

124 

102   66 

36 

49 

764 

17 

11 
1 
4 

8 

16 

4 

1    1 

3 

3 

125 

1 

48 

4 

5 

5 

6 

5    1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1  . 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

224 

1 

13 

21 

20 

43 

16 

8  i  19 

13 

21 

7 

11 

11 

15 

8 

•  1   11 

7 

xo 

104 

1 

1 

1 

1 

43 

5 

4 

4 

5 

2 

2    3 

1 

3 

1 

1 
17 

2 
10 

3 
12 

"is* 

1 

1 
9 

12 
152 

13 

9 

12 

1 

1 
1 

2 
1 

27 

•  #   •  •  • 

3 

..... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

15 
1 

1 

1 

3 
105 

11 

9 

19 

6 

4 

-  -  -  -  '  1 

2 

4 

6 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1  

1 

9 

22 

46 

32 

25 

17 

12 

18 

15 

22 

326 

2 

•   1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

«  •  •  • 

2 

19 

6 

5 

1 

1 

111 

8 

1 

100 

12 

15 

6 

1 

95 

1 

2 

61 
6 

"95' 

*io5' 

169' 

"91* 

85 

"83* 

1168 

13 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  tarioui 


Cause  of  Death. 


Suffocation, 

Suicide, .* 

Teething, 

Tetanus, 

Tumor, 

"     of  Womb, 

Unknown, 

Ulcers, 

Ulceration  of  Intestines, 

of  Larynx, ^ 

of  Stomach, 

of  Throat, 

Varioloid, 

Worms, 


Jan. 


2 
4 
1 
2 


10 
1 
3 


2 

6 


Total  for  each  month, 1332 

Total  for  the  year, 


Feb. 


1 
3 
5 


19 


1341 


Mc^B. 


3 
6 
1 
1 


13 
2 


1 

7 
1 


1406 
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D18KA8E8,  A8  REPORTED  IN  EACH  MoNTH  DURING  1849. 


1 

1 

Vpbii 

May 

June 

0LY 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total. 

[. 

1 
2 

4 
5 

4 

1 
6 
7 
1 
1 

2 
7 
6 
..... 

'2' 

26 
2 
1 

1 
1' 
32 

1 

6 

8 

7 

35 

114 

12 

14 

1 

215 

9 

25 

1 

3 

7 

46 

* 

• 

1 

3 

5 

5 

• 

2 

6 

1 

4 

" 

1 

17 

1 

2 

17 
2 
2 
1 
1 

*"4* 

18 

19 
1 

34 
1 
1 

24 
2 

5 

23 

***4" 

13 
1 
1 

8 
"'3* 

1 
1 
2 

1 

1 

2 
2 

2 

4 

•  •   •  •  • 

7 
2 

11 
3 

1 
1 

992 

.  •  .  . 

1443 

•  •  •  • 

■ 

1392 

2306 

•  •  •  •  • 

5296 

3995 

1785 

1277 

1209 

23773 
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The  preceding  tables  are  interesting  in  some  measure, 
as  presenting  many  views  of  mortality  curious  and  aston- 
ishing. « 

The  number  of  deaths  by  apoplexy  are  exceedingly 
large,  562,  being  141  more  than  last  year  ;  64  are  returned 
as  under  one  year,  and  135  under  ten.  This  is  somewhat 
extraordinary,  when  we  reflect  that  this  disease  almost  ex- 
clusively attacks  the  free  livers  of  advanced  life.  This 
anomaly  would  not  exist,  if  physicians  would  regard  their 
certificates  diflerently  from  what  they  seem  to  do  at 
present. 

The  returns  from  consumption  arc  increased  21&'over 
last  year's  report. 

One  case  of  '^  eruption  ''  and  one  of  inflammation  of  arm 
will  be  found  in  the  tables.  What  diseases  arc  intended 
to  be  inferred  by  these  are  not  known.  They  aflford  an 
illustrqition  of  the 'imperfect  manner  in  which  certificates 
are  frequently  made  out. 

The  case  of  Nostalgia,  or  home  sickness,  was  a  female 
under  thirty  years. 

The  mortality  from  pulmonary  diseases,  amounts  to 
3673,  being  a  large  increase  on  previous  years. 

Thirty-four  cases  are  reported  as  having  been  killed  o' 
murdered.  This  is  very  large,  most  of  them  occurring  at 
the  opera  house  riot. 


495  (Doc.  No.  28. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-four  deaths  are  reported  from 
old  age,  of  which  there  are  18  more  females  than  males. 
The  largest  proportion  were  between  the  ages  of  eighty 
and  ninety  years  ;  28  were  between  ninety  and  one  hun- 
dred, and  6  at  the  advanced  period  of  one  hundred  years 
and  upwards. 

The  diseases  of  infancy  and  accidents  of  child-birth,  an- 
nually carry  off  a  very  large  number.  During  the  last 
year  this  amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  12028,  an  ex- 
cess over  last  year  of  3129.  Over  6000  are  returned  as 
from  cholera  infantum,  convulsions,  dropsy  of  head,  ma- 
rasmus, and  diseases  affecting  early  childhood,  while  1320 
were  still-born,  or  premature  births.  The  number  of  these 
still-born  and  premature  births  is  steadily  on  the  increase. 
In  1847  the  number  of  still-born  were  944  j  males  514, 
females  430.  Premature  births  114;  males  53,  females 
61.  In  1848  the  number  of  still-born  were  1027,  of  which 
531  were  males,  and  476  females.  Premature  births  134; 
males'  69,  females  65.  In  1849  the  number  of  still-born 
were  1168,  of  which  674  were  males,  and  494  females. 
Premature  birtlis  152;  81  males  and  71  females.  Thus 
in  three  years  we  have  a  mortality  from  premature  births 
of  400,  and  from  still-born  of  3139,  making  a  total  of  3539 
human  beings  that  never  breathed  !  This  is  a  state  of  mor- 
tality from  these  accidents  truly  alarming,  which,  while  no 
remedy  in  this  connection  can  be  advised,  demand  our 
most  serious  consideration.  What  of  crime  and  reckless- 
ness there  is  in  this  sum  dare  not  be  expressed,  for  we  cannot 
refer  such  a  hecatomb  of  human  offspring  to  natural  causes. 
An  honest  and  fearless  expression  of  the  causes  or  circnm- 
stances  attending  these  events,  on  the  part  of  the  medical 
attendant,  would  bring  into  this  department  an  amount  of 
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valuable  knowledge  that  might  be  useful  in  checking  this 
horrible  and  increasing  waste  of  life. 

Since  1805,  when  returns  were  first  made  to  this  office, 
the  number  of  these  accidents  have  steadily  and  rapidly 
augmented.  With  a  population  at  that  time  of  75,770,  the 
number  of  still-born  and  premature  births  were  47 — ^in 
1849,  with  a  population  estimated  at  450,000,  the  number 
swells  up  to  1320;  thus,  while  the  population  has  increas- 
ed nearly  six  times,  since  1805,  the  annual  number  of  still- 
born and  premature  births  has  multiplied  over  twenty- 
seven  times. 

To  show  the  rapidity  of  this  increase,  I  hiave  prepared 
the  following  table : 

In    1805  the  ratio  to  population  was  as   1  to    1612.12 


1810 

1  « 

1026.24 

1815 

1  « 

986.46 

1820 

1  " 

654.52 

1825 

1  « 

680.68 

1830 

•          ii 

1  « 

597.60 

1835 

1  « 

669.88 

1840 

1  « 

616.02 

1845 

1  « 

384.68 

1849 

(estimated)" 

1  " 

340.90 

Typhus  and  Typhoid  fevers  have  very  much  abated ;  the 
number  falls  far  short  of  my  last  report. 

Thirty-five  cases  of  suicide  have  occurred  during  the  last 
year,  23  of  which  were  males.  Two  between  the  early 
ages  of  ten  and  twenty  years,  five  between  fifty  and 
seventy,  and  one  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy  and  up- 
wards 
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The  returns  for  the  different  months  do  not  vary  much, 
excepting  June,  July  and  August,  during  which  the 
cholera  prevailed.  The  mortality  in  these  three  months 
(11697)  makes  up  very  nearly  one-half  of  that  of  the  whole 
year.  The  greatest  mortality  occurred  in  the  month  of 
July — the  deaths  for  that  month  being  5296.  The  largest 
number  of  deaths  from  cholera  also,  are  reported  for  this 
month,  viz :  2625. 

The  least  mortality  was  reported  as,  last  year,  in  Novem- 
ber, 992.  During  the  remainder  of  the  year  the  monthly 
returns  vary  from  1209  to  17^5. 

The  exanthemata,  rubeola,  scarlatina,  and  variola,  at 
reported,  compare,  the  two  former  unfavoVably,  the  last, 
very  favorably  with  last  year's  returns.  While  variola  has 
diminished  218,  rubeola  has  increased  48  and  scarlatina 
173. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  proportion  of  the 
number,  dying  from  variola,  if  any,  had  been  submitted  to 
the  proper  prophylaxis  ;  but  the  returns  that  are  received 
throw  no  light  upon  any  such  useful  matter.  A  certificate 
of  death  seems  only  necessary,  if  we  judge  from  what  it 
subserves,  to  employ  the  undertaker  by  a  legal  form. 
Much  of  useful  information  to  both  professional  men  and 
the  public,  could  be  appended  to  these  returns,  if  a  proper 
and  systematic  rule  was  enforced,  instead  of  the  present 
erratic  method,  where  the  real  cause  of  death  is  obscured 
either  by  neglect  or  design. 

A  great  deal  could  be  done  toward  the  extermination 
of  variola  by  a  thorough  system  of  vaccination  of  the  poor, 
in  those  wards  most  densely  populated  by  the  indigent. 
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Inflammation  adds  a  large  increase  upon  last  year.  The 
organs  mostly  affected,  were  the  bowels,  brain,  and  lungs; 
the  excess  of  the  latter  alone,  over  the  returns  of  the  same 
disease  last  year,  is  218.  It  may  be  useful  to  know  that 
the  greatest  mortality  frbm  this  disease  occurred  in  Decem- 
ber, January  and  February,  increasing  progressively,  and 
from  February  to  August,  which  month  has  the  fewest  re- 
turns, it  regularly  diminishes — from  thence  again  to  De- 
cember it  increases  monthly. 

The  following  table  will  show,  at  a  glance,  some  of  the 
prominent  causes  of  death,  and  the  comparative  mortality 
for  the  last  five  years,  with  the  excess  of  1849  over  1848. 


DISEASES. 


Apoplexy, 

Cholera  Infantum, 

Cholera  Morbus,. 

Convulsions, 

Consumption, 

Croup 

Debility, 

Delirium  Tremens, 

DiarrhoDa, 

Dropsy  of  Brain, 

Dysentery, 

Erysipilas, 

Fever,Typhus  and  Typhoid 
Inflammation  of  Lungs,. 

Measles, 

Old  A^e, 

Scarlet  Fever, 

Small  Pox, 

Whooping  Cough, 


1846  1847 


400  445 
627  692 
34  44 
879  1023 
1698  1926 
190  271 


199 
80; 


483 


515 
137 
588 
559 
...j  657 
55'  162 
256  1396 
573!  748 
17|  275 
131  .180 
114  142 
141 j  53 
214  86 


1848 


421 
505 

43 
1193 
1869 
319 
396 
104 
432 
562 
739 
249 
943 
708 

77 
228 

93 
544 
213 


1849 


562| 
926 
241 
1426 
2086 
292 
484 
110 
783 
718 
1256 
155 
602 
926 
125 
224 
266 
326 
112 


59 

421 

198 

233 

217 

(less) 

88 

6 

351 

153 

617 

(less) 

218 

48 

(lew) 

173 

(less) 
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From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  conviilsionsy  dropsy 
of  the  brain,  dysentery  and  old  age,  add  a  steadily  increas- 
ing number  to  the  bill  of  mortality.  It  will  also  be  seen 
that  throughout  1847,  when  typhus  ffever  appeared  in  an 
aggravated  degree,  and  again  in  1849,  in  the  year  of 
cholera,  that  an  increased  rate  of  deaths  by  debility  are 
reported,  sequels  doubtless,  of  the  more  formidable  scourges. 

The  number  of  deaths  at  public  institutions  are  greater 
than  last  year,  in  all  except  Bellevue  Hospital,  Blooming- 
dale  Hospital,  City  Hospital  and  Colored  Home. 

The  relative  mortality  of  various  periods  of  life,  as  taken 
from  the  returns  of  three  years,  is  shown  in  the  subjoined 
(able,  wherein  is  set  forth  the  ratio  for  each  period,  to  the 
torn  of  mortality  for  the  year  1847. 


1847, 

The    ratio    of   deaths    under    1    year, 

from      1  to    2 


a 
u 
u 
a 
a 
u 
ic 
u 
a 
it 

iC 

te 


a 

u 
a 

a 
u 
a 


u 
it 
u 
u 
ii 
a 
it 

u 

€ 

€i 


IS 

is 


2  to    5  is 

5  to  10  is 

10  to  20  is 

20  to  30  is 

30  to  40  is 

40  to  50  is 

50  to  60  is 

60  to  70  is 

70  to  80  is 

80  to  90  is 

90  to  100  is 


to  3.83 

to  8.68 

to  11.18 

to  24.26 

to  24.43 

to  8.10 

to  8.61 

to  12.34 

to  21.16 

to  26.72 

to  45.23 

to  103.18 

to  451.0C 
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1848. 

The    ratio    of 

deaths 

under 

one  year, 

is  ] 

L    to 

4.10 

• 

a 

from 

1  to    2 

is  1 

L    to 

8.05 

a 

u 

2  to    5 

is  ] 

L    to 

9.74 

u 

(( 

5  to  10 

is  ] 

L    to 

21.43 

a 

6i 

10  to  20 

is  ] 

L    to 

24.54 

a 

ii 

20  to  30 

is  1 

L    to 

8.16 

a 

U 

30  to  40 

is  ] 

L    to 

8.60 

a 

(fc 

40  to  50 

is  ] 

L    to 

12.00 

it 

u 

60  to  60 

is  ] 

L    to 

19.32 

u 

a 

60  to  70 

is  ] 

L    to 

28.20 

ti 

u 

70  to  80 

is  ] 

L    to 

37.12 

a 

u 

80  to  90 

is  ] 

L    to 

74.65 

a 

it 

90  to  100 

is  ] 

L    to 

469.60 

1849. 


The    ratio    of   deaths    under  one  year, 


ii 

fron 

ii 

ii 

{(• 

ii 

ii 

ii 

it 

ii 

ii 

ii 

a 

a 

1  to    2 

2  to    5  is 
5  to  10  is 

10  to  20  is 

20  to  30  is 

30  to  40  is 

40  to  50  is 

50  to  60  is 

60  to  70  is 

70  to  80  is 

80  to  90  is 

90  to  100  is 


s 

s 


to 

5.33 

to 

10.03 

to 

10.62 

to 

21.22 

to 

22.04 

to 

8.16 

to 

7.79 

to 

10.% 

to 

19.16 

to 

.25.89 

to 

48.02 

to 

105.19 

to 

552.86 

The  uniformity  of  the  ratio  of  mortality  for  similar  pe- 
riodi  of  life,  at  exhibited  in  the  above  tables,  is  a  striking 
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and  interesting  fact.     The  fatality  at  the  beginning  and  at 
the  meridian  of  life  is  marked  and  uniform. 

« 

The  number  that  die  at  five  years  and  under,  bears  a 
close  resemblance  to  the  number  that  die  from  twenty  to 
forty  years  of  age,  while  the  uniformly  diminished  pro- 
portions, between  five  and  twenty  years  cannot  escape 
notice. 

CHOLERA. 

In  the  winter  of  1848-9,  as  set  forth  in  my  last  report, 
the  cholera  appeared  at  Quarantine,  on  board  of  a  packet 
ship  from  Havre;  a  number  of  deaths  having  taken  place 
on  the  passage.  Through  the  vigilance  of  the  Health  Of- 
ficer, Dr.  Alexander  B.  Whiting,  the  disease  was  con- 
fined to  Quarantine  Hospital,  and  the  city  escaped  an  epi- 
demic ;  two  sporadic  cases  only  occurring  here,  one  of 
which,  was  a  discharged  inmate  of  the  Quarantine  Hospi- 
tal, having  been  treated  for  some  other  disease. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  Health  Officer 
for  his  successful  efforts  in  enforcing  strict  Quarantine,  not- 
withstanding the  disease  appeared  in  a  season  when  those 
regulations  are  not  deemed  imperatively  necessary  ;  and 
to  these  efforts,  doubtless,  we  are  indebted  for  its  tardy  ap- 
proach to  our  city. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  I  was  sent  for  to  examine  the  pre- 
mises, No.  20  Orange  street,  where  a  case  of  cholera  was 
said  to  be.  This  was  the  first  case  that  occurred  in  the 
city,  since  those  above  referred  to,  in  December,  the  pre- 
ceding year.     I  instantly  communicated  with  his  Honor 
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the  Mayor,  and  effectually  purgated  the  premises  and  out- 
houses, and  had  them  thoroughly  disinfected  by.a  liberal 
distribution  of  lime,  &c.,  &c. 

Gangs  of  men  were  enlisted,  and  distributed  throughout 
the  infectious  district,  and  efforts  made  to  purify  and  fumi- 
gate it  by  white-washing,  the  chloride  of  lime,  &c.  From 
this  time,  during  the  whole  season  of  the  disease,  the  ef- 
forts of  this  department  were  unremitting  in  removing  ob- 
jects of  filth  and  infection,  and  in  co-operating  to  render 
the  city  cleanly  and  pure.  What  degree  of  success  attend- 
ed these  endeavors,  the  unparalleled  condition  of  the  city 
at  that  time  will  bear  testimony.  ^ 

Vigilance  and  despatch  were  used  in  the  removal  of 
every  likely  cause  of  infection,  and  in  preserving  tolerated 
nuisances  in  a  state  of  cleanliness  and  purity,  compatible 
with  the  circumstances  of  their  existence.  The  slaughter- 
houses were  visited,  and  ordered  to  be  kept  clean  and  fu- 
migated.  The  bone-boiling  and  horse-skinning  establish- 
ments were  ferreted  out  and  closed.  Though,  as  I  have 
elsewhere  shown  in  this  report,  a  nuisance  was  hereby  crea- 
ted equally  noisome,  by  the  spontaneous  decomposition,  in 
other  places,  of  the  substances  that  these  establishments 
would  have  consumed.  This  disagreeable  result  could  not 
wholly  be  avoided. 

The  reports  of  the  Resident  Physician,  Seth  Geer,  M.D., 
and  of  the  physicians  belonging  to  the  various  cholera 
hospitals,  temporarily  organized,  have  already  been  placed 
in  the  possession  of  your  Honorable  Body,  containing  an 
excellent  history  of  the  disease  and  its  mode  of  treatment, 
that  does  not  fall  properly  within  the  province  of  this  de- 
partment to  notice. 
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'^he  following:  table  will  show  the  number  of  deaths  in 
1849  by  cholera  in  each  mouth,  with  the  age  and  sex. 

Tabli  or  Monthly  Returns  OF  Deaths  ev  Cieolekji,  dubiho  the  ieab  l&i9. 


Table  bhowino  the  numbeh  of  Deaths  bv  Cholkiu, 

dubiitg  the  year  1819,  arranges  accobsikg  to 

the  places  of  nativity. 


United  Stales 1627 

Ireland' 2219 

Germany 583 

England 247 

Scotland 69 

British  America 39 

France 23 

Wales 13 

West  Indies 9 

Sweden 8 

-Denmark 6 

Holland 6 


4849 
5 
4 


Brought  forward, 

Switzerland 

Italy 

Prussia 3 

Portugal 3 

Russia 3 

Norway 3 

Belgium 2 

Poland 3 

Spain 2 

Africa 1 

Unknown 194 


Total.. 


.6071 


Doc.  No.  28.)  504 

The  subjoined  view  is  a  comparative  record  of  the 
monthly  returns  oT  deaths  by  cholera,  for  the  three  periods 
in  which  it  prevailed  as  an  epidemic : 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  total  number  of  deaths  in 
1849  greatly  exceeds  that  of  1832 ;  yet  the  ratio  of  deaths 
in  1833  was  nearly  double  that  of  1849.  This  was  also 
true  of  tbe  ratio  to  population. 

From  the  above  table  it  appears  that  the  ratio  of  deaths  to 
the  total  annual  mortality  was,  in  1849,  as  1  lo  4.68;  to  pop- 
ulation, (aking  ihe  estimate  at  450,000,  as  1  to  88.73.  In 
1832,  the  ratio  to  the  annual  mortality  was  as  1  to  3.93; 
to  population,  as  1  to  65.46.  In  1834,  the  ratio  to  (be  an- 
nual mortality  was  as  1  to  925  ;  to  population,  as  1  to 
278.06. 

Tbe  disease  travelled  very  irregularly,  and  did  not  attack 
all  parts  of  the  city  simultaneously  ;  nor  were  the  localities 
earliest, attacked  always  the  most  fatally  scourged.  In  tbe 
Sixth  Ward,  where  it  first  appeared  on  the  15th  of  May, 
it  remained  until  the  24th  of  tliat  month,  when  it  invaded 
the  Seventh  Ward.     On  the .28th  of  May,  it  broke  out  in 
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the  Second  Ward.  Iq  the  First  and  Fourth  Wards,  it  was 
discovered  on  the  31st  of  May.  On  the  4th  of  June,  it 
commenced  in  the  Eighth  Ward.  It  began,  simultane- 
ously, on  the  5th  of  June,  in  the  Fourteenth,  Seventeenth 
and  Eighteenth  Wards  ;  on  the  6th  of  the  same  month,  in 
the  Ninth  Ward,  and  in  the  Sixteenth  Ward,  not  until  the 
23d  of  June  ;  notwithstanding,  in  this  ward  it  raged  with 
terrific  fatality. 

As  I  have  said,  the  virulence  of  the  disease  did  not  de- 
pend, as  it  regarded  certain  sections,  upon  the  period  of  its 
approach.  The  wards  that  suffered  most  severely  were  the 
following,  in  the  order  in  which  they  occur,  viz  :  the  Sixth, 
Sixteenth,  Fourth,  First,  Eleventh,  Seventh,  and  Thir- 
teenth ;  while  the  Second,  Third  and  Fifteenth  Wards 
were  almost  exempted  from  the  more  dreadful  ravages. 

The  question  naturally  arises  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
greater  fatality  of  cholera  in  the  first  four  mentioned  wards, 
viz:  the  Sixth,  Sixteenth,  Fourth,  and  First,  in  which 
nearly  or  quite  two- thirds  of  all  the  fatal  cases  occurred. 
To  this  I  can  only  venture  an  approximate  answer. 

The  inhabitants  of  these  wards,  especially  in  those  sec- 
tions of  them  where  the  disease  mostly  prevailed,  were 
among  the  most  miserably  poor  and  destitute ;  just  in  that 
half-starved  and  exposed  condition  that  reduces  the  vis  vit4B 
too  low,  successfully  to  repel  disease  of  any  kind,  much 
less  an  epidemic  of  this  nature.  They  were,  in  fact,  the 
proper  food  for  Asiatic  cholera.  This  argument  is  strength- 
ened by  the  results  of  opposite  facts.  In  those  wards  inhab- 
ited by  those  in  easier  circumstances,  and  who  are  better 


Doc.  No.  6.)  506 

fed,  clothed  and  lodged,  there  few  are  found,  proportionate- 
ly, to  succumb  to  the  disease.  It  may  be  safely  affirmed, 
that  individuals  well  fed,  clothed  and  housed,  observiog 
proper  personal  cleanliness,  are  nearly  invulnerable,  not 
perhaps  to  an  attack  of  cholera,  but  to  its  fatal  issue. 

Intemperance  was  found  to  have  been  among  the  deplont* 
ble  habits  of  many  of  the  subjects  brought  to  the  hospitals; 
some  dying  there  from  delirium  tremens.  To  state  that 
this  vice  goes  hand  in  hand  with  destitution,  if  indeed  it  is 
not  produced  by  penury  and  the  pinching  despondency  of 
want,  is  only  to  reiterate  a  melancholy  fact. 

Again,  it  will  be  observed,  by  referring  to  the  preeeding 
tables,  that  while  1627  of  the  fatal  cases  were  native  citi- 
zens, 2219  were  natives  of  Ireland ;  the  remainder  were 
from  other  foreign  countries,  with  the  exception  of  194, 
whose  nativity  was  not  known. 

Of  the  5071  deaths,  therefore,  resulting  from  cholera, 
3250  are  known  to  have  been  foreigners.  The  argument 
suggested  by  these  facts  is  obvious.  The  uniformly  better 
condition,  as  it  regards  food,  raiment  and  domestic  comforts, 
of  our  native  citizens,  than  that  of  emigrants  who  approach 
our  shores  and  take  up  their  abodes  among  us,  need  not  be 
stated  here  to  induce  belief;  it  is  a  fact  sufficiently  notorious. 
But  the  argument  deducible  from  that  fact,  taken  in  con- 
nexion with  the  other — that  three  to  one  of  the  deaths  by 
cholera  were  foreigners — may  not  be  so  generally  admitted, 
and  yet  it  is  equally  obvious.  Typhus  Fever,  aa  it  baa 
been  exhibited  in  this  vicinity  for  several  years,  has  not  de- 
pended more  upon  such  subjects  for  its  materials. 
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There  are  communities  in  this  city  where  an  epidemic 
c^uld  Dot  find  a  foot-hold,  much  less  decimate  their  num- 
bers. It  is  true,  during  a  fatal  epidemic  of  this  kind,  many 
of  these  would  be  attacked  ;  but  surely,  no  one  would 
think  of  looking  to  them  to  supply  the  increased  bill  of 
mortality. 

If  then  we  can  so  far  approximate  to  a  knowledge  of 
this  disease,  as  to  know  who  are  the  victims  it  most  fre- 
quently selects,  and  to  know  that  those  victims  are  the  in- 
digent, who  exist  in  a  state  of  semi-starvation,  rags  and 
want;  surely  an  enlightened  philanthropy, as  well  as  con- 
siderations of  duty,  should  suggest  some  plan  of  preven- 
tion. 

The  filthy  condition  of  the  wards,  and  the  victims  them- 
selves, has  been  offered  as  the  cause  of  increased  mortality, 
but  this  altogether  fails  with  the  Fifth,  Eighth  and  Four- 
teenth  Wards,  that  will  compare  with  any  for  localities 
of  filth,  while  the  mortality  in  these  wards,  collectively, 
did  not  reach  the  sum  of  either  the  Fourth,  Sixth,  or  Six- 
teenth Wards. 

With  these  observations  I  leave  this  subject,  fully  per- 
suaded that  the  cholera  was  more  fatal  to  those,  in  what- 
ever localities,  whose  "  houseless  heads  and  unfed  sides 
loopM  and  windowed  raggedness  defend "  but  poorly 
Against  seasons  such  as  these." 

ON    NUISANCES. 

Pertinent  to  the  subject  of  cholera,  as  its  return  may  be 
looked  for  with  great  reason,  throughout  the  coming  sum- 
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mer,  every  effort  should  be  made  to  anticipate  its  approach 
by  increasing  vigilance  in  the  purification  of  the  cit]^« 
Permit  me  therefore  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Honorable 
Body  to  the  existence  of  certain  occupations  that  have  for 
a  long  time  been  tolerated,  in  some  portions  of  our  city,  as 
a  great  and  crying  evil,  that  in  seasons  of  the  purest  healtb- 
fulness  are  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  insufferable  and 
dreadful  nuisances — abridging  the  comfort  of  our  citizens, 
and  making  dire  inroads  upon  their  lives  and  healths; 
especially  of  infants  and  children,  whose  vigor  and  well 
being  depend,  in  summer,  so  much  upon  the  purity  of  the 
atmosphere,  which  these  establishments  contribute  so  pow- 
erfully to  vitiate.  Conspicuous  among  these  objects  of 
complaint,  and  perhaps  the  most  offensive,  are  the 

BONE    AND   FLESH   BOILING   ESTABLISHMENTS 

Distributed  throughout  the  Twelfth  and  Sixteenth 
Wards,  and  hid  away  in  densely  populated  neigh borbooSls, 
are  shanties  and  out-buildings,  in  which  are  boiled  up  to- 
gether, in  large  cauldrons,  the  refuse  of  the  streets  and 
markets,  the  bones  and  scraps  of  animal  substances,  found 
about  these  places,  and  every  particle  of  dead  and  putrify- 
ing  animal  matter,  that  the  scavengers  of  the  city  collect 
in  band-carts  and  bags,  by  raking  the  gutters  and  purlieus 
of  offal  and  filth.  The  carrion  of  horses,  and  oxen,  cows, 
hogs,  rancid  fat,  bought  or  begged  at  the  markets,  are  all 
thrown  into  the  cauldrons  and  boiled,  for  various  purposes 
of  traffic.  From  these  places  the  most  intolerable  stench 
arises,  which,  mingling  with  the  atmosphere,  is  brought 
into  the  dwellings  of  the  neighborhood,  their  sick  rooms 
and  nurseries,  in  a  greater  or  less  state  of  dilution.     So 
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dense  and  persistent  is  the  stench  created  by  these  places, 
that  I  have  been  led,  when  ferretting  out  their  secluded 
abodes,  for  a  long  distance,  with  no  other  guide.  It  cannot 
be,  therefore,  that  the  citizens  of  these  wards,  make  such  fre- 
quent complaints,  without  reason.  I  would  beg  your  Hon- 
orable Body  to  adopt  some  plan  for  removing  these  estab- 
lishments entirely  out  of  the  precincts  of  the  city. 

During  the  prevalence  lof  cholera  I  closed  such  of  them 
as  could  be  found,  and  the  result  was  the  creation  of 
another  evil.  The  dead  horses  and  cattle  were  now  thrown 
into  the  rivers,  and  there  remained,  bloating  and  festering 
in  the  sun  and  heat,  floating,  with  the  ebb  of  the  tide,  out 
of  the  slips,  and  returning,  with  the  flood,  to  some  other 
place  along  the  wharves.  In  this  manner  the  same  car- 
cass would  float  around  the  city  for  weeks.  Some  of  them 
were  found  on  Long  Island  beach,  from. whence  came  fre- 
quent complaints.  Thus,  in  removing  one  evil,  something 
mvst  be  done  to  prevent  another  equally  great. 

The  business  of  bone  boiling  is  an  exceedingly  lucrative 
and  profitable  one,  insomuch,  that  fortunes  have  been 
amassed  therein,  and  large  sums  are  annually  paid  to  the 
scavengers  who  scrape  the  filthy  material  from  the  gutters 
and  streets.  In  suggesting  a  remedy,  it  is  well  to  observe 
that  this  business  is  not  conducted  by  paupers,  but  by  per- 
sons abundantly  qualified  to  carry  it  on,  though  attended 
with  greater  trouble  and  expense,  wherever  your  Honora- 
ble Body  should  deem  it  expedient  to  remove  them. 

I  cannot  suggest  any  place  within  the  chartered  limits, 
for  their  removal,  that  would  not  be  obnoxious  to  com- 
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plaint.  They  should  be  removed  out  of  the  bounds  of  the 
city,  by  an  ordinance,  for  a  violation  of  which,  heavy 
penalties  should  be  imposed* 

S^ANVRE   HEAPS. 

Another  source  of  great  complaint,  are  the  vast  collections 
of  manure,  that  along  our  wharves  on  the  east  and  west 
of  the  city,  are  piled  and  heaped  to  rot,  and  fume  and 
ferment,  to  make  them  more  s&Ieable  and  fitted  for  the 
purposes  of  use.     These  collections  are  carted  from  the 
stables  of  the  city,  to  the  river  side,  and  there  suffered  to 
decompose;  to  facilitate  which  operation,  they  are  fre- 
quently turned  over,  and  watered,  while  the  fumes  and 
steam  arise,  and  float  on  the  atmosphere,  to   the  neigh- 
boring domicils  of  citizens,  giving  frequent  and  just  canse 
of  complaint.     I  have  made,   under  the  direction  of  his 
Honor  the   Mayor,  attempts  to  abate  this  nuisance,  bot 
with  very  little  success.     I  have  sent  boats  to  remove  the 
offensive  collections,  and  carts  to  drag  it  away,  and  upon 
one  occasion,  the  officers  discharging  this  duty,  were  as- 
saulted, the  carts  seized  and  driven  off,  and  a  scene  of  riot 
produced.    The  only  effectual  method  of  abating  these  of- 
fensive collections,  is  either  to  prohibit  the  traffic,  or  com- 
pel the  carts  that  collect  the  material,  to  carry  it  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  city,  or  on  board  of  vessels,  under  penalty  of 
forfeiture  of  license. 

SLAUGHTER   HOUSES. 

In  presenting  the  hackneyed  subject  of  the  slaughter- 
houses, to  your  Honorable  Body  as  a  nuisance,  I  would 
not  place  them  under  the  same  category  as  the  preceding. 
While  they  are  justly  subjects  of  complaint,  as  improper 
and  unpleasant  spectacles,  as  producing  foul  and  unhealthy 
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efflavia,  as  endangering  life  by  the  driving  of  cattle 
through  our  densely  crowded  avenues  and  narrow  streets, 
gored  frequently  to  madness  by  the  impatience  of  their 
drivers  ;  they  still  are  what  the  others  are  not,  ;iecessary  to 
the  community,  and  to  the  daily  wants  of  every  one. 

In  making  any  provision  for  the  disposition  of  these  nu- 
merous erections,  some  regard  should  be  had  to  those  most 
interested,  viz  :  the  butchers  themselves,  who  form  a  large, 
respectable  and  enterprizing  portion  of  our  tax-paying 
citizens. 

It  would  not  be  just,  if  indeed  it  could  be  accomplished, 
to  force  these  people  out  of  the  city,  shut  up  these  estab- 
lishments here,  and  compel  them  at  sacrifice  and  expense, 
to  build  new  slaughter-houses  out  of  the  more  densely 
populated  part  of  the  city,  which  in  time  would  require 
removal  again. 

It  seems  to  me,  that  the  only  feasible  plan,  and  the 
only  one  that  would  be  generally  adopted,  is  to  afford 
means  for  these  establishments  to  be  removed  in  a  manner 
advantageous  to  the  owners.  Once  make  it  appear  to  the 
butchers  themselves,  that  they,  as  well  as  the  community, 
are  to  be  benefited  by  any  plan,  and  we  shall  see  no  ob- 
jection offered  to  the  proposed  removal. 

I  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  to  the  consid- 
eration of  your  Honorable  Body,  the  system  of  abattoirs, 
as  used  in  Paris.  No  city  in  the  world  is  so  well  adapted 
for  this,  as  New  York.  With  a  line  of  wharf,  extending 
almost  completely  around  the  city,  including  nearly 
twenty  miles  ;  with  plenty  of  water  for  vessels ;  a  country 
immediately  adjacent  for  pasturage ;  and  the  uses  of  the 
Croton,  nothing  seems  to  be  wanting  but  some  efficient 
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actioDy  to  speedily  relieve  the  city  from  the  disagreeable 
association  of  ^ slaughter-houses  and  dwelliogs  standing 
on  the  same  line  on  our  streets. 

BURYING  IN  CITY  GROUNDS  AND  VAULTS. 

The  subject  of  interring  bodies  in  the  numerous  city  vault! 
and  burying-grounds,  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  in  this 
connection  •  It  is  not  only  improper  in  itself,  but  a  most 
efficient  mode  of  creating  and  adding  to  a  pestilential  at- 
mosphere ;  the  juxtaposition  of  these  grounds  to  residen- 
ces, and  especially  the  manner  in  which,  from  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  bodies  are  interred  in  them.  In  many  of 
them  the  ground  is  so  full,  that  it  is  impossible  to  open  a 
grave,  without  disturbing  decaying  remains.  The  whole 
ground  has  been  gone  over  in  this  way  several  times;  in- 
deed, how  could  it  be  otherwise,  where  scarce  an  acre  is 
thus  dedicated  to  the  constant  reception  of  remains ;  and 
what  must  be  the  whole  but  a  mass,  of  putrefaction  acting 
upon  the  public  health .  During  the  prevalence  of  the 
cholera  last  summer,  I  closed  some  of  {he  grounds.  But 
such  proceedings  have  little  effect  in  permanently  abating 
the  nuisance,  for  this  whole  subject  of  burial  in  the  city  is 
such,  either  immediately  or  prospectively.  I  earnestly 
hope,  therefore,  your  Honorable  Body  will  take  some  im- 
mediate measures  to  pass  an  ordinance  prohibiting  the 
practice  entirely.  There  are  a  number  of  beautiful  cem- 
eteries in  the  neighborhood  of  the  city,  for  the  proper  de- 
posit of  remains,  so  that  no  reasonable  obstacle  presents 
to  the  immediate* closing  of  these  grounds. 

Upon  all  these  subjects,  there  is  an  imperative  necessity 
for  speedy  and  efficient  action.  To  accelerate  such  action 
we  have  to  urge  us,  the  prospective  approach  of  a  season  of 
epidemic.  The  almost  unanimous  expression  of  public  sen- 
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timent ;  beside,  all  those  considerations  of  advantage  to  arise 
from  their  removal,  and  of  disgrace  attaching  to  their  con- 
tinuance. It  is  unworthy  of  the  city,  to  be  thus  laggard  in 
sanatory  reform.  It  is  all  idle  to  remove  these  objects  of 
complaint  into  a  remote  part  of  the  city,  to  create,  at  a  no 
very  distant  day  another  bone  of  contention.  Beside,  there 
is  not  a  spot  upon  the  whole  island,  where  the  bone-boiling 
and  horse-skinning  establishments  would  be  free  from  the 
charge  of  nuisance.  Our  city  is  growing  so  rapidly  that 
no  portion  can  be  said  to  be  *'  outside  of  the  wall,''  and,  in  re- 
moving a  nuisance  from  our  own  doors,  we  have  no  right 
to  throw  it  before  our  neighbors.  The  day  is  not  distant, 
when  no  part  of  our  corporate  limits  will  be  less  densely 
populated  than  another.  Any  enactments,  therefore,  in 
regard  to  these  matters,  that  are  made,  should  have  refer- 
ence to  this  view,  or  they  will  be  utterly  nugatory  and  fu- 
tile, and  will  serve  no  better  purpose,  than  the  present  in- 
competent plan.  There  are  many  places  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  city,  where  the  more  objectionable  of  these  estab- 
lishments, could  carry  on  their  business,  without  interfering 
with  the  health  or  convenience  of  others,  for  a  remote  pe- 
riod to  come. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Charles  H.  Nichols,  the  scien- 
tific Resident  Physician  of  Bloomingdale  Hospital  for  the 
Insane,  and  beg  leave  to  make  my  acknowledgments  for 
the  subjoined  Meteorological  Register,  he  having  kindly 
and  politely  furnished  me  with  a  copy  of  his  observations 
for  this  report.  These  tables  are  reliable,  from  the  very 
careful  and  accurate  manner  in  which  the  observations, 
were  made. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  W.  WHITE, 

City  Inspector. 


Doc.  No.  as.) 


615 


(Doc.  No.  28. 


AT  THE  BlOOMINGDALE  AsYLUM  FOR  THE  InSANE. 
D  ofBaromeiar  above  hish-wa't^r  mark.  165  font. 


JANUARY. 


S 


w. 

M'ly 

W. 

E. 

W. 

est 

£. 


Wind. 


Weather. 


• 

•mi 

o 

* 

CO 

Urn 

C 

^^ 

p^ 

0^ 

ntf 

•^ 

fJl 

I/) 

s 


00 

S 

s 
05 


est. 

West 

W. 

N.W. 

C( 

« 

est 

(( 

W. 

West 

u 

N.  W. 

u 

N.  E. 

£. 

Calm 

Im 

(( 

W. 

N.W. 

it 

6i 

u 

i( 

Im 

S.  W. 

W. 

West 

istMy 

Ensi'ly 

est 

Wesi. 

W. 

S.  W. 

W. 

N.  W. 

;( 

ii 

est 

S.  W. 

W. 

Calm 

Im; 

N.  W. 

est 

West 

a 

S.  W. 

(( 

N.  W. 
East 
S.  W. 
West 

N.  E. 

~"16~~ 


Calm 

N.  W. 

(( 

(( 

West 
N.  W. 
N.  E. 
Calm 

N.  E. 

x\.  W. 

Calm. 
S.  W. 
West 
N.  E. 
West 
S.  W. 
N.  W. 

S.  W. 
Calm. 
N.  W. 

S.  W. 

(4 

N.  W. 

East 
S.  W. 
N.  W. 
N.  E. 


Clear 


Cloudy 

Pleas'ni  Cloudy 
jCloudy  i     " 
jCiear      Clear 
iCIoudy 
Pleas'ni 
Cloudy 
Clear 


Cl(  ar      Clou  y 

''         Clear 
Pleas'ni!     " 

Pleas'ni 

ii 


u 


Cloudy 
Pleas'n 
Clear 

a 
a 

Cloudy 


Cloudy 
Rain 

I     ''         Fog 
I  Pleas'n  'Clear 
Cloudy   Pleas'ni 


Pleas'nt 

Clear 

Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 
Clear 

Rain 

Cloudy 

Clear 


Clear 

Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 

Clear 

Pleas'ni 

Cloudy 

Pleas'ni 

Clear 


Pleas'ni  iCloudy 
Cloudy       " 


(4 
44 


6i 

fClear 


Clear 

Pleas'ni 

Cloudy 

44 

Pleas'nt 
Clear 

44 

Cloudy 

44 

Rain 
Clear 
Pleas'ni 

44 

Clear 
Cloudy 

44 
44 

Cleaf 
Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 

ik 

Clear 
Cloudy 

44 
44 

Clear 


35.100 
15.100 


20.100 


30.100 


DocNo.  28.) 


J 

517 

(Doc. 

No.  28. 

1 

FOR  THE 

YEAR 

1S49.     1 

CONTINU] 

lU  AR 

ED. 

Wind. 

FEBI 

Y.                                 ! 

1 

1 

• 

'"""■"■       fZ^  1 

• 

1 

• 

•          1         ,          i                    ! 
«            1        M            1           •            !         _• 

w 

ua 

f^ 

z 

GO 

t^ 

a» 

0) 

a 
s 

- 

sun 

C            i       q" 

G 
S 

c 

a 

M 

(N 

y) 

OJ                  CM 

CO 

l-H 

1 

N.  E. 

S.W. 

West 

1 

Snow     jFog         Cloudy 

50.100 

2 

S  W. 

« 

S.W. 

Cloudy  iCloudy 

iC 

20.100. 

1 

3 

West 

N.W.     1 

West 

Pleas'ni  Pleas'nt 

Clear 

r 

4 

S.W. 

S.W.     ' 

S,  W. 

(( 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

. 

o 

N.  E. 

N.E. 

N.E. 

Snow 

it 

(C 

4.105 

6 

Calm 

ii 

(C 

Pleas'nt     "        !Snow      Snow 

7 

i< 

N.W. 

N.  W^ 

Cloudy  jPleas'nt. Clear 

8 

West 

S.W. 

S.W. 

Pleas'nt. Cloudy 
"        iPleas'nt 

Cloudy 

9 

<( 

West 

N.  W. 

Pleas'nt 

10 

« 

S.W. 

S.  W. 

Clear      Clear 

Clear 

U 

S.W. 

(( 

Soiit'ly 

Pleas'nt  Pleas'ni 

Pleas'nt 

12 

N.E. 

N.  E. 

N.E. 

Cloudy  Snow 

Snow 

I  inch 

13 

West 

N.W. 

N.  W. 

"         Plcas'ntCloudy 

14 

N.W. 

(( 

i( 

Pleas'nt      "        ;Pleas'nt 

15 

u 

(( 

It 

Clear 

it 

tt 

. 

16 

u 

West 

Cahn 

it 

it 

it 

17 

N.  Es'Iy 

N.  E. 

N.  E. 

u 

''        .Cloudy 

18 

North 

North 

North 

Snow     iSnow 

it 

1  inch 

19 

N.  W. 

N.  W. 

N.  W. 

Clear     jClear 

Clear 

20 

N.E. 

N.E. 

N.E. 

Pleas'nt  Cloudy 

Snow     '1  inch    1 

21 

u 

(( 

(C 

Cloudy  Pleas'nt|Pleas'nt 

22 

u 

« 

« 

"         Cloudy 

Snow 

l^in. 

23 

North 

North 

North 

it 

ClQar 

Clear 

24 

cc 

S  Est'Iy 

S.  E. 

Clear 

Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 

25 

N.E.  , 

N.E. 

N.  E. 

Snow 

Rain 

Snow 

liin. 

26 

<( 

« 

u 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Rain 

W,\  "• 

27 

u 

<( 

a 

Rain 

it 

Cloudy 

15.100 

28 

<c 

« 

a 

Cloudy 

tt 

it 

•  ■ 

•  • 
•• 

tt   A    9  9    tt   tt    • 



Coyc 

;«  No. 

.28.) 

518 

M 
M 

■ — . —                       — ^=^at 

ETEOROLOGICAL  REGISTER 

ARCH. 

• 

0/ 

Thti 

i 

a 

rmom 

• 
• 

or 
eter. 

• 

o 

Baroi 

• 

neter  in  Doer, 

•        en 

■  Thei 
attach 

i 

•  mm 

rmomeler    ' 
ed  to  Barm.'- 

• 

• 

e 

Q 
1 

3 
SQ 

34 

04 

44 

C 

43 

C 

c 

(» 

s 

9 

04 

e 
s 

CO 

66 

30  52 

30  45 

80  40 

64 

67 

2 

31 

34 

33 

30  40 

30  40 

30  40 

65 

65 

66 

3 

26 

34 

31 

30  40 

30  42 

30  45 

63 

68 

67 

4 

21 

32 

29 

30  57 

30  62 

30  63 

64 

67 

67 

5 

22 

35 

32 

30  62 

30  62 

30  60 

65 

67 

67 

6 

30 

35 

34 

30  60 

30  60 

30  55 

65 

65 

66 

7 

33 

39 

37 

30  25 

30  10 

30  05 

67 

67 

67 

8 

32 

39 

38 

30  10 

30  10 

30  10 

65 

66 

66 

9!  29 

38 

36 

30  14 

30  04 

30  .. 

65 

68 

68 

10 

27 

38 

38 

30  .. 

29  90 

29  90 

63 

68 

68 

11 

30 

45 

40 

29  90 

29  90 

29  90 

65 

68 

68 

12 

26 

44 

40 

30  05 

30  10 

30  10 

64 

68 

68 

13 

32 

52 

47 

30  10 

30  12 

30  12 

60 

61 

61 

14 

40 

40 

40 

30  20 

30  30 

30  30 

62 

68 

68 

15 

32 

36 

35 

30  35 

30  30 

.30  15 

65 

65 

68 

16 

35 

46 

49 

30  10 

30  08 

30  05 

65 

65 

65 

17 

37 

57 

55 

30  07 

30  .. 

30  .. 

63 

65 

66 

18 

37 

43 

39 

30  .. 

30  05 

30  12 

64 

65 

66 

19 

29 

40 

41 

30  85 

30  40 

30  40 

63 

66 

65 

20 

35 

52 

46 

30  33 

30  19 

30  05 

64 

65 

66 

21 

49 

51 

52 

29  85 

29  75 

29  65 

65 

67 

68 

22 

34 

42 

39 

30  10 

30  25 

30  35 

65 

65 

66 

23 

30 

42 

38 

30  60 

30  60 

30  60 

63 

66 

66 

24 

33 

52 

47 

30  50 

30  42 

30  40 

62 

64 

66 

25 

■ 

42 

52 

47 

30  25 

30  15 

30  05 

63 

66 

67 

26 

35 

40 

37 

30  15 

30  15 

30  15 

65 

65 

64 

27 

29 

33 

33 

30  10 

29  90 

29  85 

59 

60 

60 

;28 

35 

40 

40 

29  84 

29  92 

30  .. 

59 

60 

60 

:29 

44 

54 

48 

30  10 

30  10 

30  10 

62 

64 

66 

;30 

46 

55 

51 

30  10 

30  11 

30  10 

62 

65 

64 

31 

47 

63 

60 

30  10 

30  06 

30  05 

64 

66 

64 

1 

319 

/ONTIVUE 

(Doc. 

No.  28. 

R  THE  YEAR  1849.    ( 

:d. 

1 

i 

MARCH. 

t . 

1 

1 

1 

Wind. 

Weather. 

R  u.  ^ 
Snow.   \ 

i 

• 

• 

i 

• 

• 
0) 

• 

a 

s 

d, 

on 

C 

3 

s 

or> 

S 

CO 

(N 

C» 

CO 

<N 

O}                 ^ 

N.  E. 

s.  w. 

s.  w. 

Fog 

Cloudy 

Pleas'ni  i 

(c 

N.  E. 

N.  E. 

Cloudy 

(( 

Snow 

' 

(C 

(( 

(C 

Snow 

it 

Pleas'nt  U  Sn. 

(C 

(( 

(C 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

N.  W. 

S.  E. 

S.E.       Pleas' nt 

Pleas'nt 

Pleas'ni 

N*  £• 

N.  E. 

East 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Hail 

CI 

'    (C 

West 

Rain 

Fog' 

Pleas'ni  23.100  | 

N,  W. 

N.  W. 

N.  W. 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

cc 

U 

u 

Pleas'nt 

Pleas'ni 

Pleas'nt 

c< 

a 

u 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

a 

iC 

it 

it 

Pleas'm 

Pleas'nt 

a 

West 

S.  E.     Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 

Rain 

s.  w. 

S,E. 

it, 

Cloudy 

Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 

N.E. 

N.  E. 

N.  E. 

(( 

Snow 

Hail 

C( 

4( 

"        iMist 

Mist 

Mist 

12.100 

s.  w. 

S.  W. 

West 

Cloudy 

Pleas'ni 

Clear 

ii 

(( 

S.  W.    Pleas'ni 

cc 

Cloudy 

N.  W. 

N.  W. 

N.  W. 

Cloudy 

cc 

Pleas'nt 

(i 

(( 

a 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

S.W. 

East 

S.E. 

(( 

Pleas'nt 

Rain 

S.  E. 

S.  E. 

11 

Rain 

Fog 

Cloudy 

ItVt 

N.  W. 

N.  W. 

N.  W. 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

N.E, 

S.E. 

S.E. 

it 

Pleas'nt 

Pleas'nt 

EMte'Iy 

Easterly 

East'rly 

Cloudy 

cc 

^ 

«* 

S.E. 

N.  W.  iRain 

Cloudy 

Rain 

80.100 

Nort'ly 

Nort'ly 

North 

Cloudy 

cc 

Cloudy 

« 

u 

N.N.E. 

S.  storm 

Hail&S. 

Rain 

60.100 

IN.E. 

N.E. 

N.  E. 

Mst&rn. 

Rain 

Cloudy 

1     « 

(( 

<( 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Rain 

15.100 

)  North 

North 

North 

it 

M 

Claudy 

10-100 

ilN.W. 

Vari'ble 

N.  W. 

Pleas'ni 

Pleas'nt 

Pleas'nt 

Doc.  No.  28.) 


521 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1849.— Continued. 


APRIL. 


Wind. 


Si 

1 

2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

n 


•  mm 

a 


44 
44 

s.w. 

.E. 
N.W. 

West 

N.W. 

44 

S.E. 
N.W. 

44 
U 
44 
C4 


C 


N.W. 

s.w. 

N.W. 

u 

S.E. 
N.W. 


S.E. 

N.W. 

West 

S.E. 

.w^ 


Easle'lyS.E. 
East 


West 

S.w. 

ISjEaste'lv 
19!N.£.  ' 

aoN.w. 

21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 


S.E. 
N.E. 
S.W. 
West 

N.E. 

44 
44 

N.W. 

N.E. 


N.W. 

(( 

N.E. 

N.w^ 


East 
>.W. 

N.E. 
N.W. 

it 

West 

w. 

N.E. 
N.W. 


West 

s.w. 

Easte'lv 
N.E.  ' 
West 
N.W. 
Soul' I  y 
Easte'lv 
Wesi'Iy 
S.Es'lyiS.E. 
N.E.         " 

'    a 

North 
East 


North 

S.E. 

N.W. 


N.E. 
N.W. 

S.E. 


Weather. 


\Rain  fy  \ 
!  Snow. 


0^ 

CO 


a 


iClear 

Pleas'nt 
V  loudy 

Clear 

Pleas'nt 

Clear 

Rain 

44 

Clear 
Pleas'nt 

44 
44 


2  P.  M. 

Sunset. 

a 

Clear 

Clear 

44 

44 

44 

Pitas' ii 

Icas'nt 

4. 

44 

Clear 

Clear 

44 

44 
44 

Cloudy 
iPleas'n 

Pleas'nt      " 


Rain 

44 
44 


Rain 
Clear 

44 


36.100 


Clear 

44 


Cloudy  iCloudy 
Squally  Squally 

44  44 

Cloudy  Cloudy 
Pleas'n  Pleas'nt 

Cloudy  Rain       iRain 
"        iCloudy  ICloudy 

Pleas'nt      "         !  Pleas'nt 

Clear 

Cloudy 

44 


51.100 


44 


Rain 

Pleas'n 

Cloudy 

Pleas'nt 

Rain 

Cloudy 

Clear 


Clear      ', 
Cloudy   Cloudy 

"         Fog 
Pleas'nt  Pleas'nt 

44  I        44 


Cloudy  jClear 
Pleas'nt'Pleas  n 
Rain      IRain 


Clear 
Pleas'n 


Clear 
Pleas'nt 


20.100 


Doc.  No.  as.) 


(Doc.  No.  28. 


Doc 

J.  No. 

28.) 

524 

METEOROLOGICAL  F 

LEGISTER 

« 

JUNE. 

• 

« 

e 
Q 

1 

Out-Door 
Thermometer. 

Barometer  in  Door. 

Thermometer 
attached  to  Barm. 

• 

09 

•  <■< 

a 

s 

«) 

58 

• 
• 

70 

• 
CA 

c 
s 

65 

m 

en 

eg 

• 
e 

• 

m 

• 

1 

e 

m 
67 

30  25 

1 

30  20  30  20 

64 

67 

2 

58 

69 

65 

30  20 

30  20  30  15 

65 

64 

65 

3 

64 

76 

65 

30  15 

30  10  30  10 

66 

68 

68 

4 

65 

79 

71 

30  .. 

29  95  29  90 

67 

72 

72 

6 

58 

71 

69 

30  05 

30  10 

30  10 

68 

68 

68 

6 

56 

71 

65 

30  20 

30  20 

30  15 

66 

68 

68 

7 

59 

79 

68 

30  03 

30  .. 

39  95 

65 

68 

68 

8 

63 

64 

60 

29  90 

29  88 

29  90 

67 

68 

67 

9 

53 

73 

66 

30  .. 

30  .. 

30  .. 

65 

67 

67 

10 

60 

64 

61 

30  .. 

36  10 

30  20 

65 

67 

67 

11 

52 

70 

61 

30  35 

30  42 

30  40 

65 

67 

66 

12 

52 

71 

60 

30  45 

30  45 

30  45 

64 

66 

66 

13 

55 

71 

60 

30  45 

30  45 

30  40 

64 

66 

66 

14 

60 

75 

68 

30  40 

30  40 

30  40 

65 

66 

66 

16 

60 

82 

70 

30  28 

30  15 

30  12 

66 

69 

69 

16 

64 

84 

72 

30  05 

30  05  1  30  05 

68 

71 

72 

17 

64 

77 

67 

30  30 

:  30  40 

30  40 

68 

71 

71 

18 

62 

81 

73 

30  45 

30  45 

30  40 

68 

71 

72 

19 

61 

84 

80 

30  40 

30  33 

30  30 

69 

76 

76 

20 

70 

88 

82 

30  30 

30  30 

30  30 

73 

78 

79 

21 

77 

92 

84 

30  25 

30  25 

30  22 

76 

80 

81 

22 

73 

90 

86 

20  22 

30  20 

30  15 

76 

80 

80 

23 

75 

90 

82 

30  15 

30  10 

30  05 

77 

83 

80 

24 

72 

87 

77 

30  (5 

30  05 

29  95 

77 

78 

77 

25 

79 

83 

79 

29  95 

30  .. 

29  95 

73 

76 

77 

26 

69 

85 

81 

30  .. 

30  05 

30  05 

72 

77 

77 

27 

65 

82 

79 

30  15 

30  15 

30  05 

71 

76 

76 

28 

69 

74 

67 

cO  (5 

30  10 

30g05 

71 

70 

70 

29 

62 

73 

70 

29  90 

29  92 

30  .. 

68 

70 

71 

30 

•  • 

62 

•  • 

81 

•  • 

75 

•  • 

• 

30  05 

•  '•   •  • 

30  05 

•  •   •  ■ 

30  .. 

•  •   •  • 

69 

•  • 

72 

•  • 

72 

•  • 

625 

(Doc, 

No.  28. 

FOR  THE 

YEAR 

1849.     1 

CONTINnED. 

JUNE. 

0 

* 

Wind. 

Weather. 

Rain. 

1 

i 

S 

• 

. 

CO 

a 

9i 

c 

1            . 

en 

%m 

0 

tin 

Jmi 

Q 

a 

9 
CO 

1     0. 

C 
CO 

a 
s 

CO 

o 

a 

1 

Sout'ly 

S*  iL. 

S.E. 

Fog 

Clear 

Pleas'n' 

2 

S.  E. 

East 

ii 

u 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

3 

(( 

S.E. 

a 

u 

(C 

Fog 

4 

(( 

u 

N.W. 

u 

Clear 

Squally 

4.100 

5 

N.  W. 

N.  W. 

a 

Pleas'nt 

(( 

Clear 

6 

(( 

S.  W. 

S.E. 

Clear 

u 

Pleas'nt 

7 

N.E. 

S.E. 

(( 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

4& 

8 

Sout'ly 

(( 

N.E. 

a 

Rain 

Cloudy 

20.100 

9 

N.W. 

U 

S.  E. 

Pleas'ntiPleas'nt 

66 

10 

East 

N.E. 

N.  E. 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

« 

30.100 

11 

N.E. 

East 

Eust 

Clear 

Pleas'nt!  Pleas'nl 

% 

12 

S.E. 

S.E. 

S.E. 

u 

a 

Cloudy 

13 

East'ly 

u 

(( 

Cloudy 

66 

Pleas'nt 

14 

S.W. 

S.W. 

u 

u 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

15 

S.E. 

s.    . 

« 

Rain 

C( 

44 

1. 100 

16 

Eaat'ly 

N.W. 

N.  W. 

Pleas'nl  Pleas'nt 

66 

20.100 

17 

North 

Easterly 

S.  E. 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

18 

S.  W. 

S.W. 

Sftith 

(4 

(( 

Pleas'nt 

19 

(( 

iC 

S.W. 

iC 

C4 

4( 

90 

(( 

a 

« 

Pleas'nt 

<€ 

Clear 

21 

« 

N.W. 

Cahn 

Clear 

CC 

44 

22 

N.W. 

<( 

S.W. 

(( 

(€ 

44 

23 

S.  W. 

(( 

N.  W. 

u 

Pleas'nt 

Hazy 

24 

N.E. 

S.E. 

S.E. 

Pleas'nl 

66 

Cloudy 

25 

N.W. 

N.  W. 

N.  W. 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

26 

S.W. 

ti 

(( 

u 

<c 

44 

27 

N.E. 

S.W. 

S.W. 

u 

(4 

l€ 

28 

S.  W. 

N.E. 

N.  E. 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Rain 

16.100 

29 

N.E. 

North 

North 

Rain 

Pleas'nt 

Clear 

30  North 

S.W. 

S.  E 

Cloudy 

V   ft    #  9    9  #    • 

(4 

Doc.  No.  28.) 


1 

527 

(Doc. 

No.  28. 

FOR  THE 

YEAR 

1849. — Continued. 

( 

JULY. 

1 

• 

S 

s 

Wind. 

Weather, 

Rain,    | 

m 

1 

Z 

c 

• 

CO 

Urn 

• 
fc— t 

• 
c 

9 

1 

o 

<- 

Q 
1 

M 

<N 

1 

o< 

O)                 i^ 

West 

N.  W.     N.E.    Clear 

Pleas'ni 

Pleas'ni 

1 
1 

2 

North 

Nortli 

"         iPleas'nl 

u 

Cloudy                 ! 

3 

N.W. 

Edste'ly  Ensi'rly'Clear 

u 

Pleas'nt; 

4 

N.E. 

N.  E. 

((             « 

a 

Cloudy  1 

5 

Calm 

Easle'ly      " 

Cloudy 

(C 

Pleas'ni 

1 

6 

S.W. 

S.  W. 

S.  W.    'Picfts'nt 

u 

(( 

1 

7 

(( 

(( 

"          Rain 

Cloudy 

Shower  40.100 

8 

(( 

S-E. 

S.  E. 

Fog 

Pleas'ni 

Cloudy  ! 

9S.  E. 

N.  E. 

N.E. 

u 

Cloudy 

Pleas'nt 

10 

Easterly 

S.  E. 

S.  E. 

(( 

Clear 

Clear 

11 

Sout'riy 

So  mil 

u 

a 

u 

a 

• 

12 

S.W. 

West 

S.  W.     Clear 

a 

a 

13 

West 

N.  W. 

(( 

a 

(( 

u 

14 

N.  W. 

North 

N.N.E. 

a 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

; 

15 

N.N.E. 

N.N.E. 

(4 

a 

Clear 

Clear 

16 

North 

« 

S.W. 

ti 

(( 

ik 

1 

17 

S.  W. 

s.  s.  w. 

a 

cc 

u 

a 

18 

(( 

S.W. 

(C 

ii 

(( 

a 

1 

1 
1 

19 

South 

u 

S.E. 

Cloudy 

(( 

ti 

SO 

S.  W. 

S.E. 

C. 

:?lear 

Pleas'ni 

Cloudy 

50.100 

21 

South 

S.  W. 

S.  w. 

Cloudy 

(( 

Rain 

60.100 

22 

M.  W. 

Calm 

u 

Pleas'iil 

n 

Clear 

1 

23 

North 

N.E. 

|S»  £• 

(( 

a 

(( 

24 

Calm. 

Easl'rlylEasl'rly 

Clear 

»( 

a 

25 

N.E. 

N.E. 

N.E. 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

26 

S.E. 

S.E. 

S.E. 

(C 

(( 

u 

27.100 

27 

West 

N.  W. 

N.  W. 

Clear 

Pleas'ni 

Pleas'ni 

2- 

North 

Calm 

Calm 

Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 

it 

I 
f 

23 

N.  W. 

N.  W. 

S.  W. 

Clee^r 

Clear 

Clear 

30 

S.  W. 

S.E. 

S.  E. 

• 

u 

(i 

53.100  1 

31 

• 

N.  W. 

N.E. 

Cloudy 

Shower 

Clou^dy 

Doc.  No.  28.) 


:.  No.  28.) 


529 


R  THE  YEAR 

1849. 
AU( 

Continued. 

[JUST. 

1 

Wind. 

m 

• 

?2 

Weather,               !  Rain. 

1 

c 

o 

• 

03 

a 

X/1 

'JO 

Qm 

(N 

N.i:. 

N.E. 

N.  E. 

Cloudy    Pleas'nt 

Pleas'nt 

N.W. 

S.W. 

S.E. 

Cloar"    Clear 

(4 

1 

S.W. 

S.E. 

(t 

4( 

44 

Clear 

(( 

S.  W. 

North- 

iC 

Pleas'nt 

Squall 

2.100 

Cairn 

Calm. 

S.E. 

U 

Clear 

Clear 

S.W. 

S.  E. 

S.W. 

Cloudy 

Rain 

Cloildy  115.100 

North 

N.W. 

N.  W. 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear      ! 

N.W. 

S.E. 

^  •  E . 

Hitzy 

Pleas'nt 

Hazy 

S.E. 

(( 

u 

Rain 

Rain 

Cloudy 

16.100 

S.W. 

Soul  h 

Cahn 

Cloudy   Siiower 

44 

6.100 

iS.W. 

N.W. 

N.  W. 

Rain 

Cloudy 

"        115.100 i 

« 

ii 

North 

Pleas'ni 

Pleas'nt  Pleas'nt 

« 

S.W. 

S.  W. 

Cloud V  'ShowVylCloudy 

7.100 

Calm 

i( 

ii 

"     ■    iSpr'klr.sRain        70.100  ^ 

N.  W. 

N.  W. 

N.W. 

Clear      'Pleas-nilClear 

it- 

Souili 

S.  W. 

"          Clear 

Pleas'ir 

1 

West 

S.  W. 

S.  E. 

"          Hnzv 

Cloudy 

1 

1 

S.  W. 

S.E. 

«( 

Cloudy  ICIoudy 

Pleas'nt  15.100  j 

N.E. 

N.  E. 

N.E. 

Fog         Clear       Clear 

7.100 

{4 

« 

S.  E. 

Cloudy   Cloudy  iPlea.'n: 

Soui'lv 

S  W. 

S.  W. 

44 

N.E* 

Soiitli 

South 

Hazy       Pleas'nt 

44 

Easie'ly 

Wesl'ly 

N.  W. 

Cloudy   Cloudy 

Cloudy 

1tV» 

North 

North 

North 

Ck>ar      Clear 

Clear 

N.W, 

(( 

4( 

((         I     (( 

44 

(( 

South 

South 

U                        44 

44 

S.W*. 

S.  W. 

S.E. 

Pleas'nt  Pleas'nt 

Pleas'nt 

Easte'ly 

S.E. 

bi 

Fog         Cloudy 

44 

it 

n 

(( 

Rain           " 

Cloudy 

1.100 

iC 

i€ 

« 

/og 

Pleas'nt 

Pleas'nt 

S.W. 

South 

South 

N.  udy 

Cloudy 

Rain 

1/A    _ 

Doc.  No.  28.) 


530 


METEOROLOGICAL  REGISTER 


1 
2 
3 
4 

5! 
6 

f 
I 

'■    8 
i    9 
10 
I  11 
I  12 
13 
14 
15 
16; 
17 
18 
19i 
20 
21| 
22 
23; 
24' 
25 
26 
27 
28 
'29i 
30; 


Out-Door 
Thermometer. 


• 

• 

u 

•  mtm 

s 

c> 

k. 

X 

c 

0, 

C 

ti 

s 

S 

Q 

c» 

<N 

W 

57  i 

55 

55  i 

60  ! 

68  ' 

68 

66 

55 

50 

54 

55 

56 

57 

60 

60 

62 

67 

63 

56 

58 

54 

54 

62 

53 

52 

56 

50 

55 

56 

58 


70  I 
65  ! 
69  ' 
75  I 

77  ! 
75-, 
74  I 
65 
64 
66 
68  ! 

73  : 

73 

74  : 
80  I 

78  j 
85  I 
72 
64 
67 
67 
70 
67  i 
62 
70 

'"7  i 
59 

71 

75 

60 


66 

64 

65 

66 

70 

71 

68 

62 

62 

63  I 

65 

67 

70 

70  ! 

74  i 

74  ' 

76 

68 

60 

60 

62 

64 

64 

60 

67 

68 

57 

66 

69 

58 


SEPTEMBER. 


Barometer  in  Door, 


o 

(A 

C 


30  05 
30  20 
30  40 
30  43 
30  35 
30  18 

29  94 

30  30 
30  40 
30  50 
30  53 
30  53 
30  40 
30  40 
30  30 
30  30 
30  15 
30  20 
30  40 
30  35 
30  ]8 
30  16 
29  75 
29  85 
29  95 

29  85 

30  •. 
30  15 
30  15 
29  98 


I 


30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
29 
29 
29 
29 
30 
30 
30 
29 


10 
28 
45 
43 
30 
12 
•  • 
30 
45 
55 
53 
50 
40 
45 
25 
25 
10 
22 
40 
30 
18 
05 
75 
87 
95 
80 
01 
15 
05 
95 


C 


Thermometer 
attached  to  Barm. 


30  10 
30  30 
30  45 
30  42 
30  25 
30  05 
30  05 
30  30  I 
30  47 
30  55 
30  53 
30  43 
30  40 
30  40 
30  23 
30  18 
30  04 
30  22 
30  40 
30  24 
30  15 
29  97 
29  75 
29  87 
29  92 

29  80 

30  10 
30  15 
30  •. 
29  90 


c 


67 
63 
62 
63 
67 
69 
68 
64 
60 
62 
63 
64 
64 
66 
65 
67 
70 
70 
63 
62 
62 
62 
65 
64 
63 
64 
63 
62 
64 
67 


P4 


69 
67 
65 
67 
67 
70 
68 
67 
65 
66 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
72 
76 
70 
64 
67 
62 
64 
65 
66 
67 
69 
«5 
66 
67 
66 


69 
67 
65 
66 
67 
70 
68 
66 
64 
66 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
76 
70 
63 
67 
62 
66 
66 
66 
68 
69 
65 
66 
69 
65 


. 


431 

(Doc. 

No.  28. 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

ir49. 
SEPT 

Continued. 

Wi7id. 

EMBER. 

1 
1 

Weather 

Rain. 

• 

1 

• 

• 

• 

• 

el                       ^ 

s 

• 

0) 

S 

a 
s 

• 

93                            k. 

a              c 

3                      3 

(^ 

09 

3 

Q 
1 

M 

<N 

Oi                    C/^ 

<N 

C/5 

N.  E. 

North 

N.W.     Rain 

Pleis'nt 

Pleas'nt 

50.100 

3 

North 

"        i     '*         Clear 

Cle.r 

fti 

3 

\.  E. 

N.E.     East        Hazy 

(( 

Clear 

4 

« 

East       i     "         PlearntPleas'nt 

Cloudy 

5 

(I 

Easterly  Easterly  Cloirly 

u 

Pleas'nt 

21.100 

6 

(( 

N.E.      N.E.      Show'ry 

Show'ry 

Cloudy 

7 

Weat'ly 

N.W. 

N.W.     CloiiJy 

Clear 

Clear 

8 

N.  E. 

N.E. 

"          Clear 

it 

Squal'. 
Clear 

9 

N.  W. 

N.W. 

1 

€C 

10 

« 

N.E.      East       !     « 

it 

« 

n 

North 

(( 

Easte'ly.     " 

C( 

<c 

IS 

Calm 

Calm 

S.E.          « 

<i 

(C 

13 

« 

S.W. 

S.W.     i     « 

ti 

iC 

14 

S.W. 

East 

S.  E.          « 

€C 

kC 

16 

« 

S.W. 

N.W.    Pleas'nt 

Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 

16 

N.E. 

S.  E. 

S.  E.      1     « 

(( • 

Pleas'nt 

17 

S.  W. 

West 

S.  W.      Clear 

Cloudy 

JIou  ly 

18 

N.  W. 

N.W. 

N.W.    iPleas'nt 

Pleas'nt 

Pleas'nt 

• 

19 

N.N.E. 

N.  N.  E. 

Easte'ly!  Cloudy 

Cloudy 

it 

30 

N.E. 

N.E.    • 

N.  E.          « 

Pleas'nt 

it 

31 

« 

<C 

"         Pleas'nt 

€1 

ii 

38 

« 

S.  E. 

S.  E.       Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

33 

S.  W. 

N.  W. 

N.W.        " 

iC 

Pleas'nt 

34 

N.  W. 

it 

"         Pleas'nt 

Clear 

Clear 

35 

Calm 

S.W. 

West 

Clear 

€i 

«« 

36 

Weil 

«( 

N.W. 

Pleas'nt 

Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 

26.100 

37 

N.W. 

N.W. 

« 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

38 

West 

West 

(( 

(( 

(( 

(( 

39 

(( 

S.  W. 

S.  W. 

it 

Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 

30 

•  • 

N.E. 

N.E. 

N.E. 

Rain 

Rain 

Rain 

30.100 

18 


Doc.  No.  28. 


432 


METEOROT-OGICAL  REGISTER 

OC 

TO  BE  R. 

neter  in  Door. 

i 

The, 
aUttch 

• 

on 
•  ^« 

Urn 

g 

ter 
arm,\ 

Out-Do 
Thermom 

or 
eter. 

• 

• 
VI 

a 
51 

Baroi 

• 

tfl 

c 
s 

en 

rmome 
edtoB 

• 

CO 

•c 

C 

S 

(» 

52 

• 

w 
54 

C4 

a 

c; 

OB 

a 

s 

ISO 

1 

29  70 

29  68 

29  72 

66 

64 

64 

2 

44 

58 

52 

30  .. 

29  08 

30  08 

62 

64 

62 

3 

54 

62 

58 

30  12 

30  16 
30  03 

30  16 

62 

62 

62 

4 

52 

62 

56 

30  05 

30  .. 

63 

63 

63 

5 

52 

62 

51 

30  06 

30  05 

30  08 

63 

67 

67 

6 

53 

58 

56 

30  08 

29  94 

29  78 

61 

63 

61 

7 

49 

47 

46 

29  50 

29  48 

29  60 

61 

61 

61 

8 

40 

54 

50 

29  90 

30  .. 

30  10 

59 

60 

60 

9 

42 

52 

50 

30  22 

30  22 

30  22 

60 

60 

60 

10 

46 

58 

54 

30  10 

30  05 

30  .. 

60 

60 

60 

11 

43 

46 

43 

29  73 

29  70 

29  70 

66 

66 

66 

12 

44 

58 

54 

29  95 

29  95 

29  95 

66 

66 

66 

13 

46 

56 

53 

30  .. 

30  .. 

30  02 

66 

66 

67 

14 

42 

51 

48 

30  30 

30  35 

30  38 

66 

66 

66 

15 

42 

58 

52 

30  40 

30  45 

30  45 

66 

66 

66 

16 

46 

62 

60 

30  40 

30  35 

30  36 

66 

68 

68 

17 

59 

71 

64 

30  32 

30  20 

30  26 

68 

68 

68 

18 

54 

'59 

57 

30  32 

30  40 

30  40 

68 

68 

68 

19 

50 

56 

54 

30  40 

30  40 

30  40 

68 

68 

68 

20 

44 

68 

53 

30  42 

30  42 

30  42 

68 

68 

68 

21 

48 

60 

53 

30  40 

30  35 

30  22 

68 

68 

68 

22 

57 

67 

60 

29  82 

29  68 

29  68 

68 

68 

68 

23 

50 

64 

60 

29  90 

29  90 

29  80 

69 

69 

69 

24 

47 

65 

50 

29  90 

30  06 

30  15 

68 

68 

69 

26 

41 

58 

59 

30  35 

30  35 

30  25 

68 

69 

69 

26 

47 

60 

56 

30  40 

30  42 

30  42 

68 

68 

68 

27 

52 

60 

59 

30  42 

30  42 

30  35 

68 

68 

68 

28 

50 

60 

59 

30  36 

30  35 

30  32 

64 

70 

70 

29 

59 

62 

62 

30  22 

29  90 

29  80 

69 

69 

69 

30 

48 

50 

48 

29  76 

29  86 

29  95 

69 

68 

68 

31 

39 

42 

36 

30  12 

30  16 

30  30 

68 

68 

68 

533 


(Doc.  No.  28. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1849.~Coxtinued. 


Wind. 


0) 

00 

• 

•  »-« 

1 

%m 

• 

fl 

Ol 

9 

GO 

CN 

s 


I'N.  E. 
SiNorth 
3|n.  E. 
4,Nortb. 
6     «' 
6!n.  £. 

i\   " 

8N.W. 

9:n.  e.. 

10! 


« 


31 


11,  West 
12;     " 

13  North 

14  " 
16     « 
16  S.  W. 
ITS.  E. 
ISNorth 
19!    " 
20N.W. 

2i;s.  w. 

22  ;n.  e. 

23;  West 
24'     " 
26'N.W. 
26  N.  E. 
27,S.  E.1 

28  East'ly 

29  Sout'ly 
30IN.W. 


« 


N.  E. 

I 
North 

'N.  E. 

.N.  W. 
a 

Calm 

N.E. 
West 

North 

South 
S.  E. 

North 
N.E. 
N.  W. 
East'ly 
S.W. 

N.  W. 

N.  E. 

S.W. 

East'ly 

S.E. 

N.  W. 


OCTOBER. 


S.  E. 
N.E. 

I 

N.  W. 
N.E. 

East 

u 

■ 

,  West 
North 
S.E. 

North 
N.E. 
iS.W. 
East 
,N.  W. 
S.  W. 
IN.  W. 
West 
Ea^ 
S,  W. 
East'ly 
S.E. 
N.  W. 


Weather. 


Rain. 


w  ! 

S         I 

3      ; 


PL, 


s 

CO 


en 
o 

a 


N.  E. 


I  Rain      'Rain      iRain      155.100 

Clear      Cloudy  Shower 

Cloudy 

Rain 

Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 

Msty  rn.; 

Pleas'nt  Cloudy 

Clear     ^Pleas'nt 

Cloudy  iRain 

Rain       Cloudy 


Rain 


Pleas'nt 


a 


Cloudy 

a 
Rain 

Cloudy 
Pleas'nt 

[lain 
Cloudy 


51.100 


2 


u 


iPleas'ntjPleas'nt 
Clear     iClear      Clear 

Hazy 
Pleas'nt 
Cloudy 


I  Hazy 
Pleas'ntjPleas'nt 
Cloudy       " 

Cloudy 

Pleas'nt  Pleas'nt 
Cloudy  Cloudy 
Fog         Fog 
Clear      Clear 
Pleas'nt  Pleas'nt 
Clear 

Cloudy 

Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 

Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 


it 


Rain 
Cloudy 


Pleas'nt 

Rain 

Cloudy 

Clear 

Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 

Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 

Rain 

Cloudy 


It'* 


TV 


10.100 


50.100 
10.100 


75.100 


Doc.  No 

« 

.28.' 

4 

1 

534 

J 
NO'' 

METEOROLOGICAL 

REGISTER 

/EMBER. 

s 

Q 
1 

Out'Door 
Thermometer. 

Barometer  in 

Door. 

Thermometer 
attached  to  Barm, 

M 

a 

s 
34 

• 

40 

• 

en 

C 
S 

37 

• 
CO 

CO 

• 

09 

a 

• 
c 

• 
• 

63 

• 

S 

9 

CO 
63 

30  40 

30  40 

30  40 

63 

2 

31 

43 

40 

30  40 

30  32 

30  30 

63 

63 

63 

3 

42 

60 

61 

30  18 

30  12 

30  12 

63 

67 

67 

4 

54 

67 

60 

30  20 

30  24 

30  24 

68 

68 

68 

5 

50 

65 

61 

30  24 

30  24 

30  24 

68 

68 

68 

6 

56 

55 

55 

30  25 

30  25 

30  25 

67 

68 

68 

7 

55 

60 

57 

30  20 

30  15 

30  10 

68 

68 

68 

8 

55 

63 

61 

30  .. 

29  85 

29  80 

68 

68 

68 

9 

55 

62 

55 

29  72 

29  75 

29  73 

68 

68 

68 

10 

50 

59 

56 

29  90  !  29  95 

29  95 

69 

68 

68 

11 

50 

56 

50 

30  03 

30  03 

30  03 

69 

69 

69 

12 

48 

57  ;  54 

30  10 

30  15 

30  15 

68 

68 

68 

13 

43 

57 

54 

30  25  i  30  20 

30  18 

69 

68 

68 

14 

46 

69 

55 

30  18 

30  12 

30  10 

69 

69 

69 

15 

44 

51 

47 

30  23 

30  30 

30  30 

65 

65 

65 

16 

37 

49 

45 

30  43 

30  43 

30  43 

63 

65 

64 

17 

42 

53 

50 

30  40 

30  35 

30  25 

64 

65 

65 

18 

44 

54 

50 

30  22 

30  10 

30  .. 

68 

68 

68 

19 

42 

45 

45 

29  88 

29  80 

29  80 

65 

65 

66 

20 

46 

54 

51 

29  80 

29  80 

29  80 

65 

66 

66 

21 

43 

55 

^1 

29  95 

30  .. 

30  05 

66 

67 

67 

22 

40 

52 

49 

30  15 

30  15 

30  15 

65 

67 

67 

23 

48 

58 

57 

30  20 

30  20 

30  20 

68 

67 

67 

24 

51 

51 

52 

30  30 

30  30 

30  30 

67 

67 

67 

25 

54 

62 

58 

30  25 

30  15 

^0  12 

.68 

68 

6a 

26 

57 

56 

53 

30  03 

30  .. 

30  .. 

67 

68 

68 

27 

38 

46 

45 

30  10 

30  10 

30  10 

67 

68 

68 

28 

37 

45 

41 

30  15 

30  20 

30  20 

67 

65 

65 

29 

31 

40 

37 

30  20 

30  .. 

29  98 

65 

65 

65 

30 

•  • 

38 

46 

42 

29  90 

•  •  •  •  1 

29  90 

•  •   •  • 

29  90 

•  •   •  • 

63 

•  • 

65 

•  • 

66 

•  • 

■ 

Doc.  No.  28.) 

535 

« 

L 
1 
[ 

> 

1 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1849.    Continued. 

* 

NOVEMBER. 

1 
• 

1 

9 

s 

Wind. 

Weather. 

Rain. 

- 

si 

c 

c2 

a 

• 

00 

a 

=3 

• 

1 

a 

s 

C/2 

o 

a 

1 

N.  W. 

N.W. 

N.W. 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

% 

s 

(( 

C( 

(C 

Pleas'nt 

(( 

a 

3 

Wet 

s.  w. 

S.W. 

a 

Plcas'nt 

u 

4 

Calm 

aim 

Calm 

iC 

Clear 

Clear 

5 

(( 

(( 

(( 

a 

Meas'nt 

Cloudy 

6 

Eute'Iy 

N.  E. 

?^.E. 

:ioidy 

''«g 

Mist 

5.100 

7 

(C 

S.  W. 

S.W. 

.^oggy 

\»ffgy 

Cloudy 

8 

(( 

East'rly 

Easte'ly 

Cloi.dy 

Rain 

Rain 

1t'.V 

9 

<( 

N.  W. 

Vari'ble 

u 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

50.100 

10 

u 

East'ly 

Easte'ly 

Ci 

ii 

a 

25.100 

11 

S.W. 

N.  W. 

N.W. 

u 

u 

u 

12 

N.  W. 

West 

(( 

iC 

Clear 

Clear 

13 

(C 

S.  W. 

s.  w. 

Clear 

a 

u 

14 

s.w. 

(( 

S( 

(( 

a 

it 

15 

N.W. 

N.  E. 

N.E. 

C( 

u 

a 

16 

N.  E. 

i( 

ki 

i6 

it 

Cloudy 

17 

N.W. 

West 

s.w. 

Pleas'n: 

Pleas'nt 

u 

18 

N.  E. 

N.  E. 

N.E. 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

it 

19 

(( 

CC 

U 

Rain 

Rain 

Rain 

40.100 

ao 

N.W. 

S.W. 

N.W. 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

21 

West 

N.W. 

(( 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

S2 

N.W. 

S.W. 

S.E. 

It 

Pleas'n  I 

Pleas'nt 

83 

S.W. 

a 

S.W. 

Cloudy 

u 

u 

24 

N.  E. 

N.  E. 

N.  E. 

it 

Rain 

Cloudy 

2.100 

2& 

East 

East 

S.E. 

Fog 

Cloudy 

a 

26 

West 

West 

S.W. 

Cloudy 

Rain 

a 

1.100 

27 

(C 

S.W. 

West 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

28 

ii 

West 

ii 

a 

Pleas'nt 

Squally 

90 

ti 

(( 

a 

Pleas'nt 

Cloudy 

Pleas'nt 

30 

S.W. 

,4  ^  •  •  •  f  • 

s.  w. 

N.W. 

Cloudy 

. .  •  • .  •  • 

a 



"Doc.  No.  28.)  636 


537 


(Doc.  No.  28. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1849.— Continued. 
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OOCVniEIVT     No.    99. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


APRIL  15,  1850. 


The  Committee  on  Repairs  and  Supplies  presented  the 
following  report  adverse  to  the  expediency  of  removing 
the  Comptroller's  office  to  the  rooms  recently  used  as  the 
tea-room,  in  the  City  Hall,  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  directed  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Resolvedy  That  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Sup- 
plies, enquire  into  the  expediency  of  preparing  the  room 
heretofore  occupied  as  a  tea-room,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  office  of  Comptroller,  and  report  to  this  Board 
thereon.  * 
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The  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  annexed  res- 
olution of  inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  removing  the 
Comptroller's  office,  to  the  tea-room  in  City  Hall,  respect- 
fully 

REPORT: 

That  the  resolution  proposes  that  if  expedient  the^Comp- 
troUer's  office  be  removed  to  the  City  Hall.  This  change 
of  location  is  said  to  be  called  for  in  consequence  of  the 
crowded  state  of  the  offices  in  the  Hall  of  Records,  the 
building  in  which  the  Comptroller's  office  is  at  present  lo- 
cated. Also,  that  it  is  desirous,  in  order  to  place  him  in 
contiguity  with  the  offices  of  the  Mayor  and  Clerks  of  the 
two  Boards  of  the  Common  Council,  his  business  being 
more  particularly  connected  with  those  offices,  than  the 
other  departments  of  the  city  government.  These  propo- 
sitions, however  advantageous  they  may.  appear,  your 
Committee  do  not  at  this  time  propose  to  examine. 
They  intend  to  ^express  their  opinion  upon  the  propriety 
and  expediency  of  appropriating  the  room  formerly  occu- 
pied for  the  tea-room,  and  the  apartments  of  the  keeper  of 
the  City  Hall. 

The  valuable  books  and  papers,  maps  and  vouchers, 
containing  the  financial  business  of  the  city  government 
for  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  Comptroller,  are  of  great  importance,  and 
should  be  carefully  preserved  from  destruction.  The 
building  in  which  they  are  at  present,  is  justly  considered 
the  only  real  fire  proof  building  belonging  to  the  city, 
suitable  for  offices. 
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The  City  Hall  itself,  may  be  considered  by  some,  as  suf- 
ficiently secure,  but  your  Committee  entertain  a  different 
opinion. 

The  rooms  which  the  resolution  proposes  for  the  use  of 
the  Finance  Department,  are  objectionable  in  many  par- 
ticulars. 

The  business  of  that  department  is  of  such  a  magnitude, 
that  these  rooms  would  not  be  large  enough  for  the  proper 
administration  of  its  affairs,  and  the  location  of  them  is 
such  as  to  render  the  light  poorly  adapted  for  the  purpose 
for  which  they  are  proposed  to  be  designated. 

For  the  proper  management  of  the  City  Hall,  it  is  essen- 
tially necessary  that  the  officer  having  charge  of  it  should 
have  accommodations  within  it,  and  there  are  no  other 
rooms  at  present  disengaged  that  could  be  appropriated 
for  this  purpose. 

The  rooms  at  present  occupied  by  the  Comptroller  have 
been  fitted  up  recently  for  his  accommodation,  at  a  con- 
siderable expense  to  the  city,  and  suitably  appropriate  for 
the  business  of  his  office. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  which  your  Committee  have  fully 
Considered,  they  are  satisfied  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  re* 
move  the  Comptroller's  office  to  the  tea-room  in  the  City 
Hall. 

EZRA  SMITH,  ]  Committee  on 

SAMUEL  DELAMATER,  }  Repairs  and 
JACOB  F.  OAKLEY,         J      Supplies. 


i»o€viiiENT  nro.  so. 


BOARD   OF    ALDERMEN, 


APRIL  26,  1850. 


The  following  acts,  passed  by  the  Legislature  at  its  recent 
session,  have  been  received;  which  were  laid  on  th6 

table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

•  • 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


AN  ACT 

EELATING   TO   THE  HARBOR  MASTERS   OF  THE   PORT  OF  NEW 

YORK. 

•  Passed  March  16,  1850. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  JSTew  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly^  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  There  shall  be  appointed  on  the  nomination  of  the 
Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  eleven  harbor  masters  for  the  port  of  New  York, 
nine  of  which  shall  reside  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
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two  of  said  harbor  masters  shall  reside  in  the  city  of  Brook- 
lyn  ;  said  harbor  masters  shall  hold  their  offices  for  two 
years,  or  until  others  shall  be  appointed 'in  their  place. 
At  least  five  of  said  harbor  maslers  shall  have  been  mas- 
ters of  vessels  sailing  from  said  port,  or  pilots  who  shall 
have  been  engaged  in  piloting  vessels  in  or  from  said  port, 
or  seamen  that  have  been  engaged  in  navigating  the 
waters  of  the  harbor  of  New  York. 

§  2.  Each  of  said  harbor  masters  before  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  execute  a  bond  to  the  people 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  in  the  penal  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  with  two  sufficient  sureties  to 
be  approved  by  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York,  con- 
ditioned for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  and  said 
.harbor  masters  shall  jointly  and  severally  perform  all  the 
duties,  exercise  all  the  powers,  and  divide  equally  between 
them  all  the  emoluments  imposed  and  authorized  by  this 
act. 

§  3.  The  said  harbor  mastei's  shall  have  authority  to 
regulate  and  station  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  stream  of 
the  East  or  North  rivers,  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  the  wharves  thereof,  and  lo  remove,  from 
time  to  time,  such  ships  or  vessels  as  are  not  employed  in 
receiving  and  discharging  their  cargoes,  to  make  room  for 
such  others  as  require  to  be  more  immediately  accommo- 
dated, for  the  purpose  of  receiving  or  discharging  cargoes, 
and  as  to  the  fact  of  their  being  fairly  and  bona  fide  em- 
ployed in  receiving  or  discharging  their  cargoes,  the  said 
harbor  masters,  or  either  of  them,  is  hereby  constituted  the 
•ole  judge.     The  said  harbor  masters,  or  either  of  them, 
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shall  have  authority   to  determine  how  far,  and  in  what 
instnncos,  it  is  the  duty  of  the^  musters  and  others  having^ 
charge  of  ships  and  vessels  to  accommodate  each  other,  in 
their  respective  situations  ;   and  if  any   master,  or  other 
person,  having  charge  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  shall   refuse 
or  neglect  to  obey  the  din  ction  of  the  said  harbor  masters, 
or.  either  of  them,  in  matters   within   their  authority  to 
direct,  or  if  any  person  slinll  resist  or  oppose  the  said  har- 
bor masters,  or  either  of  tht'm,   in   the   execution  of  the 
duties  of  their  ofHce,  such  master,  or  other  person  having 
charge  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  other  person   whatsoever, 
shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and   pay  the  sum  of 
fifty  dolkirs,  to    he  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  the 
.name  of  the  treasurer  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  before 
any  court  having  cognizance   thereof.     All   which  fines, 
when  collected,  shall  be  paid  to  said  treasurer,  for  the  use 
of  said  hospital. 

§  4.  The  said  harbor  masters  shall  have  power  to  de- 
mand and  receive  from  the  commanders,  owners  and  con- 
signees, or  either  of  them,  on  all  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  and  on  all  ships  or  vessels  of  any  foreign 
nation  that  are  permitted  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
to  enter  on  the  same  terms  as  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  which  shall  enter  the  said  port  of  New  York,  and  load 
or  unload,  or  make  fast  to  any  wharf  therein,  one  and 
one-half  of  one  cent  per  ton,  to  be  computed  from  the 
tonage  expressed  in  the  register  or  enrollments  of  such 
ships  and  vessels  respectively,  and  no  more;  and  also  on 
all  other  foreign  ships  or  vessels  which  shall  arrive  at  and 
enter  the  said  port,  and  load,  unload  or  make  fast  to  any 
wharf  therein,  double  the  amount  of  fees  above  specified. 
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according  to  the  rate  of  tonnage  or  burthen  of  said  ships  or 
vessels  resjiectively,  to  be  ascertained  by  their  respective 
registers,  or  other  documents  on  board  the  same:  But  no 
compensation  shall  be  demanded  by  the  said  harbor  mas- 
ters for  the  entrance  into  the  port  of  New  York  of  any 
sloop  or  schooner  employed  .in  the  coasting  trade  within 
the  United  States,  unless  upon  the  application  of  the  mas- 
ter or  person  having  charge  of  any  such  vessel  employed 
in  the  coasting  trade  as  aforesaid,  the  said  harbor  masters, 
or  either  of  them,  shall  interfere  and  adjust  any  dilSerence 
which  may  happen  respecting  the  situation  or  position  of 
any  such  coasting  vessel,  which  difference  said  harbor 
masters,  or  eithei^of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  hear  and  determine ;  in  which  case,  the  said 
harbor  masters,  or  either  of  them,  may  demand  and  re- 
ceive, from  the  party  in  default  in  the  premises,  the  sum 
of  two  dollars,  except  in  canal  barges  and  canal  boats  for 
which  he  may  receive  one  dollar  each  and  no  more,  for 
any  difference  so  by  him  adjusted  ;  to  be  sued  for,  and 
recovered,  in  the  names  and  for  the  use  of  said  harbor 
masters,  in  any  court  having  cognizance  thereof. 

^  5.  The  master,  owner  or  consignees  of  any  ship  or 
vessel  subject  to  the  payment  of  fees  to  the  harbor  masters 
as  aforesaid,  shall  within  forty-eight  hours  after  the  arrival 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  pay  the  fees  so  due  thereon  at  the 
office  of  the  said  harbor  masters,  or  one  of  them,  and  in 
default  of  such  payment,  if  the  same  shall  have  been  first 
duly  demanded,  such  master,  owner  or  consignee  on  whom 
anch  demand  shall  have  been  previously  made,  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  double  the  amount  of  such  fees,  to  be  sued  for 
and  recovered  in  the  names  and  for  the  use  of  the  said 
harbor  masters  in  any  court  having  cognizance  thereof. 
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§  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  harbor  masters  to 
superiDtend  and  enforce  the  execution  of  all  laws  of  this 
state,  and  by-laws  of  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New 
•  York  for  cleaning  the  wharves  and  docks,  and  for  pre- 
venting and  removing  all  nuisances  in  or  upon  them,  or 
either  of  them  ;  and  if  the  person  or  persons  whose  duty  it 
shall  he  to  remove  such  nuisance,  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  remove  the  same  within  forty -eight  hours  after  notice 
from  the  snid  harbor  masters,  or  one  of  them,  requiring 
luch  person  or  persons  to  remove  the  same,  the  said  harbor 
master  may  thereupon  demand  and  receive  from  such  per- 
son or  persons  so  neglecting  or  refusing  the  sum  of  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,  and  in  case  of  non-payment  thereof 
on  demand,  the  same  may  be  sued  for' and  recovered  in 
the  names  of  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  harbor  matters,  in 
any  court  having  cognizance  thereof. 

§  7.  It  shall  be  i\ie  duty  of  said  harbor  masters  when- 
ever required  by  the  captain,  owner  or  consignee  of  any 
vessel,  to  give  a  copy  of  this  act  to  such  captain,  owner, 
or  consignee,  and  no  person  shall  be  fined  for  a  violation 
of  this  act  until  that  has  been  done. 

^  8.  It  shall  hereafter  be  the  duty  of  said  harbor  masters 
to  report  to  the  Grovernor  of  the  state,  under  oath,  the  whole 
amount  of  fees  received  to  the  thirty^first  of  December 
inclusive,  in  each  year. 

§  9.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  J^Tew  Yorky) 
Secretary's  Office.  )      I  have  compared  the  preceding 

with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  certify 

that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and  of  the 

whole  of  the  said  original. 

CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN, 

Secretary  of  8M$. 
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AN  ACT 

to  amend  the  revised  statutes  in  regard  to  the  a8-* 
sessment  of  taxes  on  personal  estate. 

Passed  March  25,  1850. 

TAe  People  of  the  State  of  J^Tew  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Jissemhly,  do  enact  as  follows  : 

^  1.  Section  five,  title  second,  article  first,  chapter  tbir- 
teen,  part  first  of  the  Revised  Statutes  is  hereby  amended 
by  adding  thereto  the  following:  ^' In  case  any  person 
possessed  of  such  personal  estate,  shall  reside,  during  any 
year  in  which  taxes  may  be  levied,  in  two  or  more  coun- 
ties or  towns,  his  residence,  for  the  purposes  and  within 
the  meaning  of  this  section,  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to 
be  in  the  county  and  town  in  which  nis  principal  business 
shall  have  been  transacted. '^ 


AN  ACT 

TO  ENABLE  THE  SUPERVISORS    OF  THE  CITY    AND    COUNTY  OP 
NEW  YORK  TO  RAISE  MONEY  BY  TAX. 

Passed  March  23,  1850. — ''  Three-fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  ofJSTew  Yorky  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  y  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  is  hereby  empowered  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  order  and  cause  to 


• '  • 
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be  raised  by  tax  on  the  estates,  real  and  personal,  subject 
to  taxation  according   to  law,  within  the   said  city  and 
county,  and  to  be  collected  according  to  la^,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  million  six  hundred  and  six  thousand  six 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  to  be  applied  towards 
defraying  the  various  contingent  expenses,  legally  charge- 
able to  the  said  city  and  county,  and  such  expenses  as  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen   and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
York  may  in  any  manner  sustain  or  be  put  to  by  law,  such 
portion  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  said   city  and 
county  of  New  York,  as  relates  to  repaying,  repairing  and 
cleaning  streets  in   that  part  of  the  city  lying  south  of  a 
line  running  through  the  centre  of  Thirty-fourth  street, 
shall  be  assessed  only  on  that  part  of  the  said  city  lying 
south  of  the  said  line  ;  and  also  a  further  sum  not  exceed- 
ing four  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  dollars  by  tax 
on  the  estates,  real  and  personal,  subject  to  taxation  ac- 
cording to  law,  within  the  said  city  and  county,  and  to  be 
collected  according  to  law,  to  be  applied  towards  defraying 
the  expenses  of  police  in  said  city  and  county;  and  also  a 
further  sum  of  one  hundred  and   eighty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, by  tax  on   the^  estates,  real  and  personal,  subject  to 
taxation  according  to  law,  within  that  part  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York,  which  is  or  may  be  designated  by 
Ibe  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York,  by  resolutioik 
or  ordinance,  as  the  lamp  district,  to  be  collected  according 
to  law  and  apphed  towards  the  expense  of  lighting  such 
.  parts  of  the  city  last  mentioned  ;  and  also  the  further  sum 
of  two  hundred  and   ninety-five  thousand  three  hundred 
and  forty-four  dollars  by  tax  on  tlie  estates,  real  and  per« 
ional,  subject  to  taxation  according  to  law  within  the  said 
city  and  county,  to  be  collected  according  to  law  and  ap- 
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plied  towardfl  defraying  the  deficiency  in  taxation  in  said 
city  and  county  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-nine. 

§  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 


AN  ACT 

TO  ALTEB  THE  MAP  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  rORK,  BY  LAYX96 

OUT  THE&EOM  A  PUBLIC  PLACE  KNOWN  AS 

STUYYESANT  SQUARE. 

Passed  March  16)  I860. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Jfew  Yorkj  represented  in  Senate 
isnd  Assembly^  do  enact  as  follows  : 

^  1.  All  that  piece  or  parcel  of  land  lying  in  the  Seven- 
teenth Ward  of  the  city  of  New  York,  bounded  on  the 
ttortherly  side  thereof,  by  Seventh  street ;  on  the  westerly 
^ide  thereof,  by  the  Fourth  avenue,  formerly  the  Bowery ; 
On  the  southerly  side  thereof,  by  Sixth  street ;  and  on  the 
Easterly  side  thereof,  by  the  Third  avenue,  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  a  public  place  in  like  manner  as  if  the  same 
had  been  laid  out  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  and. 
by  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  entitled  ^'  An  act  relative  to 
improvements  touching  the  laying  out  of  streets  and  roads 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  |,and  for  other  purposes,  passed 
April  3d,  1807.^' 
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§  2.  Such  public  place  shall  be  known  by  the  name  of 
"Stuyvesant  square/' 

§  3.  This  act  shall  take  efTect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 
Secretary's  Office^    \      I  have  compared  the  three  within 

copies  of  three  acts,  entitled,  1st.  ''  An  act  to  amend  the 

Revised  Statutes,  in  regard  to  the  assessment  of  taxes  upon 

personal  estate ;"  2d.  '^  An  act  to  enable  the  Supervisors 

of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  to  raise  money  by 

tax ;"  and  3d.  ''  An  act  to  alter  the  map  of  the  city  of 

New  York,  by  laying  out  thereon  a  place  known  as  Stuy- 

vesant  square,"  with  the  original  laws  on  file  in  this  office, 

and  do  certify  that  the  same  are  correct  transcripts  there- 

froro,  and  of  the  whole  of  said  originals. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this 
[l.  8.J      twenty-seventh  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eig^t  hundred  and  fifty. 

CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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AN  ACT 

IN  RELATION  TO  THE  ASSESSMENT  AND  COLLECTION  OF  TAXES 

IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK,  AND  TO  AMEND  THE 

SEVERAL  ACTS  IN  RELATION  THERETO. 

Passed  March  30, 1850. — "  Three-fifths  being  pre§entJ^^ 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Jfew  York^  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  y  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  There  shall  continue  to  be  two  Assessors  for  each 
ward  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  be  elected  by  the  electoiB 
of  the  ward  in  the  manner  now  prescribed  by  law,  except 
as  otherwise  provided  in  this  act,  and  whose  compensation 
shall  be  determined  from  time  to  time  by  the  Supervisors 
of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York . 

§  2.  The  assessors  to  be  elected  at  the  next  election 
must  be  classified  by  lot,  to  be  drawn  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Common  Council,  in  the  presence  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, immediately  after  the  completion  of  the  canvass  of 
votes  given  at  that  election.  The  classes  must  be  num- 
bered "  one,"  and  "  two,"  for  each  ward.  The  assessors 
of  the  first  class  shall  hold  their  office  for  one  year,  and 
the  assessors  of  the  second  class  for  two  years,  from  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-one. 

^  3.  A  certificate  of  the  drawing  and  classification  must 
be  signed  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  and  filed  and  recorded 
in  the  office  of  the  County  Clerk. 
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§  4.  At  each  succeeding  annual  election  one  assessor 
must  be  elected  for  each  ward,  who  shall  hold  his  office 
for  two  years  from  the  first  day  of  January  thereafter. 

§  5.  If  a  vacancy  occur  in  the  office  of  assessor  it  must 
be  filled  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  the  person  ap- 
pointed by  them  shall  hold  his  office  until  the  vacancy  be 
filled  at  the  next  annual  election,  unless  the  term  of  office 
of  the  person,  in  respect  to  whom  the  vacancy  occurs, 
would  expire  on  the  first  day  of  January  then  next,  in 
which  case  the  person  appointed  shall  hold  his  office  until 
that  time. 

§  6.  If  at  the  election  mentioned  in  the  last  section,  it 
be  necessary  to  elect  a  person  to  supply  a  vacancy  in  the 
ofiSce  of  assessors,  the  ballot  must  specify  the  term  for 
which  each  of  the  assessors  voted  for  is  to  be  elected  ;  and 
the  person  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy  shall  enter  upon  his 
office  on  the  first  day  of  January  thereafter,  and  hold  it 
for  one  year. 

§  7.  The  assessors  must  within  ten  days  after  the  first 
day  of  January  in  each  year  enter  upon  the  performance 
of  their  duties,  and  must  complete  their  assessments  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  April  thereafter. 

§  8.  If  an  assessor  neglect  or  from  any  cause  omit  to 
perform  his  duties,  the  other  assessor  of  the  ward  must 
perform  such  duties,  and  must  certify  to  the  Tax  Commis- 
sioners, hereinafter  mentioned,  with  the  assessment  roll, 
the  name  of  the  delinquent  assessor,  stating  therein  the 
cause  of  his  delinquency. 
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^  9.  The  assessors,  before  they  assess  the  property  in 
their  respective  wards,  must  meet  together  in  the  City 
Hall,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  being  sworn  into  oflSce, 
and  appoint  from  among  themselves  a  president  and  sec- 
retary, and  organize  themselves  into  a  board  for  the  trans* 
action  of  business,  to  be  called  the  Board  of  Assessors. 

§  10.  The  Board  of  Assessors  may  meet  again  at  snob 
time  and  place,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  they  may  think 
fit ;  and  the  secretary  thereof  must  keep  a  regular  book  of 
minutes  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Board . 

§  11.  The  Board  of  Assessors,  either  at  their  first,  or  any 
subsequent  meeting,  before  the  members  thereof  proceed 
to  assess  property  in  their  respective  wards,  may  adopt 
such  rules  or  by-laws  as  may,  in  their  opinion,  be  best 
calculated  to  produce  equality  and  uniformity  in  the  dif- 
ferent valuations  of  property  and  assessments  in  the  several 
wards,  and  to  insure  the  assessment  of  all  real  and  personal 
estate  subject  to  taxation  according  to  law. 

§  12.  The  Board  of  Assessors  can  exercise  no  other 
powers  than  those  conferred  by  law ;  and  upon  their  final 
adjournment  must  cause  their  minutes  to  be  filed  with  the 
Tax  Commissioners. 

§  13.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city  and  county 
of  New  York,  must,  within  twenty  days  after  this  act  takes 
effect,  appoint  three  persons  to  be  known  as  the  Tax  Com- 
missioners of  the  city  of  New  York.  The  persons  so  ap- 
pointed must  be  classified  by  lot  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Board 
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of  Supervisors,  in  the  presence  of  the  Board,  immediately 
after  said  appointments  are  made ;  the  classes  must  be 
numbered,  oney  two  and  three  ;  the  Commissioner  of  the 
first  class  shall  hold  his  office  until  and  including  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-one ;  the  Commissioner  of  the  second  class  shall 
hold  his  office  until  and  including  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousan'd  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two  ;  and 
the  Commissioner  of  the  third  class  shall  hold  his  office 
until  and  including  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three.  The  said  Board 
of  Supervisors  must,  also,  in  like  manner,  within  thirty 
days  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of  any  Tax 
Commissioner,  make  a  similar  appointment  for  the  next 
three  years,  and  so  on,  in  like  manner,  in  every  year 
thereafter.  If  a  vacancy  occur  in  the  office  of  either  of 
the  Tax  Commissioners  it  may  be  filled  by  a  similar  ap- 
pointment, to  continue  in  force  until  the  expiration  of 
the  office  of  the  person  in  respect  to  whom  the  vacancy 
occurred. 

§  14.  The  said  Tax  Commissioners  shall  receive  as  a 
compensation  for  their  services  a  per  diem  allowance  to 
be  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  for  each  day  actually 
and  necessarily  employed  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
The  said  Board  of  Supervisors  must  also  assign  them  a 
suitable  office  in  the  City  Hall,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
to  be  known  as  the  Tax  Commissioners'  .office,  which 
office  shall  be  kept  open  the  usual  days  and  hours  as  the 
other  city  offices  are  by  law  required  to  be  kept  open  for 
the  transaction  of  business  •  « 

§  15.  The  Tax  Commissioners  must  keep  in  their  office, 
in  suitable  books,  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  by  the 
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Supervisors,  a  record  of  all  information  which  they  may 
receive  or  be  able  to  obtain,  in  respect  to  the  taxable  pro- 
perty or  persons  liable  to  taxation  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  of  all  changes  in  the  divisions  of  real  property  in  that 
city,  of  which  they  can  obtain  information,  and  must  pre- 
serve all  maps  delivered  to  them  for  that  purpose,  and  file 
all  assessment  rolls  furnished  to  them  by  the  assessors. 
The  books,  recorda,  maps  and  papers  mentioned  in  this 
section  are  public  records,  and  must  at  all  reasonable  times 
be  open  to  public  inspection. 

§  16.  The  Tax  Commissioners  must  cause  to  be  prepared 
and  delivered,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  in 
each  year,  lo  the  assessors  of  the  several  wards,  the  assess- 
ment rolls  for  their  wards  respectively,  with  the  printed 
blanks  required  by  law. 

§  17.  Within  twenty  days  after  the  assessment  rolls  for 
the  several  wards  have  been  completed  by  the  Assessors 
according  to  law,  they  must  be  delivered  to  the  Tax  Com- 
missioners, who  must  thereupon  examine  and  compare 
them,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  valna- 
tions  in  one  ward  bear  a  just  relation  to  the  valuations  in 
all  the  wards  of  the  city  ;  and  they  may  increase  or  dimi- 
nish the  aggregate  valuations  of  real  property  in  any  ward, 
by  adding  or  deducting  such  sum  upon  the  hundred  as 
may,  in  their-opinion,  be  necessary  to  produce  a  just  rela- 
tion |)^tween  all  the  valuations  of  real  property  in  the 
city  ;  but  they  can  in  no  instance  reduce  the  aggregate 
valuations  of  all  the  wards  below  the  aggregate  valuation 
thereof,  as  made  by  the  assessors  of  the  wards  respectively. 
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§  18.  Within  ten  days  after  the  assessment  rolls  are  de- 
livered to  the  Tax  Commissioners,  they  must  cause  a  notice 
to  be  published,  which  publication  shall  be  continued  for 
three  weeks,  and  three  times  in  each  week,  in  such  of  the 
newspapers  published  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  are  or 
may  be  employed  by  the  Corporation  of  said  city,  to  the 
effect  that  the  assessors  have  completed  their  assessment 
rollsy  and  that  tlie  same  are  left  with  the  Tax  Commis- 
sioners, at  their  office  in  the  City  Hall,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  where  the  same  may  be  seen  and  examined  by  any 
person  taxable  in  that  city  during  at  least  thirty  days : 
and  that  the  Tax  Commissioners  will  meet  at  their  office 
for  a  certain  number  of  days,  during  the  usual  business 
hours  thereof,  to  review  the  assessments  on  the  application 
of  any  person  conceiving  himself  aggrieved. 

^  19.  The  Tax  Commissioners  must  meet  at  the  time 
and  place  specified  in  the  notice,  and  on  the  application 
of  any  person  conceiving  himself  aggrieved,  must  review 
the  assessments,  and  when  the  person  objecting  has  not 
previously  been  examined  under  oath  by  any  assessor  or 
assessors,  concerning  his  property  and  made  affidavit  of 
the  value  thereof  according  to  law,  must  after  such  exami- 
nation shall  have  been  had  and  affidavit  been  made 
reduce  the  assessment  to  the  sum  specified  in  the  said 
affidavit. 

^  20.  The  examination  and  affidavit  mentioned  in  the 
last  section  must  be  had  and  made  before  the  Tax  Com- 
missioners, or  one  of  them,  either  of  whom  is  authorized 
to  administer  an  oath  for  that  purpose  ;  and  the  Tax  Com- 
missioners shall  reduce  such  examination  to  writing,  and 


i 
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the  same  must  thereon,  together  with  the  affidavit,  be  filed 
in  their  office. 


§  21.  The  Tax  Commissioners  must  thereupon  correct 
the  assessment  roll  for  each  ward,  and  add  thereto  and 
assess  according  to  law  any  real  or  personal  estate  liable 
to  taxation  which  may  have  been  omitted  by  the  said 
assessors,  and  when  so  corrected,  must  cause  a  fair  copy 
thereof  to  be  prepared,  and  must  attach  thereto  and  sign  a 
certificate,  in  substantially  the  following  form,  **  we  certify 
that  the  preceding  is  a  copy  of  the  corrected  assessment 
roll  of  the        ward." 

§  22.  The  rolls,  thus  certified,  must  on  or  before  the  first  * 
day  of  July  in  each  year,  be  delivered  by  the  Tax  Com- 
missioners to  the  Comptroller  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  Supervisors,  at  a  meeting 
to  be  held  for  that  purpose,  as  provided  in  the  next  secticm. 

§  23.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  ihe  city  and  county 
of  New  York,  must  meet  at  the  City  Hall  in  that  city,  on 
the  second  Wednesday  of  July  in  each  year,  at  noon  of 
that  day  • 

§  24.  At  such  meeting  they  must  make  such  alterations 
in  the  description  of  real  property  belonging  to  non-resi- 
dents, as  may  be  necessary,  to  render  such  descriptions 
conformable  to  the  provisions  of  law,  and  if  such  altera- 
tions cannot  be  made,  they  must  expunge  the  descriptions 
of  such  real  property,  and  the  assessments  thereon>  from 
the  assessment  rolls. 
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§  25.  They  must  also  estimate  and  set  down  in  a  fifth 
column,  to  be  prepared  for  that  purpose  in  the  assessment 
rolls,  opposite  to  the  several  sums  set  down  as  the  valua- 
tion, of  real  and  personal  property,  the  respective  sums,  in 
dollars  and  cents  to  be  paid  as  a  tax  thereon,  rejecting  the 
fractions  of  a  cent. 

§  26.  They  must  also  add  up  and  set  down  the  aggre- 
gate valuations  of  the  real  and  personal  property  in  the 
several  wards,  as  corrected  by  them  ;  and  must  transmit  to 
the  Comptroller  of  this  state,  by  mail,tL  certificate  of  such 
aggregate  valuations,  showing  separately  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  real  and  personal  property  in  each  ward,  as 
corrected  by  the  Board . 

§  27.  They  must  also  cause  the  assessment  roll  of  each 
ward  when  corrected  according  to  law,  and  finally  com- 
pleted, or  a  fair  copy  thereof  to  be  delivered  to  the  Re- 
ceiver of  Taxes  in  and  for  said  city,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  September  thereafter,  with  the  proper  warrant  or 
warrants  annexed,  directing  and  requiring  him  to  collect 
the  several  sums  therein  mentioned  according  to  law.  The 
said  receiver  shall  immediately  after  he  shall  have  received 
the  said  assessment  rolls,  give  public  notice  in  six  or  more 
of  the  public  newspapers  printed  in  said  city,  that  said  as- 
sessment rolls  have  been  delivered  to  him,  and  that  all 
taxes  are  then  due  and  payable,  and  that  in  case  of  pay- 
ment on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  thereafter,  the 
person  so  paying  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  mentioii- 
ed  in  the  29th  section  of  this  act 

§  28.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  may  remit  or  reduce  a 
tax  imposed,  as  prescribed  by  law,  for  good  cause  shown 
3 
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by  affidavit,  taken  before  an  officer  authorized  to  adminis- 
ter oaths  in  the  city  of  New  York^nd  filed  by  them  with 
the  Tax  Commissioners,  and  such  reduction  or  remission 
must  be  made  before  the  collection  of  the  tax  ;  but  the 
application  therefor  must  be  made  within  six  months  from 
the  delivery  of  the  books  to  the  Receiver  for  the  coUectioD 
of  such  tax. 


§  29.  Section  four,  article  second  of  the  act  passed  April 
18th,  1843,  entitled  an  act  for  the  collection  of  taxes  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows :  If  any  person  who  shall  be  assessed  in  any  of  the 
said  assessment  rolls  shall  pay  the  amount  of  his  taxes  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  November,  succeeding  the  de- 
livery of  the  said  assessment  rolls  and  warrants  to  the  said 
receiver,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  receiver  to  receive 
the  same,  and  to  deduct  therefrom  at  the  rate  of  seven  per 
cent,  per  annum  between  the  day  of  such  payment  and 
the  first  day  of  December  then  next  succeeding. 

§  30.  Section  five,  article  second,  of  the  said  last  men- 
tioned act,  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

If  any  such  taxes  shall  remain  unpaid  on  the  said  first 
day  of  November,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  receiver 
of  taxes,  to  give  public  notice  by  advertisement,  in  six  or 
more  of  the  public  newspapers  printed  in  said  city,  that 
unless  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  him  at  his  office,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  December,  in  such  year,  he  will  imme- 
diately after  that  day  proceed  to  collect  the  same,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  next  section  • 
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§  31.  Section  six,  article  two,  of  the  last  mentioned  act, 
is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

If  any  such  tax  shall  remain  unpaid  on  the  said  first 
day  of  December,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  receiver  to 
receive  and  collect  upon  such  tax  so  remaining  unpaid  on 
that  day,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  such  tax,  one  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  thereof,  and  to  charge,  receive  and  col- 
lect upon  such  tax,  so  remaining  unpaid  on  the  fifteenth  of 
the  said  month  of  December,  one  per  cent,  in  addition  on  the 
amount  thereof,and  the  first  day  of  January  thereafter,  a  fur- 
ther addition  or  increase  of  one  per.  cent  upon  the  amount 
orsuch  tax  ;  and  such  increase  or  per  centage  shall  be  paid 
over  and  accounted  for  by  such  receiver  from  time  to  time 
as  thereinbefore  described,  as  a  part  of  the  tax  collected  by 
him. 

^  32.  Section  seven,  article  two,  of  the  last  mentioned 
act,  is  hereby  amended  to  rea3  as  follows  : 

If  any  such  tax  shall  remain  unpaid  on  the  first  day  of 
December,  after  the  delivery  of  the  assessment  rolls  and 
warrants  to  the  said  receiver,  the  said  receiver  shall  imme- 
diately thereafter  cause  notice  in  writing  to  be  given  to 
the  person  from  whom  the  same  shall  be  due,  specifying 
therein  the  amount  of  such  tax,  and  the  per  centage  which 
shall  accrue  thereon,  and  requiring  such  person  to  pay  the 
same  to  the  said  receiver,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary thereafter,  at  his  ofldce  • 

§  33.  Section  eight,  article  two,  of  the  said  act,  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  follows  : 
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Such  notice  shall  be  served  upon  such  person,  if  he  be 
a  resident,  or  engaged  in  the  transaction  of  business  within 
the  said  city,  either  personally,  or  by  leaving  the  same  at 
his  residence,  or  place  of  business,  as  the  case  may  be, 
with  some  person  of  suitable  age  and  discretion,  at  least 
eight  days  before  the  said  first  day  of  January. 

§  34*  Section  nine,  article  two,  of  the  said  act,  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  follows : 

Thesaid  receiver  shall  also,  immediately  after  the  said  first 
day  of  December,  give  public  notice  in  at  least  six  of  the 
public  newspapers  of  the  said  city,  to  be  published  therein 
respectively,  at  least  ten  days,  notifying  all  persons  who 
shall  have  omitted  to  pay  their  taxes,  to  pay  the  sam#  to 
him  at  his  office,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  and 
upon  filing  an  affidavit  of  the  service  of  the  notice  required 
by  the  sixth  section  of  this  act,  as  therein  prescribed,  in  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  or 
that  the  person  named  therein  could  not,  upon  diligent 
search  and  inquiry,  be  found  in  the  said  city  ;  and  also 
upon  filing  an  affidavit  or  affidavits  of  the  publication  of 
the  notice  required  by  the  seventh  section  of  this  act  as 
therein  prescribed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  receiver 
to  charge,  collect  and  receive,  upon  all  taxes  remaining 
impaid  on  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  January,  an  inte- 
rest at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be  calcu- 
lated from  the  day  on  which  the  said  assessment  rolls  and 
warrants  shall  have  been  delivered  to  the  said  receiver. 
It  shall  also  be  lawful  for  the  said  receiver,  if  any  such 
tax  with  the  interest  thereon,  as  hereinbefore  provided, 
shall  remain  unpaid  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  said  month 
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of  January,  to  issue  his  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
directed  to  any  constable  or  marshal  of  said  city  and 
county,  commanding  him  to  levy  the  said  tax,  with  interest 
thereon,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the 
day  of  the  delivering  of  the  assessment  rolls  and  warrants 
to  the  said  receiver,  to  the  time  when  the  same  shall  be 
paid  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
person  against  whom  the  said  warrants  shall  be  issued,  or 
of  any  goods  or  chattels  in  his  possession,  wheresoever  the 
same  shall  be  found  within  the  said*  city,  and  to  pay  the 
same  to  the  said  receiver,  and  return  such  warrant  within 
thirty  days  after  the  date  thereof;  and  no  claim  of  pro- 
perty to  be  made  to  such  goods  and  chattels  so  found  in 
the  possession  of  the  said  party,  shall  be  available  to  pre- 
vei^  a  sale, 

§  35.  If  any  officer  or  officers  mentioned  in  this  act, 
shall  wilfully  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform  any  of  the  du- 
ties required  of  him  by  this  act,  he  shall  forfeit  to  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in 
a  civil  action,  and  shall  also  be  punishable  for  a  misde- 
meanor. 

§  36.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

§  37.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 


"1 


State  of  New  York, 

Secretary's  Office.     J      I  have  compared  the  preceding 

with  an  original  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of  New 
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York,  and  do  hereby'  certify  that  the  same  it  a  correct 
transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the  whole  of  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  ofBce^  this 
[l.  s.]         first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


AN  ACT 

to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^^  an  act  to  c&eate  thx  otto- 
ton  aqueduct  department  in  the  citt  of  new  york," 
passed  april  11,  1849. 

Passed  April  6,  1850. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Jfew  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  y  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  Section  nine  of  an  act  entitled,  ^^  An  act  to  create 
the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
passed  April  11,  1849,  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  20th  day  of  May,''  in  the  second  line  thereof, 
and  inserting  the  words  ^^  31st  day  of  December,"  and 
further  striking  out  from  the  same  section,  the  words 
^^  quarterly  reports  of  the  operations  of  the  department 
shall  also  be  made." 

§  2.  This  act  shall  take  efiect  immediately . 
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State  of  New  Yorl,  > 

Secretary's  Office.     \      I  have  compared  the   preceding 

with  an  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 

certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and 

of  the  whole  of  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this 
[l.  S.J      eighth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 
Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


\ 
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AN  ACT 

TO  PROVIDE   FOR  AN   EQUITABLE   SETTLEMENT   OP  ACCOUNTS 
BETWEEN    THE    STATE    TREASURY,     AND    THE    CITY    AND 

county  of  new  york. 

Passed  April  6,  1850. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  JSTew  Yorky  represented  in  Senate 
and  Jlssembly^  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1.  The  Comptroller  is  authorized  to  make  an  equita- 
ble settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  state  treasury 
and  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  by  placing  to  the 
credit  of  the  Chamberlain  of  said  city  and  county,  the 
amount  of  the  state  tax,  for  the  years  1845,  1846,  1847, 
1848  and  1849,  which  was  included  in  the  taxes  assessed 
on  mutual  insurance  companies  for  those  years,  as  return- 
ed to  the  Comptroller  by  the  Chamberlain  of  said  city  and 
county. 

§  2.  After  deducting  the  amount  of  state  tax,  assessed 
on  mutual  insurance  companies,  as  aforesaid,  the  balance 
due  from  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  on  account  of 
the  state  tax,  shall  be  paid  into  the  state  treasury ^  at  such 
time  or  times  ad  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  Comp- 
troller and  the  Chamberlain  of  said  city  and  county,  pro- 
vided that  the  whole  of  such  balance  shall  be  paid  before 
the  first  day  of  January,  1851. 

§  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office,      )      I  have  compared  the  preceding 

with  an  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 

certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and 

of  the  whole  of  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this 
[l.  s.]      eighth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 
Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


Doc.  No.  30  )  568 


AN  ACT 

TO    AUTHORIZE   THE   MAYOR,    ALDERMEN    AND    COMMONALTY 
OF  THE    CITY   OF    NEW     YORK,     TO     RAISE     SEVENTY-FIVE 
THOUSAND    DOLLARS    BY    LOAN,    AND   TO    FUND    THE    SAME 
,  FOR  THE  ERECTION  OF  A  WORK-HOUSE. 

Passed   April   10,  1850. — Three-ffths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  J^ew  York^  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly^  do  er^act  as  follows: 

§  1.  It  shall  be  lawful  for%the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  raise  by  loan  a 
Slim  not  enceeding  seventy-five  thousand  dollarsi  by  the 
creation  of  a  public  fund  or  stock,  which  shall  bear  an  in- 
terest of  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  shall 
be  redeemable  in  the  year  1870. 

§  2.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty,  to  determine  what  shall  be  the  nominal 
amount  of  value  of  each  share  of  said  stock,  and  of  what 
number  of  shares  the  same  shall  consist;  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  sell  and  dispose  of  such  shares  a^ 
public  auction  or  at  privaie  sale,  or  by  subscription  for 
such  stock,  and  on  such  terms  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

§  3.  The  moneys  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
be  applied  and  expended  to  and  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing or  erecting  a  work-house  building  or  buildings,  within 
the  county  of  New  York. 
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§  4.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  order  and  cause  to  be  raised 
by  tax  on  real  and  personal  estate,  subject  to  taxation  in 
the  said  city,  a  sum  in  addition  to  such  sums  as  may  be 
directed  by  law  to  be  raised  by  tax  in  said  city,  sufficient 
to  discharge  the  interest  of  any  loan  or  loans  which  may 
be  made  under  this  'act. 

§  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office.  -    i      I  have  compared  the  preceding 

with  an  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 

certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and 

of  the  whole  of  said  original . 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this 
[l.  S.J      thirteenth   day  of  April,  one  thousand   eight 
hundred  and  fifty. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 
Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 
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AN    ACT 

TO  EXPLAIN  AND  EXTEND  THE  POWERS  AND  DUTIES  OF  THE 
GOVERNORS  OF  THE  ALMS  HOUSE,  OF  THE  CITT  AND 
COUNTY    OF   NEW    YORK,    PaSSED  ApRIL  IOtH,  1850. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Jfew  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  J  do  enact  as  follows  : 

%  1.  The  Governors  of  the  Alms  House  shall  have 
the  entire  and  exclusive  management  and  control  of  the 
Potter's  field  or  public  burial  place  of  the  poor  and  strangers 
in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York ;  and  shall  have  power, 
and  it  shall  be  their  duty,  to  appoint  such  keepers  and  to 
employ  such  assistants  and  laborers  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  proper  care  of  said  burial  place,  and  the  proper 
burial  and  protection  of  the  bodies  which  shall  be  there 
interred  ;  such  persons  so  to  be  appointed  or  employed, 
shall  hold  their  places  during  the  pleasure  of  the  said 
Governors,  and  shall  receive  such  compensation  as  they 
shall  prescribe. 

§  2.  The  said  Board  of  Governors  shall  have  power  to 
build  vaults  in  said  burial  place,  and  to  enclose  and  layout 
the  grounds  included  in  the  same,  in  such  manner  as  they 
may  deem  the  purposes  of  the  same  may  require. 

§  3.  The  said  Board  of  Governors  shall  have  full  power 
to  maintain  in  good  order  and  condition,  and  to  repair  any 
and  all  buildings  and  their  appurtenances,  belonging  to 
the  institutions  and  establishments  which,  under  the  act 
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entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  government  of  the 
department  of  Alms  House  and  Penitentiary  in  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York,"  passed  April  6th,  1849,  and 
under  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a 
work-house,  for  tlie  employment  of  persons  committed  to 
the  city  prisons  and  alms  houte  in  the  city  of  New  York," 
passed  April  11th,  1849,  are  placed  under  the  charge  of 
said  Governors  ;  and  they  siiall  have  like  power  in  respect 
to  the  grounds  of  said  institutions  and  establishments,  and 
in  respect  to  all  future  buildings  and  erections  which  shall 
be  built  and  erected  for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  said 
institutions  and  establishments. 

§  4.  The  said  Board  of  Governors  shall  have  power  to 
erect  one  or  more  buildings  on  BlackwelPs  Island,  and  on 
such  site  and  sites  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit,  for  the  uses  and 
purposes  of  the  work-house  directed  to  be  established  in 
and  by  said  act  for  the  establishment  of  ^ch  work-house, 
passed  April  11,  1849,  and  to  provide  suitable  out-buildings 
and  appurtenances  therefor,  and  to  lay  out  and  enclose  the 
grounds  of  the  same,  as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  necessary 
and  proper  for  the  purposes  of  said  institution. 

§5.  The  said  Board  of  Governors  shall,  whenever  the 
increase  of  inmates  in,  or  the  proper  care  and  government 
of  the  institutions  or  establishments  on  Randall's  Island,  or 
Blackweil's  Island,  or  the  Bellevue  hospital,  under  their 
charge,  or  any  of  them,  shall,  in  their  judgment,  render  it 
necessary  or  expedient,  have  power  to  enlarge,  add  to  or 
alter  the  buildings  belonging  to  such  institutions,  or  any 
one  of  thetn,  and  to  erect  other  buildings  on  said  islands, 
or  within  the  enclosure  of  Bellevue  hospital,  for  the  uses 
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and  purposes  of  said  institutions,  or  any  pf  them ;  provided, 
however,  that  previous  to  the  erection  or  enlargement  of 
any  building  which  shall  cost  a  greater  sum  than  five 
thousand  dollars  for  such  erection  or  enlargement,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  Board  of  Governors  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city  and  county 
of  New  York. 

§  6.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  county  of  New 
York  shall  annually  raise  and  collect,  by  tax  upon  the  real 
and  personal  property  taxable  in  said  city  and  county, 
such  sums  of  money  as  said  Board  of  Governors  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  require  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  act  for 
the  establishment  of  a  work-house,  passed  April  11,  1849; 
and  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  to  be  applied  by  said 
Governors  exclusively  to  said  purposes,  and  to  be  accounted 
for  by  said  Governors  ;  but  in  case  the  amount  required  in 
any  one  year,  for  the  erection  or  repair  of  buildings,  by 
said  Governors,  as  in  this  act  authorized,  should,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Corporation  of  said  city,  render  it  inexpedient 
to  include  it  in  the  annual  tax,  tiie  same  may  be  provided 
for  by  the  said  Corporation,  or  said  Board  of  Supervisors, 
by  loan  or  otherwise,  as  the  Legislature  may  by  law  direct. 

§  7.  Section  sixth  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  government  of  the  department  of  Alms  House  and 
Penitentiary  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,"  passed 
April  6th,  1849,  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

1.  The  said  Governors  shall  have  power  to  indenture 
and  bind  out  as  apprentices,  during  their  minority,  any 
minor  children  who  may  be  under  their  care  and  control 
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by  reason  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  of  any  other  act 
of  this  state,  in  the  forms  and  with  the  provisions  now 
prescribed  by  law  (provided  such  child  shall  have  been 
under  their  care  and  control  for  at  least  three  months ;) 
and  the  Governors  shall  have  power,  in  their  discretion,  to 
cancel  such  indentures,  and  they  may  so  bind  out  such 
children  for  tlie  employment  of  farming,  or  any  other  useful 
art  or  trade,  to  citizens  of  the  adjoining  states.  Section 
nine  of  said  act,  is  also  hereby  amended,  by  striking  out 
the  word  "  Legislature"  and  substituting  "  Secretary  of 
State." 

§  8.  The  said  Governors  shall  have  power  to  transfer 
from  any  one  institution  under  their  charge,  to  any  other 
institution  under  their  charge,  for  the  whole  or  any  shorter 
period  of  their  committal,  all  such  persons  as  shall  have 
been  or  shall  hereafter  be  committed  to  any  of  such  institu- 
tions by  said  Governors,  or  by  any  court  or  magistrate' 
under  any  law  of  this  state,  as  vagrants  or  disorderly  per- 
sons ;  and  said  Governors  shall  also  have  power  to  remit 
any  part  of  the  unexpired  term  of  the  committal  of  persons 
so  committed  as  aforesaid,  and  to  discharge  them  from  their 
said  commitment,  in  such  special  cases  as  justice  may  to 
them  seem  to  require. 

§  9.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Governors,  and  the 
said  Governors  shall  have  power,  in  relation  to  all  persons 
who  shall  hereafter  be  committed  to  any  institution  under 
their  charge,  as  vagrants,  by  reason  of  their  being  "  persons 
who  shall  have  contracted  an  infectious  or  other  disease, 
in  the  practice  of  drunkenness  or  debauchery,  requiring 
charitable  aid  to  restore  them  to  health,"  after  the  same 
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shall  have  been,  under  medical  treatment,  sufficiently  cured 
to  be  discharged,  or  to  work  or  labor,  in  their  discretion  to 
detain  such  person  or  persons,  and  transferor  commit  them 
to  the  work-house,  until,  from  the  proceeds  of  their  work 
and  labor,  there  shall  have  been  received  by  said  Governors, 
beyond  the  charge  of  their  support  while  in  said  work- 
house, a  sum  sufficient  to  reimburse  all  the  expenses  of 
their  charge  and  cure  while  under  medical  treatment 
as  aforesaid ;  provided,  that  under  this  section,  no  such 
person  shall  by  said  Governors  be  detained  or  committed 
to  said  work-house  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

§  10.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office.   $  I  have  compared  the  preceding  with 

an  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby  certify 

that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the 

whole  of  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this 
L.  s.        thirteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  e^ht 
hundred  and  fifty. 

a:  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 
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AN  ACT 

TO  DIVIDE  THE  TWELFTH  WARD  OF  THE    CITY  OF  NEW  TOBX, 
INTO  TWO  WARDS.       PASSED  APRIL  6,  1850. 

The  People  of  the  State  ofJ^Tew  Yorkj  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly^  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  The  Twelfth  Ward  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is 
hereby  divided,  by  running  a  line  through  the  centre  of 
Eighty-sixth  street,  from  the  East  to  the  North  river. 

§  2.  All  that  portion  of  said  ward  lying  northerly  of  the 
said  line,  shall  be  known  as,  and  constitute  and  remain 
the  Twelfth  Ward  of  said  city,  and  that  portion  of  said 
ward  lying  southerly  of  said  line,  shall  hereafter  be  known 
as,  and  constitute  the  Nineteenth  Ward  of  the  said  city. 

§  3.  All  officers  now  elected  or  appointed  in  and  for 
said  Twelfth  Ward,  shall  continue  such  officers  during  the 
term  respectively,  for  which  they  were  elected  or  appoint- 
ed, except  in  such  cases  where  the  persons  so  appointed  or 
elected,  shall  cease  to  be  residents  of  said  Twelfth  Ward^ 
by  reason  of  the  division  thereof. 

§  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Common  Council,  imme- 
diately on  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  divide  the  said  Nine- 
teenth Ward  into  so  many  and  such  convenient  election 
districts,  as  to  the  said  Common  Council  shall  seem  pro- 
per, and  to  appoint  places  to  hold  elections  therein,  and  to 
appoint  Inspectors  of  election,  to  conduct  the  election  in 
the  next  section  herein  provided  to  be  held. 
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§  5.  An  election  shall  be  held  in  and  for  said  Nioe- 
teenth  Ward,  at  the  next  annual  election  held  in  said  city^ 
at  which  election  there  shall  be  elected  for  said  ward,  an 
Alderman  and  Assistant  Alderman,  two  Assessors,  two 
Constables,  two  School  Commissioners,  two  Trustees  of 
Schools,  five  Inspectors  of  Common  Schools,  and  three 
Inspectors  of  elections  for  each  election  district  of  said 
ward. 

§  6.  The  Alderman  elected  at  such  election,  shall  hold 
his  ofilce  until  the  first  Monday  of  January,  in  the  year 
1852,  and  the  Assistant  Alderman,  Assessors,  Coo«tables 
and  Inspectors  of  elections,  shall  hold  their  respective 
offices  until  the  first  Monday  of  January,  in  the  year  1862. 

§  7.  The  Commissioners,  Inspectors  and  Trnsteet  of 
Common  Schools  so  elected  in  and  for  the  said  ward,  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  the  following  terms,  viz : — One  Com- 
missioner, one  Inspector,  and  one  Trustee  for  one  year 
from  the  first  Monday  of  June  next ;  one  -Commisaioner, 
one  Inspector,  and  one  Trustee  for  two  years  from  the  first 
Monday  of  June  next ;  one  Trustee  for  three  years  from 
the  first  Monday  of  June  next ;  one  Trustee  for  four  yeira 
from  the  first  Monday  of  June  next ;  and  one  Troslee  for 
five  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  June  next. 

§  8.  The  said  Commissioners,  Inspectors,  and  Trustees, 
to  elected  at  such  election,  shall  meet  at  the  office  of  tlie 
Olerk  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  said  city,  on  the 
Thursday  next  succeeding  said  election,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
tioon,  and  shall  then  and  there  take  the  oath  of  office  re- 
quired by  law  i}  and  the  term  of  service  of  each  Commis* 
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sioner,  Inspector  and  Trustee,  shall  then  and  there  be  de- 
termined by  the  Clerk  of  said  Board,  by  drawing  lots ;  at 
each  general  election  hereafter  to  be  held  in  said  Nine- 
teenth Ward,  there  shall  be  elected  in  the  manner  now 
required  by  law,  one  Commissioner,  and  one  Inspector  of 
Common  Schools,  whose  term  of  service  shall  be  two 
years,  and  one  Trustee  whose  term  of  service  shall  be  five 
years. 

^  9.  The  Alderman  and  Assistant  Alderman  of  said 
Nineteenth  Ward,  shall  nominate  to  the  Mayor,  one  cap- 
tain, one  first  assistant  captain,  and^one  second  assistant 
captain  of  police,  and  such  number  of  policemen,  as  the 
Common  Council  of  the  said  city  may  determine  said  ward  to 
be  entitled  to,  and  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term 
now  prescribed  by  law,  and  shall  form  part  of  the  police 
force  of  said  city,  and  be  subject  to  the  like  rules  and  reg . 
nlations,  and  invested  with  the  same  power  and  authority. 

• 

§  10.  All  the  provisions  of  law  relating  to  the  several 
wards  of  the  city  of  New  York,  shall,  so  far  as  they  may 
be  applicable,  apply  to  the  said  Nineteenth  Ward  hereby 
created. 

^  11.  Until  the  officers  named  in  the  fifth  section  of  this 
act,  shall  have  been  chosen  or  appointed  in  said  Nineteenth 
Ward  and  duly  qualified,  the  officers  already  chosen  or 
appointed  for  said  Twelfth  Ward,  shall  continue  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  as  if  the  divi- 
aion  provided  for  by  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

§  12.  All  laws  now  in  force  regulating  the  election  of 
charter  officers  in  said  city  of  New  York,  and  the  canvass. 
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estimate  and  returns  of  voles,  shall  apply  to  all  elections 
to  be  held  in  and  for  said  Nineteenth  Ward. 

§  13.  The  said  Nineteenth  Ward  shall  continue  to  form 
a  part  of  the  sixth  judicial  district  of  said  city,  and  the 
jurisdiction  of  police  justice  and  assistant  justice  for  said 
district,  shall  extend  to,  and  embrace  said  Nineteenth  Ward 
hereby  created. 

§  14.  The  said  Nineteenth  Ward  hereby  created,  shall 
continue  to  form  a  part  of  the  sixth  congressional  district 
of  this  state,  and  shall  continue  to  form'  a  part  of  the  sixth 
senate  district  of  this  state,  and  shall  continue  to  form  a 
part  of  the  tenth  assembly  district  of  the  city  and  county 
of  New  York,  and  with  the  said  Twelfth  War<},  shall  be 
entitled  to  elect  one  member  of  assembly. 

§  15.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  1 
Secretary's  Office.      )      I  have  compared  the  preceed- 

ing  with  an  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  here- 
by certify  that  the  same  is  a  corriect  transcript  therefrom, 
and  of  the  whole  of  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this 
[l.  s.]      eighth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  liun- 
dred  and  fifty. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  StaU. 


UOCVlflENT    IVo.   31. 


BOARD   OF    ALDERMEIf, 


MAY  7,  1850. 


The  following  communication  was  received  from  the 
Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  giving  the  amount  of  re- 
ceipts from  water  rents,  from  the  first  introduction  of  the 
Croton  water  to  the  30th  of  April,  1860,  which  was  or- 
dered on  file  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the 

Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Jfew-York  : 

The  Croton  Aqueduct  Department  respectfully 

REPORTS : 

That  the  receipts  for  water  rents,  from  the  1st  day  of 
May,  1849,  to  the  1st  day  of  May,  1850,  amount  to  the 
sum  of  9284,706  37,  against  $250,483  25  collected  (he 
preceding  year,  being  an  increase  of  934,223  25. 
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As  the  statute  directs  that  hereafter  the  annual  reports 
of  the  department  be  made  up  to  the  31st  of  December  in 
each  year,  and  that  the  water  rents  be  charged  upon  every 
building  within  the  water  district,  this  will  be  the  last 
report  under  the  old  system  ;  and  for  convenience  of  refer- 
ence hereafter,  the  following  table  of  annual  results  under 
that  system,  from  the  first  introduction  of  the  water  to  30th 
of  April,  1860,  is  subjoined  : 


Receipts  from  Oct.  5,  1842,  to  May  1,  1843,        17,888  67 

May  1, 1843,  to  May  1,  1844,  91,790  60 
May  1, 1844,  to  May  1,  1846,..  .118,682  74 
May  1, 1846,  to  May  1,  1846,. .  .164,532  53 
May  1, 1846,  to  May  1,  1847,. .  .194,651  34 
May  1, 1847,  to  May  1,  1848,. .  .226^51  83 
May  1, 1848,  to  May  1,  1849,. .  .250,483  IS 
May  1, 1849,  to  May  1,  1850,. .  .284,706  37 

Total, $1,349,037  20 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NICHOLAS  DEAN,  President. 


u  it 


Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  ) 

May  6th,  1850.       J 
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BOARD    OF    ALDEEMEN, 


MAY  8,  1850. 


The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Cro- 
ton  Aqueduct  Department,  relative  to  constructing  a 
reservoir  between  Manhattanyille  and  Harlem,  and  sap- 
plying  the  inhabitants  of  Harlem  and  Manhattanville 
with  Croton  water,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  di- 
rected to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Resolvedy  That  the  President  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct 
Department,  be  directed  to  report  to  this  Board  a  plan  for 
providing  the  Croton  water  to  the  inhabitants  of  Harlem 
and  its  vicinity,  also  the  cost  of  constructing*a  reservoir  on 
or  near  the  high  lands  between  Manhattanville  and  Har- 
lem, of  suflBcient  dimensions,  for  the  uses  of  the  people  in 
Manhattanville  and 'Harlem. 

By  alderman  SHAW. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen: 

The  Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  your  Honorable  Body,  hereto  annexed,  direct- 
ing it  to  report  "  a  plan  for  providing  the  Croton  water  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Harlem  and  its  vicinity  ;  also  the  cost  of 
constructing  a  reservoir,  on  or  near  the  high  lands  between 
Manhattanville  and  Harlem,  of  sufficient  dimensions  for 
the  uses  of  the  people  of  Manhattanville  and  Harlem," 
respectfully 
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REPRESENTS : 

That  the  subjects  embraced  in  this  resolution  are  probably 
the  most  important  ones  remaining  to  be  disposed  of  in  the 
completion  of  the  stupendous  works  connected  with  the 
introduction,  and  distribution  of  the  Croton  water,  and  as 
such  have  already  received  the  attention  of  this  depart- 
ment, and  elicited  inquiry  and  thought,  as  to  the  best 
modes  of  accomplishing  the  objects  contemplated. 

There  are,  however,  so  many  elements  entering  into 
the  subject,  and  so  wide  a  field  of  inquiry  and  investiga- 
tion opened,  as  regards  the  locality  of  the  proposed  reser- 
voir, its  size,  mode  of  construction,  cost,  and  special  and 
general  purposes  to  which  it  shall  be  devoted,  that  the 
department  has  yet  made  little  progress  towards  a  satisfac- 
tory conclusion.  These  labors  will  be  assiduously  pursued, 
and  as  much  time  devoted  to  them  as  the  discharge  of 
other  pressing  duties  will  permit,  in  the  hope  that  a  report 
containing  some  useful  facts  and  suggestions,  may  be  pre- 
pared, and  submitted  to  your  Honorable  Body  at  its  next 

monthly  sitting. 

• 

It  may  be  proper,  however,  now  to  state,  that  this  de- 
partment, with  the  information  before  it,  is  not  prepared 
to  place  a  supply  of  water  to  the  inhabitants  of  Harlem 
and  its  vicinity,  upon  the  remote  completion  of  a  new  re- 
servoir, believing  it  possible  to  effect  that  object  in  a  more 
ready  and  economical  manner  from  Yorkville,  to  which 
place  the  distributing  pipes  will  be  laid  during  the  summer; 
this  subject  will  be  especially  referred  to,  and  estimatei 
Appended  in  the  communicaion  above  suggested. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NICHOLAS  DEAN,  Prerideni. 

Ceoton  Aqueduct  Department, 
Mat  8th,  1860. 


DOCVniElVT    No.   3S. 


BOAED   OF    ALDERMEIf, 


MAY  9,  1850. 


The  following  statement  of  the  Street  CommissioDer,  of  the 
amount  of  fees  paid  to  the  Assessors  of  the  Street  De- 
partment, the  Collectors  of  Assessments,  Surveyors  and 
Inspectors,  from  the  1st  of  June,  1849,  to  the  30th 
March,  1850,  was  laid  on  the  table  and  directed  to  be 
printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE^  Clerk. 


Resolvedy  That  the  Street  Commissioner  report  to  this 
Board  without  delay,  the  amount  paid  to  the  Assesflora  of 
the  Street  Department  for  their  services  as  Assessors,  from 
the  period  of  their  appointment  as  Assessors,  to  the  30th 
March  last,  specifying  the  amount  paid  to  each  Assessor ; 
alio,  the  amount  charged  by  them  as  fees  for  assessing, 
specifying  each  particular  assessment,  with  the  date  of  its 
eonfirmation,  and  also  the  amount  charged  in  each  of  said 
assessments,  as  fees  for  the  Deputy  Collectors,  and  also  the 
fees  paid  to  the  Surveyor  and  Inspectors. 

By  alderman  J.  H.  COOK. 
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DOCimiElVT     No.    34. 


BOARD    OF    ALDEEMEN, 


JULY  12,  1850. 


The  following  report  of  the  Special  Committee,  appointed 
by  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York,  rela- 
tive to  the  catastrophe  in  Hague  street,  was  received, 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Oo  Monday,  the  4th  day  of  February,  1850,  a  melan- 
choly and  most  deplorable  calamity  occurred  in  our  city, 
caused  by  the  explosion  of  a  steam  boiler  in  the  build- 
ing known  as  Nos.  3  and  5  Hague  street,  whereby  the 
building  was  instantaneously  and  wholly  demdlished ;  sixty- 
aeven  persons  at  work  at  the  time  therein  were  killed,  and 
fifty  others  either  severely  or  slightly  injured. 
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Under  this  appalling  calamity,  I  would  respectfullj^  re- 
commend, that  the  two  Boards  of  the  Common  Council 
appoint  Committees  to  take  such  measures  as  they  may 
deem  the  emergencies  of  the  case  may  require,  and  to  re- 
port their  action  at  a  subsequent  meeting;  and  out  of  res- 
pect for  the  grief  of  those  afflicted  by  this  event,  that  the 
Common  Council  adjourn  without  the  transaction  of  any 
other  business. 

My  communication  is  necessarily  brief,  as  I  have  been 
during  the  day  at  the  scene  of  the  disaster. 

C.  S.  WOODHULL,  Mayor. 


/I 
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Aldermen  Griffin,  Dodge,  Franklin,  Cook,  Chapman 
and  Oakley,  together  with  Morgan  Morgans,  Esq.,  Presi- 
dent, were  appointed  the  Committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

And  Assistant  Aldermen  Ward,  Alvord  and  McCarthy, 
together  with  the  President,  Oscar  W.  Sturtevant,  Esq., 
were  appointed  the  Committee,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Assistant  Aldermen. 

And  both  Beards  thereafter,  without  the  transaction  of 
further  business,  adjourned. 

The  Committees,  soon  after  their  appointment,  proceed- 
ed, in  a  body,  to  the  scene  of  the  disaster,  and  found  every 
effort  being  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  of  Po- 
lice, the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department,  and 
others  of  our  citizens,  to  clear  away  the  ruins,  and  to  re- 
cover fro;n  them,  those  who  might  still  survive,  as  well  as 
the  bodies  of  the  killed. 

The  Fire  and  Police  Departments  were  most  active  ; 
numbers  of  their  members  labored  incessantly  in  their 
work  of  mercy  during  the  whole  d^y  and  the  succeeding 
night,  which  was  intensely  cold,  and  until  every  hope  of 
rescuing  alive  a  fellow-being  had  entirely  vanished. 

The  Commiuee  gave  such  directions  as  they  deemed  to 
be  necessary,  in  order  to  furnish  refreshments  during  the 
night  to  those  engaged  at  the  ruin«J,  as  well  as  to  provide 
for  the  comfort  of  those  who  might  be  taken  out  alive. 
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A  number  of  bodies  having  been  taken  out  on  Monday, 
and  the  following  day,  they  were  conveyed  to  the  Fourth 
Ward  Station  house,  and  the  following  notice  was  pub- 
lished in  the  several  papers  of  the  city,  so  that  the  friends 
of  the  deceased  might  have  every  information  as  to  where 
their  remains  could  be  foimd  : 

NOTICE 

Is  hereby  given  to  the  friends  of  those  unfortunate 
indiriduals,  whose  lives  were  sacrificed  by  the  explo- 
sion of  a  steam  engine  in  the  manufactory  in  Hague  streety 
on  the  morning  of  the  4th  inst.,  to  call  at  the  Fourth 
Ward  Station  house,  (where  the  bodies  now  lay,)  for  the 
purpose  of  identifying  them. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 


EDMUND  GRIFFIN, 
DANIEL  DODGE, 
JAMES  H.  COOK, 
JACOB  F.  OAKLEY, 
GEORGE  H.  FRANKLIIt, 
WARREN  CHAPMAN, 
MORgAN  MORGANS, 

S.  L.  H.  WARD, 
FLORENCE    McCARTHY, 
ALONZO  A.  ALVORD, 
OSCAR  W.  STURTEVANT, 


Committee 

of 
the  Board  of 

Aldermen. 


Committee  of 

the  Board  of 

Assistant 

Aldermen. 


It  being  evident,  from  the  appearance  of  several  of  the 
bodies,  that  they  could  not  be  identified,    arrangements 
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were  made  by  the  Committee  for  tde  burial  of  the  same 
under  their  especial  direction,  and  a  sub>Committee,  consist- 
ing of  Aldermen  Franklin,  Cook  and  Morgans  was  ap- 
pointed to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  therefor. 

A  communication  was  subsequently  received  from  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  "  Cypress  Hills  Cemetery," 
generously  offering  a  plot  of  ground  in  said  cemetery, 
for  the  interment  of  these  remains. 

Which  was  accepted  by  the  Committee,  and  their  thanks 
directed  to  be  tendered  to  them  for  the  liberal  offer. 

A  communication  was  also  received  from  Moses  May- 
nard,  Esq.,  on  the  part  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Com- 
pany, offering  the  gratuitous  use  of  a  train  of  cars  on  the 
day  of  the  funeral  to  the  grounds  of  the  cemetery. 

The  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Commit- 
tee directed  to  be  tendered  to  the  Company,  through  Mr. 
Maynard,*for  the  generous  proposal. 

By  Saturday  tjie  9th  of  February,  the  ruins  had  been 
entirely  removed,  the  locality  closely  searched,  and  every 
body  reclaimed  that  could  be  found. 

The  sub-Committee  accordingly  proceeded  to  make  the 
final  arrangements  for  the  sepulture  of  those  unfortunate 
persons. 

Tuesday,  the  12th,  having  been  fixed  upon  as  the  day, 
the  following  programme  of  arrangements  for  the  funeral, 
was  published  in  the  several  city  papers  : 
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FUNERAL  OF  THE  UNRECOGNIZED. 

The  funeral  of  the  unfortunate  persons  who  lost  their 
lives  by  the  explosion  in  Hague  street,  and  whose  remains 
have  not  been  identified  or  claimed  by  their  friends,  will 
take  place  from  the  Broadway  Tabernacle,  on  Tuesday, 
the  12th  inst.,  at  11  o'clock,  a.  m.  The  ceremonies  will 
be  opened  with  a  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Thompson.  Af- 
ter which,  a  hymn,  will  be  read  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Chase, 
and  sung^  by  the  choir.  On  the  conclusion  of  which, 
Rev.  E.  F.  Hatfield  will  read  a  portion  of  the  Scripture. 
An  address  will  then  be  delivered  by  Rev.  S.  H.  Tyng. 
The  ceremonies  will  be  concluded  witli  a  prayer  by 
Rev.  S.  H.  Cone. 

The  procession  will  then  form  in  Broadway,  right  on 
Anthony  street,  and  proceed  down  Broadway  and  White- 
hall street  to  the  South  Ferry,  and  thence  cross  to  Brook- 
lyn, where  a  train  of  cars  (which  has  been  generously 
tendered  for  the  occasion  by  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
Company,)  will  be  in  readiness  to  convey  the  remains,  and 
those  accompanying  them,  to  the  Cypress  Hills  Cemetery. 
Further  suitable  ceremonies  will  there  take  place. 

The  survivors  employed  in  the  ijuilding  at  the  time  of 
the  disaster,  are  requested  to  attend  as  mourners.  The 
societies  of  Hatters  and  Machinists  especially,  and  the 
public  generally,  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend. 

GEORGE  H.  FRANKLIN, 
JAMES  H.  COOK, 
MORGAN  MORGANS, 

Committee  of  Arrangements. 
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The  ceremonies  at  the  Tabernacle  were  of  a  most  inter- 
esting and  melancholy  nature. 

They  were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  J.  P. 
Thompson,  pastor  of  the  congregation  worshipping  in  that 
building. 

A  hymn  was  then  read  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Chase,  of 
the  Mariners'  church,  and  sung  by  the  choir,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  George  Loder. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  which,  a  portion  of  the  scrip- 
tures was  read  by  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Hatfield,  of  the  Seventh 
Presbyterian  church. 

An  address  was  then  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Ar- 
mitage,of  the  Noffolk  street  Baptist  church,  (Rev.  Dr.  Tyng 
being  necessarily  absent  in  consequence  of  indisposition,) 
in  which  he  alluded,  in  feeling  and  eloquent  language,  to 
the  occasion. 

The  benediction  having  been  pronounced  by  the  Rev  • 
S.  H.  Cone,  of  the  First  Baptist  church. 


The  procession  was  formed  in  the  following  order 

Committee  of  Arrangements. 

Special  Committee 
for  Relief  of  tlie  Sufferers. 
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Members  of  the 

Common   Council 

of  the  city  of  New  York. 
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The  Rev .  the  Clergy 
in  attendance. 


Pall  Bearers. 


HEARSE. 


Pall  Bearers. 


Pall  Bearers. 


HEARSE. 


Pall  Bearers. 


Pall  Bearers. 


HEARSE. 


Pall  Bearers. 


Pall  Bearers. 


HEARSE. 


Pall  Bearers. 


Workmen  in  the  building 

at  the  time  of  the  disaster, 

who  escaped. 


Society  of 
Hatters  and  Machinists. 


Citizens  generally. 
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• 
The  procession  moved  down  Broadway  to  'Whitehall 

street^  and  through  the  same  to  the  South  Ferry,  whence 
it  crossed  to  Brooklyn,  where  a  train  of  cars  was  in  readi- 
ness to  convey  the  remains  of  the  four  unfortunate  indi- 
viduals to  their  last  resting  place  in  the  beautiful  grounds 
of  the  Cypress  Hills  Cemetery. 

On  arriving  at  the  Cemetery,  after  further  suitable  cere- 
monies, the  bodies  were  all  deposited  in  one  grave. 


s 
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In  the  meantime,  the  Committee  had  taken  measures  for 
the  reception  of  the  contributions  of  the  citizens  toward  the 
relief  of  the  families  of  the  deceased  and  the  sufferers  by  the 
calamity ;  and  the  following  notice  was  published  in  the 
papers  of  the  7th  of  February  : 

NOTICE. 

City  Hall,  New  York,  ) 
February  6th,  1850. ) 

At  a  meeting  of.  the  Special  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Common  Council  of  this  city,  in  relation  to  the  late 
melancholy  catastrophe  in  Hague  street,  held  at  the  City 
Hall  this  day,  it  was,  on  motion, 

Ordered — that  Alderman  Jacob  F.  Oakley  be  appointed 
Treasurer  of  this  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
the  contributions  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  towasd  the 
relief  of  the  families  of  the  deceased  and  the  sufferers  by 

the  said  calamity. 

• 

It  was  also  ordered  that  Aldermen  Oakley,  Morgans  and 
Sturtevant  be  appointed  a  Committee  for  the  distribution 
of  the  funds  that  may  be  received  by  the  said  Treasurer. 

By  order, 

EDMUND  GRIFFIN,  Chairman. 

Notice, — The  Treasurer  of  the  Special  Committee  of 
the  Common  Council  has  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  a  donation  of  fifty  dollars  from  "  a  Friend." 

N.  B.     Contributions  may  be  left  with  the  Treasurer 
No.  8  City  Han. 

^    Jacob  F.  Oakley,  Treasurer. 
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At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Committee,  on  the  7th 
February,  it  being  evident  to  the  members  that  the  contri- 
butions would  amount  to  a  large  sum,  it  was  deemed  proper 
to  increase  the  number  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
distribution  of  the  funds  so  received,  and  also  that  several 
well  known  citizens,  not  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  should  constitute  a  portion  of  such  Committee. 

Accordingly,  the  following  notice  was  published  in  the 
several  papers  of  the  8th  of  February : 

NOTICE. 

City  Hall,  Feb.  7,  1850. 

At  a  meeting- of«the  Special  Committee,  appointed  by  the 
Common  Council,  in  relation  to  the  late  melancholy  catas* 
trophe  in  Hague  street,  held  at  the  City  Hall  this  day,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  constituted  a  sub-Committee 
for  the  collection  and  distribution  of  the  funds  for  the  relief 
of  the  sufferers  by  the  calamity. 

Jacob  F.  Oakley,  Treasurer. 

Morgan  Morgans, 

Oscar  W.  Sturtevant, 

Sylvanus  S.  Ward,  President,  and 

Richard  E.  Mount,  Treasurer  of  the  Gen-^ 
eral  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Trades- 
men of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Henry  T.  Ingalls, 

Isaac  Fryer, 

John  P.  Moore, 

James  Van  Norden,  ^ 

Edmund  Griffin, 
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George  H.  Franklin, 
Daniel  Dodge, 
Myndert  Van  Schaick, 
Alonzo  a.  Alvord, 
Fi*oRENCE  McCarthy. 

The  Committee  will  be  in  session  in  room  No.  6  City 
Hall,  daily,  from  10  a.  m.  to  7  p.  m.,  until  further  notice, 
for  the  purpose  of  receivingr  information  relative  to  those 
requiring  relief; 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

EDMUND  GRIFFIN,  Chairman. 

Richard  Scott,  Secretary. 

At  subsequent  meetings  of  said  sub-Committee,  the  fol- 
lowing named  gentlemen  were  added  thereto : 

John  H.  Swift, 
Robert  M.  Bruce, 
George  A.  Buckingham. 

A  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  injured,  and  of  the 
families  who  lost  their  head  or  support  by  the  calamity, 
was  obtained  immediately  after  the  organization  of  the 
sub-Committee  on  the  Distribution  of  the  Funds,  in  order 
that  relief  might,  without  delay,  6e  administered  to  those 
requiting  it. 

The  families  thus  bereaved,  as  well  as  the  parties 
wounded,  were  assigned  among  the  several  members  of  the 
Committee,  as  follows  : 

The  families  and  parties  residing  in  Brooklyn,  to  Messrs 
Van  Norden  and  S.  S.  Ward. 
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The  families  of 

James  S.  Crissy, 
LeoDard  S.  Brooks, 
Lorin  King, 
James  Brooks, 
Daniel  Dougherty, 
William  K.  Bartlett, 
Francis  P.  Bartlett, 

killed, 

And  cases  of  William  Zuill, 

James  Gilday, 
Lewis  Daby, 

wounded, 

To  Jacob  F.  Oakley. 

The  families  of  Alexander  Huggins, 

Seneca  Lake, 
George  F.  Worrall, 

killed, 

• 

And  cases  of  Elias  Gregg, 

Alexander  Aldrich, 

wounded, 

To  Henry  T.  Ingalls. 

The  families  of  Robert  Ross, 

Stephen  C.  Osborn, 
Samuel  F.  Crissy, 
James  Kearney, 

killed, 

To  Morgan  Morgans. 
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The  family  of  Adam  Neely, 

killed, 
To  A.  A.  Alvord. 

The  families  of  Isaac  H.  B.  Osborn, 

Henry  N.  Reed, 
George  Harvest, 
Abraham  O.  Kelsey, 
William  E.  Townsend, 
*  Charles  Knowlton, 

killed, 
To  George  H.  Franklin. 

of  Eli  Hull, 
John  Rogers, 
Thomas  Brooks, 

killed, 

To  James  Van  Norden. 

of  George  H.  Davis, 
Joseph  Hampson, 

killed, 
To  Isaac  'Fryer. 

of  Peter  Donohue, 
Lawrence  Chrystal, 

killed, 
To  Richard  E.  Mount. 

of  George  Ford, 
Rufus  C.  Whiting, 
Halsey  King, 
Robert  Anable, 
Thomas  Farrall, 
Terrence  Farrall, 

killed^ 


I 
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And  cases  of  John  J .  Thompson, 

William  De  Lander,  jr., 
John  C.  King, 
Joseph  Anable, 
John  Ward, 
Chas.  0.  Jessup, 
Thomas  Wood, 

wounded, 
To  Geo  .  A.  Buckingham. 

The  families  of  Thomas  S.  Vanderbilt, 

Robert  H.  Stremmell, 
Owen  Brady, 
Samuel  Tindale, 

killed, 
William  S.  Merritt — ^badly  wounded — since  died, 
And  cases  of  Charles  Dougherty, 

Alonzo  Scofield, 
Marshall  Vought, 
Clark  Vought, 
Wesley  S .  Rowland, 
Greorge  H.  Rowland, 
Thomas  McKeever, 
William  Forgan, 

wounded, 
To  Robert  M.  Bruce. 

The  families  of  Joseph  Lockwood, 

Jesse  Huestiss, 

Robert  Hyslop, 

killed, 
To  Daniel  Dodge. 
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Michael  Murphy, 

killed, 
To  Sylvanus  S.  Ward. 

Matthew  McLaughlin, 

killed, 
To  Oscar  W.  Sturtevant. 

William  Boardevine, 

killed^    I 

To  John  P.  Moore. 

Joseph  Einiuger, 
Richard  Egbert, 
Isaiah  Marks, 
William  Collins, 

killed, 

And  cases  of  Stephen  H.  Smith, 

Henry  W.  Smith, 
•  Francis  Lynch, 

Edwin  Lambert, 

Patrick  McPhillips, 

Luke  Johnson, 

Norris  N.  Canfield, 

James  Hyatt, 

wounded, 
To  John  H.  Swift. 

The  family  of  Hamilton  Houghton, 

killed. 

And  case  of  James  Kendall, 

wounded. 
To  Edmund  Griffin 

3 
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At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Committee, 

Messrs.  Seth  Low, 

George  Hall, 

Thds.  J.  Gerald,   of  Brooklyn, 

were  added  to  the  Committee,  to  represent  the  interests 
of  that  city  in  the  funds  being  collected,  and  all  the  cases 
there,  previously  referred  to  '  Messrs*  Van  Norden  and 
Ward,  were  transferred  to  them. 

These  cases  were  as  follows : 

George  Noel, 

James  Gullarfar, 

Peter  Hyde, 

Alexander  Dixon, 

John  Dougherty, 

Cornelius  Dougherty, 

James  Granger, 

George  Hyde, 

William  Collins, 

James  Collins, 

Lemuel  B.  Whitney, 

EdgarP.Hurd, 

Patrick  Burns, 

Robert  Mclntire,  killed. 

James  Odell, 

Henry  Grerrodett, 

William  Quig, 

James  Powers,  • 

John  Mills, 

Peter  Campbell, 

John  Flood, 

John  Thurston,  wounded. 
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Messrs.  Timothy  Coffin, 
Daniel  Mauger, 
George  E.  Baker, 

were  also  constituted  members  of  the'Coramittee  on  the  part 
of  the  village  of  Williamsbnrgh. 

Immediate  temporary  relief  was  thus  afforded,  through 
the  above  named  members  of  the  Committee,  to  all  of  the 
fiunilies  who  had  lost  their  support,  and  the  parties  who 
had  suffered  by  the  catastrophe. 

The  liberality  of  our  citizens  seemed  unbounded,  as 
their  contributions  poured  in  from  day  to  day,  at  the  office 
of  the  Treasurer. 

Communications  were  received  from  several  gentlemen, 
tendering  a  benefit  of  their  respective  places  of  amusement 
or  exhibition,  in  aid  of  the  funds  being  raised.    • 

Of  the  Astor  Place  Opera  House,  through  Max  Maretzek, 
its  proprietor. 

Of  the  Association  "  German  Liederkrans'*  concert,  at 
Broadway  Tabernacle,  through  Herman  E.  Ludwig,  its 
President. 

Of  the  exhibition  of  "  Panorama  of  the  Nile,"  through 
Qeorge  R.  Gliddon,  proprietor  thereof. 

Of  the  Melodeon,  through  C  •  White,  its  proprietor. 

Which  were  accepted,  and  the  proceeds  therefrom  will 
be  seen  by  referring  to  the  list  of  contributions  in  appendix. 
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The  funds  having  reached  a  large  amount,  the  Com- 
mittee, with  a  view  of  closing  the  receipt  of  contributions, 
ordered  the  following  notice  to  be  published  in  the  several 
papers  of  the  city : 

City  Hall,  New  York, 
February  23,  1849. 

RELIEF  NOTICE. 

All  persons  intending  to  contribute  to  the  fund  being 
raised  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  late  deplorable 
calamity  in  Hague  street,  are  respectfully  requested  to  do 
80  on  or  before  Friday,  the  1st  day  of  March,  as  the  Com- 
mittee charged  with  the  said  fund  will,  after  that  period, 
proceed  to  a  distribution  of  the  same  among  the  several 
families  and  parties  who  have  claims  thereon,  according  to 
the  circumstances  attending  their  respective  cases. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

RICHARD  E.  MOUNT, 

Chairman  pro  tern. 
Richard  Scott,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  on  the  same  day, 
the  following  resolutions,  presented  by  Mr.  Van  Schaicky 
were  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  report  upon  the  state  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts ;  the 
contributions  which  have  been  received,  and  their  aggre- 
gate amount ;  also,  the  total  sum  paid  for  temporary  relief, 
the  amount  paid  for  expenses,  and  exhibiting  the  balance 
of  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 
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Resolved^  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  report  the 
names  of  the  widows  and  other  persons  to  whom  temporary 
relief  has  been  granted,  and  the  amount  paid  to  each  for 
that  purpose  ;  the  circumstances  of  the  widows,  if  any  dis- 
crimination be  judged  necessary,  and  the  number  of  chil- 
dren belonging  to  each  family  to  whom  it  is  desirable  to 
afford  further  aid,  and  the  most  advantageous  form  which 
can  be  devised  therefor  ;  the  names  of  the  sufferers  who  are 
permanently  maimed  and  rendered  unable  to  work,  as  well 
as  the  names  and  condition  of  parents  and  relatives  who 
have  been  involved  in  this  calamity  by  loss  of  support  by 
death  of,  or  injury  to  their  children  or  relatives;  and  such 
other  persons  as  have  received  bodily  damage,  who,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  may  be  entitled  to  more 
aid  than  has  already  been  extended  to  them  ;  and  that  the 
Committee  carefully  examine  each  class  of  cases,  and  re- 
port such  an  apportionment  of  the  balance  of  the  money, 
which  they  may  ascertain  to  be  on  hand,  as  they  may 
deem  to  be  suitable  for  each  widow  or  other  sufferer. 

Resolvedy  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  make  an 
arrangement  with  one  or  more  Savings'  banks,  which 
are  most  conveniently  located  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  parties  interested,  to  receive  the  funds  which  this  Gen- 
eral Committee  shall  deposit,  in  the  name  and  for  the 
gradual  use  of  the  widows,  and  the  maimed,  or  other  suf- 
ferers, according  to  the  apportionment  which  may  besanc^ 
tioned  by  this  General  Committee ;  the  bank  to  agree  to 
pay  to  the  widow  or  other  person  dollars  per 

month,  under  such  regulations  or  arrangements  as -may 
suit  the  convenience  of  the  bank,  so  long  as  the  deposits 
respectively,  and  the  interest  which  may  accrue  thereon 


Doc.  No.  340  616 

shall  last ;  and  to  make  an  arrangement  for  a  meeting  of 
all  the* parties  at  the  hank,  for  the  purpbse  of  being  identi- 
fied in  the  usual  form. 

Resolvedy  That  the  widows  and  other  beneficiaries  of  the 
noble  sympathy  which  our  fellow  citizens  have  exhibited 
on  this  occasion,  be  informed  by  the  General  Committee, 
that  whatever  part  of  the  sum  deposited  to  their  credit  they 
may  be  able  to  save,  will,  after  their  decease,  become  the 
property  of  their  children  or  next  of  kin.  The  widows, 
especially,  have  therefore  every  inducement  which  can 
operate  on  the  mind  of  a  good  mother,  by  their  industry 
and  economy,  wiiile  in  health,  to  save,  each  one,  her  little 
fund  in  the  bank,  as  long  as  may  be  possible ;  and  if,  by 
their  good  management,  a  portion  of  it  only  shall  descend 
to  their  well-trained  and  educated  children,  it  may  be  to 
them  an  important  assistance  in  the  commencement  or 
progress  of  their  journey  through  life. 

Messrs.  Sturtevant,  Ingalls  and  Fryer  were  appointed 
the  Committee  on  the  Treasurer's  accounts. 

And  Messrs.  Van  Schaick,  Low,  Van  Norden,  Franklin, 
Moore,  Griffin  and  Scott,  the  Committee  on  the  two  last 
resolutions. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Ward  was  subsequently  added  to  the  last 
named  Committee. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  1st  of  March,  the  sub-Committee 
being  desirous  of  closing  the  temporary  cases,  in  order^that 
the  Committee  appointed  on  the  final  distribution  of   the 
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funds  might  be  enabled  to  perform  the  work  assigned  to  it, 
the  following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr.  Van  Scbaick, 
were  adopted  : 

Resolvedj  That  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  administering 
temporary  relief,  be  requested  to  terminate  their  duties,  and 
make  their  final  reports  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Com- 
mittee, and  that  they  furnish  such  reasonable  assistance,  in 
temporary  cases,  not  already  settled,  as  they  may  deem  to 
be  suitable. 

Resolved^  That  this  Committee,  when  it  adjourns,  do  ad- 
journ to  Wednesday  next,  at  4  o'clock,  p.  m.  ;  that  the 
Secretary  send  notice  to  every  member  of  the  Committee 
not  now  present,  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution  which  this 
Committee  has  passed,  for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  tem- 
porary cases  by  the  next  meeting,  and  that  the  Temporary 
Committees  report  the  names  in  full,  street  numbers  and 
residences  of  the  widows ;  their  ages  and  the  number  of 
their  children,  with  their  ages;  and  the  names  of  the  per- 
manently maimed  or  wounded,  or  disabled  from  work,  with 
their  places  of  residence ;  and  also  such  circumstances  as 
ought  to  influence  the  final  distribution  of  the  fund  for 
permanent  relief;  also,  that  the  said  Committees  report  all 
cases  of  children  who  have  lost  a  parent  or  parents,  and  for 
whom  the  Committee  desire  to  recommend,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  surviving  parent,  if  any,  that  places  should  be 
obtained  in  an  orphan  asylum,  or  other  suitable  institution, 
in  which  they  will  be  protected  and  educated,  until  they 
respectively  come  of  age . 

Copies  thereof  were,  in  accordance  with  the  last  resolu- 
tion, served  oA  the  several  gentlemen  having  cases  io 
charge. 
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The  reports  not  having  been  all  made  to  the  Committee, 
in  accordance  with  the  previous  resolutions  of  the  Ist  of 
March,  Mr.  Van  Schaick,  at  the  meeting  of  the  7th  of 
March,  presented  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  in 
relation  to  that  subject,  with  a  view  of  enabling  the  Spe- 
cial Committee  on  Distribution  to  complete  the  same. 

Whereas^  All  of  the  visitors  appointed  to  examine  and 
settle  temporary  cases  have  not  entirely  finished  the  same, 
and  have  not  reported  in  all  cases  the  names  and  ages  of 
ihe  widows,  and  the  names  and  ages  of  their  children,  with 
their  places  of  residence  and  street  numbers,  and  the 
names,  ages  and  residences  of  the  permanently  maimed,  as 
required  by  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Committee  on  the 
28lh  February  last,  therefore, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  several  members 
who  have  cases  in  charge,  not  yet  reported  in  full,  in  ac- 
cordance with  said  resolution,  so  to  report  on  or  before  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Committee. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  15th  of  March,  the  several  Com- 
mittees in  charge  of  temporary  cases  had  completed  and 
made  their  respective  reports  in  full,  and  in  order  to  obtain 
every  information  relative  to  the  sufferers,  as  well  as  to 
close  the  receipt  of  contributions,  the  following  notice 
was  published  in  the  papers  of  the  day  : 

City  Hall,  New  York,? 
March  16,  1850.      \ 

RELIEF  NOTICE. 

Those  who  have  suffered  by  the  recent  calamity  in 
Hague  street,  and  whose  cases  have  not  been  fullj  report- 
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ed  to  the  Relief  Committee,  are  requested  to  communicate 
with  the  Secrelary  thereof,  6  City  Hall,  on  or  before  Tues- 
day, 19tli  inst.,  as  a  final  distribution  of  the  funds  collect- 
ed will  be  made  among  the  several  suiferers  after  that  day. 

And  all  persons  having  funds  in  their  possession  collected 
for  the  above  object,  are  requested  to  hand  the  same  Ko  the 
Treasurer  of  the  said  Committee,  at  the  same  place,  on  or 
before  the  said  day. 

■ 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

RICHARD  E.  MOUNT, 

Chairman  pro  tern, 

Richard  Scott,  Secretary. 

The  Special  Committee  had,  in  the  meantime,  proceeded 
witb  the  duly  of  completing  the  plan  of  final  disiributioQ, 
and  on  the  19th  of  March,  they  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, detailing  not  only  the  apportionment  made  by  them, 
but  also  the  distributions  for  immediate  relief  alforded  and 
paid  out  by  the  Visiting  Committees. 

The  Special  Committee,  appointed  to  arrange  a  plan  for 
the  distribution  of  such  portions  of  the  funds  as  have  not 
been  paid  out  by  the  Visiting  Committee,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  bestowed  the  greatest  care  and  attention 
to  the  subject,  which  the  delicacy  and  difficnlty  with  which 
it  is  naturally  surrounded  appeared  to  require.  They  have 
investigated  the  cases  of  the  widows  with  children,  with 
the  intention  of  furnishing  to  that  class  of  sufferers  the 
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largest  amount  which  the  balance  of  the  funds  on  hand,  . 
and  the  justice  due  to  other  sufferers,  would  permit.  They 
have  revised  some  of  (he  other  most  interesting  cases  of 
loss  and  injury,  and  have  endeavored  to  create  an  equality 
of  relief  between  all  the  sufferers  of  this  class,  according  to 
the  merits  of  each  case,  generally,  by  adding  a  suitable 
sum  to  that  which  each  one  had  before  received  from  the 
Visiting  Committees,  excepting  in  cases  of  slight  injuries 
and  losses  of  clothing  and  tools,  which  they  have  left  un- 
touched, because  these  cases  had  been  settled  and  dis- 
charged by  the  General  Committee. 

These  two  subjects  comprehended  the  whole  of  the  du- 
ties with  which  they  were  charged  by  the  General  Com- 
mittee, as  they  relate  to  the  distribution  of  the  fund  ;  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  made  the  distribution  is  exhib- 
ited in  a  sheet  accompanying  this  report,  which  details  not 
only  the  apportionment  made  by  this  Committee,  but  also 
the  distributions  for  immediate  relief  afforded  and  paid  out 
by  the  Visiting  Committees. 

The  Committee,  in  pursuance  of  their  duties  un.der  an- 
other resolution,  have  made  an  arrangement  with  the 
Bowery  Savings  Bank,  for  the  reception  of  the  portions 
assigned  to  the  widows  residing  in  this  city,  for  whom  it  is 
desirable  to  provide  a  more  permanent  support  than  can 
be  afforded  in  other  cases  • 

The  character  of  this  arrangement  will  be  seen  by  the 
papers  herewith  submitted.  When  it  takes  effect,  the 
Mayors  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn  and  the  President  of 
the  Mechanics'  Society  of  New  York,  and  their  successors 
in  office,  will  be  constituted  the  trustees  of  the  fund  depos- 
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ited  for  each  widow  and  her  children,  and  to  simpFify  the 
business  of  the  Irustecs,  they  will  execute  a  short  power  of 
attorney,  authorizing  the  widow  to  draw  her  monthly  al- 
lowance. This  arrangement  will,  it  is  helicved,  prevent 
the  too  free  use  and  the  misapplication  of  any  portion  of 
the  funds.  The  Brooklyn  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
Committee,  have  agreed  to  make  a  similar  arrangement 
with  the  Savings  Bank  of  tliat  city,  in  favor  of  the  widows 
and  children  residing  therein,  as  they  are  arranged  on  the 
sheet  to  which  your  Committee  liave  referred. 


M.  VAN  SCHAICK,! 

J.  VAN  NORDEN, 

J.  P.  MOORE, 

SETH  LOW,  r  Committee. 

G.  H.  FRANKLIN, 

E.  GRIFFIN, 


} 


Special 


The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  sums  recommended  to 

■ 

be  paid  adopted 

« 

The  several  sums  thus  awarded  and  paid  out,  will  be 
seen  by  reference  to  schedule  B. 

The  following  resolutions,  presented  by  Mr.  Van  Schaick, 
were  then  also  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York,  the 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  and  the  President  of  the 
(General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  their  successors  in  office,  be  the  trustees 
of  the  widows  and  children  for  whom  sums  may  be  depos- 
,  ited  in  the  Bowery  Savings  Bank  and  the  Bank  for  Savings 
in  Brooklyn . 

Resohedy  That  the  total  amount  awarded  to  the  sufierers 
residing  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  be  paid  to  the  gentlemen 
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from  that  city  who  are  members  of  this  Committee,  to  be 
dislribnled  by  thetn  to  the  suflerers,  or  deposiled  in  the 
Savings  Bank  of  Brook lyn,  as  the  case  of  the  beneficiaries 
respectively  may  require,  according  to  the  list  of  appor- 
tionment authorized  by  iliis  General  Committee. 

Resolved^  That  the  Special  Committee  pay  the  sums  for 
temporary  relief  awarded  to  the  other  sulTerers  named  in 
the  list,  and  that  they  deposit  the  sums  apportioned  to  the 
widows  and  children,  and  "all  others  for  permanent  relief, 
not  disposed  of  by  this  Committee,  in  the  Bowery  Savings 
Bank,  and  tliat  the  Committee  have  liberty  to  pay  a  part 
of  the  apportionment  made  to  any  individual  widow,  who 
may  be  able  to  use  the  same  discreetly. 

Resolvedy  That  the  deposits  to  be  made  in  the  Savings 
BankS|  under  the  preceding  resolutions,  are  to  be  made  so 
that  the  widow  may  draw  monthly  allowances,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  arrangement  made  with  the  Bowery  Savings 
Bank,  and  under  a  power  of  attorney  from  the  trustees  who 
have  been  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  the  rate  of  monthly  allowance  be  settled 
by  the  Special  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  draw  the  checks  which 
may  be  required  by  the  sub-Committee  to  carry  out  the 
resolutions  of  the  Committee. 

And  the  said  Special  Committee  was,  in  addition  there- 
to, authorized  to  apportion  such  surplus  funds  as  might  be 
subsequently  received  among  the  sufferers  as  they  should 
deem  proper,  and  also  directed  to  report  their  proceedings 
to  the  General  Committee  at  a  future  meeting  thereof. 
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At  the  said  meeting  of  the  19th  of  March,  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  lo  examine  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  also  pre- 
sented a  report  detailing  the  various  sums  received  as  con- 
tributions to  the  fund,  as  well  as  those  paid  out  to  parties 
for  temporary  relief. 

By  reference  to  the  list  of  contributions,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  workmen  in  the  following^  named  establishments 
and  shops  contributed  liberally  to  the  fund,  the  gross 
amount  thereof  being  $3385  89,  viz  : 

Book  bindery  of  Charles  Jenkins. 

Workmen  in  employ  of  Messrs.  C.  A.  Alvord,  G.  W. 
Wight,  Leonard  &  Wendt,  and  R.  Hoe  &  Co.,  occupying 
"  Hoe's  buildings,"  Gold  street. 

Workmen  employed  by  Messrs.  R.  Hoe  &  Co.,  in  their 
Broome  street  works. 

Gold  beaters  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Dean,  88  Chatham 
street. 

Workmen  in  Pianoforte  manufactory  of  Messrs.  Bacon 
&  Raven. 

Persons  in  employ  of  Henry  Spear,  printer,  corner  Wall 
and  Pearl  streets. 

Workmen  employed  by  Walworth,  Nason^  &  Guild,  and 
Pudney  &  Russell,  79  John  street. 

Workmen  in  employ  of  F.  F.  Austin,  Press  manufactu- 
rers and  machinists,  23  Centre  street. 

Proprietors  and  workmen  in  Columbian  foundry,  45 
Duanc  street. 
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Plate  printing  office  of  Robert  Milleri  81  Cliff  street. 

Printers  in  the  employment  of  John  R.  McGown,  57 

« 

Ann  street. 

Sailmakers,  through  Mr.  Putnam. 

Pianoforte  manufactory  of  A.   H.  Gale  &  Co.,  Third 
avenue,  corner  of  Thirteenth  street. 

Work  men.  employed   in   Lamp   manufactory  of  Dietz, 
Brother  &  Co. 

Persons  in  employ  of  Messrs.  Rich  &  Loutrel. 

Goldbeaters  in  employment  of  F.  W.  Waller,  in  Spruce 
and  William  streets. 

Workmen  and  apprentices  in  employ  of  S.  B.  Althause 
&  Co. 

Workmen  in  employ  of  Daniel  Adee,  printer,  107  Ful- 
ton street. 

Men  in  employ  of  G.  F.  Nesbitt,  corner  of  Wall  and 
Water  streets. 

Press  establishment,  16  Spruce  street. 

Isaac  Smith's  steam  Umbrella  manufactory,  257  Pearl 

street. 

• 

Workmen  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Norris,  Gregg  & 
Norris. 

Workmen  in  Phenix  Foundry,  West  street. 

Workmen  in  the  employ  of  Manhattan  Gas  Works,  foot 
of  Eighteenth  street,  North  river. 
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Men  and  boys  in  the  factory  of  Messrs.  Blunt  &  Syms. 

Workmen   in  the  establishment  of  H.  R.  Dunham  & 
Co.,  98  North  Moore  street. 

Workmen  employed  in  the   establishment  of  Secor  & 
Co.,  foot  of  Ninth  street,  East  river. 

•  • 

Richard's   and    Johnson's    Printing  establishment,   44 

Ann  street. 

Persons  employed  in  Genin's  hat  store. 

Workmen  of  Firth,  Pond  &  Co.,  No.  1  Franklin  square. 

Workmen  in  the  employ  of  H.  P.  Kennedy  &  Co.,  No. 
17  John  street. 

Establishment  of  William  E.  Burton,  Chambers  street* 

Workmen  in  the  employ  of  Mjssri.  ^eckham  &  Rum- 
rill,  17  John  street. 

Thomas  Bloomer's  Phenix  packing  box  manufactory,  40 
Gold  street. 

Lamp-lighters  and  others  in  the  Bureau  of  Lamps  and 
Ga«,  city  of  New  York. 

Worrall   8l  Co.'s  establishment,  on   Elm   and   Duane 
streets. 

Printing  department  of  American  Bible  Society. 

Men  employed  in  New  York  Tribune  office. 

Establishment  of  Wells  &  Webb,  No.  18  Dutch  street. 

Mechanics  and  operatives  of  the  Novelty  Iron  Works.. 

Hands  employed  in  the  ^'  Hope  Mills.." 
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Workmen  employed  in  Croton  Aqueduct  Department. 

Establishment  of  Firth  &  Hall. 
"  A  small  workshop." 
New  York  Post  Office. 

Frock'vn  Flint  Class  Company,  and  worjcmen  in  ttbeir 
'   employ. 

Machine  shop  of  Worthington  &  Baker,  Brooklyn. 

Union  White  Lead  Company,  Brooklyn. 

Spring  Garden  Foundry,  Philadelphia. 

Establishment  of  Wright,  Brothers  &  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

Establishment  of  Seth  Adams  &  Co.,  Boston. 

Also,  the  following  named  societies,  associations,  compa- 
nies, orders  and  schools,  contributed  the  sum  of  $1918  64: 

Young  Men's  Hebrew  Benevolent  Fund  Association. 

Bachelors'  Hebrew  Benevolent  Loan  Association. 

"  Club  for  the  promotion  of  pure  and  practical  Whist." 

Twenty-nine  members  of  the  First  Ward  Police. 

Members  of  the  Grerman  Hebrew  Benevolent  Society. 

«  New  York  Club." 

Temperance  meeting,  Union  Congregational  church. 

.  *^  Union  Club." 

Hook  and  ladder  company  No.  7,  Hariem. 

Hoboken  Fire  company  No.  1,  of  Hoboken,  N.  J. 
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Hudson  hose  company  No,  1,  Jersey  City. 

Hook  and  ladder  company  No.  4,  Brooklyn. 

Hose  company.  No.  24,  New  York. 

Ladies'  Relief  Fair,  Brooklyn. 

St.  John's  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Howard  Lodge,  No.  60,  L  0.  of  0.  F. 

Excelsior  Lodge,  No.  126,  L  0.  of  0.  F. 

Ocean  Lodge,  No.  321, 1.  0.  of  O.  F. 

Stranger's  Refuge  Lodge,  No.  4,  I.  0.  of  0.  F. 

Pilgrim  Lodge,  No.  243,  I.  0.  of  0.  F. 

Greneral  Society  of  Mechanics'  and  Tradesmen's  School, 
male  and  female  departmenls.  "  The  cheerfulness  with 
which  it  was  given,  both  by  the  pupils  and  teachers,  makes 
it  the  donation  of  the  cheerful  giver." 

Sunday  Scliool  of  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  corner  of 
Lafayette  place. 

Scholars  of  Ward  School  No.  23,  of  the  Eighth  Ward- 
male,  female  and  primary  departments. 

« 

Youth's  Bible  Class,  connected  with  the  Greene  street 
M.  E.  Church. 

Sabbath  School  Baptist  Berean  church,  corner  Houston 
and  Macdougal  streets. 

Pupils  of  Mr.  L.  Brooks'  Dancing  academy. 

Scholars  and  teachers  of  the  Brooklyn  Grammar  School. 

5 
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Sunday  School  of  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  Jersey 
City. 

Proprietors  of  Seamen's  bearding  houses,  masters,  mlites 
and  seamen  • 

The  various  churches  and  congregations  of  our  city,  as 
well  as  those  of  Brooklyn  and  Williamsburg,  and  other 
places,  also  contributed  liberally  towards  the  fund.  Of 
these  there  were  ninety-five,  and  the  total  amount  paid 
in  to  the  Treasurer,  from  them,  was. 

In  New  York, $8,514  64 

"   Brooklyn, 1,85190 

"  Williamsburg, 344  52 

"  Jersey  City, 6135 

"   Newtown,  L.  I., 40  56 

"   New  Haven,  Ct., 20  50 

Total, $10,732  37 

The  churches  are  as  follows  : 

IN  NEW  YORK. 

Calvary  P.  E.  Church,  Fourth  avenue ; 

St.  Thomas  P.  E.  Church,  Broadway ; 

Christ  P.  E.  Church,  Anthony  street; 

Church  of  Holy  Apostles,  P.  E.,  Ninth  avenue ; 

Grace  P.  E.  Church,  Broadway  ; 

Church  of  Ascension,  P.  E.  Fifth  avenue ; 

Church  of  Holy  Comforter,  P.  E.  (floating)  foot  of  Dey 
street ; 
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St,  Mark's  P.  E,  Church  ; 

St.  Bartholomew's  P.  E.  Church,  Lafayette  place; 
St.  Paul's  Chapel,' P.  E.,  Broadway ; 
Zion  P.  E.  Church,  Mott  street; 
Church  of  Annunciation,  P.  E.,  Fourteenth  street; 
St.  Clement's  P.  E.  Church,  Amity  street; 
French  P.  E.  Church,  "  Holy  Spirit,"  Franklin  street; 
.    Trinity  P.  E,  Church,  feroadvyay; 
St.  John's  P.  E.  Chapel,  Varick  street; 
St.  George's  P.  E.  Church  ; 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  in  Fifth  avenue; 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Mercer  street ; 
West  Twentieth  street  Pres.  Church  ; 
Pearl  street  ^'        " 

Brick  Church,  Pres.,  Dr.  Spring ; 
Seventh  Presbyterian  Church,  Broome  street ; 
Duane  street  Presbyterian  Church ; 
Spring    "  "  " 

Chelsea  ^'  '' 

Presbyterian  Church  in  University  place  ; 

Eleventh  Presbyterian  Church,  corner  Avenue  C  and 
Fourth  street ; 

Thirteenth  street  Pres.  Church  ; 

Harlem  "  « 

Reformed  Prot.  Dutch  Church,  in  Ninth  street; 

"  "        "  "        cr.  Greene  and  Broome ; 

"  "        "  "        Washington  square ; 
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« 

Reformed  Prot.  Dutch  Church,  Market  street ; 

"  "         "  '^         cor.Amosand  Bleecker; 

"  "         "  "         in  Twenty-first  street ; 

"  "         "  "         cor.  Broome  and  Grand ; 

Reformed  Prot.  North  Dutch   Church,  corner  William 
and  Fulton ; 

Reformed  Prot.  Dutch  Church,  Harlem  ; 

Providence  Baptist  Church,  Constitutional  Hall ; 

Norfolk  slreet  Baptist  Church  ; 

Oliver       ''  ''  " 

Sixth         ''  ''  " 

Amity       "  "      .    " 

Baptist  Berean  Church,  cor.  Houston  and  Macdougal ; 
First  Baptist  Church,  Broome  street; 

Hebrew  Congregation,  "  Chaar  Hashomaen  ;" 
"  "  "  Gates  of  Prayer,"  Wooster  st. ; 

"  "  "  Anshi  Chesed,"  Henry  street ; 

*'  "  "  Rodolph  Sholom,"  Attorney  st. 

Madison  street  Meth.  Epis.  Church; 
Allen        "  "  "  " 

Ninth        "  «  "  " 

South        "  "  "  '' 
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Bethel  ship,  (Meth.),  foot  of  Carlisle  street. 
Hamraond  street  Congregational  Church  ; 
Broadway  Tabernacle  ; 
Second  Universalist  Church,  Orchard  street; 
Fourth  Universalist  Church,  Murray  street; 
Church  of  Messiah,  Broadway  ; 
Third  Associate  Pres.  Church,  in  Charles  street; 
Associate  Pres.  Church,  cor.  Grand  and  Mercer; 
Moravian  Church,  cor.  Houston  and  Mott  streets  ; 
St.  Matthew's  Church,  Lutheran,  Walker  street ; 
True  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  in  King  street; 
First  Meth.  Prot.  Church,  Attorney  street. 

IN  BROOKLYN. 

Grace  P.  E.  Church  ; 

Church  of  our  Saviour,  P.  E.  ; 

St.  Luke's  P.  E.  Church  ; 

St.  Ann's  P.  E.  Church  ; 

Christ  P.  E.  Church; 

Christ  P.  E.  Church,  North  Brooklyn  ; 

Meth.  Epis.  Church,  York  street ; 

"  "  "        Rev.  Mr.  Norri?;  ; 

Centennary  M.  E.  Church  ; 
First  Pres.  Church; 
Second  "         « 
Central  Reformed  Prot.  Dutch  Church  , 


Doc.  No.  34.)  632 

Reformed  Prot.  Dutch  Church,  Rev.  Dr.  Dwi^ht-; 

Middle  Dutch  Church ; 

Pierpont  street  Baptist  Church  ; 

First  Baptist  Church ; 

St.  James  Roman  Catholic  Church; 

St.  Paul's      "  "  " 

First  Universalist  Church ; 

Congregational  Church,  Dr.  Lansings. 

IN  WILLIAMSBURGH. 

First  Meth.  Epis.  Church  ; 
Congregational  Church , 
Dutch  Reformed  Church ; 
Roman  Catholic  Church'; 
Universalist  Church  ; 
First  Baptist  Church. 

IN    JERSEY    CITY. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

IN    NEWTOWN,  L.  I. 

Reformed  Prot.  Dutch  Church. 

IN  NEW  HAVEN,  CT. 

St.  PauPsP.  E.  Church. 

The  Special  Committee,  having  completed  the  duty 
assigned  to  them,  report  finally  at  a  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Committee  on  the  2d  of  April,  as  follows : 


633  (Doc.  No.  34. 


City  Hall,  New  York,  > 
March,         1850.  J 

The  Special  Committee  who  were  directed  by  the  six 
resoliUioDs  of  the  General  Committee,  passed  at  their  last 
meeting,  to  close  up  the  business  of  distributing  the 
funds,  and  to  deposit  the  sums  apportioned  to  the  widows 
and  children  in  Savings  Banks,  and  to  report  on  the  con- 
clusion of  all  the  business  of  the  several  committees, 

RESPECTFULLY  REPRESENT : 

That  the  General  Committee  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
by  the  explosion  of  a  steam  engine  in  Hague  street,  com- 
posed of  members  of  the  Common  Council  and  other  citi- 
zens, whose  names  are  recorded  in  the  book  of  minutes 
kept  by  the  Committee,  commenced  the  execution  of  their 
duties  on  the  4th  of  February,  by  taking  the  most  prompt 
and  resolute  measures  to  furnish  aid  and  comfort  to  those 
individuals  and  families  whom  that  most  painful  disaster 
bad  injured,  or  had  suddenly*  thrown,  in  many  instances, 
into  a  condition  of  destitution  and  despair. 

To  visit  the  persons  and  families  who  were  involved  in 
the  calamity,  as  frequently  as  circumstances  required,  and 
to  examine  into  each  case  with  suitable  care  and  attention, 
was  a  labor  of  considerable  difficulty  and  great  importance, 
occupying  several  weeks  of  the  time  of  the  Committee. 

The  zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  the  requisite  and  proper 
assistance  was  in  all  cases  immediately  afforded,  and  the 
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prudence  with  which  the  investigations  were  conducted  by 
the  gentlemen  composing  the  Visiting  Committees,  and 
the  minute  and  discriminating  character  of  their  reports, 
are  characteristic  traits  of  an  educated  and  commercial 
community,  which  may  be  dwelt  on  with  the  highest 
satisfaction. 

The  General  Committee  having,  in  their  various  meet- 
ings, decided  upon  the  cases  for  temporary  relief,  and  ex- 
hibited in  the  settlement  of  them  the  greatest  attention  and 
assiduity,  finally  imposed  upon  the  Special  Committee  the 
duty  of  adjusting  such  particular  cases  as  the  General  Com- 
mittee had  not  examined  and  decided  ;  and  especially  the 
cases  of  the  widows  and  children  of  those  persons  who  had 
been  destroyed  by  the  explosion. 

This  duty  the  members  of-the  Special  Committee  have 
performed  with  all  the  solicitude  which  the  delicacy  and 
difficulty  of  making  a  final  and  satisfactory  apportionment 
among  the  most  important  and  interesting  class  of -the 
beneficiaries  appeared  to  require  ;  and  for  that  purpose, 
have  attended  at  the  Committee  room  .almost  every  day 
since  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Committee. 

The  General  Committee,  having  determined  that  the 
funds  apportioned  to  each  widow  with  children  should  be 
deposited  m  Savings  Banks,  under  a  restriction  to  draw  out 
a  limited  monthly  allowance,  with  some  latitude  of  discre- 
tion as  to  the  shares  of  the  widows  without  children,  and 
having  appointed  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York,  the 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  and  the  President  of  the 
General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  their  successors  in  office,  the   Trustees 
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of  said  widows  and  children,  an  arrangement  was  made  by 
your  Committee  with  the  Bowery  Savings'  Bank,  and  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  from  Brooklyn,  with  the 
Savings'  Bank  in  Brooklyn,  for  that  purpose. 

On  Friday,  the  29th  instant,  the  widows  were  assem- 
bled, under  the  care  of  the  V^isiting  Committee,  at  the 
Bowery  Savings'  Bank,  and  were  met  by  the  Trustees  of 
the  Widows'  Fund,  and  by  the  Special  Committee,  and  a 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  bank.  The 
widows  occupied  the  seats  around  the  bank  parlor,  and 
presented  the  appearance  of  a  most  respectable  company. 
Habited  in  mourning  garbs,  and  connected  with  an  event 
of  unusual  and  exciting  interest,  a  more  interesting  and  af- 
fecting sight  could  not  be  described.  Sacred  be  the  sor- 
rows of  the  wounded  in  heart !  The  silence  of  the  open- 
ing scene  was  deeply  impressive  ;  but  the  business  of  the 
meeting  soon  commenced,  and  was  conducted  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  bank  and  the  Committee,  with  the  most  respect- 
ful and  considerate  attention  to  the  feelings  and  the  situa- 
tion of  these  unfortunate  ladies.  The  funds  were  then 
deposited,  in  the  name  of  the  official  Trustees,  in  sep- 
arate books,  for  each  famil}''  or  widow,  under  the  special 
arrangements  which  had  been  made  ;  the  Trustees,  at  the 
same  time  confirming,  by  powers  of  attorney,  (printed  to 
conform  to  the  peculiar  and  novel  circumstances  of  the 
business,)  the  right  to  each  widow  to  draw  a  monthly  al- 
lowance, according  to  the  following  scale  : 

To  each  widow  with  5  children,  $9  a  month. 
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These  rates  were  adopted  by  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
consideration  that  if  a  family  has  the  means  secured,  be- 
yond a  peradvenliire,  of  paying  for  its  rent  and  fuel,  with 
a  little  surplus,  it  will  most  probably  be  within  the  ability 
of  a  mother,  with  perhaps  the  aid  of  a  grown  child,  to 
earn  what  may  be  necessary  for  their  food  and  clothing. 

Under  this  view  of  the  progress  of  its  absorption,  the  sum 
deposited,  and  the  interest  which  may  grow  due  thereon, 
will  be  a  sure  reliance  for  the  beneficiaries  for  several 
years ;  and  in  all  cases,  where  the  family  is  united  by  one 
heart  and  one  interest,  and  its  head  is  possessed  of  the 
higher  qualities  which  belong  to  the  domestic  character  of 
the  sex — those  of  industry,  frugality  and  devotion  to  the 
welfare  of  their  children — the  fund  may  be  preserved  en- 
tire, or  at  least  the  greater  portion  of  it,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  children  when  they  become  of  age. 

In  several  of  these  families,  some  of  the  young  people 
will  soon  be  competent  to  earn  a  little  money ;  and  if  it 
shall,  at  first,  be  only  enough  to  enable  them  to  purchase 
the  books  and  materials  necessary  to  employ  their  time 
and  attention  at  home,  so  as  to  keep  them  out  of  the 
streets,  and  from  the  seductions  of  places  of  amusement  at 
night,  the  foundation  may  be  laid,  in  their  ductile  minds, 
for  such  views  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
practices  of  private  duty,  and  such  habits  of  gentle  and 
rational  domestic  conduct  may  be  acquired,  as  will  conduce 
to  their  preservation  from  the  temptations  of  a  great  city, 
in  their  youth,  and  from  the  delinquencies  of  vicious 
thoughts  and  manners  in  after  life. 
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A  similar  form  of  proceedings  was  arranged  by  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Committee  from  Brooklyn  with  the  Savings' 
Bank,  in  that  cit}'^,  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren residing  therein,  and  the  money  deposited  in  the 
name  of  the  Trustees,  subject  to  a  scale  of  monthly  allow- 
ances to  the. widows,  by  virtue  of  their  powers  of  attorney, 
in  the  manner  before  described. 


Lists  of  the  names  of  the  widows,  and  the  sums  deposi- 
ted for  each,  are  annexed  to  this  report. 

An  exhibit  in  detail,  of  the  donors  and  their  gifts, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $27,240  68,  will  be  found  in 
schedule  A, 

And  the  disposition  which  has  been  made  of  this  large 
sum  of  money,  will  be  found  in  schedule  B. 

The  contributions  were  received  as  follows  : 

From  the  city  of  New  York, $23,648  12 

«       "      Brooklyn, 2,718  17 

•*       "      Philadelphia, 267  62 

Williarasburgh, 317  78 

Jersey  City, 106  36 

Hoboken, 60  00 

Other  places, 192  74 

927,200  68 


Doc.  No.  34.)  638 

The  sums  paid  out  are  as  follows  : 

To  and  on  accH  of  sufferers  in  New  York, $16,137  13 

"  "  "            Brooklyn, 6,164  25 

"  "  "  Williamsburgh,...  1,899  75 

"  "  ''  Westport,.  Ct., ...  725  00 

«  "  "            Norwallv,  Ct., 313  75 

"  "  "  Belvedere,  N.  J.,.  300  00 

"  "  "  Newark,  N.  J.,..  129  75 

"  .     "  "  Albany,  N.Y.,..  130  00 

**  "  "  Manayunk,  Pa.,..  150  00 

Paid  to  Messrs.  Brown,  Brothers  &  Co.,  to  be 
remitted  to  Mrs.  Ann  Zuill,  widow  of  James 
Zuill,  machinist,  aged  33,  No.  21,  Campbell's 
terrace,  Davis  street,  Boiighton  road,  Salford, 
near  Manchester,  England, 603  00 

Paid  to  the  same,  to  be  remitted  to  Madame  Bar- 
bara Eininger,  mother  of  Joseph  Eininger, 
aged  19,  demcuraut  dans  le  grand  rue  a 
Thaun,  departement  du  haut  Rhin  en  France, 
chez  monsieur  Hollvwag, 100  00 

$26,652  63 

Paid  expenses  as  follows  : 

Newspapers  in  this  city,  for  publication,$286  55 
Newspapers  in  Brooklyn,  messengers, 

postage,  discount  on  money,  &c.,. .      89  66 

Bad  money, , . . .      16  00 

Doorkeeper, 20  00 

Secretary, 135  84 

548  05 

$27,200  68 
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The  papers  which  contributed  the  whole  amount  of  their 
bills  for  printing : 

Courier  and  Enquirer, 
Evening  Post, 
Commercial  Advertiser, 
Journal  of  Commerce, 
Herald, 
Sun. 

There  has  been  paid  for  temparory  relief, $3,754  17 

For  more  permanent  aid  for  widows  and  for 

widows  and  children, 6,236  45 

In  New  York, 11,300  00 

"   Brooklyn, 2,988  00 

"    Manchester,  England 603  00 

"   Wiliiamsburgh, 1,100  00 

"   Westport,  Conn., 671  00 

16,662  GO 

$26,652  62 

« 

Deposits  have  been  made  in  the  Bowery  Savings'  bank 
for  the  following  persons  and  families,  in  the  name  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York,  the  Mayor  of  the  city 
of  Brooklyn,  and  the  President  of  the  General  Society  of 
Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  as  Trustees. 

Mrs.  Mary  F.  Osborn,  widow  of  Stephen  C.,...  $931  00 

Mrs.  Jane  Neely,  widow  of  Adam, 980  00 

Mrs.  Nancy  Ross,  widow  of  Robert, 795  00 

Mrs.  Angeline  M.  Crissy,  widow  of  Samuel  F.,.  785  00 

M^.  Rebecca  Osborn,  widow  of  Isaac  H.  B......  786  00 

Forward $4,277  00 


Doc.  No.  34.)  640 

Brought  forward $4,277  00 

Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Kearney,  widow  of  Jaraes,..  ••  945  00 

Mrs.  Orpah  Harvest,  widow  of  George, 696  00 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Hull,  widow  of  Eli, 561  00 

Mrs.  Caroline  Elizabeth  ^Iced,  wid.  of  Henry  N.  610  00 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Kelsey,  widow  of  Abraham  0.,..  615  00 
Mrs.  Catharine  Ann  Huggins,  widow  of  Alex- 
ander,   566  00 

Mfa,  Sarah  Ann  Lake,  widow  of  Seneca,..  ••  ••  463  00 

Mrs.  Sarah  R.  Whiting,  widow  of  Rufus  C,. .  • .  695  00 

Mrs.  Fidelia  Davis,  widow  of  George  H.. 671  00 

Mrs.  Jane  £.  Brooks,  widow  of  Leonard, 400  00 

Mary  Jane  Rogers,  orphan  daughter  of  John,.  • .  300  00 

Mary  Ann  Rix,  sister  of  Isaiah  Marks, 125  00 

Total, , $10,924  00 

Deposits  were  also  made  in  the  same  bank,  on  account 
of  the  following  named  persons  : 

Mrs.  Harriet  Crissy,  widow  of  James  S  Crissy,. .  $380  00 

Mrs.  Hester  Knowlton,  widow  of  Charles, 290  00 

Mrs.  Ann  Hampson,  widow  of  Joseph, 268  00 

Mrs.  Phebe  Egbert,  widow  of  Richard, 275  00 

Mrs.  Mary  Houghton,  widow  of  Hamilton,.. ..  320  00 
Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Lock  wood,  widow  of  Joseph,..  271  00 
Mrs.  Osborn,  mother  of  Isaac  H.  B.  and  Ste- 
phen C, 100  00 

Mrs.  Abigail  Hull,  mother  of  Eli, 50  00 

$1,954  00 

Deposits  were  made  in  the  Brooklyn  Savings'  Bank, 
ai  follows : 
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Mrs.  Ann  Maria  Granger,  widow  of  James, $600  00 

Mrs.  Angeline  H.Hurd,  widow  of  Edgar  P 550  00 

Mrs.  Mary  Dixon,  widow  of  Alexander, 550  00 

Mrs.  Mary  Hyde,  widow  of  George, 400  00 

Mrs.  Frederika  Burns,  widow  of  Patrick, 450  00 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Gullifar,  mother  of  James. .'. ....  300  00 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Dougherty,  mother  of  John  and 

Cornelius, 375  00 

Mrs.  Ellen  Mclntyre,  mother  of  Robert,  ....*.•.  350*  00 

Mrs.  Lavinia  Whitney,  mother  of  Lemuel  B...  123  00 

Mr.  Joseph  Collins,  father  of  William  and  James,  200  00 

Francis  Hyde, 200  00 

William   Quig, 1 10  00 

James  Powers, 100  00 

Bennet   Hyde  and  wife,  parents  of  Peter  and 

Francis, 130  00 

Orphan  sister  of  John  Thurston,. 200  00 

Mrs.  Hyde,  mother  of  George, 50  00 

$4,688  00 

The  number  of  persons  to  whom  aid  and  comfort,  and 
permanent  assistance  has  been  furnished,  are  as  follows: 

Widows  of  workmen  killed, 28 

The  children  of  22  of  these  widows 61 

Men  permanently  maimed  by  the  explosion, * . . .  2 

Men  and  boys  severely  and  slightly  wounded, 29 

Men,  for  loss  of  clothes  and  tools, 19 

Boys,  with  mothers  and  other  relatives  dependent,. . . .  10 

Funeral  expenses  paid  for  families, 10 

Forward ..............  r  .........•••..•. .  ,159 
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Brought  forward, •  •  • 159 

Fathers,  with  young  children,  whose  sons  were  killed,.  S 
Aged  mothers,  who  lost  sons  in  the  calamity,.  •  ••«•••  12 
Mothers,  dependent  on  tlieir  sons  who  were  killed,.  •  ••     3 

Young  children  of  said  mothers, 10 

Fathers  and  mothers,  with  children,  who  lost  sous,...  10 
Sisters  who  lost  brothers,  on  whom  they  were  partially 

dependent, 4 

The  young  orphan  daughter  of  a  man  who  was  killed,  ,  1 
The  young  orphan  sister  of  a  boy  who  was  killed,*. .  •     1 

302 

The  Committee  are  sensible  that  no  business  of  a  public 
nature  can  be  transacted,  which  may  not  be  liable  to  erro- 
neous animadversions.  They,  therefore,  deem  it  expedi- 
ent to  explain,  with  some  degree  of  minuteness,  those  fea- 
tures in  the  mode  of  distribution  by  the  Committee  which 
may  be  most  easy  of  inisconception. 

During  the  commencement  of  their  labors,  the  General 
Committee  adopted  the  resolution  of  paying  for  the  loss  of 
clothes  and  tools  to  a  limited  extent.  In  some  cases  the 
loss  to  poor^workmen  was  quite  as  great  as  if  they  had  been 
slightly  injured.  If,  under  these  circumstances,  there 
should  be  any  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  decision  which  was  made,  by  the  General  Committee, 
it  may  be  answered,  that  as  the  amount  distributed  in  that 
form  was  only  $449  75,  to  nineteen  persons,  and  as  the 
fund  has  been  ample  for  all  reasonable  puposes  of  relief, 
the  error,  if  any  has  been  committed,  is  not  of  serious  im- 
portance. 

In  all  cases  of  severe  injury  to  persons,  and  in  regard  to 
orphans  and  widows  with  children,  the  utmost  solicitude 
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hti  been  evinced  by  the  Committee,  that  the  largest  share 
of  the  eontributiooB  should  be  awarded  which  their  catee 
required,  and  a  fair  consideration  of  the  claims  of  the  lass 
unfortunate  sufferers  would  permit. 

The  schedule  of  the  distribution,  which  is  appended  to 
this  report,  contains  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  particu- 
lar circumstances  of  each  case ;  .but  it  is  scarcely  poasible 
to  arrange  all  the  points  of  comparison  which  have  entered 
into  the  settlement  of  the  different  cases  without  encouot- 
erisg  a  greater  elaboration  of  detail,  from  the  reports  of 
the  visitors,  than  the  enquiry  would  appear  to  require,  ot 
the  additional  expense  of  printing  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
reports  of  the  Visiting  Committees,  would  justify. 

In  apportioning  the  amounts  for  the  widows,  and  the 
widows  with  children,  the  Special  Committee  have  care- 
fully discriminated  in  favor  of  those  who  would  probably 
require  the  greatest  amount  of  assistance  ;  and  to  the  three 
widows  with  children,  whose  domestic  circumstances  were 
most  unfortunate,  they  have  addedyto  the  amounts  confirmed 
by  the  General  Committee  at  its  last  meeting,  seventy-five 
dollars  each,  from  the  surplus  on  band,  having  voted  the 
the  balance  of  that  surplus,  about  thirty  dollars,  to  Mr. 
Scott,  subject  to  the  payment  of  two  small  bills  which  have 
not  been  tendered. 

That  the  Committee  have  had  some  difficulty  in  satisfy- 
ing their  own  minds  in  every  case,  may  be  illustrated  by 
the  following  instance :  Two  widows,  each  having  five 
children — one  of  them  has  a  boy  seventeen  years  old,  but 
two  of  her  other  children  will  probably  never  be  able  to 
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work.  The  eldest  in  the  other  family  is  eight  and  a  half 
years  old,  but  the  children  are  all  sound.  On  these  piemi- 
,  which  family  is  entitled  to  the  largest  apportionment  t 


Thus,  in  every  classification,  the  various  circumstances 
of  the  several  cases,  have  influenced  the  decision  of  the 
Committee,  and  always  in  favor  of  those  families  whidi 
appeared  to  be  most  helpless  and  dependent. 

The  Cieneral  Committee  have  now  the  agreeable  doty 
to  perform,  of  returning  the  thanks  of  the  sufferers  to  the 
lonors  of  the  fund  collected  for  their  relief. 

Schedule  B  contains  the  names  of  the  persons  destroyed 
or  injured,  the  nature  of  the  losses  sustained,  and  the 
amount  awarded  to  each  beneficiary.  The  citizens  who 
have  contributed  to  the  fund,  will  be  gratified  with  the  pe- 
rusal of  that  document ;  for  while  it  constitutes  a  memorial 
of  their  benificence,  it  exhibits  numerous  cases  of  loss  and 
injury  which  must  have  resulted  in  extreme  suffering  with* 
out  the  interposition  of  their  prompt  and  liberal  aid. 

Frequent  as  have  been  the  demands  on  this  communis 
for  pecuniary  means  to  relieve  distress,  on  no  former  occa- 
sion has  the  response  of  the  philanthropist  and  the  Christian 
been  made  with  more  freedom  and  good  will.  This  heart- 
cheering  feature  in  the  character  of  the  movement  in  favor 
of  the  sufferers,  may  be  attributed,  in  a  great  degree  to  the 
reputation  for  good  and  respectable  conduct,  which  the 
boys  and  young  men,  and  middle  aged  men  enjoyed,  who 
perished  in  the  disaster.  They  were  a  body  of  workmen 
remarkable  for  their  moral  worth ;  and  accordingly  the 
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beat  feelings  of  our  humane  and  generous  fbllow-cili- 
zens  were  enliited  in  favor  of  the  widows  and  children^ 
and  the  mothers  and  other  relatives  who  were  dependent 
on  the  fruits  of  their  industry  for  support. 

The  Committee  have  been  induced,  by  a  sense  of  justice 
to  their  fellow-citizens  in  New  \York  and  Brooklyn,  and 
other  places,  to  allude-in  terms  of  uncommon  satisfaction 
to  the  ample  aid  which  they  promptly  furnished  for  the 
relief  of  the  sufferers  by  this  calamity,  and  while  they  cel- 
ebrate the  benevolence  of  the  donors  to  the  funds  in  gen- 
eral, they  feel  great  pleasure  in  the  acknowledgment  that 
the  proprietors  of  the  public  press  have,  in  proportion  to 
their  ability,  relinquished  the  whole  or  a  part  of  their  bills 
for  printing. 

It  is  proper  also  to  speak  of  the  services  of  their  secretary 
Mr.  Scott.  The  exact  information  acquired  by  him  in  re- 
lation to  the  personal  sufferers,  and  the  widows,  children, 
fathers,  mothers  and  other  relatives  of  the  deceased  and 
badly  injured,  and  his  patient  labor  of  detail,  were  of  in- 
dispensable utility  to  the  Committee,  and  in  awarding  him 
the  small  sum  of  $135  84  cents  for  his  services,  subject  to 
the  payment  before  mentioned,  they  have  scarcely  remu- 
nerated a  most  indefatigable  and  attendant  officer. 


M.  VAN  SCHAICK, 
JAS.  VAN  NORDEN, 
SETH  LOW, 
SYLVANUS  S.  WARD, 
JOHN  P.  MOORE, 
O.  H.  FRANKLIN, 
EDMUND  GRIFFIN, 


Special 
Committee 
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Th«  eharirmaa  of  the  Speeia!  CommitleOy  Mr.  Yas 
Sobaiok)  stdMeqvently  addressed  a  letter  to  Measrs.  BrbWB, 
Arotken  Jt  Co.,  through  whose  house  ihe  money  i^pFO- 
priated  to  Mrs.  Ziiiil  and  Mrs.  Eininger,  was  transmitted^ 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

HaGITB  StUET  COBIMITTEn  R00M5    > 

No.  6  City  HAUi,  MiJioH  36,  I860. 1 

Mbssks.  Bhowv,  Bbothxbs  ft  Co. : 

Gektucmsn  : — Enclosed  you  will  find  two  checks,  drawa 
by  Jacob  V*  Oakley,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Hague  str^ 
Committee,  on  the  Seventh  Ward  Baiik,  in  your  favor. 


for  $603. 
One  for  $100. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee,  to  request  that  you 
win  be  so  good  as  to  order,  through  your  bankers  or  cor- 
respondents in  England  and  France,  the  payment  of  the 
above  sums  of  money,  less  the  expenses,  as  follows : 

To  Ann  Zuill,  with  S  children,  widow  of  James  Zuill, 
machinist,  aged  about  thirty-three  years,  who  perished  by 
the  explosion  of  the  steam  engine  in  Hague  street,  the  sum 
of  $603. 

To  Madame  Barbara  Eininger,  the  mother  of  Jooeph 
Eininger,  aged  about  nineteen  years,  who  perished  in  the 
same  disaster,  $100. 

Mrs.  Zulu  lives  at  No.  81,  CkimpbelPs  Terrace,  Davis 
street,  Boughton  road,  Salford,near  Manchester,  England. 
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M  adaaie  Eininger^demeiinuildkmtfe  gnttid  rmft  [Tbani^ 
d«partiBeDte  da  h«uc  Rhin  eu  FVanoet)  ches  Mcnesr 
HoUvwag. 

This  money  is  part  of  k  eontrilMitidii  of  about  $27,000 
given  by  the  citizens  of  New  York  and  vicinity,  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  suffered  by  the  disaster,  being  in  all, 
direct  and  collateral,  about  202  persons,  and  has  been  ap- 
portioned by  the  Committee,  in  pursuance  of  the  best  in- 
formation they  could  acquire,  and  the  best  judgment  they 
eouM  form  of  each  case  of  snffering. 

With  much  respect, 

M.  VAN  SCHAICK, 
Chairman  of  Special  Committeem 

A  letter  was  also  transmitted  to  Mrs.  Eininger,  advising 
her  of  the  remittance,  as  follows : 

New  Tobk,  Ma&ch  27,  I860. 

Madame  Barbaba  Eininqeb: 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  citisens  of  New  York) 
to  furnish  aid  to  the  sufferers  by  the  explosion  of  a  steam 
engine  in  Hague  street,  consider  that  your  son  was  in 
the  habit  of  sending  you  a  small  part  of  his  earnings, 
and  for  that  reason  the  Committee  desire  to  contribute 
soinewhat  to  your  comfort,  from  the  fund  placed  at  their 
disposal,  and  accordingly  you  will  receive  one  hundred 
dollars. 

The  Committee  do  not  suppose,  that  any  money  can  be 
a  remuneration  for  the  loss  of  a  dear  and  excellent  boy 
of  the  good  qualities  which  your  son  possessed  ;  but  they 
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iluiik,  ^hai  ia  tmfttiDg  you  as  if  yon  were  a  nadre  of  tbit 
fiounCryi  they  show  towards  you  the  greatest  respect  aad 
pay  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  your  beloved  son. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

M.  VAN  SCHAICK, 

Chairman. 

A  similar  letter  of  advise  was  written  to  Mrs.  Zuill. 

Messrs.  Brown,  Brothers  &.  Co.  subsequently  addsesHsda 
letter  to  Mr.  Van  Schaick,  informing.him  of  the  remittance 
of  the  sums,  as  follows  : 

New  York,  6th  Mat,  1860. 

M.  Van  Schaick,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  Committee  for  the 
sufferers  by  the  Hague  street  explosion : 

DsAa  SiE : — Our  Liverpool  house,  Brown,  Shipley  &* 
Co.,  write  us  as  follows,  upon  receipt  of  the  amounts  hand- 
ed us  by  you,  to  be  transmitted  to  some  of  the  relatives  of 
the  sufferers  on  the  other  side  of  the  water : 

^^  The  two  drafts  enclosed  in  yours,  for  the  relief  of  the 
sufferers  by  the  Hague  street  explosion,  have  been  duly 
forwarded,  the  one  for  J8124  9^.  5d.,  in  favor  of  Ann 
Zuill,  to  Messrs.  A.  &  S.  Henry  &  Co.,  and  the  other  to 
a  party  in  France,  who  will  see  that  they  are  handed  to 
the  parties  for  whom  they  are  intended.'' 

We  are,  dear  sir, 

yours  truly, 

BROWN,  BROTHERS  &  CO. 
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A  letter  was  afterwards  received  from  Mrs.  ZuiU,  ad* 
dressed  to  Mr.  Van  Schaick,  advising  him  of  the  receipt  of 
the  funds  apportioned  to  her,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy  : 

31   Cabipbell's   Terrace,  Davis  street,    / 
Boughton  roadj  Salford,  near  Manchester* ) 

To  M.  Van  Schaick,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  3?th 
March,  and  beg  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  yoo  and  to 
the  Committee,  for  their  kind  and  munificent  gift  to  me 
and  my  children,  by  their  directing  Messrs.  A.  &  S.  Henry 
and  Co.,  of  this  town,  to  pay  me  the  handsome  sum  of  six 
hundred  and  three  dollars,  and  further,  to  express  my  feel- 
ings, although  it  pleased  God  to  take  from  me  my  only 
support  in  this  world,  yet  notwithstanding,  I  would  have 
been  entirely  destitute,  if  it  had  not  been  through  your 
kindness  in  enabling  me  to  provide  for  my  young  family. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

your  most  obt.  servant, 

ANN  ZUILL. 

The  General  Committee  have  thus  reported  their  doings 
in  the  matter  with  which  they  were  charged — ^the  reception 
and  distribution  of  funds  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
the  terrible  calamity  in  Hague  street,  on  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1850. 

Before,  however,  closing  their  report,  they  cannot  refrain 
from  alluding,  in  terms  of  praise,  to  the  several  parties  who. 
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» 

on  th«l  occasion,  aid^d  in  the  noble  and  huinatte  eflbrH  to 
readne  th^  living,  as  well  as  to  reclaim  the  dead  from  Ito 
rokis  within  which  they  urere  buried. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Chief  of  Police,  the  Chief 
Sn^ineer  of  the  Fire  Department,  Zophar  Mills  and  W* 
McKeller,  Esqs.,  large  bodies  of  the  Police  and  Fire  De- 
partments, and  a  number  of  others  of  our  roost  respectable 
and  honored  citizens,  together  with  the  members  of  fire 
engine  oompany  No.  3,  of  Williamsburgh,  were  theiei  and 
labored  incessantly  the  whole  of  Monday  and  the  ancoeed* 
iog  night,  to  clear  away  the  ruins,  and  thereby  to  resona 
all  that  might  still  survive  the  disaster. 

Dr.  Traphagen  and  his  estimable  lady,  exhibited,  m 
their  devoted  attentions  to  the  wounded,  many  of  whom 
Were  taken  to  their  residence,  the  liveliest  sjrmpathy  for 
their  sufieringps.  Their  house  was  generously  opened  and 
prepared  to  receive  these  unfortunate  persons,  as  well  as  to 
warm  and  refresh  those  who  were  working  at  the  ruins. 

The  Common  Council,  impressed  with  the  generous  and 
noble  exertions  of  the  firemen  of  our  city,  passed  com- 
plimentcu-y  resolutions,  tendering  their  thanks  to  them, 
as  well  as  to  the  members  of  fire  engine  No.  3,  of  WiJU 
I,  for  their  zealous  services  on  the  occasian^ 


The  resolutions  alluded  to  are  as  follows : 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Common  Council  are 
eminently  due,  and  the  same  are  hereby  tendered  to  the 


661  (Doc.  Mo.  34. 

^  Fm  Department  of  the  city  of  New  York,"  for  the  nal- 
•Oi  and  ontiriDg  energies  displayed  by  them  in  endeavor^ 
ing  to  fescne  the  nnfortunate  persons  who  were  bailed  im 
the  ruins  of  the  fire  and  explosion  in  Hague  street^  on  the 
4th  day  of  February,  1850. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Common  Council  of 
New  York  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  members  of  fire 
engine  company  No.  3,  of  Williamsburgh,  for  the  efficient 
services  rendered  by  them  in  endeavoring  to  rescue  the 
unfortunate  persons  who  were  buried  in  the  ruins  of  the 
fire  and  explosion  in  Hague  street,  on  the  4th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, I860. 

Resolved^  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  cause 
a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions  to  be  duly  authenticated, 
and  transmitted  to  the  ^^  Fire  Department  of  New  York," 
and  to  engine  company  No.  3,  of  Williamsburgh. 

Copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  were,  in  accordance 
with  the  last  one«  transmitted  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Council  to  the  Fire  Department  of  this  city,  as  well  as  to 
the  Williamsburgh  engine  A)mpany  No.  3. 

•  The  Committee  have  not  deemed  it  necessary,  nor  as  a 
part.of  their  duties,  to  inquire  into  the  probable  causes  of 
the  explosion — this  has  been  done  by  the  proper  and  legal 
party.  Their  duty  has  been  to  provide  for  those  who  have 
suflered  by  the  calamity — for  the  wounded  and  the  maimed, 
the  widow  and  the  orphan ;  and  in  the  result  of  this  duty, 
which  their  report  exhibits,  they  have  cause  to  congratulate 
their  fellow  citizens  that  the  stream  of  liberality  has  flown  so 
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bountiAilly ;  and  although  it  may  not  heal  the  broken 
hearti  or  restore  to  the  widow  her  husband,  yet  it  may  saife 
from  want  the  afflicted  family,  and  aid  in  the  proper  rear- 
ing and  education  of  the  children  who  have  been,  made 
orphans  by  the  calamity. 

EDMUND  GRIFFIN, 

DANIEL  DODGE, 

WARREN  CHAPMAN, 

JAMES  H.  COOK, 

GEO.  H.  FRANKLIN, 

JACOB  F.  OAKLEY, 

MORGAN  MORGANS,  Presidbht, 

Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

S.  L.  H.  WARD, 

FLORENCE  McCARTHY, 

ALONZO  A.  ALVORD, 

OSCAR  W.  STURTEVANT,  Pbesidbmt, 

Committee  on  part  of  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen. 

M.  VAN  SCHAICK, 
SYLVANUS  S.  WARD, 
RICHARD  E.  MOUNT, 
JAMES  VAN  NORDEN, 
HENRY  T.  INGALLS, 
JOHN  P.  MOORE, 
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APPENBII. 


(A) 


LIST 

OF  CONTUBUTIONS   KECEIVED    BY   THE  TREASURER  OF  THE 
RELIEF   COMMITTEE,   FOR   THE  BENEFIT  OF  THE   SUF- 
FERERS  BY  THE   HAGUE   STREET   CALAMITY 

Feb.    6.  From*"  A  Friend $50  00 

Cash 5  00 

Cash 5  00 

Cash...* 5  00 

74  Broadway 25  00 

$90  00 

Feb.    7.  Archibald  Hall,  Esq 10  00 

39  Nassau  street 20  00 

James  Derickson 10  00 

Boookbindery  of  Chas.  Jenkins  58  00 

Cash 5  00 

Myndert  Van  Schaick,  Esq. .  •     50  00 
Silas  Bronson,  Esq 50  00 

Samuel  I.  Engle 10  00 

Forward $90  00 


656  (Doc.  No.  34. 

Brought  forward... f90  00 

N.  M.  Slidell 6  00 

By  the  hands  of  Hon.  C.  S. 
WooohuU :— From  P.  R.  U. 
#20;  T.  S.  Faxton,  |100; 
J.  A.  £.,  Philadelphia,  |6..  125  00 

By  A.  Taylor  &Co~&om  Wal- 
worthy  Nason  &  Guild,  $26 ; 
Jos.  L.  Dejonge,  $15  i  Beach 
Brothers,  $100 ;  R.  Hoe  & 
Co.  $100 ;  New  York  Post 
Office,  pec  Wm.  V.  Brady, 
E8q.$205 44600 

From"C." 260  00 

From  "  A  Friend  " 1  00 

From  William  Mackay 20  00 

From  the  '^  Club  for  the  pro- 
motion of  pure  and  practical 
Whist," 30  00 

From  D.  Willets 10  00 

From  S.  B.  Chittenden 250  00 

From  Peter  GHanorian,  (collec- 
tion made  by  him) 72  00 

From  Hon.  Charles  P.  Daly . .     25  00 

From  Messrs.  Oreeley  &  McEl- 
lath 100  00 

From  Charles  Abel r. . . .     10  00 

From  John  Colby,  being  the 
amount  contributed  by  work- 
men in  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
C.  A.  Alvord,  G.  W.  Wight, 

Forward $90  00 


Doc.  Nci||34.)  666 

Brought  forward $90  00 

Leonard  8l  Wendt,  and  R. 

Hoe     &     Co.,    occupyinjf 

''Hoe's    Buildings,"    Gold 

street 60  00 

— —    1616  00 

Feb.  8.  From  a  young  lady  in  the  Fif- 
teenth Ward 910  00 

By  Gerard  Hallock,  Esq.,  being 
the  sums  left  at  the  Office  of 
Journal  of  Commerce 238  00 

From  Messrs  Hitchcock  and 
Leadbeater. •«..••• 26  00  . 

From  Silas  C«  Herring,  Esq. .  •     50  00 

From  Messrs.  G.  G.  Gunther 
&Sotis 26  00 

From  Messrs.  Syz,  Irminger  & 
Co 10  00 

From  Messrs.  J.  R.  Jaffray  & 
Sons 50  00 

Cash 6  00 

From  Messrs.  Williamson  & 
Burns 25  00 

From  Jacob  Harsen,  Esq 26  00 

From  Messrs.  Wm.  P.  Miller  & 
Co 25  00 

From  A.  A.  Hardman,  Esq.  •  •       5  00 

Cash 5  00 

From  Miss  M.  Livingston.  •  •  •       2  00 

From  "  Sympathising  Friend'^  100  00 

Forward |1,706  00 


6&7  (Doc.  No.  34. 

Brought  forward $1,706  00 

From  Howard  Lodge^  No.  60,  • 

I.O.ofO.F 61  00 

From  H.  J.  Sandford,  Esq.,  per 

Hon.  C.  S.  WoodhuU 100  00 

From  workmen  employed  by  > 

Messrs.  R.  Hoe  &  Co.,  in 
their  Broome  street  works, 
per  A.  J.  Bowen,  Esq.,.."..     78  00 

From  gold  beaters  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Mr.  Dean,  88  Chat* 
ham  street 6  31 

From  "R."..^ 1  00 

From  "R.  W."  per  R.  E. 
Mount 5  00 

From  Messrs.  C.  &  L.  Denison 
8l  Co ..." 26  00 

Cash  placed  in  hands  of  Capt. 

James  Leonard,  of  Second 

District  Police 25  00 

901  31 

Feb.    9.  From  C.  O.  H 10  00 

John  Johnston,  Esq 50  00 

Workmen  in  pianoforte  man- 
ufactory of  Messrs  Bacon  & 
Raven 57  50 

C.  Coles 5  OO 

Gerard   Hallock,   Esq.,  being  ^ 
the  sums  left  at  the  oflBce  of 
Journal  of  Commerce 45  00 

Wm.  D.  Abbott&Co 25  00 


Forward |2,607  31 


Dm*  No*  84*)  666 

Bcought  forward* $2,60?  31 

Oash 6  00 

^^  16  Murray  street,"  pet  Hon* 

C.  S.  Woodhutl 6  00 

Messrs.  Vyse  &  Seas 60  00 

Messrs.  Woodward  tu  Ryberg, 

per  Harper  &  Brothers*  •  *  •  •  .   6  00 

S.  M.  &L.,per  A*  P.  H.**  30  00 

Cuh,  per  Harper  &  Brothers.  6  00 

Cash,  per  J.  P.  Moore,  Esq..  *  22  00 

Francis  Burrett 20  00 

A 6  00 

J.C .......  26  00 

Seth  Fi8h,£sq l&OO 

A.  O.  Badger,  Esq 5  00 

Four  Boys,  106  Amity  street. .  4  00 
Jas.  Barrow,  Esq.  per  ME*  Van 

Schaick,  Esq 6  00 

Jas.  S.  Libby^Esq.  Lovejoy's 

Hotel 60  00 

J.  H.  Coster,  Esq., per  0.  W. 

Sturtevant,  Esq, 26  00 

Jobu  Oothout,  Esq.,  per  A.  A. 

Alvord,  Esq^ 20  00 

Hudson  Hose  Co.,  No.  1,  Jer- 
sey City 26  00 

Isaac  Fryer,  Esq 6  00 

Excelsior  Lodge,  No.  126,  I. 

O.ofO.F 100  00 

C.  E.  B 10  00 

C.  M.  Newville 6  00 


Forward $2,607  31 


069  (Doc.  No.  34. 

Brought  forward ...$2,607  31 

A •  Leaman •••     10  00 

^Relief," :.       2  00 

R.  B.  Clark,  being  amount  of 
collection  made  bj  him  in 
Washington  Market 61  60 

S.  Draper,  Esq 60  00  . 

E.  P.  Christy,  Esq 100  00 

D.  B.  Campbell,  per  Hon.  C. 
S.  WoodbuU 20  00 

E«  B.    Clayton   &  Son,  per 

Hon.  C.  S.   WoodhuU....     26  00 

^Louis"..., 1  00 

Henry  Spear,  printer,  corner 
Wall  and  Pearl  streets,  in 
behalf  of  those  in  his  employ     16  00 

Wm.  T.  Cresson  &  Co.  Phil- 
adelphia,  being  amount  ooU 
lecttd  in  Spring  Garden  Foun- 
dry, per  J.  O.  Bennett,  Esq.,    48  03 

Wm.   Howland,  Esq...4....       6  00 

Philip  Hone,  Esq 25  00 

Workmen  employed  by  Wal- 
worth, Nason  &  Guild,  and 
Pudney  &  Russell,  79  John 
street,  per  T.  M.  L 46  60 

R,  &S 20  00 

Workmen  in  the  employ  of 
F.  J.  Austin,  Press  Man- 
nfacture^'  and  Machinist,  23 
Centre  street % . . . .     34  00 

Forward |2,607  31 

9 


Doc.  No.  34»)  MO 

Brought  forward.  .••.•• $2,607  31 

iStB.  A.  M.  Bruen S6  00 

By  Robert  M  •  Bruce,  Esq . ,  be- 

iog  collections  made  by  him 

from  the   following  named 

gentlemen,  to  wit : 

Corliet,  Hay  dock  &  Ca $60  00 

Austen  &  Spicer. ..•••••••••  50  00 

Wilmerdings  &  Mount 50  00 

Anderson,  Starr  &  Co 50  00 

J.  &R.  Bruce  &Co 50  00 

^    Wight,  Sturges  &  Shaw 50  00 

Zophar  Mills 50  00 

F..Cottenet&  Co 50  00 

Fosters  &  Livingston 20  00 

Lawrence,  Trimble  &  Co....  25  00 

Moran  &  Iselin 25  00 

Fearing  &  Hall... 25  00 

Allen,  Hazen&Co 26  00 

Russ,  Brothers  &  Co 25  00 

C.  F.  Harris 25  00 

H     •  Arnold  &  Co 25  00 

T.  Donnelly  &  Co 25  00 

Lord  &  Taylor ^.......  25  00 

John  Rudderow  &  Co 25  00 

Ashton  &  Oillilan, 25  00 

McCall  &  Strong 26  00 

Robert  Bruce 20  00 

R.   McCoskry 26  00 

Henrys,  Smith  &  Townsend . .  25  00 

Geo.  T.  Adee 20  00 

Forward $2,607  31 


mi  (Doc.  No.  34. 

Brought  forward |2,607  31 

Wolfe  &  Qillespie SO  00 

Paton  &  Stewart S5  00 

JohD  GihoD  &  Co 26  00 

Marsh,  Booth  &  Co ^00 

BealB,  Bush  &  Co S6  00 

H.                     &SoBS 35  00 

Jobn  M.  Bruce'aSoD S6  00 

W.  C.  Langle;  &  Co 25  00 

Hoft  &  TilliDghast 36  00 

Willard  4,  Wood 25  00 

J.  &  J.  Stuart  &  Co 26  00 

Bock,  SwBD  &  laglia 26  00 

H.  A.  Smythe 20  00 

Stanton,  Barnes  ft  Hamilton.  20  00 

Kessler  &.  Co SO  00 

P.  &T.  Hayden..*. 25  00 

Walih  &  Mallory 10  00 

Churchill  &  Wetmore....'. ..  10  00 

&  Tiffany 10  00 

Hart,  Morehouse  &  Merritt...  10  00 

R.  Barrows 10  00 

W                      &Co 10  00 

Geo.  Hastings  &  Co 10  00 

E. 'Carter  &.  Co 10  00 

John  J.  Smith 10  00 

Olcott,  McKesson  &  Co 10  00 

T.  W.  Reimer 10  00 

Woodward  &  Connor 10  00 

Treadwell  &  Gould.. 10  00 

J.  O.  W.  S.  &  Co 10  00 

T.B 1000 


Forward |2,607  31 


Doc.  1^0.  34.)  062 

* 

Brought  forwatd |2,607  31 

S.O ,......, 10  00 

•       H , ,...     10X» 

Cash 10  00 

C.  B.  Waldo 10  00 

D.  Bell 5  00 

Townsend ••••       5  00 

M • 5  00      • 

Mr.T , 6  00 

F.  at  D-.- 6  00 

H.  &S 6  00 

Wateri 5  00 

V.N 5  00 

Cash  from  many  persons. •  •  •  •  43  00 

1473  00  2,683  53 

Feb.  11.  Collection  in  Harlem  Presby- 
terian Church 23  00 

Collection  in  Christ  Prot.  £• 
Church,  North  Brooklyn ...     30  00 

"A." 1  00 

M.  Morgan,  Esq.,  per  H,  Mor- 
gan, Esq 25  00 

John  Colville 10  00 

St  John's  Grand  Lodge  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of 
the  State  of  New  York. ...  100  00 

Charles  N.  Talbot,  Esq 25  00 

Girard  Hallock,  Esq.,  sums 
left  at  the  office  of  Journal 
of  Commerce 115  00 


Forward $5,190  84 


0 


663  (Doe.  No.  34; 

Brought  forward.  • |6,190  84 

Collection  in  Fourth  Universa- 

list  church,  in  Murray  street  180  00 

George  W.  Powers,  Esq 25  00 

Bartlett  Smith,  Esq S5  00 

Collection  in  Sunday  school 
Reformed  Dutch  church,  La- 
fayette place SO  34 

«  A  Friend'' 10  00 

Messrs.  Norris,  Qregg  &  Norris    30  00 

J.  B.  Miller,  Canal  street 6  00 

Collection  in  Dutch  Reformed 
church  in  Twenty-first  street 
per  Wra.  Allison^  treasurer.     63  66 

Messrs.  E.  Fabreguettes,  Fits  & 
Morra 10  00 

Messrs.  Benj.  De  Forrest  &,  Co. 

.    per  R.  E.  Mount..... 60  00 

From  several  persons  iti  Zion 
church,  Mott  street,  per  J. 

Van  Norden SO  00 

W..  M.  Titus,  Esq.,  per  W. 

Chapman,  Esq 86  00 

Burr  Schucbardt,^Esq .\ »     26  00 

John  Leveridge,  Esq.  • 26  00 

By  D.  A*  Alvord,  Esq.,  from 

D.   &  A.  Kingsland,  $10; 

Mr.   Moffat,  910;  E.    Hol- 

brook,  910;   M.   H.  Griti- 

nell,  |10 ;  G.  Cleland,  $5.  46  00 
Messrs.  Coman,  Hopkins  &  Co.  26  00 
James  C.  Wetmore 6  00 

Forward. $6,190  84 


Doo.  No.34)  664 

Brought  forward $5,190  84 

Proprietors  and  workmen  in 

Columbian  Foundry,  45  Du- 

ane  street »•••«.  150  00 

From  Plate  printing  office  of 

Robert  Miller,  81  Cliff  st. . .     11  75 
Collection  in  Dutch  Reformed 
/  church,   corner  of  Broome 

and  Greene  streets,  per  L. 

W.  Kip,  treasurer 100  97     w 

Collection  in  Presby.  church 

in  Mercer  street. 877  47 

Charles  Mingo,  Esq 2000 

From  dealers  in  hats,  caps  and 

hatters'  goods,. 600  00 

Collection  in  Calvary  church. 
Fourth  avenue,  per  D.  H. 
Hoyt,  Esq.,  trieasurer.  • . . .  •  305  95 

Printers  in  the  employ  of  John 
R.  McGown,  57  AnnsU..     15  25 

From  Sail-makers,  per  Mr. 
Putnam 11175 

Brother  and^  Sister 2  18 

Messrs.  J.  &  A.  Petrie S5  00 

John  Nicholson,  Esq 30  00      *  . 

Young  Men's  Hebrew  Benevo- 
lent Fund  Association,  per 
H.  B.  Herts,  Jr.,  President,    25  00 

Messrs*  Wilson  O.  Hunt  &  Co., 
per  Hon.  C.  S.  Woodhull,    25  00 

Forward $5,190  84 


666  (D 

Brought  forward .  •  •  •  • • ....  $6, 190  84 

Messrs.  A.  H.  Gkle&Co.,  cind 
those  engaged  in  their  Piano 
Forte  faetory,  Third  avenue, 
corner  of  Thirteenth  street  ••    67  25 

J.  E.  Poisseau,  Esq,,per  Hon. 
C.  S.  Wooduhll 60  00 

Collection  in  Saint  Thomas's 
church,  Broad  way,  per  Rev. 
Dr.   Whitehouse r...  160  00 

Messrs.  Dietz,  Brother  &  Co.,    60  00 

Workmen  employed  in  lamp 
manufactory  of  Dietz,  Bro« 
&  Co.,  per  H.  Merrill. •  •  •  •  •     61  00 

Messrs.  Rich  &  Loutrel  and  per- 
sons in  their  employ*  • 38  60 

Lewis  Adams •      6  00 

Goldbeaters  in  employ  of  F. 
W.  Waller,  in  Spruce  and 
William  streets 8  50 

Dr.  Henry  G.  Dunnell 10  00 

Wm.  Taylor,  Esq.,  Philadel- 
phia, per  Phelps,  Dodge  8l  Co.  100  00 

L*  Bradley,  Lockport,  Niagara 
county,  N.  Y.,  being  amount 
contributed  on  board  ship 
Glen  more,  on  passage  from 
San  Francisco  to  Panama, 
for  publication  of  certain  re- 
solutions, which  have  been 
lost. 11  60 

Forward ....$6,190  84 


Doc.  No.  34U)  €66 

Broi]ghtforward...v»...«»»w $5,19084 

Collection  ii)  Norfolk  it.  Sap*    . 
list  charcb .«...   160  0& 

Messrs.  Pells  &  Co ^^...    30  00 

From  S.  B.  Althonse  &  Co.^  for 
themselves,  workmen  and 
apprentices  in  their  emplofi    67.  91 

Collection  in  West  Twentieth 
street  Presbyterian  church..     10  46 

Collection  in  Pearl  st.  Presby- 
terian church,  per  A.  P.  H.,  1J50  00 

Messrs.  Lottimer  &  Large. ...    60  OO 

Cash ^ «•«     10  00 

Messrs.  Bangs,  Plait  &  Co.,  * 
per  J.  P.  Moore,  Esq.... ••'   36  00 

James  Clark,  builder,  134  Lau-  . 
rens  street. 6  00 

From  the  hands  of  James  Mc- 
Lean, per  A.  A.  Alvord .  •  •  •     94  60 

Collection  in  Brick  church,  Dr. 
Spring's,  per  R.  E.  Mount. .  316  00 

C.  and  F.,  per  H.  T.  Ingalls.     10  00 

Collection  in  Seventh  Presby. 
church.  Rev.  E.  F.Hatfield,    80  00 

Lispenard  Steward,  Esq.. ..I.     60  00 

Mrs.Coffin 10  00 

Jacob  Brombacker  and  others,      8  00 

E 1  00 

Daniel  Adee,  printer,  107  Ful- 

.  ton  street,  and  those  in  his 
employ 11  00 

Forward. . . .'. .....* $6»190 84 


667  (Doc.  No.  84. 

Brought  forward 15^90  84 

H.  M 6  00 

By  the  hands  of  Georgo   W. 

Browne  and  Gilbert  Hopkins, 

from  Secor  &  Co.,  $15;  Wm. 

Waters,  |5  ;  W.  H.  Brown, 

|25;  Wm.  Decker,  $5;  C.H. 

Tupper,  $5 ;  Capt.  M.  Sant- 

ford,  $10;  Stillman,  Allen 

&  Co.,  $50;  Joseph  New- 
ton  Scott,  $5;  Charles  M. 

Simonson,  $10;  C.  Brown, 

^ ;  Robert  Laton,  $15  ;  B., 

$5 ;  Cash,  $4 ;  Rodman  & 

Co.,  $25  ;  George  Berbeck, 

Jr.,  $10;  W.  H.  Webb,  $25; 

J.   A.  Westervelt,  $10;  J. 

McGrath,  $1 ;  R.  L.  &  A. 

Stuart,  $10;  A.  H.  &  Co., 

$10 ;  Brown  &  Herder,  $5 ; 

Lyon,  $2;  Cash,  $3 260  00 

Collection  made  by  John    S. 

Bussing,  from  merchants  in 

Cliff  street)  between    John 

and  Beekman  streets^  to  witc 

Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co ...^  100  00 

William  Partridge  &  Son.%..     25  00 

C.  W.  Field  &  Co 26  00 

Sanders,  Brothers  &  Co 25  00 

£.  &  J.  Bussing  &  Co.. .  •• . «  25  OQ 
Stokes,  Gilbert  &  Co.. .  •  ^ . . .  •  25  00 
£.  Peck  &  Soq.........^...     25  00 

Forward..... •.<.».  ..$5,190  84 


Doa  No.  34.)  6^ 

Brought  forward $5,190  84 

Naylor&Co 26  00 

Hermann  Boker 25  00 

Bleecker  &  Outbout 25  00 

W.  H.  Gary  &  Co. 25  00 

L.  S.  Phipps  &  Co 25  00 

John  T.White 25  00 

Davids&Black 25  00 

Septimus  Crooks 25  00 

C.  Poppenhusen •  •  •  •  •  15  00 

H.&  F.W.Meyer 10  00 

Clark  &  Wilson 10  00 

George  D.  Phelps 10  00 

Culver  &  Co 10  00 

Barton,  Brothers 10  0 

W.Stanton  &  Son 10  00 

Frederick  Liese 10  00 

J.  Russell  &  Co • 10  00 

Morgan,  Walker  &  Smith. ...  10  00 

John  H.  Keyser 6  00 

"A  clerk" 5  00 

565  00  4,997  22 
Feb.  12.  From  men  in  the  employ  of 
O.  F.  Nesbitt,  corner  Wall 

and  Water  streeU 33  00 

H^ryL.  Axell 5  00 

Charles  H.  Marshall.  • 50  00 

Collection  in  [Duane  st    Pres- 
byterian church,  per  C«  Beers  190  94 

From  Gerard  Hallock,  left  at 

office  of  Jour.  Commerce ...  2  00 

Forward $10,188  06 


699  (Doc.  No.  34. 

Brought  forward $10,188  06 

Collection  Id  St.  Paul's  church, 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Cook J....     20  00 

Collection  in  Oliver  at.  Baptist 
church,  per  R.  Pegg,  treas.  134  18 

C.  R.  S.  per  S.  L.  H.  Ward . .       3  00 

P 1  00 

From  the  Press  establishment, 

16  Spruce  street 11  00 

From  a  little  girl,  M.  A.  B. . .       1  00 

Collection  in  Spring  st.  Pres- 
byterian church,  per  S.  Stiles,  ' 
treasurer 66  40 

Friends  of  sufferers  ••••••••••     525  00 

JohnRoach 5  00 

From  Isaac  Smith  &  Co.'s  steam 
umbrella  factory,  257  Pearl 
street 109  04 

From  the  scholars  and  teachers 
of  the  Brooklyn  Grammar 
School 15  14 

Collection  in  Christ  P.  E. 
church,  in  Anthony  street, 
per  Rev .  Mr.  Halsey 174  76 

From  H.  S 2  00 

From  Messrs.  Conkling  and 
Shepherd 10  00 

From  hook  and  ladder  compa- 
ny No.  7,  Harlem,  per  James 
Gordon  Bennett,  Esq 50  00 

Forward...' .^tlO^lSS  06 


Doc.  No.  34.)  670 

t 

Brought  forward. $10,188  06 

Collection  in  Orchard  st.  Uiii- 
yersalist  church,  per  J.  Y. 
Watkins,  treasurer  .•.••••.  112  00 

From  Messrs.  Sneden,  Schenck 
and  Co •     25  00 

From  W.J.  O'Brien 20  00 

Collection  in  church  of  Holy 
Apostles,  Ninth  avenue  and 
twenty-iseventh  street 35  60 

Messrs .  Ctishman  &  Co 20  00 

J.  H.  B 22  25 

Messrs.  Woodward  &  Ryberg, 
being  the  timount  collected 
by  them  from  proprietors  sea* 
men's  boarding  houses,  mas- 
ters, mates,  seamen  and  oth.  105  69 

1,238  90 

Feb.  13.  Balance  of  collection  in  Duane 

street  Presbyterian  church  • .       5  00 

Donation  of  trustees  of  con- 
gregation '*  Chaar  Hasho- 
maem  " 20  00 

From  Gerard  Hallock,  Esq., 
being  sum  left  at  ofSce  of 
Journal  of  Commerce 40  00 

Workmen  in  the  employ  of 
Messrs.  Norris,  Gregg  and 
Norris 12  25 

N.  H.  C.  and  P.  D.  C.  and 
others 14  00 


..c- 


forward • $11,426  96 
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Collection  in  the  Universalist 
church,  Williamsburgh,  per 
O.  C.  Demarest 50  50 

Messrs.  J.  H.  Abeel  &  Co...     25  00 

"  Estelle,''  per  Myndert  Van 

Schaick,  Esq 2  00 

From  Thos.  Fleming,  71  Mai- 
den lane '.     10  00 

From  Messrs.  T.  Otis,  Le  Roy 
&  Co 25  00 

From  Messrs.  Thos.   Eensett 

&  Co.,  per  M.  Morgans. ...     50  00 

From  the  workmen  in  Phenix 
foundry,  per  S.  S.  Ward, 
Esq 125-00 

By  the  hands  of  James  Van 
Norden,  Esq.,  to  wit:  from 
Messrs.  Rankin  &  Ray,$25; 
a  lad/,  $2;  a  lady,  $1 28  00 

From  a  lady,  ^^one  that  has 
suffered  and  can  sympathize 
with  the  sufferers/'  per  R. 
E.  Mount,  Esq 10  00 

By  the  hands  of  John  P.  Moore, 
Esq.,  from  the  General  So- 
ciety of  Mechan.  &  Trades- 
men's School,  to  wit.  Fe- 
male department,  $50  31 ; 
Male  department,  $57  32. . .  107  63 

"  The  cheerfulness  with  which 

Forward.. $11,426  96 
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Brought  forward $11,426  % 

it  was  given,  both  by  the  pu- 
pils and  teachers,  makes  it 
the  donation  of  the  ^  cheer- 
ful giver.'" 

By  the  hands  of  John  P.  Moore, 
Esq.,  from  Messrs.  Blunt  & 
Syms,  .$50;  and  from  the 
men  and  boys  in  their  facto- 
ry, $110 160  00 

Prom  "  Friends" 10  00 

From  passengers  of  the  steam- 
ship Europa,  being  one  half 
of  collection  made  on  board 
thereof,  11th  inst.,  for  char- 
itable purpo8e8,together  with 
ten  shillings  sterling  from 

the  transmittor.  •  • 17  68 

»  From   workmen   employed  at 

Manhattan  Gas  Works,  foot 
of  Eighteenth  street.  North 
river,  per  Chas.  Roome,  Esq    90  50 

Collection  in  Grace  church, 
Broadway,  10th  inst.,  per 
Rev.  Dr.  Taylor 680  00 

From  Lawrence  S.  Willets...       5  00 

Balance  of  collection  in  Brick 

Church 1  00 

From  B.  Hunt,  Jr.,  editor  of 
the  Metropolis 10  00 

Forward , jl  1  ^426  96 
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Brought  forward $11,486  96 

Collection  in  Chelsea  Presby- 
terian church,  10th  instant, 

Rev.  Dr.  Smith 108  39 

Collection  in  Hammond  street 
Congregational  church,  Rev. 

Dr.  Patten 102  17 

Collection  made  by  Capt*  M. 
M.  Van  Dyke,  from  persons 
in  Catharine  market  and  vi- 
cinity   167  00 

Collection  made  by  congre- 
gations of  the  ^^  Gates  of 
Prayer,^*  Wooster  street,  per 

J.    J.  Hart,  Esq «..«•  122  70 

Collection  made  in  Sixteenth 
street    Baptist  church,  per 
James  Gordon  Bennett,  Esq,    32  76 
By  Wright,  Brothers  &  Co.,  ^ 

Philadelphia,  being  the  pro- 
ceeds of  a  collection  among 
the  operatives  and  others  (in- 
cluding themselves)  connect- 
ed with  their  establishment, 
both  gentlemen  and  ladies, 
per  Hon.  C.  S.  WoodhuU..  155  75 
From  workmen  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  H.  R.  Dunham 
&  Co.,  per  Hon.  C.  S.  Wood- 

hull 102  50 

FromS.  T.  W 6  00 

Forward , 1 1 1,426  96 
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Brought  forward.  • |11,426  96 

From  Messrs.  H.  R.  Dunhaixi 
&  Co.,  98  North  Moore  street,  MX)  00 

Collection  made  in  Sunday 
School  of  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  in  Jersey  City.  •     SO  00 

Collection  made  in  Methodist 
Episcopal    church,    Jersey 
City 61  35 

From  a  small  workshop 6  50 

Messrs.  Pattesonand  Dortie...     10  00 

Collection  made  in  N.  Dutch 
church,  corner  of  William 
and  Fulton  streets^  10th  inst. 
per  Charles  Little,  Esq 68  14 

From  scholars  of  Ward  School} 

No.  23,  of  the  Eighth  Ward, 

male,   female   and  primary 

I  departments,    per    J.  Elias 

Whitehead,  Principal 105  76 

From  A.  B ^...     10  00 

From  the  Misses  Andrew  and 

R.C 65  00 

From  Messrs.  Strang,  Adriance 
&  Co.,  per  W.  Chapman ...     K  00 

From  the  establishment  of  W. 
E.  Burton,  Esq.,  Chambers 
street,  to  wit:  W.  E.  Bur- 
ton $50;  others,  $89  75...  139  75 

From  Messrs.  Saml.  Thompson 

&  Nephew 25  00 

Forward $11,426  96 
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Brought  forward ••••••...|11,426  96 

fVom  workmett  employed  ift 
tbe  establishmeDt  of  Secor  fc 
Co.,  foot  of  Niiith  street,  £• 
River,  per  Messrs.  Rhodes, 
Brooks  &  KenneSy,  Com- 
mittee, &c 83  00 

From  Dan.  Steinnitz,  Philadel- 
phia, through  Wolf  &  Gilles- 

pie,  per  R.  M.  Bruce,  Esq.,.     10.00 
From  Mrs.  J.  L.,  per  Morgaa 

Morgans,  Esq. . .  ^ •  •  •     10  00 

From  Geo.  W.  Brown,  per  R. 
M.Bruce,  Esq > 10  00 

3,043  32 

Feb.  14.     By  the  hands  of   Moi|^an 
Morgans,  as  foUowi : 

From  William  Allen 6  00 

From  Dow  D.  Williamson  ••  •  6  00 

Messrs.  Alfred  &  Dash 15  00 

From    Gerard  Hallock,  being 

sums    left   at   the  oflSce   of 

Journal  of  Commerce 22  50 

From  twenty-nine  members  of 

the  First  Ward  Police 30  50 

H.  W.  Field 25  00 

By  the    hands  of    Augustus 

Bleecker 3  00 

H.R 7  00 

Forward $14,470  38 

10 


BroQglU.  forvsid.  •  *...»*• tl4,470  SB 

Hobokes  Finr  Gow,  No.  1,  •£ 
Hoboktny  N.  J..^ 6Q  Ob 

CoIIectkoi  in  Madison  atreafe 
Meth«  Epia.  Cb«,  per  Har.- 
per  &arot!ben: •••••.....•     59.68 

Jl  P.  Waldcon..^^...  .....••.« ..      8  00 

R.  Moodj,  Philadelphia^,  per 
Hon/C.  S.  WoodhuU.  • .  • .  •     10  00 

fl.P.a a  50 

Richardeott  and  Jahnfiofli'a 
Pl-iDting.  .^abliabmeati  44 
Aqd  afereeU.... «u    10  00 

^om  tbo9Q  Wrho  sjmpatbiflei 
.wilh  the  sufferers,  employed 
in  Genio's  bat  store,  per  Jas. 
Gordon  Bennett^  Esq 13  00* 

From  the  workmen  of  Firth, 
Pond  &Ce.,No.  1  Frank- 
lin Square,  perR.  £.  Mount, 
Esq 35  .C6 

From  Messrs.  T.  G.  fc  A.  L. 

Rowe 10  00 

320  43 

Feb.  15.  From  Ocean  Lodge  No.  321, 

I.  O.  ofO.F 35  00 

From  Mrs.  S.  F.  N.,  Phila...       5  00 

From  Gerard  Hallock,  Esq., 
left  at  office  of  Journal  of 
Commerce 1  00 

Forward ...$14,790  71 
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'    Brought  forward • . .  $14,790  71 

ColIeetioQ  in   First   Methodist 

Protestant  Churchy  in  Attor- 
•  ney  street,  per  Rev.  W.  H. 

Johnson>  pastor  thereof. ....     20  00 

From  Geo.  Smelzer,  Esq 10  00 

From  Messrs.  Kipp  &  Brown.  100  00 
Collection  in   the  Church  of 

Ascension,  Fifth  av.,  N.  Y. 

10th  inst 405  00 

-   From  Edwin  Forrest,  Esq. ...     50  00 
Collection  in  Reformed  Dutch 

Church,  in  Ninth  street,  on 

the  10th  inst.... 91  36 

From  Mes^s.  John  Durand  fc 

Co 25  00 

From  two  little  OirU 2  00 

From  members  of  the  German 

Hebrew  Benevolent  Society^ 

per  I.  D.   Walter  and  H. 

Bernheimer ^..  210  00 

From  P 3  00 

From  Matthias  Bloodgood,  per 

S.  S.  Ward,  Esq.... 5  00 

From  Francis  W.   Edmonds, 

Esq.,  per  James  Van  Nor- 
•   den.  Esq 10  00 

From  George  A.  Buckingham, 
Esq.,  being  collections  made         -# 
from  the   following  named 
gentlemen,  to  wit : 

Forward. g*,^...|14,790  71 
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Brotight  forward 914,790  71 

Babcoek,  Milnor  &  Co fiO  00      - 

Ca>h,B 2500 

C.  F.  Dambmann 26  00 

John  W.  Jung 25  00 

Richard  Warren 60  00 

PerH.  W.  T.  and  H. Mali...  26  00 

A.  and  E.  S.  Higgios  &  Co.. .  30  00 
Giiillaume,    HeiunerHng    aad 

Mayet 26  00 

Wessendorf  &  Co.  25  00 

26  00 

Cuh,  A.  M.  H 25  00 

Wolcott  &.  Slade 25  00 

Fauachawe,  Milliken  dt  Co. . .  25  00 

Cameron  &  Brand 25  00 

James  F.  Frazer  &.  Co 25  00 

Thomas  Hunt  &  Co 25  00 

Cash 6  00 

Buckingham,  Ward  &  Co. . . .  25  00 

Stone  &  Co 25  00 

RichardB  &  Cronkbite 25  00 

J,  W.  Schulton  &.  Kurd 25  00 

Spies,  Christ  &  Co 25  00 

Cash 5  00 

Cafih,H.&S 26  00 

Halsted  &  Brokaw 26  00 

C.  Payea  &  Co 25  00 

().  Pattison  &  Co 25  00 

BrBmhaIl,Abernethy&  Collins  25  00 

Chambers  &,  Heiser 25  00 

^•rward |14,790  71 
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Brought  forward $14,790  71 

L.  &V.  Kirby&Co 25  00 

Cash 10  00 

Cash 10  00 

Cash 10  00 

BlackweIl,Whittemore&Carhart  16  00 

Barclay  &  Livingston 30  00 

W.  M.  Sammis  &  Co 10  00 

Cash 10  00 

I860  00 

FromR.  M.V.  &L.  F.  V....  2  00 

From  Nicholas  Seagrist,  Esq.  •  4  00   1,837  26 

Feb.  le.From  "  a  fri'end  " 6  00 

From. a  lady,  per  H.  C 5  00 

From  Messrs.  Burnap  &  Bab- 
cock 25  00 

From  Messrs.  Wm.  H.  Smith 

&  Co 25  00 

From  workmen  in  the  employ 
of  H.  P.  Kennedy  &  Co.,  17 

John  street 20  00 

From  workmen  in  the  employ 
of  Messrs.  Peckham  &  Rum- 
rill,  17  John  street 75  00 

Collection  in  Floating  Church, 
"  Holy  Comforter,"  foot  of 

Dey  street,  on  the  10th  inst.  17  00 

Cash 6  00 

*^For  the  relief  fund  of  the 

Hague  street  catastrophe  "•  •  5  00 

Forward \ |16,627  96 
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Doe.  Kd.  M.lf  680 

Brought  forward • $16,627  96 

From  "  Cameo  ^\ 6  00 

From  W.  &  T.  C.  C,  per  R. 

E.  Mount 6  00 

From  Mrs.  Chesbrough,  per  R. 

E.  Mount 90  00 

From  Mrs. H., per  R.E.Mouat      1  00 

213  00 

Feb.  18.  From  Youth's  Bible  Class  con- 
nected with  Greene  street 
if.  E  Church,  by  the  hands 
of  Wm.  Rowe,  jr •  • .    25  00 

Collection  in  Church  of  Mes- 
siah, 17th  inst,  per  Richard 
Warren,  Esq... 240  00 

From  Edward  Miutum,  Esq., 
per  C.  S.  WoodhoU 20  00 

Collection  in  Ref.  Prot.  Dutch 
Ch.,  Wash,  sq.,  17th  inst,.,  200  75 

Collection  made  by  congrega- 
tion "Anshi  Chesed,"  38 
and  40  Henry  street,  per 
Rev.  Mr.  Sternberger,  and 
Rev.  Jonas  Hecht 75  00 

Collection  in  St.  Mark's  Ch., 
in  the  Bowery,  17th  inst. 
per  Henry  E .  Davies,  E6q. .  234  63 

From  Capt.  H.  W.  Ogden, 
U.S.  Navy 'lO  00 

From  Thomas  Bloomer's  Phoe- 
nix Packing  Box  Manufac-  • 
tory,  40  Gold  street 51  00 

Forward $16,840  96 
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Bro«igbC  forward*.^^ ..««••«<.« .116,840  96 

From  C.  White  of  the ''  Melo- 
deo«,^ ••..^     4108      , 

StUDS  left  at  the  office  of  the- 
CoroineFcial  AdverlMef*.  ••    ID  00 

Colleolion  in  the  Presbylerisa 
Church,  UoivecttLy  pUoe, 
lOtb  iost 3tt00 

Collectioa  ki  ibe  Beformei 
Protestaat  Dutch  Ch.^  Hem- 
towm,  Queen8  Co.,  L«  !•  •  4    40  06 

From   Mewra.  A.    iumae^^ 

y.,&co....^.. .«  s»m 

From  lamp4igbters  and  oiboi 
in  the  Burefniof  LamfM  and 
Out,  per  S.  D.  Bellowi^^  .^    £0  00 

Collectioa  in  Third  Associate 

Pees.  Ch.,  Chailea  aUeet.^«    M  7B 

Collection  in  Amiijr  Mreet  Bap- 
tist Ch«,  (Dr.  William).  «•    74  tf 

^  For  the  sufferers  by  the  Hi^ue 

atreet  calamity '^ •.«•       3  00 

^FcNT  the  Hague  slreaCsnfieiBm'^      1  40 
Do.        do.  ^        •«       1 OD 

Collectioa  in  11th  Presbyterian 
^hurcb,  corner  of  Avenue  C 
aend  Fourth  street 20  00 

Collectioa  in  1st  Presbyterian 
ehiircb,  in  Fifth  avenue,  (Dr* 
Phillips) 848  VI 

Fiom  Joseph  OiUott,  £sq. . • «    25  00 

Forward •«.....,«^«, |16|840  96 
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Brought  forward » $16,840  9$ 

From  H.  Ov 10  OO 

•  Frora  William  Jessop  &  Sons.     25  00 

From  Mrs.  J.  Sherrerd 10  00 

From  T.  R.  Kenney,  42  Van- 
dewater  street 800 

From  Adam  and  John  Fer- 
guson      10  00 

Amount  subscribed  in  the  New 
York  Club,  per  Greo.  J.  Cor- 
nell, Esq.,  secretary  thereof.  200  00 

Collection  in  Baptist  Berean 
Church,  corner  Houston  and 
Macdougal  streets,  to  wit: 
Sabbath  School,  $55 ;  Con- 
gregation, $45 100  00 

From  Worrall  &  Co.,  Elm 
and  Duane  streets,  for  them- 
selves and  persons  em- 
ployed in  their  establish- 
ment  100  00 

By  the  hands  of  Joseph  Brilton, 

Esq.,  to  wit:  from  Jas.  L. 

Jones,  $5,00;  from  A.  H. 

Ward,  $5,00 ;  from  A.  Oarr, 

$1,00 11  00 

2,380  68 

Feb.  19.  From  Bernard  McGuire 6  00 

Ffom  Miss  Wells,  per  Isaac 
Fryer,£sq., ••»      1  00 

Forward $19,221  M 
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Brought  forward. •  •  .$19,221  64 

From  printing  department  of 
American  Bibla  Society^  per 
Hon.  C.  S.  Woodhnll 60  00 

Collection  in  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Church,  Lafayette 
place,  on  the  17th  inst......  279  54 

Collection  in  Allen  street  M. 
Epis.  Church,  on  the  10th 
inst.,  per  Scbureman  Hal- 
ttead,  Esq., 106  00 

Donation  of  men  employed  in 
New  York  Tribune  office, 
per  Thos.  N.  Rooker,  Esq.,.    46  00 

From  Messrs.  Wells  &  Webb, 
18  Dutch  street,  and  persons 
in  their  employ. ••...•.••.     45  S6 

FromC.H 7  60 

From  H.  Worcester,  Esq.,  per 
H.  T.  Ingalls,  Esq., 10  00 

Collection  in  St.  Paul's  chapel, 
on  the  17th  inst.,  per  R.  E. 
Mount,  Esq....... 856  67 

Collection  in  First  Baptist 
Church,  (Dr.  Cone's)  per  R. 
E.  Mount,  Esq., 223  60 

From  members  of  congregation 
of  Zion  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  (additional^)  per 
James  Van  Norden,  Esq.,..     10  25 


Forward 119,221  64 


Dm.  No.  M.)  «ft 

Brought  forward «*«tl9,221  64 

Contributions  by  worskijqpert 
on  board  Bethel  Ship,  foot 
of  Carlisle  street,  N.  River, 
(Rev.  0.  O.  HedstroQi,  pas- 
tor,) per  S.  S.  Ward,  Esq.,.    SS  07 

Fpom  raechaDicsandoperativei 
of  the  Novelty  Iron  Works, 
by  S.  S.  Ward,  Esq.,  presi- 
dent of  General  Society  of 
Mechanics  and  Tradesmen.  •  338  M 

Balance  of  ooUection  of  Church 
of  Messiah ••.«.•••«•       6  00 

From  hands  employed  in  the 

Hope  Mills, 26  60 

Collection  in  the  Moravian 
Church,  corner  Houston  and 
Mott  streets,  on  the  17th  inst.  « 

(D.  Bigler,  pastor,) 14^7  38 

1,572  76 

Feb.  20.  Collection    in    St.    Matthew's 

Church,  Walker  street 144  84 

^^  Toward  the  fund  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  sufferers  by  the 
Hague  street  explosion," ...       1  00 

CoUectioD  in  Ninth  street  M. 
E.  Church,  per  S.  P.  Patter- 
son,  Esq., 38  00 

Cash, 5  00 

Donation  from  Hose  Company 

No.24. 42  00 

230  84 

Forward $21,025  24 
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Brought  forward, $21,025  24 

Feb.  21.  Collection  in  True  Reformed 

Dutch  Church  in  King  st.,.     30  00 

From  J.  Mariott,  41  Murray  st.      5  00 

From  pupils  in  Mr.  L.  Brooks' 
dancing  academy,  who  have 
not  previously  contributed..     14  21 

From  L.  S.  Suarez 25  00 

Collection  in  Associate  Pres. 
Church,  corner  of  Grand  and 
Mercer  streets 94  00 

Collection  in  Church  of  An- 
nunciation, Fourteenth  sir., 
(Rev.  Dr.  Seabury's) 227  51 

Collection  in  Reformed  Dutch 

Church,  Harlem 13  71 

Cash,  per  Harper  and  Brothers 
from  F.  S 4  00 

Amount  collected  from  sundry 

persons,  by  Paul  T.  Mondon    45  75 

Proceeds  of  the  benefit  for  the 
sufferers  by  the  calamity,  at 
the  Astor  Place  Opera  House, 
on  the  19th  inst 433  75 

Collection    in    St.    Clement's  , 

Church,   Amity  street,    per 
Rev.  Dr.  Henry 42  60 

Proceeds  of  concert  given  by 
the  German  Liederkrans,  at 
Broadway  Tabernacle 112  00 

From  William  Forgey,  per 
Morgan  Morgans 20  00     1067  53 

Forward |22,092  77 
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Brought  forward $22,092  77 

Feb.  22.   Collection  in    Market   street 

Church,  on  the  17th  inst.. .  •  142  60 

From  Captain  D.  M.  Bunker, 

N.  0.  packet  ship,  St.  Louis      6  00 

From  H.  £•  K. • •••••••       1  00 

Proceeds  of  the  exhibition  of 

the  **  Panorama  of  the  Nile," 

on  the  21st  inst 46  25 

194  86 

Feb.  23,  Collection  in  Reformed  Dutch 

Church,  corner    Amos  and 

Bleecker  streets 60  14 

From  R.  W.  Ropes 5  00 

From  A.V.S..... 3  00 

From  Geo.   A.   Buckingham, 

Esq.,  being  collections  from 

the  following  named  persons, 

to  wit : 

Richardson,  Watson  &  Co.  •  • .  5^  00 

Cash,  L.  S.N • ••  10  00 

Francis  &  Loutrel 10  00 

Cash 10  00 

Cash,D,  W.  R 10  00 

65  00      123  14 

Feb.  25.  From  F.  E.  B 1  00 

From  James  Bergen,  Esq.,  on 
behalf  of  Strangers'  Refuge 
Lodge  No.  4,  I.  0.  of  O.  F..    44  75        45  75 

Forward |22,456  61 
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Brought  forward •  • . .  $22,456  61 

Feb.  26.  From  "  Union  Club,"  per  Jas. 

Sanderson,  Esq 140  00 

From  Pilgrim  Lodge,  No.  243, 
I.  0.  of  0.  F.,  per  William 
A .  Ransom,  Esq 97  00 

Collection  at  a  Temperance 
meeting,  at  the  Union  Con- 
gregational church  in  Fourth 
street,  n^ar  Avenue  D,  per 
Peter  Squires,  Esq 14  70 

From  Charles  S.  Little,  Esq...     11  51 

263  21 

Feb.  27.  From  Hebrew  congregation, 
"  Rodolph    Sholon, "     per 

Hon.  C.  S.  Woodhull 25  00 

25  00 

Feb.  28.  From  Brooklyn  Flint  Glass 
Company,  per  Hon.  C.  S. 
Woodhull 100  00 

From  workmen  in  employ  of 
Brooklyn  Flint  Glass  Com- 
pany, per  Hon.  C.  S.  Wood* 
hull 35  50 

From  the  Bachelors'  Hebrew  • 

Benevolent  Loan  Association, 
by  the  hands  of  the  treasurer 
thereof,  Geo.  J.  Levy,  Esq.     20  00 

From  Messrs.  Ay  mar  &  Co., 

per  Hon.  C.  S.  Woodhull . .     25  00 

Forward 922,744  72 


Doc.  No.  34.)  688 

Brought  forward.  •  • $22,744  7S 

Collection  in  French  Episcopal 
church  Holy  Spirit,  by  Lewis 
Loutrel  and  P.  Delaplaine, 
Esqs.,  per  Hon.  C.  S.  Wood- 
hull 37  50 

Collection  in   Trinity  church, 

perR.  E.  Mount 116  26 

Collection  in  St.  John's  chapel, 

per  R.  E.  Mount,  Esq 199  17 

663  43 

Mar.  1.  Collection  in  Providence  Bap- 
tist church  (meeting  in  Con- 
stitutional Hall,  in  this  city)     11  55 

From  *  a  friend,' Appalachicola     10  00 

Subscriptions  from  workmen 
employed  by  the  Croton 
Aqueduct  Department,  by 
John  P.  Flender,  Esq 41  76 

From  Mr.  Sprague,  per  S.  L. 

Waldo 10  00 

73  30 

Mar.  2.  Collection     in     First    Baptist 

Churoh,  Williamsburgh. ...     45  08 

45  08 

Mar.  4,  Collection  in  St.  George's 
Church,   per    Hon.   C.     S. 

Woodhull 128  78 

From  C.   Mapother,  Esq.,  per 

Isaac  Fryer,  Esq., 4  00 

«132  78 

Forward ^23,559  31 


'  089  (Ddo.  N<k  34, 

Brongbtforwftrd. •..«••••* |23,559  31 

Mar.  5.    Collection  by  Broadway  Ta- 
bernacle Socirty^  per  Hon. 

C.  S.  Woodhuli 96  00 

From  ^'  A  &fnily  who  wish  to 
contribute  their    miter"  per 

J.  A.  Ball,  Esq., 4  09 

100  00 

ff 

Mar.  6.  Amount  collected  by  W.  H. 
Hoople,  Esq.,  38  Ferry  street, 
from  persons  doing  business  • 
in  his  immediate  neighbor- 
hood    600  00 

From  the  Hon.  Edward  Cop- 
land, Mayor  of  the  city  of 
Brooklyn,  and  treasurer  of 
the  fund  for  the  relief  of  the 
sufferers,  collected  in  said 
city,  the  following  sums,  to 
wit: 

E.P.  Christy,  Esq.,. 100  00 

Cash,  $1;  J.  E.  jr.,  %%\ 
Hamblin  Blake,  $26;  (sub- 
scribed at  public  meeting,)..     28  00 

Collection  in  Central  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  (Rev.  D.  Be- 
thune,)  per  6.  P.  Knapp, 
Esq., 102  00 

Collection   in    Congregational 

Churd),  (Dr.  Lansing,).. ..     27  00 

Forward |23,659  31 


/ 
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Brought  forward ••«.••  .$23,658  31 

Collection  in  Methodist  Epi9» 
copal  Church)  York  street, 
per  J.  O.  Gatee« 42  37 

From  a  juror,  per  Fw  B.  Striker, 

Esq., «.....«•       1  00 

ColfectioQ  in  Grace  Churbh, 
(Rev.  Dr.  Vinton)  per  Tun- 
nis  Craven,  Esq., •  •  •     75  00 

Hook  and  Ladder  company, 
No.  4,  per  J.  Phillips,  Esq.,    60  00 

Collection  in  Reformed  Dutch 

Church,  per  Rev.  Dr.  Dwigbt    93  89 

From  Dr.  M.  W.  Dwight. .  • .     10  00 

Collection  in  Pierpoint  street 
Baptist  Church,  (Rev.  Dr. 
Walsh) 86  00 

Collection  in  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  (Rev,  Mr.  Jacobus,) 
per  W.  S.  Dunham 60  81 

From  sundry  persons,  per  Ma- 
jor  A.  Towsey 31  00 

Collection  in  M.  E.  Church, 
(Rev.  Mr.  Ndrris) 48  78 

Collection    in     First    Baptist 

Church 71  40 

Collection  in  Second  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  (Rev.  Dr. 
Spencer,)  per  B.  W.  Dela- 
mater,  Esq 158  97 

m 

Forward |23,669  31 


691  (Doc.  No.  34. 

Brought  forward, $23,659  31 

Collection    in    Middle    Dutch 

Church,  (Rev.  Mr.  Oakley).     35  50 
Collection  in  Centenary  M.  £. 

Church,  (Rev.  Mr.  Law,). . .     22  00 
Collection  in  ^^  Church  of  our 

Saviour,''  (Rev.  Mr.  Farley) 

per  S.  Low,  Esq.,. .$419  72 
Less  appropriated..  ••     50  00  369  72 
Collection  in  St.  Luke's  Church, 

per  Rev.  J  Dillon 49  05 

Second  Ward  Relief  Fund,  per 

T.  J.  Gerald,  Esq.  (balance)  221  99 

From  Chas.  Locket 4  00 

Collection  in  St.  Ann's  Church, 

(Rev.  Dr.  Cutler,) 200  00 

Collection  in    Christ  Church, 

(Rev.  Dr.  Stone) 212  35 

Collection  by  First  Universalist 

Society,  (Rev.  Mr.  Thayer).     73  88 
Union  White  Lead  Co.,  per  J. 

B.  Graham 60  00 

Machine  shop  of  Worthing  & 

Baker 63  00 

Cash,  per  Rev.  R.  H.  Bowne..      1  00 
Proceeds  of  Ladies'  Relief  Fair, 

per  Mrs.    M.  M.   Doughty 

and  Mrs.  R.  Pellibran 125  92 

From  "A  Lady,"  per  J.  D. 

Lawrence,  Esq., 10  00 

$2,425  13 

Forward |23,659  31 

11 


Doc  No.  34.)  098 

Brought  forward $23,659  31 

Less  discount  paid  on 

UDCurreat  money.  • .  $8  83 

Less  paid  printing  no* 

ticM  in  L.  I.  Star.. •     1  35 

-^      10  08 


$2,415  05 
3,016  06 


Mar.  8.  Collection  in  Thirteenth  street 
Presbyterian  church,  per  W. 
Dunning,  treasurer  thereof  •  •  69  00 
Balance  of  ftind  of  Relief  Com- 
mittee, Second  Ward,  Brook- 
lyn, per  T.  J.  (herald,  Esq.      5  00 

Mar.  11.  From  Rev.  James  Douglass, 
Bovinia,  Delaware  county, 
N.  Y 5  00 


Mar.  12.  Ftom  the  establishment  of  Firth 

&  Hall,  per  R.  E.  Mount. ..    50  00 


Mar.  13.  From  James  Bogart,  Brooklyn, 

per  S.  Low,  Esq •  •  • .       5  00 

Mar.  16.  By  the  hands  of  Timothy  Cof- 
fin, Esq.,  Pres't  of  Trustees, 
Williamsburgh,  as  follows : 
Collection  in  M.  E.  church    38  00 
*^    Congregational  "  9  03 

"     Dutch  Reformed "        51  91 


74  00 


6  00 


50  00 


6  00 


Forward |26,808  36 


693  (Doc.  No.  34. 

Brought  forward $26,808  36 

From  George  Cox,  M.  D.  •  •       5  00 

James  C.  G 1  00 

Edgar  Rogers •       1  00 

Romaa  Catholic  church.  •  •  •     50  00 

Sundry  individuals 13  00 

168  94 

Mar.  18.  From  Hon.  Edward  Copland, 
Mayor  of  Brooklyn,  as  fol- 
lows :  Collection  St.  James' 
church,  per  Rev.  James  Mc- 

Donough 76  68 

Collection  St.  Paul's  church, 

per  Rev.  J.  A.  Schitter....     37  43 

114  11 

Less  discount 1  63 

112  48 

Mar.  19.  Members  of  Calvary  church. 
Fourth  avenue,  after  coUec- 
lection,  per  D  •  H.  Hoyt,  Esq.     16  00 

Collection  through  Mr.  Reed.  •       7  90 

22  90 

Mar.  22.  From  Curtis  Judson,  Esq.,  be- 
ing amount  collected  from 
the  boarders  in  J udson's  hotel    85  00 

85  00 

Mar.  28.  Contribution  from  Philadel- 
phia, per  Jas.  Gordon  Ben- 
nett, Esq 3  00 

3  00 

$27,200  68 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  TABLE  B. 


Paid  in  cases  of  slight  injuries  and  losses   of 
clothing  and  tools / (1,168  50 

I^aid  in  cases  of  pretty  severe  injuries 388  00 

"         "         of  severe  injuries 2,274  50 

"         "  of  supposed  permanent  injuries.        .686  00 

"         "         of  killed,  where  funeral  expenses 

have  been  paid 154  63 

"         "         of  killed,   leaving  mothers  and 

other  relatives  who  depended 
on  them,  wholly  or  partially, 
for  support.. 4,105  00 

"         "  of  killed,  leaving   orphans   who 

depended  on  them 573  38 

"         "         of  killed,  leaving  widows  with 

children 15,082  62 

«         <*  of  killed,  leaving  widows 1,990  00 

*<         "  of  killed,  not  comprised  in  forego- 

ing table,  to  wit : 

In  case  of  Patrick  Donohue, 
to  landlady 5  00 

Forward $26,422  63 

12 


\ 
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Brought  forward ,  . .  • .  26,422  63 

Mrs.  Eilen  Bent,  82  Frank- 
fort street,  for  damage  to 
furniture  on  the  occa- 
sion  25  00 

Mrs.  Mary  Osborn,  mother 
of  Stephen  C.  and  Isaac 
H.  B.  Osborn 100  00 

Mrs.  Hull,  mother  of  Eli 

Hull 60  00 


Mrs.  Hyde,  mother  of  Geo. 

Hyde 50  00 


230  00 
$26,652  63 


A  contribution  of  eighty  dollars  has  since  been 
received  from  Messrs.  Seth  Adams  &  Co.,  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  which  has  been  distributed,  as 
follows : 

To  brother  of  Luther  Thompson,  killed,  Dover, 
N.  J 50  00 

To  Mrs.  Osborn,  mother  of  I.  H.  B.  and  Ste- 
phen Osborn 30  00 

$80  00 


% 


7*09  (Eioc.No.84, 


...•J       =•■;• 


( 


TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT.  ;      :  >  ■  i 


Jacob  F.  Oakley,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  Relief 
Fund  in  the  matter  of  the  Hague  street  Calamity. 

To  amount  of  contribiUioQS,  as  per  list,  sch^difle  , 

A ...:.:|^V,2ito"68 

To  amount  since  received  from  Seth  Adams  & 

Co.,  Boston,  Mass 80  00 

$27,280  68 

By  amount  paid  to  the  several  suf- 
ferers by  the  calamity,  as  per  list, 
schedule  B |26,652  63 

By  amounts  paid  to  brother  of  Lu- 
ther Thompson  and  to  Mrs.  Osborn,        80  00 

By  amount  paid  expenses, 
as  follows : 

Newspapers  in  this  city,  for 

publication 286  55 

Newspapers  in  Brooklyn, 
messengers,  'postage,  dis- 
count on  money,  &c •  89  66 

Carried  forward 26,732  63 
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Forward 26,732  63 

Bad  money 16  00 

Doorkeeper 20  00 

Secretary. 135  84 

548  05 


$27,280  68 


JACOB  F.  OAKLEY,  Treasurer. 
New  York,  July  Ist,  1850. 
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BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN, 


JUNE  3,  1850. 


The  Committee  on  Markets  presented  the  following  report 
in  favor  of  providing  refreshments  for  Committees  of  the 
Common  Council,  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table,  directed  to  be  printed,  and  made  the 
special  order  for  Thursday  next. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


WkerecLSy  The  various  Committees  of  the  Common  Coim- 
cil,  receive  no  compensation  for  their  duties ;  this  also  being 
by  far,  the  most  arduous  labor  they  have  to  perform  ;  it  also 
being  for  the  convenience  of  citizens  who  have  business 
before  such  Committees,  to  attend  at  hours  which  will  not 
interfere  with  their  usual  business,  thereby  rendering  it 
inconvenient  for  members  to  obtain  refreshments  at  their 
several  places  of  abode  :  therefore. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Keeper  of  the  City  Hall  be  directed  to 
furnish  such  reasonable  refreshments,  as  Committees  may 
make  requisition  for,  while  occupied  with  such  duties  and 
at  such  hours  as  renders  it  inconvenient  to  take  such  re- 
freshments at  their  several  places  of  residence  ;  also,  all 
bills  and  expenses  incurred,  in  pursuance  of  this  resolution, 
shall  be  verified  by  the  Keeper  of  the  City  Hall,  under 
oath,  and  when  approved  by  the  Comptroller,  a  warrant 
shall  be  drawn  by  him  for  the  payment  thereof,  to  be  taken 
from  the  appropriation  for  Contingent  Expenses  of  Com- 
mon Council. 

JEDEDIAH  MILLER. 


The  Committee  on  Markets,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  preamble  and  resolution,  relative  to  providing  re- 
freshments at  the  public  expense,  for  Committees  of  the 
Common  Council,  when  occupied  with  public  duties,  re- 
spectfully 

REPORT : 

That  they  entered  upon  the  consideration  of  this  matter 
with  the  sole  object  of  arriving  at,  and  recommending  to 
the  Board,  such  suggestions  and  recommendations  in  the 
premises,  as  might  tend  or  seem  calculated  to  promote  the 
interests  of  our  citizens  generally,  and  particuiarly  those 
whose  interests  are  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  deliberations 
of  Committees  of  either  Board,  and  the  subsequent  acts  of 
the  Common  Council,  pursuant  to  such  deliberations  and 
recommendations  for  its  consideration . 
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The  act  to  amend  the  charier  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
which  went  into  operation  in  June,  1'  49,  among  other  im- 
portant changes  relating  to  our  municipal  regulations,  pro- 
vides, for  stated  sessions  of  the  Common  Council,  and  de- 
clares the  periods  when  the  same  shall  he  held.  It  appears 
to  your  Committee  to  have  heen  a  paramount  consideration 
of  the  framers  of  said  act,  tluitall  subjects  presented  toeither 
Board,  during  such  sessions,  conirmplating  important  pub- 
lic improvements,  or  involving  any  considerable  expendi- 
ture of  moneys,  should  be  referred  to  appropriate  Commit- 
tees,  for  their  examination  during  the  recess  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  when  the  merits  or  demerits  of  any  such  ap- 
plication could  be  duly  and  thoroughly  investigated,  and 
the  parties  in  favor  of  or  opposed  to  the  same,  could  have 
a  fair  opportunity  of  being  heard. 

It  is  a  fact  well  known  to  the  members  of  both  Boards, 
that  many  of  the  subjects  thus  presented  and  referred  to 
Committees  for  examination,  very  largely  affect  the  pecu- 
niary interests  of  property  holders  and  other  tax  payers; 
and  as  a  natural  consequence  the  meetings  of  Committees 
having  such  matters  under  deliberation  are  most  generally 
very  numerously  attended  by  persons  interested,  residing 
in  all  parts  of  our  city.  The  business  not  only  of  mem- 
bers of  either  Board,  but  of  the  persons  alluded  to,  is  such 
as  to  render  it,  to  «say  the  least,  impracticable  to  hold 
Committee  meetings  until  after  the  ordinary  daily  hours 
of  business,  say  5, 6  or  7  o'clock,  p.  m.  Two-thirds  of  the 
members  reside  at  such  a  distance  from  the  City  Hall,  as 
to  render  it  very  inconvenient  for  them  to  obtain  their  tea 
at  their  residence  and  arrive  at  the  City  Hall  in  time  to 
transact  business  at  such  hours  ;   the  consequence  is,  that 
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Committees  sometime?  fail  to  form  a  quorum^  and  the  time 
of  such  member  or  members  as  may  be  in  nttendance, 
together  with  that  of  the  persons  in  attendance  having 
business  with  any  such  Coinmitlce,  is  necessarily  lost: 
'whereas,  if  refreshments  were  provided  at  the  City  Hall 
as  heretofore,  all  this  vexation  and  loss  of  time  would  be 
avoided,  and  the  public  business  greatly  promoted. 

Much  argument  has  been  advanced,  and  great  stress 
has  been  made  on  account  of  the  large  expenditure  incur- 
red last  year  for  tea  room  supplies.  Your  Committee  are 
decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  expenditure  on  that 
account  was  much  larger  than  it  ought  to  have  been,  but 
are  satisfied  that  it  is  to  be  ascribed  in  a  great  degree  to 
abuses  which  have  been  permitted — which,  however,  your 
Committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  particularize  in 
this  report ;  they  have  satisfactorily  ascertained  that  with 
judicious  arrangements,  the  refreshments  requisite  for 
Committees  of  the  Common  Council  will  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  In  connection 
with  this  matter  of  expenditure,  your  Committee  deem  it 
appropriate  to  allude  to  the  ordinance  passed  in  April  last, 
allowing  a  per  diem  allowance  of  four  dollars  for  each 
days  legislative  service  rendered  by  members  of  both 
Boards.  Estimating  the  number  of  days  service  at  seventy- 
two  in  each  year,  gives  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dol- 
lars to  each  member;  allowing  the  cost  of  refreshments  to 
be  five  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  increases  the  amount 
one  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  making  the  aggregate  paid 
to,  and  on  account  of  each  member  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil about  four  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  per  annum.  It 
will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  subjects  acted  upon  by 
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Committees  and  matured  by  the  Common  Council  are  far 
more  numerous  for  an  equal  period  of  time,  than  are  pre- 
sented to  and  acted  upon  by  the  Legislature  of  this  state; 
while  those  of  the  former  are  to  be  investigated  and  deter- 
mined by  eighteen  members  in  each  Board,  or  thirty-six 
in  all,  and  those  of  the  latter  are  distributed  among  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  representatives  and  thirty-two 
senators,  or  one  hundred  and  sixty  in  all. 

It  is,  therefore,  obvious,  that  for  members  of  the  Conmion 
Council  to  discliarge,  in  a  proper  manner,  the  legislative 
duties  required,  and  which  their  constituents  expect  them 
to  perform,  in  addition  to  the  local  duties  they  must  neces- 
sarily attend  to  in  their  respective  wards,  unavoidably  con- 
sumes the  greater  portion  of  their  time;  yet,  for  all  this  ser- 
vice,it  is  determined  by  thesaidordinancethat  members  shall 
receive  but  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  per  an- 
num, and  out  of  which  they  shall  pay  for  refreshments 
rendered  necessary  for  them  to  purchase  in  consequence  of 
attending  to  public  duties,  or  virtually  having  the  name  of 
being  paid  for  services,  while  in  reality  they  realize  no- 
thing pecuniarily. 

Tliis  state  of  facts  irresistably  impels  your  Committee  to 
the  opinion  that  either  their  necessary  expenses  for  re- 
freshments, while  engaged  in  Committees,  should  be  borne 
by  the  Corporation,  in  addition  to  the  per  diem  allowance 
for  legislative  services,  or  that  the  section  of  said  ordinance 
allowing  four  dollars  per  day  for  legislative  services  should 
be  repealed,  and  members  have  the  credit  of  serving  the 
public  gratuitously. 


